Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



M 



N 

a 



TH£ 



HISTORY 



OF THE 



DECLINE AND FALL 



OF THB 



ROMAN EMPIRE 



VOL. XI. 



T * 



y 



1 :> 









f f > 









THE 



HISTORY 



Of THE 



DECLINE AND FALL 



OF THE 



ROMAN EMPIRE. 



By EDWARD GIBBON, Efq. 



A 



IN TWELVE VOLUMES. 
VOL. XI. 

I 

A NEW ZmtlQiT. 1 1 






LONDON: 
Printed by A. Strahan, Printers Street, 
F0& T. CADELL J UN. AND W. D^VIESj IN THE STRAND.^ 

l802. 



1 . / 






\ : I ; r . ^ ^ 






' 1 



,.--01 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Of THE 

ELEVENTH VOLUME. 



CHAP- LVIII. 

Origin and Numhers of the Firft Crufade.'^CharaBers (f 
iht Latin Princes. — Their March to Conflantinopk. — 
Policy of the Greek Emperor Alexius. — Conquefi of Nice, 
jiniiocht and yeru/alem^ by the Franks. — Deliverance of 
the Holy Sepulchre. — Godfrey of Bouillon yfirfl King of Je^ 
rmfiilem.'^in/Htutions of the French or Latin Kingdom. 

A. D. Page 

1095 — 1099* rriHB firftCrufade • I 

JL Peter the Hermit - ib. 

1095 Urban II. in the Council of Placentia • 4 

Council of Clermont • . • i 

Juftice of the Crufaders -• • 12 

Spiritual Motives and Indulgences * 15 

Temporal and Carnal Motives ^ * 2C 

Influence of Example •> ' • %2 

1/696 Departure of the fird Cnifaderv • • 114 

Their Deftrudion in Hungary and Afia - 26 

The Chiefs of the firft Crulade • 30 

!• Godfrey of Bouillon • • ib. 
II. Hugh of Vermandoisy Robert of >^ormandy, 

Robert of Flanders, Stephen of Chartres, &c. 3a 

III Raymond of Tholoufe • • 33 

IV. B hemond and Tancrod * * 55 
Chivalry • - •36 

1096, IQ97« M?^^ of the Princes to Conftantinople 4 1 

Policy of the Emperor Alpxius Comncnus • 4$ 

He obtains the Homage of the Crufaden ^ 43 

Infolcnce of the Franks - • 5a 

Ic97 Tlitir Review and Numbers i> • 5;^ 

Siege of Nice • t • 57 

Battle of Dorylaeum • - 60 

VpL XI. a March 



Vi CONTENTS. 

• A. D. ^ Pjfee 

March through the Leffer Afia • 62 

1097 — 1 15 1 . Baldwin founds the Principality of Edeff^ 63 
IC97, 1098. Siege of Antipeh - - 64 

1098 VI6lor^ of the Cnifaders - - 69 
^ Their Famine and Biftrefs at Antioch - ib. 

Legend of the Holy Lance - - 72 

Ccleflial Warriors - - 7^ 

The State of the Turks and Caliphs of Egypt 77 

1098, IC99. Delay of the Franks ' - - 79 

IP99 Theiir March to Jcrufalem • - - 8ai 

Siege and' Conqueft of Jerufalem - 8i 

109.9, 1 100. Eleftio ft and Reign of Godfrey of Bouillon 86 

1099 Battle of Afcalon - . - -- 87 
1099 — 1 187. The Icing dom of Jerufalem •• 89 
1099—1369. Afliie of Jerufalem - - 93 

Court of Peers - - - 95 

Law of Judicial Combats - ' - 9.6 

Court orfBurgefTcs - - •- 98r 

Syrians ^ - - -.99 

Villains and Slaves • - t- j|co 

' * CHAP. LIX. . 

Prefervation of the Greek Empire*. — NumierSy Pajfag€y and 

Event of the Second and Third Crufades. — St. Bernai'd. — 

Reign of Saladin ih Egypt and Syria.^-^His Conquejl of 

Jerufalem. — Naval Crufades. — Richard the Firfi ofEng" 

land. — Pope Innocent the Third ; and the Fourth and Fifth 

Crufades, — The Emperor Frederic the- 'Second. — Louis the 

Ninth of France ; and the two laji Crufades* — E^apulfion 

of the Latins or Franks by the Mamalukes, 

A. D. 'Page 

1097 — 1118. Siiccefs of Alexius « - loi 

Expeditions by Land • - - 105 

IIOI The firft Criifade - - - ib, 

1147 The Itcond, of Conrad IIL and LouisVIL • ib. 

1189 The third, of Frederic L • - ib. 

Their numbers - - •» 106 

PaiTagv^ hroughthe Greek Empire - ic8 

Tuikifli Warfare - - - II2( 

Obftiiiacy of the Enthufiafm of the Crufades 116 

109 1— 1 1 55* Charadler and Miffion of St. Bernard .. 117 

Progrefs 



C N T E N t S. Vli 

A. D. ♦ • Pagp 

Progrefs of the Mahometans « - 120 

ThcAtaheks of Syria ► • -, - .. jl-ii 

1137-7-1x45. Zenghi -. •• ' • ' ib. 

1145 — 1174.. Noureddia - - •. -122 
1 163 — 1 1 69. Conqueft of Egypt bj- the Turks - - 123 

1171 End of the Fatimite Caliphs - - iz8 

H71 — 1 195* Reigu and Character of Saladin •• ib. 

J 187 His Conqueft of the Kingdom - 133 

And City of Jerufalem * . - 137 

1 1 ?8 The third Crufade, by Sea - - 140 

1189 — 1191. Siege of Acre • - 142 

1191,1*192. Richard of England, in Paleftine .- J45 

^192 His Treaty and Departure - - 149 

1193 Death o^Saladin - * . 151 

1198 — 12 16. Innocent III, • - - ib, 

1203 'T^^^ fourth Crufade * . . 153 

iziS The fifth - - - . ib. 

IZ28 The Emperor Frederic II. In Paleftinc -' 155 

1243 Invaiion of the Carizmians - • 158 

1248 — 1254, St. Louis, and the ilxth Crufade - 159 

1249 He takes Damietta - * 160 

1250 His Captivity in Egypt - - 162 
1270 His Death before Tunis, in the fcvcnth Crufade i6| 
1250— 1517. TheMamalukesof Egypt - 164 
1268 Lofs of Antioch . - . 166 
1 29 1 The Lofs of Acre and the Holy Land - 169 

CHAP. LX. 
SM/m of the Greeks and Latins. — State -of Conflantlnople*^^ 
Revolt of the Bulgarians. — Ifaac Afigelus dethroned by 
his Brother Alexius, --Origin of the Fourth Crujhde,^^ 
Alliance of the French and Venetians luith the Son of 
Ifaac. — Their na^al Expedition to Cofiflantinople, — The 
Two Sieges anH final Conquefl of the City hf the Latins, 

A. D, Page 

Schifm of the Greeks - - - 169 

• . • Their A-^erfion to the Latins • - ib. 

Proceffion of the Holy Ghoft ^ 170 

• Variety of ecclefiaftical Difcipline - ~ I'Jt 

%^f — 886. Ambitious Quarrela of Photius, Patriarch of 

Conftantinople, with the Popci ' - 173 

a z 1354 The 



\ • 



\ 



^ CONTENTS 

A. D. Piig» 

t054 The Popes excommuiiicaie the Patriarch •fCon- 

iUntsnopIe and the Creekt • • 17$ 

tioo— I2CO. Enmity of the Oreeluaodl^tiiii • 176 

The Latins at Confiantinoplc • • i7t 

1183 Their Maflacre . - • 180 

1 1 85 — 1 1 95 . Reign and CharaAcr of Ilaac Ang^dot 1 81 

1x86 Revolt of the Bulgarians . • 183 

1195 — 1203. Ufurpation and CharaAer of Alexius Angelus 185 
1 1 98 The fourth Crufade . - 1 87 

Embraced by the Barons of France « 189 

697 — 1200. State of the Venetians - 191 

X20I Alh'ance of the French and Venetians - 194 

1202 Affembly and Departure of the Crufade from Venite 198 
Siege of Zara _ - • 20^1 
Alliance of the Crufaders with the Greet Pnnce» 

the young Alexius • • 209 

1203 Voyage from Zara to Conftantinople «• 20^ 
Fruitlefs Negotiation of the Emperor • 2 of 
PaiTage of the Bofphorus • - 210 
Firll Siege andConqueft of Conilantinopleby the Latins 2 1 3 
Reftoration of the Emperdr Ifaac Angelus^ and his 

Son Alexius - -> • 217 

Quarrelsof the Greeks and Latins - 221 

1 204 The War rene\«^ed - - 224 
Alexius and his Father depofcd by Mourzoulle ^ 225 
Second Siege . • * 92$ 
Pillage of ConftanttDopIe • • f 3c 
Divifion of the Spoil • * 233 
Mifery of the Greeks • ^ 934,. 
Sacrilege and Mockery * • 236 
Deflrudion of the Statues • *. 237 

CHAP. LXL 
Partition of the Empire by the FrtnA 9ni Vemtians.-'^ 
Five Latin Emperors of the Houfes pf Flanders and 
Courtenay. — Their Wars againjl the Bulgarians 4md 
Greeks. — Weaknefs and Poverty of the Latin Eniptrs^-^ 
Recovery of Confiantinople by the Greeks*'^ineral Confix 

quences of the Crufades. 
A. D. Tset 

4204 Ele^ion of the Emperor Baldwin L - 94S 

DiYiiioa of the Gjredk Empire m ' 247 

1204 Revolt 



C O N T E NT S. 

A. D. p,g, 

1264 Revolt pf the Greeks * - 2 $9 

1 204 — 1 222 . Theodore Lafcaris, Emperor of Nice ±t^ 

The Dukes and Emperors of Trei)izond . 1^4 

The Defpots of Epirus ^ » 2ce 

1205 The Bulgarian War - . 257 

Defeat and Captivity of Bddwia • 2 60 

Retreat of the Latins • * • {{>. 

Death of the Emperdt . • ^ 262 

1206 — t2i6. Retgnand Chara£lerof Henry - 26t 

12 1 7 Peter of Courtenay, Emperor ofConftantinoplc 268 

1217- 1219. His Captivity and Death - 269 

2 2 2 X — 1 228. Roben^ Emperor of Conftantinople 2 70 
1228—1237. Baldwin IT. and John of Brienne, Emperdrs 

of Conftantinople • • , 27 1 

^237—- •1261. Baldwin II. • • « 27c 

The Holy Crown of Thorns • 278 

1237-^1*61. Progrcfs of the Greeks • 29t 

1259 Michael Psilaeolognsy the preek Emperor • 285 

12^1 Conftantinople recovered by the Greeks * 284 

General Confequences of the Crufades * 288 

• Dipfjfton on the Family of Courtenay. 

A. a - Pas« 

1020 Origin of the Family of Courtenay • 294 

Itbl— 1152. I. The Counts ofEdefla - ^95 

II. The Courtenays of France - 397 

X i;o Their Alliance with the Royal Family - 398 

TIL The Courtenays of England • 302 

The earls ot Devon (hire - • 304 

CHAP. LXII. 

Tfte JSreA Emperors of Nice and Confiantinople.^-^leva^ 
tkn and Reign of Michael Pal4tologus.^-'His falfe Union 
njoith the Pope and the Latin Church ^-^Hoftile Defigni of 
Ciarles rf Anjou.-^Revdt of Sicily.^^War of the Catalans 
in Afta arid Greece^^-^Bjevolutions and frefent State of 
Athens. 

A.D. * P««e 

Reftonttion of theGreek Empire - |o8 

1204^1222. Theodore Lafcaris <* - ib. 

1222 — 12^5. Jo&B Dtt^f Vatacet * * 3^ 



CONTENTS, 

A. D. P«5c 

2255 — 1259. Theodore Lafcans 11. - - 312 

1259 Minority of John Lafcai is - * 3r4. 
Family and Charaffter of Michael Palaeologus 315 
His Elevation to the Throne - - 318 

1260 Michael palzeologus Emperor - - 32Z 

1261 Recovery of Con^antinople - • . ib. 
Return of the Greek Emperor . - - 324 
Palxologus blinds and banifties the young Emperor 325 

126 1 — 1 268. Is excommunicated by the Patriarch Arfcnius 327 

1266 — 1312. Schifra of the Arfenitea - 32S 

1259 — 1282. Reign of Michael Palaeologus - 330 

1273 — 1332. Reign of A ndronicus the Elder -- ib* 

1274 — 1277* His Union with the Latin Church • 331 

1277 — 1282. His Pcrfecution of the Qreeks - 335 

1283 The Union diffolved - . • - 337 

126(5 Charles of Anjou fubdues Naples and SicHy 338 

1270 Threatens the Greek Empire - - 340 

1 2 iio Palaeologus inftigates the Revolt of Sicily • ,342 

1282 The Siciliaa Verper3 - -' 344 

. Defeat of Charles - - 345 
1303 — 1307. ^Tl>e S«rvi<:e and War of the Catalans in 

the Greek Empire . - Z, . * . '34^ 

1204 — 1456. Revolutions of Athens • • - 35:^ 

Prefent State of Athens - - ^S^ 

- ^•" CHAP. Lxin. 

CliAl IVars^ and Ruin of the Greek Empire. '^^ Reigns of 
AndronicuSj the Elder and Tounger^ and John Palaolo-* 
gus. — Regency^ Revolt j Reigrij and Abdication of John 
Canta€uzene.--^EJlabliJbment of a Genoefe Colony at Percu 
or Galata. — Their Wars with the Empire and City of 
Conflantinophn ' ^ 

« 

A. D. Page 

\%%i—\^2Q' SuperflFtion of Andronicus and the Times 35S 
1320 Firft Difputes between the Elder and Younger An.* 

dronicuR - - - 362 

1324 — 1 328. Three CivH Wars betwe^cn the two Emperors 365 

1325 Coronation of the Younger Andronicus - ib. 
1328 The Elder Andruuicus* abdicates the Government 367 

1332 His 



C O N T E N T S- XI 

1332 His Death - - -369 

13^8— 1 341. Reign of Andronicus the Younger - ib. 

J341 — 1391. Reign of John Palaeologus - 372 

FortUBeof John Cantacuzenus - - ib» 

Ha 18 left Regent of the Empire - - 57.^ 

1 341 His Regency is attacked - ♦ ib. 

By Apocaucus, theEmprefs Anne of Savoy, and the 

Patriarch . -, - 3*7j 

Cantacuzene aflumea the Purple - 376 

13+1—^347; The Civil War . - ^378 

Vidory of Cantacuzene - - 37^ 

1347 He re- enters Conftantinoplc - - 38a 

J347 — 1355. Reign of John Cantacuzene - 385 

13^3 John Palasologus takes up Arms againfl: him - ib. 
J35.5 Abdication of Cantacuzene - - 387 

1341 — 1351. Difpute concerning the Light of Moiint 

Thabor . - - - ib. 

iz^i — 1347. Eftabh'fhment of theGenoefeatPera orGalata39o 
Their Trade and Iiifolence - - 393 

^348 Their- War with the Enoperor Cantacuzene - 394 
1349 Deftruftion of his Fleet - - 396 

1352 Viftory of the Genoefe over the Venetians and Greeks 397 

Th,eir Tr-eaty with the Empire - - 395^ 

* 

C H. A P. LXIV. 

Conquejls of Zi»gis Khan and' the Moguls from China to 
Poland, — Efcape of Confiantinople and the Greeks.--^ 
Origin of the Ottoman Turks in Bithynia. -^Reigns and 
ViEhries of Othman^ Orchan^ Amurath the Firfl^ and 
Bajazet the Tirfl, — Foundation atid Progrefs of the Turkijh 
Monarchy in AJta and Europe^, — Danger of ConJIan: 
tinople and the Greek Empire, 

A.D. Page 
1206^-1227. Zingis Khan, firit Emperor of the Moguls 

and Tariars i - - - 4*^^ 

His Laws - ■ - - 4°4 

1210— 12I4, Hit Invafion of China - - 408 

I I2l8 — 



^A 



%jS CONTENTS. 

A.D. l^ag« 

1218—1224. Of Carizme, TranfoxianSy and Perfia 410 

1227 His Death . - - 413 
1227—^1295* Conquefts of the Moguls under the Suc- 

cefTors of Zingis »> • • ib. 

^ 1234 Of the Northern Empire of China - 414 
1279 Of the Southern - - • •415 

1358 Of Perfia> and the Empire of the Caliphs 416 

jf ^2 — 1272. Of Anatob'a - • 419 

^ 1235—1245. Of Kipzaky Rui&a, Poland^ Hungary^ &c. ib* 

1242 Of Siberia - . - 423 

122 "^ 1 359. The SuccefTors of Zingii - 424 

1959 — 1368. Adopt the Manners of China » 426 

1259 — 1300. Divifion of the Mogul Empfre • 42S 
1240 — 1304. Efcape of Conftantinople and the Qifek 

Empire from the Moguls - - 3)« 

1304 Decline of the Mogul Khans of Perfia • 431 

1240 Ongm of the Ottomans ^ • - ib. 

1 299-— 1326. Reign of Othman • - 432 

1326—1360. Reign of Orchaa • • 434 

1326^ 1339* His Conqueftof Bithynia - 435 

1300 Divifion of Anatolia among the Turki& Emirs 43$ 

13 12 Lofs of the Afiatic Provinces • • 437 

1310— 1523. The Knights of Rhodes - 438 

,1341 — 1347. Fir ft Paifage of the Turks into Europe ib. 

1346 Marriage of Orchan with a Greek Princefs « 440 

1353 Eftablifiimcnt of the Ottomans in Europe • 442 

Death of Orchan and his Son Soliman - 444 
13607—1389. The Reign and European Conque^ of 

Amurath I. • - • ib* 

Thejanizanes • • « ^6 

1389 — 1403. The Rpign of Baja^et I. Ilderim r 447 

His Conquejls from the Euphrates to the Danube 448 

1396 Battle of ^ipopolis - - - 450 

1 396— 1 398. Crufade and Captivity of the French Princes 45 1 

1 3 5 5 — 1 3 9 1 . The Emperor John I^alxologus • 455 

Difcord of the Greeks • *• 456 

J 39 1 — J 425. Tlie Emperor Manuel • • - 457 

1395—140.2. Piftrefs of Conftantinople • • 458 



THE 



•1 



I 



THE 

HISTORY 

OF THE 

DECLINE AND FALL 

OF THE 

ROMAN EMPIRE. 



. CHAP. LVIII. 

Origin and Numbers of the Fir/l Crufade.-^Cha^ 
raRers of the Latin Princes. — T^heir March 
to Conjlantinople. — PoUcy of the Greek Emperor 
Alexius. — Conqueji of Nice, Antioch^ and yeru* 
falem^ by the Franks. — Deliverance of the Holy 
Sepulchre. — Godfrey of Bouillon^ Firjl King of 
yerufalem. — Injiitutions of the French or Latin 
Kingdom. 

ABOUT twenty years after the conqueft of c H a i*, 
Jerufalem by the Turks, the holy fepul- .^^^^ 
chre was vifited by an hermit of the name of Thefirft 
Peter, a native of Amiens, in the province of Pi- ^^^^^ 
cardy * in France. His refentment and fympathy »<>95-* 

lOOO. 

were Pcter^he 

■■1a I* rati ^ 

> WhimHcal enough is the origin of the name of Picardi, and from * 

thence of Pieardit, which docs not date earlier than A« D« izoo* Ic 
Vol. XI. B was 



X THE DECLINE AND ^ALL 

c ft A p. y^cre excited by his own injuries and the opprefllon 
of the Chriftian name ; he mingled his tears with 
thofe of the patriarch, and earneftly enquired, if 
no hopes of relief could be entertained from the 
Greek emperors of the Eaft. The patriarch ex- 
pofed the vices and weaknefs of the fucceflbrs of 
Conftantine. " I will roufe,*' eaftrlaimed the 
hermit, " the martial nations of Europe in your 
caufe ;" and Europe was obedient to the call of 
the hermits. The aftoniftied patriarch difmiffed 
him with epiflles of credit and complaint ; and no 
fooner did he land at Bari, than Peter hailened 
to kifs the feet of the Roman pontiff. His ftature 
was fmall, his appearance contemptible ; but his 
eye was keen and lively ; and he pofTefled that 
vehemence of fpeech, which feldom fails to im- 
part the perfuafion of the foul *. He was born of 
a gentleman's family (for we mull now adopt a 
modern idiom), and his military fervice was 
under the neighbouring counts of Boulogne, the 
heroes of the firft crufade* But he foon relin- 
quifhed the fword a,nd the world ; and if it be 
true, that his wife, however noble, was aged and 
ugly, he might withdraw, wirh the lefs reluftance^. 

was an academical joke, an epithet firft applied to the quarrelfoine 
bumour of thofe ftudents» in the univerfity of Paris, who came from 
the frontier of Franco and Flanders (Vaiefii Notitia GatHaiutn, 
p. 447. Longuerut>, Defcriptton de la France, p* 540* 

* William of Tyre (I. i. c. xi. p. 637, 638.) thus defcLibes- the 
heriuit: pufiilup, perfona contemptibilis, vivacis ingenii, et occulum 
habens perfptracem gratunique, er fponte fluens er non deerat ch>- 
quiiun. See Albeit Aquenfis, p. 185. Ouihert, p. 48a. Anna 
Comnena in Alexiad^ 1, x» p. 2841 &c« with JDucange*8 notes, 

P- 349- 

from 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 

from her bed to a convent, and sit length to an ^ ^yfii^* 
hermitage. In this auftere folitude, his body 
was emaciated, his fancy was inflamed ; what- 
ever he wiflied, he belieted ; whatever ht be- . 
lieved^ he /aw in dreams and revelations. Ffom 
Jerufalem, the pilgrim returned an accompliflied 
fanatic ; but as be excelled in the popular mad- 
ncfs of the times, pope Urban the fecond re- 
ceived him as a prophet, applauded his glotibus 
defign, promifed to fupport it in a general 
council, and encouraged him to proclaim the 
deliverance of the Holy Land# Invigorated by 
the approbation of the pontifi^, his zealous mif- 
fionary traverfed, with fpced and fuccefs, the pro- 
vinces of Italy and France^ His diet was abfte- 
mious, his prayers long and fervent^ and the alms 
which he received with one hand, he diilributed 
with the other : his head was bare, his feet naked, 
his meagre body was wrapt in a coarfe garment ; 
he bore and difplayed a weighty crucifix; and 
the afs on which he rode was fanftified in the 
public eye by the fervice of the man of God. 
He preached to innumerable crowds in the 
churches, the ftreets, and the highways: the 
hermit entered with equal confidence the palace 
and the cottage; and the people, for all was 
people, was impetuoufly moved by his call to 
repentance and arms. When he painted the fufFer^ 
ings of the natives and pilgrims of Paleftine, every 
heart was melted to compaffion } every breaft 
glowed with indignation, when he challenged the 
warriors of the dge tp defend their brethren, and 

B 2 refcue 



T 



Urban II. 
in the 
counci 
Placentia, 

A.D. 

1095, 
March. 



4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

^Lviii^' ^^^^^^ ^^^^^ Saviour: his ignorance of art and 
language was compenfated by fighs, and tears, and 
ejaculations ; and Peter fupplied the deficiency 
of reafon by loud and frequent appeals to Cbrift 
and his Mother, to rhe faints and angels of para- 
dife, with whom he had perfonally converfed. The 
mod perfefl: orator of Athens might have envied 
the fuccefs of his eloquence : the ruftic enthufiaft 
infpired the paflions which he felt, and Chriften- 
dom expeded with impatience the counfelsyand 
decrees of the fupreme pontiflF. 

The magnanimous fpirit of Gregory the feventh' 
jj^f had already embraced the defign of arming Eu- 
rope againft Afia ; the ardour oi his zeal and am« 
bition. ftill breathes in his epiftles : from either 
fide of the Alps, fifty thoufand Catholics had en. 
lifted under the banner ^ of St, Peter '^ and his 
fucceffor reveals his intention of marching at 
their head againft the impious feftaries of Ma- 
homet. But the glory or reproach of executing, 
though not in perfon, this holy enterprife, was 
referved for Urban the fecond*, the moft faith- 
ful of his difciples. He undertook the conqueft 
of the Eaft, whilft the larger portion of Rome was 
pofleiTed and fortified by his rival Guibert of 
Ravenna, who contended with Urban for the 
name and honours of the pontificate. He at- 

3 Ultra quinquaginta millidy (i me poHunt in expeditionc pro duce 
et pontifice habere, arniata maiiu volunt in inimicos Dei infurgere et 
ad fe|>ukhrum Domini ipfo duceoU pervcnire (Gregor. vii. tfpifl. ii, 
jT. in torn, xi), p. 3x1. concil.). 

4 See the original lives of Urban II. by Pandulphus Pifanus and 
Bernardus Guido, in Muratori, Rer. Ital. Script, toni. iii. parsi. 

tempted 
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tempted to unite the powers of the Weft, at & ^,?„^, *** 
time when the princes were feparated from the '''^"'' 

_ < 

church, and the people from their princes, by 
the excommunication which himfelf and his pre* 
deceffors had thundered againft the emperor and 
the king of France. Philip the firft, of France, 
fupported with patience the cenfures which he 
had provoked by his fcandalous life and adulter- 
ous marriage. Henry the fourth, of Germany, 
aflerted the right of inveftitures, the prerogative of 
cbnfirming his bifliops by the delivery of the ring 
and crofier. Bfut the emperor's party was crufhed 
in Italy by the arms of the Normans and the 
countefs Mathilda ; and the long quarrel had been 
recently envenomed by the revolt of his fon Con- 
rad and the fhame of his wife% who, in the 
fynods of Conftance and Placentia, confefled the 
manifold proftitutions to which Ihe had been ex- 
pofed by an hufband regardlefs of her honour 
and his own\ So popular was the caufe of 

Urban, 

5 She is known by the different names of Praxes^ Euprecia, 
Eofrafia^ aiftd Adelais ; and was the daughter of a RufHan prince, 
and the widow of a margrave of Brandenburgh. Struv. Corpus 
Hift. Germanicac, p. 34.0. 

6 Henricus odio eam coepit habere : ideo incarceravit earn, et. 
concefTiC ut plerique vim ei inferrent; immo iilium bortans ut eam 
fubagitaret (Dodechin, Continuat. Marian. Scot, apud Baron* 
A. D. 1093, N<'4.). In the fynod of Conftance, fhc is de(<%ibed 
by BertholduSy rerum infpe^lorx quas fe tantas et tarn in inaudu 
tas fornicationum fpurcitias, et a tantis paflTam fuifTe conquefta eft, 
&c* and again at Placentia : fatis mifericorditer fufcepit, eo quod 
ipfam tantas fpurcitias non tarn commiffiiTe quam invitam pertu- 
HiTe pro certo cognoverit papa cum fan6l& fynodo. Apud Baron* 
A. D« 1093, N*' 4.. 1094., N«3. A rare fubjeft for the infallible 
deciiion oH a pope and council* Thefe abominations are repug* 
Kant. to every principle of human nature^ which i« not altered by 

B3 adU;. 
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p H A p. Urban, fo ^eighty was his influence, that th« 
council which he fummoned at Placentia^ was 
compofed of two hundred bifliops of Italy, France, 
Burgundy, Swabia, and Bavaria. Four thou« 
fand of the clergy, and thirty thoufand of the 
laity, attended this important meeting ; and as 
the mod fpacious cathedral would have been in? 
adequate to the multitude, the feilion qf feyen 
days was held in a plain adjacent to the city. . 
The ambaiTadors of the Greek emperor, Alexius 
Comnenus, were introduced to plead the diftref^ 
of their fovereign and the danger of Conftanti- 
nople, which was divided only by a narrow fe^ 
from the viftorious Turks, the common ^Qemie^ 
of the Chriftian name. In their fuppliant addrefs 
they flattered the pride of the Latin princes ; and, 
appealing at once to their policy and religion, exr 
horted them to repel the Barbarians on the con- 
fines of Afia, rather than to ei^peft them in the 
heart of Europe. At the facj tale of the mifery 
and perils of their Eaflern brethren, the aflembly 
burft into te^rs : the moft eager champions de- 
frlared their readlnefs to march; and the Greek 
ambafladors were difmifled with the aflurance of 
a fpeedy and powerful fuccour. The relief of 
Condantinople was included in the larger and 
moft diftant projefl: of the deliverance of Jeru- 
falem j but t|ie prudent Urban adjoiirned the 

a difpute about rings ind croiiert. Yet it (|ioii1d ieem, that the 
wretched woman was tempted by the priefts to relate or fubfcribe 
fo me infamous (tories of hcrfelf and her hu(band. 

7 See the narrative and adt of the fynod of Placentia, Concil* 

• » * • ■ * • 

torn. xii. p. 821, &c. 

final 
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final dccifion to a fecond fynod, which he pro- ^^jj^*"' 
pofed to celebrate in ibme city of France in the 
autumn of the fame year. The fliort delay would 
propagate the flame of enthufiafm ; and his firmefl: 
hope was in a nation of foidiers % ftill proud of 
the pre-etninence of their name^ and ambitious to 
emulate their hero Charlemagne % who, in the 
popular romance of Turpin '% had atchieved the 
oonqueft of the Holy Land. A latent motive of 
affection or vanity might influence the choice of 
Urban : he was himfetf a native of France,' a 
monk of Clugny, and the firft of his countrymen 
who afcended the throne of St. Peter. The pope 
had illuftrated his family and province; nor is 
there perhaps a more exquifite gratification than to 
revifit, in a confpicuous dignity, the humble and 
laborious fcenes of our youth. 

> Gilbert himfclfy a^reocbman, praifes tke piety and valour «f 
the French nation, the author and example of the crufadcs : Gest 
nobllis, prudens, bellicofa, dapiilis et nitida • • • . Quos enina Bri* 
tones, jJngUtf Ligures, fi bonis eos moribus videamus, non illtco 
Trsnc9t bominn appellemus ? (p. 478.) He owns, however, that tb« 
vivacity of the French degenerates into petulance among forcignert 
(p. 483.), and vain loquacioufnels (p. 501.). 

9 Per viam qiiam jamdudiim CAr»lus M^ignus mirificus rex Pran- 
corum aptari fecit ufque C. P. (Gefta Fcancorum, p. !• Kobert« Mo* 
nach. Hift. Hierof. 1. i. p. 33. &c.^ 

10 John Tilpinu^y or Turpin us, was archbifhop of Rheims, 
A. D. 773. After the year 1000, this romance was compofed in his 
name, by a monk of the borders of France and Spain } and luch was 
the idea of ecclefiaftical merit, that he defcribes himfelf at a fighting 
and drinking prieft ! Yet the book of lies was pronoitneed aathentic 
by pope Catvxtus II. (/\. D. 1122), and is refpefltully quoted by the 
abbot Suger, in the great Chronicles of St. Denys (Fabric, Bibliott 
^atiq. m^dii ^vi> edit« iV^aofi, torn. iv. p, i6t.)« 

B4 It 
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c ** A^- It may occafion fomc furprife that the Roman 

\^,0^^^ pontiff fliould ered, in the heart of France, the 

Council of tribunal from whence he hurled his anathemas 

A. D« ' againit the king ; but our furprife will vanifli fo 

NoVMnber. ^*^^ ^ ^^ ^^^^ * j"^ cftimate of the king of 
France of the derenth century "• Philip the 
firft was the great-grandfon of Hugh Capet the 
founder of the prefent race, who, in the decline 
of Charlemagne'^ pofterity, added the regal title 
to his patrimonial eftates of Paris and Orleans. 
In this narrow compafs, he was poffeflfed of wealth 
and jurifdi£tion ; but in the reft of France, Hugh 
and his firft defcendants were no more than the 
jbudal lords of about fixty dukes and counts, of 
independent and hereditary power '% who dif* 
dained the control of laws and legal aflemblits, 
and whofe difregard of their fovereign was re- 
venged by the difobedience of their inferior vafTals. 
At Clermont, in the territories of the count of 
Auvergne '% the pope might brave with impunity 
the refentment of Philip ; and the council which 
he convened in that city was not lefs numerous 

" See Etat de la France, by the Count de Boulainvillicrs, torn, i* 
p. i8o*-iS2. and the fecond volume of the Obfervations Air 
l^Hiftoire de France, by the Ah\»i de Mably. 

>* In the provinces to the fouth of i\\t Loire» the firft Cttpetians wer^ 
iVarcely allowed a feudal luprcmacy. On all fides, Normandy, 
Bretagne, Aquitain, Burgundy, Lorraine, and Flanders, contracted 
the name and limits of the fr^ France, See Hadrian Valef. No* 
titia Galliarum, 

>I Thefi> counts, a younger branch of the dukes of Aqoitain, were 
at length defpoiled of the greateft part of their country by Philip 
Auguftuf, The bifhops of Clermont gradually became princes of 
the city. Melanges, tirft d*one ^ande Bibliotheque, torn, xxxvi* 
p«a^S, ^c. 

or 
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or refpedable than the fynod of Pbceatia '*. chap. 

LVIII* 

Befides his court and council of Roman cardi* 
nals, he was fupported by thirteen archbi(bop» 
and two hundred and twenty-five biihops; the 
number of mitred prelates was computed at ibur 
hundred; and the fathers of the church were 
bleffed by the faints, and enlightened by the 
do&ors of the age. From the adjacent kingdoms^ 
a martial train of lords and knights of power and 
renown, attended the council '% in high expefla- 
tion of its refolves ; and fuch was the ardour of 
zeal and curiofity, that the city was filled, and 
many thoufands, in the month of November, 
erected their tents or huts in the open field. A 
ieffion of eight days produced fome ufeful or edi- 
fying canons for the reformation of manners ; a 
fevere cenfure was pronounced againft the licence 
of private war ; the truce of God '* was con- 
firmed, a fufpenfion of hoftilities during four days 
of the week; women and priefts were placed 
under the fafeguard of the church ; and a pro- 
tediion of three years was extended to hulband- 
men and merchants, the defencelefs vidims of 
military rapine. But a law, however venerable 

'4 See the a6)3 of the council of Clermont, ConciU tonn. sii. 
p. 829^ &c. 

>5 Coofluxerunt ad concilium e muhis regionibus, viri potentes 
et honorati, innumeri quamvis cinguio latcalis militise fuperbt 
(BaldriCy an eye-witnefs, p.. 86 — 88. Robert. Mon. p. 31, %%m 
Will. Tyr. i. 14, 15. p. 639 — 64.x. GuLbert, p. 478»4.8o. Ful- 
cber. Carnot. p. 382.). 

"6 The Truce of God (Treva, or Treuga Dei) wa» firft invented 
ID Aquitain^ A. D. 103a $ blamed by Tome bifliops as an occaiion of 
perjury, and reje£^ed by the Normans as contrary to their privileges 
(Ducange, GloiTf Initio* toiii. vi. p. 68»—685.). 

3 ^« 
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€HAF. ()e the fan^ion, cannot fiiddenly transform the 
temper of the times ; and the benevolent efforts 
of Urban deferve the lefs praife, fince he laboured 
to appeafe fome domeftic quarrels, that he might 
fpread the flames of war from the Atlantic to the 
Euphrates. From the fynod of Placentia, the 
rumour of his great defign had gone forth among 
the nations : the clergy on their return had 
preached in every diocefe the merit and glory of 
the deliverance of the Holy Land ; and when the 
pope afcended a lofty fcaffold in the market-place 
of Clermont, his eloquence was addreiled to a 
well-prepared and impatient audience. His topics 
were obvious, his exhortation was vehement, his 
fuccefs inevitable. The orator was interrupted 
by the fhout of thoufands, who with one voice, 
and in their ruftic idiom, exclaimed aloud, ^^ God 
« wills it, God wills it •^" " It is indeed the 
" will of God,'* replied the pope ; " and let this 
** memorable word, the infpiration furely of the 
*' Holy Spirit, be for ever adopted as your cry 
** of battle, to animate the devotion and cou- 
*' rage of the champions of Chrift. His crofs is 
** the fymbol of your falvation ; wear it, a red^ 
** a bloody crofs, as an external mark on your 

'7 Deu^ vuhf Dfus vu/t ! was the pure acclamation of the clcrsry 
ivho undeidood Latio (Robert. Mon. 1 i. p. 33.). By the illiterate 
Jaity, who fpolce the Provincial or Limoujtn idiom, it was corrupted to 
Deut lo vcitt ox Diex el ve/t, S«e Chron. Cufinenfe, 1. iv. c. lu 
p. 497. in Muratori, Scnpt. Rerum Ita]. torn. iv. and Ducange 
(OaiT'ertat. xi. p. 207. fur JoinviiJe, and GlofT. Latin, torn. ii. 
p. 690 ), who, in his preface, produces a very difEcult fpecimen of 
the dialefl of Kovergue, A. D. iioo. very iiearj both in time and 
place, to the council of Clermont (p, 15, i<5.), 

^^ breads 
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*^ breads or (boulders, as a pledge of your facred c h a ?• 
** aad irrevocable engagement.** The propofal 
was joyfully accepted ; great numbers both of the 
clergy and laity imprefTed on their garments the 
(ign of the crofs '% and folicited the pope to 
march at their head. This dangerous honour 
was declined by the more prudent fucceffor of 
(Gregory, who alleged the fchifm of the church, 
and the duties of his paftoral office, recommend- 
ing to the faithful, who were difqualified by fex 
or profeffion, by age or infirmity, to aid, with 
their prayers and alms, the perfonal fervice of 
their robuft brethren. The name and powers of 
his legate he devolved on Adhemar bifhop of Puy, 
the firft who had received the crofs at his hands. 
The foremoft of the temporal chiefs was Ray- 
mond count of Thouloufe, whofe ambaiTadors in 
the council excufed the abfence, and pledged the 
honour, of their mafter. After the confeSion and 
abfolution of their fins, the champions of the crofs 
were difmifled with a fuperfluous admonition to 
invite their countrymen and friends ; and their de- 
parture for the Holy Land was fixed to the feflival 
pf the Aflfumption, the fifteenth of Auguft, of the 

enfuing year •^ 

So 

<* Moft commonly on their ihoulders, in gold, or filk, or dotb^ 
fewed on their garments. In the fiift crufade, all were red ; iit the 
third, the French alone preferved that colour, while green croflek 
y^ere s^dopted by the Flemings, and white by the Engliih (Ducange, 
torn. ii. p* 651.). Yet in England, the red ever appears the fa- 
Touritf, and, as it were^ the national, colour of our military enfignt 
and uniforms. 

'ti Bongarfiqs, who has pobliihed the original writers of the 
crnfades, adopts, with much complacency, the fanatic title of 
Goibertusi Gefta Dbi per Francos | though fome critics pro. 

pofc 



12, THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP' So familiar, and as it were fo natural to man,' 
, J;T^^, . is the praftioB of violence, that our indulgence 
joftice of allows the flighted provocation, the mod dif- 
U^^' putable right, as a fufEcient ground of national 
^oftility. But the name and nature of an holy 
war demands a more rigorous fcrutiny ; nor can 
we haftily believe, that the fervaots of the Prince 
of peace would unfheath the fword of deftrudion, 
ualefs the motive were pure, the quarrel legiti- 
mate, and the neceffity inevitable. The policy 
of an a£lion may be determined from the tardy 
leiTons of ea^perience ; but, before we act, our 
eonfdence ihould be fatisBed of the juftice and 
propriety of our enterprife. In the age of the 
crufades, the ChrifUans, both of the Eaft and 
Weft, were perfuaded of their lawfulnels and 
merit ; their arguments are clouded by the per*> 
petual abufe of fcripture and rhetoric ; but they 
feem to infift on the right of natural and religious 

pofe to read Gefta DiahoH per Francos (Hanoviac, i6it, two vok. in 
loiio). I Oiall briefly enumerate, as they ftand in this culte^ion, the 
authors whom I have ufed for the Brft crufade. I. Ge(ta Francorum. 
IL Robertas Monachus. III. Baldricus. IV. Raimundus de Agilet. 
V. A(hertus Aquenfis. VI. Fiilcheriiis Carnotcnfis. Vll. Guiber- 
tus. VIII. Willieltpui Tyrienfit. Miiratori has given us, IX. Ra- 
duiphus CadomenHs de Geltis Tancredi (Script. Rer. Ital. torn. r. 
p. 485—333.) and, X, Bernardos Thefaurius de Acquifitionc 
Tertie Sanflae (torn. vii. p. 664. — 84.8.). The lad of thefe was un- 
known to a late French hillorian, who has given a large and critical 
lift of the writers of the* crufades (Efprit des Croifades, torn. i. 
p. 13— I4.t0* ^"*^ ^^^ o^ whofe judgments my own experience will 
allow roe to ratify. It was late before I could obtain a (ight of the 
French hiftorians collected by Ouchefne. I. Petri Tudtbodi Sacer- 
dotis Sivracenfis Hiftoria de Hierofolymitano Itinere (tonn. iv. p. 773 
-~8is*)* ^^^ ^^trx transfufed into the firft anonymous writer of Bon- 
garinis. II. The Metrical Hiftory of the firft Crufade, in vii books 
(p. 8^—911.}, is of fmalt value or account, 

defence, 
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defence, their peculiar title to the Holy Land, chap. 
and the impiety of their Pagan and Mahometto 
foes *". • I. The right of a juft defence may fairly 
include our civil and fpiritual allies : it depends 
on the exiftence of danger ; and that danger mud 
be eftimated by the two-fold confideration of the 
malice, and the power, of our enemies. A per- 
nicious tenet has been imputed to the Mahome- 
tans, the duty of extirpating all other religions by 
the fword. This charge of ignorance and bigotry 
is refuted by the Koran, by the hiftory of the 
Mufuiman conquerors, and by their public and 
legal toleration of the Chriftian worfhip. But it 
cannot be denied, that the Oriental churches are 
deprelfed under their iron yoke ; that, in peace 
and war, they aifert a divine and indefeafibie 
claim of univerfal empire ; and that, in their or- 
thodox creed, the unbelieving nations are con* 
tinually threatened with the lofs of religion or 
liberty. In the eleventh century, the vidorious 
arms of the Turks prefented a real and urgent 
apprehenfion of thefe lofles. They had fubdued, 
in lefs than thirty years, the kingdoms of Afia, as 
far as Jerufalem and the Hellefpont ; and the 
Greek empire tottered on the verge of deftruftion. 
Befides an honed fympathy for their brethren, 
the Latins had a right and intereft in the fupport 
of Conftantinople, the mofl: important barrier of 
the Weft } and the privilege of defence muft reach 

*o If the reader will turn to the firft fccne of the (irft part of Henry 
the Poiirthy he will fee in the text of Shakefpeare the natural feelings 
of enthofiafm j and in the notes of Dr. Johnfon, the workings of a 
bigotted though vigorous mind, greedy of every pretence to hate and 
perfecute thofe who dilTeRt from hii creed* 

to 
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^Lvm*** ^^ prevent, as well as to repel, an impendfrig' 
aflfault. But this falutary purpofe might have 
been^accompHflied by a moderate fuccour; and 
our calmer reafon mud difclaim the innumerable 
hods and remote operations, which overwhelmed 
Afia and depopulated Europe. IL Paleftine could 
add nothing to the flrength or fafety of the La* 
tins ; and fanaticifm alone could pretend to juflify 
the conqueft of that diftant and narrow province. 
The Chriftians affirmed that their inalienable title 
to the promifed land had been fealed by the blood 
of their divine Saviour : it was their right and 
duty to refcue their inheritance from the unjuQr 
poffeffors, who profaned his fepulchre, and op* 
prefied the pilgrimage of his difciples. Vainly 
would it be alleged that the pre-eminence of Jeru* 
falem, and the fandity of Paleftine, have been 
abolifhed with the Mofaic law ; that the God of 
the Chriftians is not a local deity, and that the 
recovery of Bethlem or Calvary, his cradle or Ris 
tomb, will not atone for the violation of the 
moral precepts of the gofpel. Such arguments 
glance afide from the leaden (hield of fu perdition ; 
and the religious mind will not eafily relinquiih 
its hold on the facred ground of myftery and mi- 
racle. III. But the holy wars which have been 
waged in every climate of^ the globe, from Egypt 
to Livonia, and from Peru to Hindoftan, require 
the fupport of fome more general and flexible 
tenet. It has been often fuppofed, and fometimes 
affirmed, that a difference of religion is a worthy 
caufe of hoftility ; that obilinate unbelievera may 
be ilain or fubdued by the champions of the crofs ; 

and 
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and that grace is the fole fountain of dominion a$ chap. 
well as of mercy. Above four hundred years v.*-^-*-^ 
before the firfl: crufade, the eaftern and weftem 
provinces of the Roman empire had been acquired 
about the fame time, and in the fame manner, by 
the Barbarians of Germany and Arabia. Time 
and treaties had legitimated the conquefts of the 
Chri/lian Franks j but in the eyes of their fubjefts 
and neighbours, the Mahometan princes were dill 
tyrants and ufurpers, who, by the arms of war 
or rebf^llion, might be lawfully driven from their 
unlawful poffeffion "•. 

As the manners of the Chriftians were relaxed. Spiritual 
their difcipline of penance " was enforced ; and »"^rivcs 
with the multiplication of fins, the remedies were genccs. 
muhipHed. In the primitive church, a volun^ 
tary and open confeffion prepared the work pf 
atonement. In the middle ages, the bifliops and 
priefts interrogated the criminal ; compelled him 
to account for his thoughts, words, and aflions ; 
and prefer ibed the terms of his reconciliation 
with God. But as this difcretionary power 
might alternately be'abufcd by indulgence and 
tyranny, a rule of difcipline was framed, to 
inform and regulate the fpiritual judges. This 

*« The vi"* DIfcourfe of FIcury on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory (p. izj 
— •ft6i.) containn an accurate and rational view of the caufes and 
effe^s of the crufadcs. 

>* The penance, indulgences, &c« of the middle ages are amply 
dTTcufled b^ Muntori (Antiquitat. Italise medii ^vi, torn. v. 
dilfert. Ixviii. p. 709— 76S.)» and by M. Chais (Lettres fur les 
Jisbiles et les Indulgences, torn. ii. lettres 2r & 12. p. 47S— 556.), 
with this diffierence, that the abufes of fuperitition are mildly, per- « 

haps faintly, expofed by the learned Italian, and pecTilhly magnified 
by the Dutch minifter. 

mode 
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CHAP, mode of legiflation was invented by the Greeks ; 
their peniteniiah *' were tranflated, or imitated, 
in the Latin church ; and, in the time of Char- 
lemagne, the clergy of every diocefe were pro- 
vided with a code, which they prudently con- 
cealed from the knowledge of the vulgar. In 
this dangerous eftimate of crimes and punifti- 
ments, each cafe was fuppofed, each difference 
was remarked, by the experience or penetration 
of the monks ; fome fins are enumerated which 
innocence could not have fufpefted, and others 
which reafon cannot believe ; and the more ordi- 
nary offences of fornication and adultery, of per- 
jury and facrilege, of rapine and murder, were 
expiated by a penance, which, according to the 
various circumftances, was prolonged from forty 
days to feven years. During this term of mor- 
tification, the patient was healed, the criminaL 
iras abfolved, by a falutary regimen of fafts and 
prayers : the diforder of his drefs was expreflive 
of grief and remorfe ; and he humbly abftamed 
from all the bufinefs and pleafure of focial life. 
But the rigid execution of thefe laws would have 
depopulated the palace, the camp, and the city: 
the Barbarians of the Weft believed and trem- 
bled ; but nature often rebelled againft principle ; 
and the maglftrate laboured without effed to en- 
force the jurifdiftion of the prieft. A literal 
accomplifhment of penance was indeed impradi- 

M Schmidt (Hiftoirede« AUemandsi tern. ii\ p« 3x1— iao« 4>5«"-" 
461.) givet an abftraA of the Penitential of Rhegino in the ninth» 
and of Burcbard in the tenth, century. In one yeari five* and -thirty 
murders were perpetrated at Worms. 

cable ; 
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eablfe; tfee guilt of adultery was multiplied by ch^ap. 
daily r^jJ^tition ; that of homicide might involve 
the maffacre of a whole people ; each aA was 
feparately numbered ; and, in thofe times of 
anarchy and vice, a modeft (inner might eafily 
incur a debt of three hundred years. His infol- 
vency was relieved ^ by a commutation, or indul' 
gence : a year of penance was appreciated at 
twenty.fix fdidi** of filver, about four pounds 
fterling, for the rich; at three folidi, or nine 
ihillings,' for the indigent : and thefe alms were 
foon appropriated to the ufe of the church, which 
derived, from the redemption of fins, an inex- 
bauftible fource of opulence and dominion. A 
debt of threfe hundi'ed years, or twelve hundred 
pounds, was enough to impoverifh a plentiful 
fortune ; the fcarcity of gold and filver was fup- 
plied by the alienation of land ; and the princely 
donations of Pepin and Charlemagne are exprefsly 
givaa for the remedy of their foul. It is a maxim 
of the civil law, that whofoever cannot pay with 
his purfe, muft pay with his body ; and the prac- 
tice of flagellation was adopted by the monks, a 
cheap, though painful, eqaiivalent* By a fan** 
taftic arithmetic, a year of penance was taxed at 
three thoufand lalHes *' ; and fuch was the (kill 
and patiance of a famous hermit^ St. Domimc of 

*♦ Till the xv}^ century, we may fupport the clear aceount of 
x\\ denari'u or pence, to the filidus, or (hilling; and XX fili^ to th^ 
pooiHl «reig1it of li^vtr, about <ibe pouted fterling. *> Our m^ey h 
dSm'mKhetito a tliM; amd the French to a fiftieth, of thi»'priinittV« 
Aftndard; 

. ^ Each cefi«uj7of laihes was fan^lified with the recital of d pAtliti ) 
and the whole Pfalter, with the accompaniment of 15,000 ftrtpei, w>t 
equivalent to five years. 
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^Lviti:^' the Iron Guirafs**, that in fix days fcje ccurid 
*-^ difcharge an entire ccntury> by a whipping of 
three hundred thpufand ftripes. His example was 
followed by many penitents of both fexes ; and, 
as a vicarious facrifice was accepted, a fturdy dif* 
ciplinatian might expiate on his own back the fins 
of his benefadors ^^ Thefe compenfations of th« 
purfe and the perfon introduced, in the eleventh 
century, a more honourable mode of fatisfadion. 
The merit of military fervic<^ againft the Saracens 
of Africa and Spain, had .been allowed by the 
predecefTors of Urban the fecond. In the council 
of Clermont, that pope proclaimed a penary in-- 
dulgence to thofe who (hould enlift under the ban- 
ner of th^ crofs ; the abfolution of all their fins, 
and a full receipt for all that might be due of 
canonical penance^*. The cold philofophy of 
modern times is incapaUe of feeling the impref- 
fion that was made on a finful and fanatic world. 
At the voice of their paftor, the robber j- the 
incendiary^ the homicide, arofe by thoufiuias to 

^^ The Life anif AtcbieTcments of St. Dominic Loricatus* wiis 
compofed by his frieml and admirer, Peter DaiDiAnus. See F]evry» 
Hid. Ecclef. torn. xiii. p. 96— *to4. Baron ius, A. D. 1056^ N^ 7. 
who obfervet from Damianus, how falhional>le, even among ladiet 
ofijuality (fublimis generis), tbttf expiation ( purga tori t gen us^T way 
groi^n. 

> <f AX%qii^tevy or tHn half a rial a laibt Sancho Pansa: was a 
<heii||^r« and poflibly not a more clifbuneft, workman. I remember 
!^ Ipcre Liibat (Voyngm en Ita lie,. torn. vii. p. i^-..^^.) a very lively 
^•i^iire of the ^urffm(f of one. of thefe attitts. 

** Qlfkun^tte piq tola devotion^, non prA honoris.. yel pecuiHpi 
a<ieyii^e, ad Hberandam ecclefi^m Dei JtrvfaJtia prof«6^tta fvMkp 
iter ilhid pro omni pcenitentia rcpuretur. Canon. Condi. Clac^ 
moim ii« p. S89« Gutbei't ftyles it novum falutit gea«a (p. 47>*)»> 
tad ia alraoft philufopbical on the fubjc^.. . 
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redeem A^lf fouls, by repeatfeg oAthS infidels ^*^^f„f*' 
the feme deeds wMch they had exercifed ^gainft 
rheir Chriftiari brethrcfn ; afrid the term^ of atone- 
ment t^ere eagerly einbraced by offenders df e^erjr 
rank aind defiominaitioti. Nonfe werfe j|)uffe \ nohi' 
were exempt frofn the gdih: and penalty dt fin ; 2(nd 
tbofe who wefe the leaft ameflabld to the juftlce 
of God and the ehurth, wire the bcft entitled to 
the teniporal and eternal recompence of their pious 
courage. If they fell, the fpirit of the Latin 
clergy did not hefitate to adorn thetr tomb with' 
the crown of martyrdoiA *• ; and fliouid thfey {\ii^ 
vive,^ they coald expeft without impati^nc^ the' 
delay and increafe of their heavenly r<swslrd* They' 
offered their blood to the Son of Cod^ Who had' 
laid doii^nhis life for their falvation*: they took 
up the crofs, and entered with confidence into 
the way of the Lord* His providence Would' 
watch over their fafety; perhaps his vifible and' 
n^iraculbus power would fmo6th the difficulties oft 
their hply enterprife. The cloud and piHar of^ 
Jshovab hkd marched before the Ifif^elites into 
the proBoiffed ^ hsA. Might not the Chriftians ^ 
morie risafonatHy hope that the rivers would open 
for their paflage } ^ar the walls of thef ftfotogeft 
cities would fall at the found of 'their trumpets ; ^ 
and that the fun would be airrefted in > his ^ mkl- ' 
career, to allow them time for the dfeftt tSion of 
the infideb? It* 

S9 Stffhat l^jfl^wa^the btllef of tbe crufadcrs, an^ci f«c}i \% tM 
uniforro/ftyle of tht hiftorians (^fprit de$ Croifades^ tomr. iii* 
P« 477-) i ^u( ^^ prayers f6r tht rtpofc of their fouFt'; isinieeniiftctit' 
itt Mhddim t^f Ugy wkh chp^9l«i[i!N^ oC 9)^ ., .; , ♦ 
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c «;A p^^ Of ^hc ^hjpfs «Ln4/<^^et« who march^ to Che 
'^"srr-^^, holy ^epulcbre^ I will dare to affirin, {hi^x all 
Temporal ^^j.^ ,.pTorDLpti54 i>J the fpific cf enthufialm •; the 
tnotiret. belief of merit, the hc^ of reward, ^nd the af* 
Hiraace of divine aid* Bot I gm equally per-* 
fuaded^ t^atyia many, if i^us not the fole, that m 
fame it was iiot ^he leading, principle ^ a^ion* 
The ufe and abufe* of religion, are feeble (d ftem^ r 
they are ftrong and irTefiftjble to impel, the 
ftream of national manners* Againft the . prifiater} 
wars of thj9 Barbari^i^fg theic bloody toutnamec^s^ 
Kcemio^s iff^es, and judi^isil duels, th& popes, 
and fynod^/ might i]^Se£i;uial)y thunder. It ia a 
more ea(;f t^.to prov6ke :the . metflf^fical dit 
pjuitfis , ^fv tjte .<Jreek$, to drire iatd the cloifter- 
the Yi^tift^ :Qf ^oardiy or defpotifni,..ta y(afi£lifji 
the pati^ce.of flav^.* ^ndxovatds, or to afitime- 
th6 .merit of the humanity, and benevolence of? 
modem. .Chri(Haats» . War aild . eioercife were" 
tlie reigning- pafiiona . of the franks or Laitins. ; 
they ^ttt enjoined, as a penance,r to. gratify 
thofe pa:({|tma, to vj(h difidiit Jands^.and to draw 
their fwords againft . the natiow of . the l^aft. 
Their tifti3ryj or eyeti thcSr af temjit, *touW im- 
mortali^e the names of the intrepid heroes of the 
crofs ; and the pnreft piety conld: nbt be infen- 
fible to the moft (plendid profpcift of military 
glory. In the petty- quarroU of Europe, they ♦ 
ihed the blood of their friends and cduntrymen,^ » 
•-ibr the acquifition perhaps of a caftle or a village. 
They could march with alacrity agafnft th'e^dif-. 
t^t : a}i4 hoftile n^tiona who- were ^evot^d rto.<, 
. their arms : thmr fMfsy "afreadf ^fp6d tVt ^ldefi«« 
;D tO fceptres 



feptres of Afe; aod^theiionqueft of'Apillia and c'K A p^ 
Sicily bji the Normans might exalt to royalty the 
hopes of th^ moft private adTentiirer» Gfariften>- 
dom, in her rudeft ftate, tnuft have .yielded to the 
climate and cultivation .of the Mahometan coun- 
tries i acfd their natural and artificial trealth bad 
been magnified by the - tales of pilgrims, and the 
gifts of m imperfe£t cosomerce. The vulgar^ 
both thi9 great and fmall^ were taught to betieve 
every. wood^r». of lands flowing with milk and 
honey, of mines a^d treafures, of gold and dia« 
monds, of palace^ of marble and jafper, and of 
odoriferous groves of cifini^mon and frankfocehfe* 
la this earthly paradife» each "wariioof depended 
oa his fword to can^e. a plenteous and i bohoumbld 
e(labU(hm^nt, which he pieafiired oxi^ by the 
ej|t«it of his wiihee^^ Their vafials and foldiers^ 
trufted their fortunes to God and thrir' mafter : 
the fpoUfsof a Turkifli eimnr might; i^nric)i tha 
meaneft folk) weir of the ' camp ;. atul the- fkh/<ouT of 
the wines, the beauty^ of the Oreciati women '% 
w^re temptations more adapted to the nat^ire,' 
Dhan to the profeiSon, of the champions^ of the 
crofs* The love of freedom was a powerful incite^ 

l^ The fadne hopes were difi^layed in the letters of the iidven-* 
toreis ad aniinandos qui in Francia leHderant. Hugh de Kei- 
tettt cmild boaft, that hrs fliare amoam«<t to one a1>be3r' and ten 
calUes, of the yearly value bf i fop i iniirksy fuid ^hac -lie ihould 
acquire an hundred caftles by ch< conqueft of AlepfM (Gufberrt 

P- 554. 555)- 
» In bis genuine eirfidttious letter to tbecouiit of PlMders^ Alex* 

iU8 mingles with tb^ danger of the church, and the relics of faintSf 

the aori ec ai genti amor, ^nd putcberuiinarttm fcBininarum f)olu|MM 

(p. 476. ) ; as if, fays the indignant Quibert, the Greek wotttn wtro 

liandfoiner than thofe of France. . ^ * 

C 3 ment 



9kz 31£E PECUHE AND FALL 

PHA:P* yojQiit ;to^lhe multiltiidles llrbo. wtre oppreffed by 

V--v^^9i^ feudal or ecctefiafticail tyranny. Under &ih holy 

fign, the peafants and burghers, who Were attached 

io the fervitude of the glebe, mt^ht efcape from 

an haughty lord, and tr anfplant themfelves and 

their ,famtUe$ to a land of liberty. The monk 

might . releafe himfelf from the dilcipUne of his 

convent : the debtor might fufpend the accumu« 

lajtion of ufakry, > and the purfuit of his creditors ; 

pnd outlaws and malefadors of every caft might 

c^ntibue t6 brave the laws and elude the puniih« 

nvcot of their crimes **. 

Influence . Thcfe modves were potent and numerous t 

ofexampie. |,^jjg^, ^ ^^^^ fingly Computed thjeir weight oii 

the mind of ..each individual, we muil add the hi-^ 
finite, fends, the multiplying powers of example^, 
^d fttfliiOQ* The firft fjrofely tes became the warm- 
eft.and moft effedcul miffionanes of the crofs: 
^^ongthfiir friends aiid countrymen they preached' 
^ tj)e <^tj^9.' th($ merit,, qtnd.thfi recompence, of their 
Ijoly YPS^i ^^ ^be ilioQ; rpludant bearers were 
infenfi|>ly dra^rn within the whirlpool of perfua* 
fyfj^ and ,^Mthority» The martial youths were fired' 
by the reproach . pr fqfpition of cowardice ; the 
opportunity of vifiting with an army the fepulchrc 
of Chrift, was jembrsiced by the old and infirm, 
^y wopei) ap4 children, who confplted rather 
their zeal than their ftrength ; and tbofe who in 
the evening had derided the folly of their compa- 
I mops, were- the moft eager, (he enfoing day, to 

. 3« Swrtjie- privileges of the Cru€tfign4tU freedom from debt, ufurj, 
jiiittry^.Aaeiibr iiiiHfce, &c. The pope was their perpetual guardian 
(Ducange^ torn, ii, p. 65U ^i^*)* ^ * 
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OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^^3 

'tread in their footfteps. The ignorance, which ^ {fyfu*** 
magnified the hopes, diminiih^d the perils, of 
*the enterprife. Since the Tnrkifii tonqueft, the 
paths of pilgrimage were obh'terated; the chiefs 
themfelves had an itnperfeft notion of the 
length of the way and the ftate of their ene- 
mies; and fuch was the ftupidJry of the peo- 
ple, that, at the fight of the firft city or caftle 
beyond the limits of their knowledge, they werfe 
ready to a(k whether that was not the Jerufalem, 
the term iand objeft of their labours. Yet the 
more prudent of the crufaders, who were not 
fure that they (hould be fed from heaven with a 
Ihower of quails or manna, provided themfelves 
Vith thofe precious metals,, which, in every coun- 
try, are the reprefentatives of every commodity, 
lo defray, according to their rank, the expences 
6f the road, princes alienated their provinces, 
nobles their 'lands and caftles, peafams their 
cattle and the inftruments of hulbandry. The 
value of property was depreciated by the eager 
competition of multitudes ; while the price of arms 
and horfes was raifed to an exorbitant height, 
by the wants and impatience of the buyers '*. 
Thofe who remained at home, with fenfe and 
money, were enriched by the e,jidemical dileafe ; 
the fovereigns acquired at a cheap rate the do* 
mains of their vaflals ; and the ecclefiaftical pur- 

3% Guibert (p. 481.) paints in lively colours this general evno* 
tiou. He was one oT ihe Uyv contemporarins who had geniui 
enough to fee| the ^tion'tthing fceaes that weie j>!|iring before their 
eyes. £rat itac^ue videre iniraculum euro omnes emere, atqu&vili 
veodfrej Sec, 
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TQE. DECLINE AND F^LL 

chafers completed the paymcAt by th^ a^iffanqs 
of their prayers. The crofe, which was; com- 
monly fewei on the garment, in cloth, ox. fiUst 
was infer ibed bv Ibme zealots on their ikin ; aa 
hot iron, or , indelible liquor, was app^i?d. to 
perpetuate the mark;, and a crafty monk* who 
(hewed the miraculous impreflion on his bread, 
was repaid with the popular veneratipn and the 
richeft benefices of Paleftine '*. 

The fifteenth of Augufl; had been fixed in the 
council of Clermont for the departure of the 
pilgrims: but the day was. anticipated, by. the 
thoughtlefs and needy crowd of plebeians ; and J 
fhall briefly difpatch the calamities which they in- 
filled and fuffered, before I enter on the mor^ 
ferious and fuccefsful enterprife of the chiefs. 
Early in the fpring, from the confines pf France 
and Lorraine, above fixty rhoufaqd of the.popU* 
lace of both fexes flocked round the firft mif- 
fionary of the crufade, and preflTed him* with cla- 
morous importunity to lead them to the holy 
fepulchre. The hermit, aflunvng the cbarader, 
without the talents or authority, of a general, < 
impelled or obeyed the forward impulfe of. his 
votaries along the banks of the Rhine and Da- 
nube. Their wants and numbers foon compelleid 
them to feparate, and his lieutenant, Walter 
the Penny lefs, a valiant though needy foldier, 
condufted a vanguard of pilgrims, whofe cohdi- 



3i Some inftancet of xh^Ce fligmats tre given in the ECpnt de« 
Croifades (torn. iii. p. 169, &c.) from authors whom I have not 
feeu* 

tion 
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tipn may be <|leteriQinQl .frqin the proponi^Q, Df ^ h a p, 
eight horremen. to fifi^een thGuiaiui foot. Tl)e esc- , 
^mple and foqtJ^psrof Peter were clofely p^rfued 
by another fenatic^^the monk Godefcal, whofe 
fermons had fwq^t away fifteen or twenty thojufaml 
jpafants from the villages of. Germany. . TJ^ 
rear was again prefled by an rherd of two hundred 
'thoufandy the mofl: ftupid and favage refufe of 
the people^ who mingled with their devotion a 
brutal licence of rapine, proilitution, and drunkeq- 
nefs. Some counts and gentlemen, at the head 
of three thoufand bojrfe, atteodxjd tbje niotiqniS <>f 
the multitude tq partake in the fpoil ) but jthelr 
genuine leaders (may we credit fuch foljy ?) 'yf^r^ 
a goofe and a gqat, who were carried. in the froa$» 
and to whom thefe worthy Chriftians afcribed ^^fi 
infufion of the divine fpirit '^ Of thefe, and of 
other ^ \>2ia<k of e^tbufxads, the firft and moft 
eafy warfare w^ts againf^ th^ Ji^h ^^P murderers 
of the Son. of Gqd.- Ip^.tbe trading cities of 
the Moielle ^pd the. Rjhine^ their colonies were 
numeroust an4 rich; and they enjoyed, undef 
the pro^edion of the emperor and the bifiiops^ 
the free exercife of their religion '*. At Verdun, 

Treves,^ 

3$ Fuit et aliud (c'Uis, c)ete(lal>ile in hac congreg^tioiif j^d^(kii% 
populi l^ulii et vcCan^? )eviratis> anjenm quendam divina ipiritu 
aflfercbani afH.^tnm, et (spellam non ii.ihus eoiiem repletam, et lut 
fibi ducc$ iVcnndae via& feceianr, &c. (Albert. Aqucnfif, I. u 
c. 31. p. 19^.). Had ttiefc peaiants founded ao empire* tKey nfi'ght 
hive intioiiuctd, as in Kgypt, the worfhip of aniiivaJs, which tUeir 
philofopliic defcendan'ts would have glollUi ovt^r with i'vme fp^fciaut 
and (ubtle allegory, 

J* Benjamin of Tudela defcribes the ftatc of bjs Jcwifli brcthrea 

from 
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t H A f». Ti%ves, Mentis, Spires, WormB, many tjioufandg 
A^k^/-^ of that unhappy people were pillaged and maf- 
-facred " : nor had they felt a more bloody ffiroke 
fidce the perfeciltion of Hadrian. A remnant ^^s 
^(kved by the firmnefs of their biihops, whb ac- 
cepted a feigned and tranfient converfion ; bdt 
•the inore obftinate Jews oppofed their fanaticifth 
to the fanaticifm of the Chriftians, barricadoefl 
•their houfes, and precipitating themfeives, ' theft: 
famih'es, and their wealth, into the rivers or the 
'flames, difappointed the maKce, or at lead the 
avarice, of their implacable foes. 
Their de- * Betweeii the frontiers of Auftria and the feat 
iniiun" ^^ ^^^ Byzantine monarchy, the crufaders were 
Mryaod cdmpeUed to trayerfe an interval of fix hundred 
^' p^ miles ; the wild and defolate countries of Hun* 
J096. gary'* and Bulgaria, The foil is fruitfyl, and 
interfered with rivers ; but it was then cotered 
with morafles and forefts,. which fpread to a 
boundlefs extent, whenever man has ceafed to 
exercife his dominion over the earth. Both na-^ 
tions had incited the rudiments of Chrifttanity ; 
the Hungarians were ruled by their native princes ; 

from Cologne along the Rhine : they were rich, generousi learnetf , 
fiofpitable, and lived in the e^ger hope of the MelHah (Voyage, 
rom. i« p. 243--245. par barHtier). In fevcnty yt:\r% (he wrote 
ftbout A. D. 1170)^ they had recovered from thete maflacreg, 

3» Thcfc maffacrett and depredations on ^hc Jews, which were 
renewed at each crtifade, are c^Oy related. Ic is true, that St. Bcr. 
nard (epift, 363. torn. i. p. 329) admonifhtrs the Oriental Frank,?, 
non font perfequendi Judaei, non funt triicidandi. The contrary 
d«^rine had been preached by a rivai loonic. 

t* See the contemporary defcription of Hungary in Otlio o^ 
Frifingen, I. ii. c. 3x4 in Muiatori, Script. Rcrum Ita)icar|||^ 
toni. f i. p. 665, ^66; ^ 

the 
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the Bulgarhns^ by a lieutenant of the Greek em- chap* 
peror ; but^ on the flighteft provocation, their 
ferocious nature was rekindled, and ample provo- 
cation was afforded by the diforders of the firft 
pilgrims. Agriculture rauft have beefi unfkilful 
and languid among a people, whofe cities were 
built of reeds and timber, which were deferted in 
the fummer feafon for the tents of hunters and 
fcepherds. A fcanty fupply of provlfions wa^ 
rudely demanded, forcibly fei^ed, and greedily 
confumed ; and on the' firft quarrel, the crufaders 
gave a loofe to indignation and revenge. But 
their ignorance of the country, of war, and of 
difcipline, expofed them to every fnare. The 
Greek praefeft of Bulgaria commanded a regular 
force; at the trumpet of the Hungarian king, 
the eighth or the tenth of his martial fubjefts bent 
their bows and mounted on horfeback ; their policy 
was infidious, and their retaliation on thefe pious 
robbers was unrelenting and bloody '•• About a 
third of the tiaked fugitives, and the hermit Peter 
wzs of the number, efcapei to the Thracian moun- 
tains; and the emperor, who refpefted the pil- 
grimage aj^d fuccour of the Latins, condufted 
them by fecure and eafy jourhies to Conftanti- 
pople, and adyifed them to await the arrival of 

3^ T^« old Hungarians, wlttioat excepting Turoizius, are ilt 
informed of thc^rit crAiJ^de, which tbry involve in a fingte p^^fTage, 
Katbna, like ourselves, can only (|uoie the wriiere of France^ 
but he compares with local iV-(ence (he ancient and modern geo- 
graphy. Jnte portam Cyperortt ia Sopron or Fofon ; J^allevWa, 
Zemlin; F/tiviut B^aroiy Savu$ $ Lintax, Leith; MeJ^roeb^ or 
Wfarfektfgi Ouar, or Mofon | TflMurg, Krigg (de Regibus Uungs. 
rise, lorn, iii, p. 19— 5^.), 

their 
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c.H^AP. their brethren. Fdr a while, they ;jfeiii*B^erai 
their faults and loffds; but Da;foooer,,vP!ere ih^y 
revived by the . hol'picable entertamt^eut^ t^U 
their venom was agajn. inflamed j they Uwgthgii^ 
benefaftor, and neither garden.^, nor. palaceSj-nor 
churches, were fafe from their d^predappns. For 
his own fafety, Alexius allured them to pafs oyec 
ip the Afiatic. fule of the. Bofpthorus.; but th^ 
blind impetupfiry foon urged them to. defeat 
the ilation which h^ had affigned, aqid toryfh 
headlong againft the Turks, who occupied tke^ 
road of Jerufalein. . The hermit^ confcious of 
his (hame, had withdrawn from thecamp to Cpn^ 
ftaQtinople ; and his lieutenant, Walter the Pennyv 
lefsj^ who was worthy of a better command, at-* 
tempted without fuccefs to introduce fome order 
and prudence among the herd ofjavages. • They: 
feparated in queft of prey, and th.emfelves fell aa 
eafy prey to the arts of the fultan. By a rumour 
that tlieir foremoft companions >5^ere rioting ixj. 
the fpoils of his capital, So|i man. tempted. th«, 
main , body to defcend into the pl^in of Nic^^ 
they were overwhelmed by the Turkifti .arrowsr;^ 
and a pyramid of bones'^"* informed- their com- 
paniofts of the place of their defeat. Of the firft 
crufaders, three hundred thoufat>d bad already 
periihed, before a fingle city was refcued from the 
InfideU, before their graver and more noble 
brethren had completed the preparations of their 
enrerprife *'. 

40 Anns Comneiia (Alexias, I. x. p« 487.) deiciibes thi&or&'v 

the iit^e uf Nkf, ftich wtie uli'd by the F^la;i)iu> tlieinrdveft as i,ho 
noiiiLiiiiis oi a wail. 
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29 THE DECLINE AND I^ALL 

c HA ?. Notieof the great fovereigns of Europe embarked 
f ^^ ^ .^ their perfons in the firft crufade. The emperor 
ctf^ihe*ft!ft Henry the fourth was not difpofed to obey the fum- 
crufade. mons of the pope : Philip the firft of France wa$ 
occupied by his pleafures ; William Rufus of Eng- 
land by a recent conqueft ; the kings of Spain 
were engaged in a domed ic war againft the Moors ; 
and the . northern monarchs of Scotland, Den^ 
.mark*% Sweden, and Poland, were yet ftrangers 
to the paffions and interefts of the Sonlh.. The 
religious ardour was more ftrongly felt by the 
princes of the fecond order, who held an- im- 
iportant place in the feudal fyftem. Thdr fituatioft ' 
'will naturally caft "under four |iifti|i£l heads the 
review of their names and charaders ; but I may ' 
efcape fome needlels repetition, by obferving at 
once, that courage and the exercife of arms are the * 
common attribute of tbefe Chriftiao adventuf ers^ , 
I. Godfrey I* The firft rank both in war and cduncS i» 
JjJJ^"" juftly due to Godfrey of Bouillon; and happy 
would it have been for the crufaders, if they had 
trufted themfelves to the fole condud of that ac« 
compliflied hero, a worthy reprefentative of Char* 
lemagne, from whom he was descended in the 
female line. His lather was of the noble vace of 
the counts of Boulogne -: Brabant, the lower pro^ 
vince of Lorraine ^% was the inheritance of his 

4* The author of the Hfprit des . Croifadts has doubted, ami 
might have dTfbelleved, the crufade and tragic death of prince 
SoenOf with 1500 or 13600 Danes, who was cut off^by fpltan So* -. 
liman in Cappadocia^ but who itill lives in the poem bf 't»ff(^ c 

(torn. iv. p. Ill— T15.)* . '^ I ^' 

41 The fragments of the kingdoms of Lotharingia, or ^omiiie; ^ 

were broken into the two duchies, of-tbe Moitlle^.aod of tli^'. 

Menfc ; the fitUt has prefcrved tts name, which in the Iftter ha| 

been changed into that of Brabant (Vale(^ Notit. GtlU b. it}— * 

ritother; 
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mother ;" a^- by the-^perer'« bounty, he wa» ^Vyfn^*' 
himfelf invefted -with that ducal title, which has 
been improperly transferred to his lordOiip of 
Bouillon in the Ardennes ^^ In the feryice of 
Henry the fourth^ he bore the great ftandard of 
the empire, and pierced with his lance the bread 
of Rodolph, the rebel kii%: Godfrey was the 
firft who afcended the walls of Rome; and hit 
iicknefs, his vow, perhaps his remorfe for bear- 
ipg arms againft the pope, confirmed an early 
refolution of viiiting the holy fepulchre, not as a 
pilgrim, but a deliverer. His valour was ma« 
tured by prudence and moderation; his piety, 
though blind, was fincere ; and, in the tumult 
of a camp, he pradifed the real and iiditious 
virtues of a convent. Sup^or to the private fac* 
tion9 of .the chiefs, he referved his enntiity for 
the.eneiQies of Chrift; and though he gained a 
kingdom by the attempt, . bis pure and diiin* 
terefted z^l was acknowledged by his rivals.^ 
Godfrey of Bouillon^' was accompanied by his 
two brothers, by Euftace the elder, who had 
fucceeded to the couniy of Boulogne, and by tike 
younger, B^dwin, a . cbara(^er of more ambi* 
guous virtue. The duke of Lorraine was alike 
cdebrated on either fi^e of the Rhine.: from; 
his birth and education he was. equally convert, 
fant with the French and Teutonic languages : 

44 $te^ in the drf^ription of Tnnjst, Imt the iy^be de Xongueine, 
the articles of Sm^'tgntf |>art i. p« 5^. Srahant, part ii. p. 47, 4t«- 
Bguiilmj p. 134. On hi^ departure, Godfrey Ibid or pawned BuuillQO. 
to the church for 13OQ maikt. 

' 4$ See the t^niily ebars^er of Godfrey, in WillUm of Tyre, 1. ix^^ 
c. $r**S4| hift pieviottt defign tn Ouibert {fr4^S')» hit HckneUi^d 
Vow» in Bcroird. Thefiior. (6. 7S.}. ' 

. the 
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tly, Ro- 
bert of 
Flander?, 
Stephen 
of Char- 
tresj &c. 



THK niCLINE AND tAtt. 

th9^ hxrom of France, Germany,' and Lotramfe', 
aflembled their viSih ; and the confederate forcfe 
that marched uhdet* his banner was compofed of 
fourfcore thoufaniJ foot a«d about ten thoufand 
horfe* IL In the parliament that was'' held at 
Paris, in the king's preferice, about two month? 
after the council of Clermont, Hugh coimt of 
Vermandois was the moft confpicuous of the? 
princes who afiumed the crofs. But the apypel« 
lation of i/je greatjv/z% applied, not fo much to 
his merit or poffeflions (though neither were 
contemptible), as to the royal birth of the bro^ 
therof the king of France ^^ Robert duke of 
Normandy was the eldeft fon of William the* 
Conqueror ; but on Ms father's death be wa^ de«* 
priv^d of the kingdom of England, by his own 
indolence and the aftivity of hk brother Ruftis.' 
The worth of Robert -was degraded by to excet- 
five levity and ealin^efs of tettiperi bfs cheerful- 
nefg feduced him to the indulgence of pleafure j 
his profufe liberaKty impovcrifted- tfee prince anrf 
people; his indifcriminate clemency multrpfed' 
tte number of ofiender^^ and Ib^ amiable quan- 
tities of a private man became the effential de-' 
hStk of a foveteigiu For r&e -trifling fum of terC. 
thdu&nd marks. he mortgaged Noriiiandy during 
bis ab&nce to - the Enjgliih ufurper'*^; but his 
; V . - - .. ^ '^ .. . : . 'engagement 



4^* An'nJl Comnenjt fuppQfeS, "fhat Hugh" was jprouc! of hi« tiohi^^ 
llt)% riches, ind poWeV "(t. x. pi 188); the two laft 'articles appear 
ihore'et)tii^oca)sbt)t antUymi* which ftVert hundred years ago' was' 
famous in the .palace of Conitantinople, attefts the ancient dignity of 
tHb Capetian family of France. . , ' , • - . . 

'^ Will. OenletieeiSfis^' I', vii. *c, j. p. '6/ij 5;^; in CamU^n^ 

Notmanicif* 
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engagement ' and behaviour in the holy war, an- chap. 
nounced in Robert a reformation of manners, >^»^,-1j 
and reftored him in^fome degree to the public 
efteem. Another Robert was count of Flanders, 
a royal province, which, in this century, gave 
three queens to the thrones of France, England, 
and Denmark: he was furnamed the fword and 
lance of the Chriftians ; but in the exploits of a 
foldier, he fometimes forgot the duties of a gene- 
ral. Stephen, count of Chartres, of Blois, and 
of Troyes, was one of the richeft princes of th^ 
age J and the number of his caftles has been 
compared to the three hundred iind fixty-five days 
of the year. His mind was improved by litera- 
ture; and, in the council of the chiefs, the elo- 
quent Stephen ^* was chofen to difcharge the office 
of their prefident, Thefe four were the prin- ^ 
cipal leaders of the French, the Normans, and 
the pilgrims of the Britifh ifles : but the lift of 
the barons who were pofleffed of three or four 
towns, would exceed, fays a contemporary, the 
catalogue of the Trojan war *^ III. In the fouth uy ^g^. 
df France, the command was aflumed by Adhe- ^^^^ ^^ 
mar, bifhop of Puy, the pope's legate, and by iouf«. 

(^ormauicis. He pawned the duchy for one hundredth part of the 
preitiK yearly revenue. , Ten thoufand marks may be equal tu five 
hundred thouHnNl iivres, and Nurma^uly annually yields fifty- feven 
millions to the king (Nccker, Adminiftratioo des Finances^ torn. i« 

p. a«7). 

4* His original letter to his wife is infertcd in the Spicilegium of 
Dom. Luc* d*Achert, tonu iv. and quoted in the Efpric des Croi- 
fades, torn. i. p. 63. 

49 CJnius enim, duCkni, tri\im Tru qpatuor oppidorum dominos 
quis numcret } quorum t^nra fiiit copia, ut non vix totideir> Tro« 
jana ob()4io cocfgiflit putetur (^ver the lively and jnterelting Guibert, 
p. ^S6.). 

Vol. XI. D Raymond^ 
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c fv^i^^ Raymond, count of St. Giles and Tholoufe, 
who added the prouder titles of duke jof Nar- 
bonne and marquis of Pirovenee. The former 
was a refpeftable prelate, alike qualified for this 
world and the next. The latter was a veteraq. 
'wiarrior, who had fought againft the Saracens of 
Spain, and who confecrated his declining ■ age,, 
^ot only to the deliverance, but to the perpetual 
fervice, of the holy fepulchre. His experience 
and riches gave him a ftrong afcendant in the 
Chriftian canjp, whofe diftrefs he was often able* 
and fometigies willing, to relieve. But it was 
cafier for him to extort the praife of the Infidels, 
than to preferve the love of his fubjeflis and 
afibciates. His eminent qualities were clouded 
by a temper, haughty, envious, and obftinate; 
and though he refigned an ample patrimony^ 
for the caufe of God, his piety, in the public 
opinion, was not exempt from avarice and am- 
bition *''. A mercantile, rather than a martial 
fpirit, prevailed among his provincials '% a com* 
mon name, which included the natives of Au- 
vergne and Languedoc '% the vaflals of the king- 
dom 

50 IX 18 fiTigalar enough^' that Raymond of St. Giles, a fecond 
charafler in the genuine hiftory of the crufades, fltould fhine as the 
firft of heroes in the writings of the Greeks ( Anna Comnen. Al«xiad> 
]. X, xi.) and the Arabians (Lcuigueruana^ p. 129,). ' 

, $« Omnes de Burgundia, ct.Alvernii, ct Vafconia, et Gothi (of 
Languedoc)^ provinciales appellabantur, caetcri vero Franeigense et hoe 
in exercitu j inter holies auteiR Fraoci dicebantur* ' Raymond de9 
Agilesy p. X44.. 

5* The town of his birth, or firft appapage, was confecrated t<y 
St. JEgidius, whofe name, as early as the firft crufadej^was corrupted 
by the Frencli into 8tt GilleS| or St. Gil^ It is iituate in t(if i'owetf 



My.: ; 
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dora of Burgtindy or Aries. From the adjacent chap. 
frontier of Spain, he drew a band of hardy ad- *^'^^>m^ 
Venturers ; as he marched through Lombardy, a 
croud of Italians flocked to his ftandard, and his 
united force conlifted of one hundred thoufand 
horfe and foot. If Raymond was the firft to 
enlift and the lafl: to depart, the delay may be 
excufed by the greatnefs of his preparation and 
the pron'iife of an everlafting farewell. IV. The iv. Bohe. 
name of Bohemond, the fon of Robert Guifcard, 5?°"** *"^ 

' Tancrcd. 

was already famous by his double victory over 
the Greek emperor : but his father's will had 
reduced him to the principality of Tarentum, 
and the remembrance of his Eaftern trophies, till 
he was awakened by the rumour and paflfage of 
the French pilgrims. It is in the perfon of this 
Norman chief that we may feek for the cooled 
policy and ambition, with a fmall allay of religious 
fanaticifm. His conduft may juftify a belief that 
he had fecretly direfted the defign of the pope, 
which he afFefted to fecond with aftonifliment and 
zeal: at the fiege of Anialphi, his example and 
difcourfe inflamed the paflions of a confederate 
army ; he inftantly tore his garment to fupply 
crofles for the numerous candidates, and prepared 
to vifu Conftantinople and Afia at the head of 
ten thoufand horfe and ' twenty thoufand foot* 
Several princes of the Norman race accompanied 
this veteran general j and his coufin Tancred'* 

was 

Languedoc, between NiGnes and the Rhdne, and flill boafts a co?- 
legiate church of the foundation of Raymond (Melanges ciies d'uac 
grande Bibliotheque, torn, xxxvii.p. 51. }• 

5| The mother of Taftcred wa$ £innaa, filler of the great R©. 

D» ^ bert 
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c rt A p. was the partner, rather than the fervant, of the 
V*.— -V--L' war. In the accompliflied charafter of Tancred, 
we difcover all the virtues of a perfeft knight **, 
the true fpirit of chivalry, which infpired the 
generous fentiments and focial offices of man, far 
better than the bafe pjiilofophy, or the bafer reli- 
gion, of the times. 
Chivalry. Between. the age of Charlemagne and that of 
the crufades, a revolution had taken place among 
the. Spaniards, the Normans, and the French, 
which was gradually extended to the reft of Eu- 
rope. The fervice of the infantry was degraded 
to the plebeians ; the cavalry formed the ftrength 
of the armies, and the honourable name of milesj 
or Ibldier, was confined to the gentlemen" who 

ferved 

bcrt Gruifcnrd $ his father, the mnrquis Odo the Good. It is 
fingular enough, that the fartiily and country of fu illuftrious a 
peiTon ihould he unknown ) but Muratori reafonahly conjee^ 
cures that he was an Italian, and jjerhaps of the race of the 
marqiiiiTcs of Montferrat in Piedmont (Script, torn. ▼. p. 281, 

J* To gratify the childifh vanity of-the houfe of Efte, TaflTo has 
inferted in his poem, and in the fiii^ crufade,. a fabulous hero, the 
brave and amorous Rinaldo (x. 75. xvii. 6f — 94.)- He might 
boriow his name from a Rinaldo, with the A<]ui!a bianca Eiienfe, 
V ho vanquished, as the liandard. bearer of the Koman church, the 
emperor Frederic I. (Storia Imperiale lii Ricobaldo, in Muratori 
Script. Ital. torn. ix. p. 360. Ario<Vo| Orlan<to Furiofo, iii* 30.}. 
But, I. The di(laiice of fixty years between the youth of the two 
Kinaldos, dcftioys their identity. 2. The Storia liDperiale is a 
forgery of thecontc Boyardo, at the end ot the xv'* century (Mura- 
tori, p. »8i — 2S9.)« 3. I'his Kiiitildo, and his e:)(ploit8, are not 
lefs chimericii (ban the hero of i affo (Muratori, Antichiia Eftenie, 
torn. i. p. 350.). 

SS Oi X\\t^o\\\% lentilitf gefitilh9mtMi gentl^aiif two etymologies sre 
produced s i. From the Baibarians of the iitth century, the foldiers, 
and at length the conquerors of the Roman empire, who were 
vain of their foreign oobiiity; and, t. Fro.ro the fenfe of.thc 

civilians^ 
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fervcd on horfeback, and were inveftcd with the c h a p. 

LVilK 

charadler of knighthood. The dukes and counts, ^^ 
who had ufurped the rights of fovereignty, di- 
vided the provinces among the^r faithful barons : ' 
the barons diftributed among their vaflals the fiefs 
or benefices of their jurifdidion; and thefe mili- 
tary tenants, the peers of each other and of their 
lord, compofed the noble or equeflrian order, 
which difdained to conceive the peafant or burgher 
as of the fame fpecies with themfelves. The 
dignity of their birth was preferved by pure 
and equal alliances ; their fons alone, who could 
produce four quarters or lines of anceftry, with- 
out fpot or reproach, might legally pretend to 
the honour of knighthood ; but a valiant plebeian 
was fometimes enriched and ennobled by the 
fword, and became the father of a new race. 
A fingle knight could impart, according to his ' 
judgment, the charader which he received ; and 
the warlike fovereigns of {Europe derived moie 
glory from this perfonal diflinftion, than from 
the luftre of their diadem. This ceremony, of 
which Tome traces may be found in Tacitus and 
the woods of Germany '% was in its origin fimple 
and profane; the candidate, after fome previous 
trial,, was invefted with the fword and fpurs; 
and his cheek or ihoulder were touched with a 
flight blow, as an emblem of the laft aflfront, 
which it was lawful for him to endure. But fu- 

civilians, who confider gtutilif z% fynonymout with ingnMut, SeU 
deo inclines to the firft^ but the latter is more pure, as well as pro- 
bable. 

5^ Framea fcutoqac juvenem ornant. Tacitus* Germania, c. 13* 

D 3 perdition 
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perftition 'mingled in ' every public and private 
action of life ; in the holy wars, it fanftified the 
profeffion of arms ; and the order of chivalry wa« 
ailimilated . in its rights and privileges to the facred 
orders of priefthood. The bath and white gar- 
ment of the novice, were an indecent copy of 
the regeneration of baptifm : hiq fword, which he 
qSered on the altar, was bleffed) by the minifters 
of religion; his folemn reception was pteceded 
by fads and vigils ; and he was create4 x knigbt 
in • the name of God, of St. George, and of St* 
Michael . the., archangel. He fwore to aecotnpU& 
tke duties of his profedion ;>. and education, ex- 
ample, and the public opinibn^ wef'e the &ivio- 
lable guardians of his oath. As the champion of 
God and the ladies (I .blufh to unite fuch difcor- 
dant names), he devoted himfelf tonfpeak the 
truth ; to maintain the right ; to proteft the dif- 
treffed} to pradbife courtejy, a virtue fefs^ familiar 
to the ancients ; to purfue the infidels ; to defpife 
the allurements of eafe and fafety ; and (to vindi«^ 
cate in every perilous adventure the. honour o^ 
his character. The abufe of the fame fpirit pro- 
voked the illiterate knight to difdain the arts of 
induflry and peac^ ; to efteem himfelf the fole 
judge and avenger of his own injuries ; and' 
proudly to negledl the laws of civil fociety and 
military difcipline. Yet the benefits of this inflir 
tution, to refine the temper of Barbarians, and 
to infufe feme principles of faith, juftice, and 
humanity, v\;ere ftrongly felt, arid have been often 
obferved. The afperity of national prejudice was 
foftened j and the community of religion and 

arm$ 
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arrts fpr^Jid a nmilar colour and generous emu- 
larion over'the face of Chriftendom. Abroad, 
in enterpfife and pilgrimage, at home in martial 
€xercife, the warriors of every country were per- 
petuaH'y affodated ; and impartial tafte muft pre- 
fer a Gothic tournamenc to the Olympic games 
of claffic antiquity ". Inftead of the nakeci 
ipeftacfes which corrupted the mJinners of thd 
Creeks, and batilflied from the ft'adiutri the vir^' 
gins and' nlatroiis ; the pompous decorattoii of 
the lifts waS^ crbWned with the prefence of chafte 
and high-born beauty, from whofe hands, the 
<ionqueror received the prize of his dexterity anct 
courage. The ikill and (trength that were ex- 
erted in wreftling and boxing, bear a diftant and 
doubtful relation to the merit of a foldier; but 
ifhe tournaments, as they were invented in France, 
and eagerly adopted botli in the^'^lEafl: and Weft, 
prefented a lively iriiage of the bufinefs of the 
field* The fingle combats, the general fkirmifli, 
the defeiice of a pafs, or caftle, .were rehearfed 
as in aftual fervice ; and the conteft, both in 
real and mimic war, uras decided by the fuperior 
management of the horfe and lance. The lance 
was the proper and peculiar weapon of the knight : 
fiis horfe was' of a large and heavy breed j but 
this charger, till he was roufed by the approach- 

i7 The athletic exercifes, particularly thek<s(lus and pancratium^ 
were condemned by Lycurgu;, PhllopceiDtn, and GaJeo> a lawgiver, 
a general, and a phydcian. Againft thtir authority ^nd reafons, the 
reader may weigh the apology of Lucian, in the chara^ler of "Solon* 
See Weft on (he Olymjiic Ganges, in his Pindar^ vol. it. p. 8<i^96. 
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CHAP, ing danger, was ufually led by a% attendant, and 
"^ he quietly rode a pad or palfrey of a more cafy 
pace. Hre helmet, and fword, his greaves, and 
buckler, it would be fuperfluous to defciibc ; but 
I may remark, that at the period of the crufades, 
the armour was lefs ponderous than in later 
times 'p and that, inllead of a mafly cuirafs, his 
bread was defended by an hauberk or coat of 
mail. When their long lances were fixed in the 
reft, the warriors furioufly fpurred their horfes 
againft the foe ; and the light cavalry of the 
Tyrks and Arabs could feldom (land againft the 
direct and impetuous weight of their charge^ 
Each knight was attended to the field by his 
faithful fquire, a youth of equal birth and (imi- 
lar hopes ; he was followed by his archers and 
men at arms, and four, or five, or fix foldiers, 
were computed as the furniture of a complete 
lance* In the expeditions to the neighbouring 
kingdoms or the Holy Land, the duties of the 
feudal tenure no longer fubfifted ; the voluntary 
^ fervice of the knights and their followers was 
either prompted by zeal or attachment, or pur- 
chafed with rewards and promifes ; and the num- 
bers of each fquadron were meafured by the 
power, the wealth, and the fame, of each inde- 
pendent chieftain. They were diftinguilhed by 
his banner, his armorial coat, and his cry of 
war ; and the moft ancient families of Europe 
muft feek in thefe atchievements the origin "^nd 
proof of their nobility. In this rapid portrait of 
chivalry^ 1 have been urged to anticipate on the 

ftory 
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ftory of the crufades, at once an eflGaft. and a ^ w a p. 
caufe^ of this memorable inftitution *'. - ^^^^-^ 

Such were the troops, and fuch the leaders^ March of' 
who aiTomed the crofs for the deliverance of the to Con- 
holy fepulchre. As foon a$ they were relieved- ^i*" a^q 
by the abfence of the plebeian multitude, they i'o9^»Att. 
encouraged each other, by interviews and met aId.'ioo/, 
fages, to accomplifh their vow, and haften their- ^*y* 
departure. Their wives and fifters were defirous; 
of partaking the danger and merit of the pilgri** 
mage; their portable treafures were conveyed in. 
bars of filver and gold ; and the princes and bau- 
rons were attended by their equipage of hounds 
and hawks to amufe their leifure and to .fupply 
their table. The difficulty of procuring fubfift. 
ence for fo many myriads of men and horfes,' 
engaged them to feparate their forces ; their choice 
or (ituation determined the road ; and it wat 
agreed to meet in the . neighbourhood of Con- 
ftantinople, and from thence to begin their ope- 
rations againft the Turks«. From the banks of 
the Meufe and the Mofelle, Godfrey of Bouillon 
followed the direft way of Germany, Hungary, 
and Bulgaria; and, as long as he exercifed the 
fole command, every ftep afforded fome proof of 
his prudence and virtue. On the confines of 
Hungary he was flopped three weeks by a Chrif- 

SS On the curious AibjeAt of knighthood, knights- r«mc(» nobi- 
litjf arms, cry of war, banners, and tournaments, an ample fund 
of information may be fought in Seiden (Opera, torn. lii. part \, 
Titles of Honour, part ii. c. i. 3. 5.S.), Oucange (GloC Latin* . 

torn. iv. ^. 398 — 4.ta. &c.), DiiTertations fur Joinville (i, vi— ^if» 
p« 117—141. p. 1^5—- 111.), and M* dc St« Palayt (Mamoirs fur la 
Chevalerie). 

tian 
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CHAP. (lant)eopIe, to whotn the namci or at leaft the 

I Vllf • 1 * ' ^^ 

*^ abufc, of the crofs was juftly odious. The Hun- 
garians ' ftill fmarted with the wounds which they 

. had rfeceiTcd from the fif ft pilgrims : in their t'urrt 
they-had abnfed the right of defenoe arid retalia- 

' trori; and they had reafon to apprehend a fevere' 
revenge from an hero of the fame nation, and' 

•who'N;v<as engaged -itt the fame caufe. 'But, aftet 
weighing the motives and thfe events, the vir^ 
tiiouis :duke WAS content to pity the crimes and 
misfortunes of hi« worthlefs brethren; arid hi$^ 
tvdvei- deputies, the meffengers of peace, re- 
qoefted in his name a free pafiage and an equaF 
n^iarket. To remove their fufpicioiis, Godfrey 
trlifted' himfelf, and afterwards his brother, to' 
t))e £aith of Carloman king of Hungary, who 
treated them with a fimple but hofpitablp enter-' 
t^nment: the jtreaty was fandified.by their com^> 
n)on gofpei ; and a proclamation, rrnider pain ofi 
death, r^ftrained the animofity and- licence of tfa^l 
Latin foldiers. From Auftria to Belgrade, they- 
t|:av0rfed the pkinst^of Hungary, without endur-' 
ing or oflFering an anjury ;;.aind the proximity of 
(^aRlamsin, who hovered on', their - flanks with his- 
numerous cavalry; was a pretantioh not lefs^ ufe^ 
fill for their fafety than for his: own. They' 
reached the banks of the Save; and no' fooner 
had they pafled the river than the king of Hun- 
gary reftored thd hoftages, and faluted their de* 
parture with the faireft wifhes for the fuccefs 
of their cnterprife* With the fame cpnduft 
and difcipline^ Godfrey pervaded. the woods of. 
Bulgaria and the frontiers of Thrace j and might- 

7 con* 
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^mgratulate himietf, that he bad alcnoft reached c h a iv 
die.firfli term of 'bis pilgrimage^ without drawing 
fats fword againft a Chriftian adverfary. After an 
eafy and pleafant journey through Lombardy, from 
Turifl to Aquikiav Raymond and his provincials 
matched forty days through the favage country of 
DaJmotia " and Sclkvonia. : The weather was a 
peepetual' feg ; the land was mountainous and de*^ 
fol^e ; the natives were either fugitive or hoftile ; 
kofe in. their religion and government, they re- 
filled i to furniifa provifions on^^guidesj murdered 
t^ ftragglcra ; and cxercifed by night and day tha 
vigilance of th^ count, who denved more facu* 
tity from the . puni^ment of fome captive i(ob<* 
bers than from.; his interview and treaty with tiie 
prince of Scodra *^ . His march between Diiraz^ 
70 and Conftantinople was barafled, withont be« 
ifig. flopped, by the: peafants/and foldiers of the 
Gpi^k emperor; ainl the fame faint and ambi^ 
gi^QUS hoflility was prepared, for the remaining 
chie^, who paflfed; the Adriatic from the coaft 
of Italy* Bohemond had arms and veflels, 
^nd foretight and . discipline } and his name was 

59 The familise Dalmaticae of Ducange are meagre and imper- 
te^l the national hiftorians are recent and fabulous, the Greeks re- 
mote and carelefs. In the year 11 04, Coloman reduced the man*, 
time country as far as Tr3Vi and Salona (K,atona> Hift. Crit. torn. iii. 
p. 195—207.). 

^° Scodras appears in Livy as the capital and fortrefs of Gen— 
tius king of the lUyrians, arx munitiiTima, afterwards a Roman 
colony (Celiarius^ torn, u p« 3939 394*)* ^^ ^^ now called Ifco** 
dar, or Scutari (d*Aoville, Geographic Ancienne, torn. i. p. 164.}; 
The fanjiak (now a pailia) of Scutari, or Schendeire, was the 
viit^'* under the Beglerbeg of Romania, and furniflied 600 foldiers 
on a revenue of yZ^yij rix-dollart (Maifigli, Suto Militate <lel 
Jmpero Ottomano^ p» |2S«)» 

not 



M 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP, nor forgotten in the provinces df Epirus and Thef- 
faly. Whatever obftacles he encountered were 
furmounted by his military condudl and the va- 
lour of Tancred; and if the Norman prince 
aflfefted to fpare the Gr^ks^ he gorged his foU 
diers with the full plunder of an heretical caftle^'% 
The nobles of France prefled forwards with the 
vain and thoughtleft ardour of which their na- 
tion has been fometimes accufed. Prom the Alps 
to. Apulia the march of Hugh the Great, oftb^ 
two Roberts, and of Stephen of. Chartres, througlv 
a. wealthy country^ and amidft the applaudmg 
Catholics, was a devout qr triumphant progrieis: 
they kified the feet of the Roman pontiff; and 
the golden ftandard of St.. Peter was delivered ta 
the brother of the French monarch**. But in 
this vifit of piety and pl^afure, they neglefled 
to fecure the feafoh, and the means, of thlsir 
embarkation : « the winter was infenfibly loft ; 
their troops were fcattered and corrupted in the 
towns of Italy. They feparately accompliflied 
their paflage, regardlefs of fafety or dignity : 
and within nine months from the feaft of the 
Affumption, the day appointed by Urban, all 
the Latin princes had reached Conftantinople. 



^' In .Pelagonra caftrnm hereticiim . . • • . fpoliatum cum ft»tt 
kahttatorihus igne comlinflfere. Uec id eis injuria contlgit : i]Uta 
SloFam dcteftabilis fermo ct cancer ferpebat, jamque circumja* 
ccotes regiones fuo pravo dogmate fcedaverat (Robert. Moit. 
f^ 3^9 37«)* After coolly relating the U6l, the archbifhop Bald, 
lie adda, at a praifr, Omnes fiquidem illi viatore>, Judeos, hs»« 
ictico«9 Saracenos a&quaiitttr habent exofos ; quos oinnea appei*. 
i^iit i»iniiico8 Dei (p. 91.}. 

(AUxud» U X, p, 2S8.). 

But 
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But the count of Vermandois was . produced as a chap. 
captive ; his foremoft veffeU were fcattered by 1— i^^^w 
a temped ; and his perfon, againft the law of na- 
tions, was detained by the lieutenants of Alexius. 
Yet the arrival of Hugh had been announced by 
four-and-twenty knights in golden armour, who 
commanded the emperor to revere the general of 
the Latin Chriftians, the brother of the King of ^ 

kings*'* 

In fome Oriental tale I have read the fable of a Policy of 
fliepherd, who was ruined by the accompliftiment ro^^J^ 
of his own wiflies : he had prayed for water; the u«Com. 
Ganges was turned into his grounds, and his "*A*b. 
flock and * cottage were fwept away by the inun- '**9^' ^- 
dation. Such was the fortune, or at leaft the a.d7 
apprehenfion, of the Greek emperor Alexius J]^^^' 
Comneaus, whofe name has already appeared in 
this hiftory,, and whofe conduft is fo differently 
reprefented by his daughter Anne *% and by the 

eirsyrof. This Oriental ^ump is extravagant in a count ot Vcfmaiw 
dois j but thr patriot Ducange repeats with much complacency (Not« 
ad Alcxiait, p. 3^2, 353. DilTcrt. xxvii. fur Join viil«, p, 315.), the 
paiTages of Mnttbew Paris (A. D. 1254.) and FioKTaid (vol, \r* 
p. 201.}, which ftiU the king of France^ rex regum,and chef de tuui 
Jes roit Chretiens. 

*♦ Anna Conrtnena was born the i*« ftf December, A. D. 10^3, 
indi6tion vii. (Alcxiad, I. vi. p. 166, X67.). At thirteen, tiie 
time of the firit crufade, .(lie was ntibile, and perhaps married tp 
the younger Nieephoius Bryennius, whom ihe fondly ftyles rot 
ifMP Kfn^fftfa (1. X. p. 195. 296.}. Suni« modems h^ve imofjnkd^ 
chac her enmity to Buhemond whs the fruit of dif^ppointed iove. 
In the tranfaftirns of Conitantinople and Mice, her partial accounts 
(Aicx* I. X, xi. J.'. »83«-3X7.) mny be oppofed to tlic partiality of 
the Jl.at4ns> but in their lubfci^uent exploits die is brief and 
i^iigranc. 

Latin 
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CHAP. Latin writers *'. In the coancil of Placentia, ISi 
ambalTadors had foiicited a moderate fuccour» 
perhaps of ten thoufand foldiers: but he was 
aftoniflied by the approach of fo many potent 
chiefs and fanatic nations. The emperor fluc- 
tuated between hope and fear, between timidity 
and courage ; but in the crooked policy which he 
miftook for wifdom, I cannot believe, I cannot 
difcern, that he malicioufly confpired againft the 
life or honour of the French heroes. The pro- 
mifcuous multitudes of Peter the hermit, were 
favage beads, alike deftitute of humanity and 
reafon : nor was it . poflible for Alexius to pre- 
vent or deplore their deftruftion. The troops of 
Godfrey and his peers were lefs contemptible, 
but not lefs fufpicious, to the Greek emperor. 
Their motives might be pure and pious ; but he 
was equally alarmed by his knowledge of the am- 
bitious Bohemond, and his ignorance of the 
Tranfalpine chiefs : the courage of the French 
was blind and headftrong ; they might be tempted 
by the luxury and wealth of Greece, and elated by 
the view and opinion of their invincible ftrength } 
and Jerufalem might be forgotten in the profpeft 
of Conftantinople. After a long march and pain-* 
ful abftinence, the troops of Godfrey encamped 
in the plains of Thrace ; they heard with indig- 
nation, that their brother, the count of Verman- 
dois, was imprifoned by the Greeks ; and their 

^5 In their views of the character and condu6( of Alexius, 
Maimbourg has favoured the Catholic Franks, and Voltaire has been 
partial to tht fehifmatic Greeks. The prejudice of a philofopher is 
lefs cxcufable Uian that of a Jefuit, 

reluftanf 
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tduftant duke was compelled to indulge them: in ^ lvjiJ* • 

fome freedom of retaliation and rapine. They 

were appeafed by the fubmifEon of Alexius ; be 

promifed to fupply their camp ; and as they re* 

fufed, in the midft of winter, to pafs the Bofpho* 

rus, thqir quarters were affigijed among the gar* 

dens and palaces on the (hores of that narrow Tea. 

Put an incurable jealoufy ft ill rankled in the 

minds of the two nations, who defpifed each other 

^ flav^s and Barbarians. Ignorance is the ground 

of fufpicion, and fufpicion was inflamed into daily 

provocations : prejudice is blind, hunger is deaf; 

and Ale;sius is accufed of a defign to ftarve or 

aflault the Latins in a dangerous poft, on all 

fides encompafled with the waters". Godfrey 

founded his trjimpets, burft the net, overfpread 

the plain, and infulted the fuburbs : but the 

gates of Conftantinople were ftrongly fortified; 

t^xe ramparts were lined with archers ; and after 

a doubtful confli£l, both parties liftened to the 

voice of peace knd religion. The gifts and 

proniifes of the emperor infenfibly foothed the 

fierce fpirit of th^ weftern ftrangers ; as a Chrif* 

^ian warrior, he rekindled their zeal for the pro-» 

fecution of th^ir holy enterprife, which he en- 

gaged to fecofibd with his troops and treafures* 

Pa the return of fpring, Godfrey was perfuaded 

.J 

W Between life ,]^>ac]^ Sea, the Bofphorus, and the river Bar- 
byfeSi' which is deep in fuinmery and runs fifteen miles througU 
a flat 'meadow. Ita communication with Europe and Conflan- 
^pplf it by the ibne-4>ri4ge of the BUcbtnue, which in fuccA 
five i^ea was re(toi«d, by Juftinian and Bafil (Gylliot de Bofphoro 
Thnicio, K ii. c. }• Ducange^ C, P. Chriftianay 1. iv. c. %• 

l:V to *^ 
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^ Lvfii*** ^^ occupy a -pleafant and plentiful camp m Afia ; 
y^^^^^f and no (boner had he paflTed the Bofphorus, than 
the Greek veffels were fuddenly recalled to the 
oppolite fliore. The fame policy was repeated 
with the fucceeding chiefs, who were fwayed by 
the example, iand weakened by the departure, of 
their foremoft companions. By his Ikili and dili- 
gence, Alexius prevented the union of any two 
of the confederate armies at the fame moment 
under the walls of Condantinople ; and before the 
feaft of the Penticofl not a Latin pilgrim was left 
on the coad of Europe* 
Heobtiins The fame arms which threatened Europe, might 
ni^geof deliver Afia, and repel the Turks from the neigh- 
tbecru- bouriug (hores of the Bofphorus and Hellefpont. 
The fair provinces from Nice to Antioch were 
the recent patrimpny of the Roman emperor; 
and his ancient and perpetual claim ftili embraced 
the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt, In his en- 
thufiafm, Alexius indulged, or affeded, the am« 
bitious hope of leading his new allies to fubvert 
the thrones of the Eaft ; but the calmer diftates 
of reafon and temper diflfuaded him from expofing 
his royal perfon to the faith of unknown and 
lawlefs Barbarians. His prudence, or his pride, 
. was content with extorting from the French 
princes an oath of homage and fidelity, and a 
folemn promife, that they would either reftore, 
or hold, their Afiatic conquefts, as the humble 
and loyal vaflals of the Roman empire. Their 
independent fpirit was fired at the mention of 
this foreign and voJuntary fervitude : they fuc- 
cefljvely yielded to the dexterous application ^ of 

4 &^. 
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f ift» and flattery ; and the firft profelyt^s became ^ ^,^" 
the moft. eloquent and effeiftual miffioiianes to 
multiply the companiom of their (hameT The 
pride of Hugh of Vermandois was foothed by 
the hoDours of his captivity 5 » and in the brother df 
the French king, the example of fubmiffion was 
prevalent and weighty. In the mind of Godfrey 
of Bouillon every human confideration was fub- 
ordinate to the glory of God and the fuccefs of 
the crufade. He had firmly refitted the tempta- 
tions of Bohemond and Raymond, who urged 
the attack and conqueft of Conftantinople. Alex- 
ius efteemed his virtues, defervedly named him 
the champion of the empire, and dignified his 
homage with the filial name and the rights of 
adoption ^^ The hateful Bohemond was received 
as a true and ancient ally ; and Jf the emperor 
reminded him of former hoftilities, it was only 
to praife the valour that he had difplayed, and 
the glory that he had acquh^ed, in the fields of 
Durazzo s^nd Larifia. The fon of Guifcard was 
lodged and entertained, and ferved with Imperial 
pomp : one day, as he paifed through the gallery 
of the palace, a door was carelefsly left open to 
expofe a pile of gold and filver, of filk and gems, 
of curious and coftly furniture, that was heaped 
in feeming diforder, from the floor to. the roof 
of the chamber.. ^^ What conquefiis," exclaimed 

■ 

^ There were two fortt of adoption, the one by armty the other 
hf' introduciag the ion benveeo the fliirt and ikin of hit fatfa^. Du- 
ODgi (fiir Joioville, difl*. xxiu p» tyo*) fuppoftt Oodfrey*t adoption 
to bavc bccir of the latter fort* 

. Vol. XL £ the 
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c H^A P. the ambitious mifer, " might not be atcliicvcd by 
" the pofleffion of fuch a trcafure?'* ** It fe 
*^ your own/' replied a Greek attendant, who 
watched the motions of hit foul ; and Bohemond, 
after fome hefitation^ condefcended to accept th[s 
magnificent prefent. The Norman was flattered 
by the affurance of an independent principality ; 
and Alexius eluded, rather than denied, his darl- 
ing demand of the ofl^ce of great dotiieftic, of 
general, of the Eaft. The two Roberts, the fon 
of the conqueror of England, and the kinfman 
of three queens ^% bowed in their turn before the 
Byzantine throne. A private letter of Stephen 
of Chartres attefts bis admiration of the emperor, 
the mod excellent and liberal of men, who taught 
him to believe that he was a favourite, and pro- 
mifed to educate and eftabltfli his youngeft fon. 
In his fouthern province, the count of St. Giles 
and Tholoufe faintly recognifed the fupremacy of 
the king of France, a prince of a foreign nation 
and language. At the head of an hundred thou- 
fand men, he declared that he was the foldier and 
jfervant of Chrift alone, and that the Greek might 
be fatisfied with an equal treaty of alliance and 
friendthip. His obftinate refiftance enhanced the 
value and the price of his fubmiflion ; and he fhone, 
fays the princefs Anne, among the Baibarians, as 
the fun amidft the ftars of heaven.- His difguft of 
the noife and infolence of the French, his fufpi- 

tt After his return, Robert of Flanders became the mm of the kin|^ 
of EogUfidy for a penfion of fowr bunded nark*. See the firft aa in 

Rymer*s Foedera. 
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cions of the defigns of Bobemond, the emperor ^ ^^f^/^ 
imparted tQ his faithful Raymond ; and that aged 
ftatefman might clearly difcefn, that however 
lalfe in friendfliip, he was fincere in his enmity ^» 
The fpirit of chivalry was lad fubdued in the per* 
fon of Tancred ; and none could deem them* 
felves dlQionoured by the imitation of that gallant 
knight. He difdained the gold and flattery of 
the Greek monarch ; afiaulted in his prefence 
an mfolent patrician;* efcaped to Afia in the 
habit of a private foldier ; and yielded with a 
figh to the authority of Bohemond and the 
intereft of the Chriftian caufe* The beft and 
moft ollenfible reafon was the impoffibifity of 
paffing the fea and accompiifliing their tow^ 
without the licence and the veflels of Alexius) 
but they cheriflied a fecret hope, that as foon as 
they trod the coiutinent of Afia, their fwords 
would obliterate their fhame, and diflblve the 
engagement, which on his fide might not be^ 
very faithfully performed. The ceremony of their 
homage was grateful to a people who had long 
Ikice confidered pride as the fubftitute of power. 
High on his throne, the emperor fat mute and 
immoveable : his majefty was adored by the Latin' 
princes; and they fubmitted to kifs either his 
feet' or his knees, an indignity which their own 
writers are alhamed to confefs and unabfe to 
deny ^\ 

Private 

^ Sen fit vetut fegnandi, falfot in mmort^ odU non Bngcre. 
Tacit, vi. 44. 

7<» The proud hiftoriam of th« enifades Aide and ftumble ovtt 
M$ hMmiliatti^ llfp. Y«t, finta tba hcroct knelt to falute the 
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PrfvijAe or public intcreft fuppreffed tbe mnr^ 
murs of the ^\xke^ and counts; but a Frepcb 
baron (he is fuppofed to be Robert of Paris '*) 
prefutned to iafcend the throne, and to place him- 
fdf by the fide of Alexius^ The fage reproof of 
Baldwin provoked him to exclaim, in hh bar- 
barotts idiom, ** Who is this rufttc, that keeps 
^^ his £sat, while fo many valiant captains are 
•* ftanding round him?*^ The emperor main* 
tained his filence, diffembled his indignation, 
and queftioned his interpreter t:oncerning the 
■leaning, of the words, which he partly fufpe&ed 
from the univerfal language of gefture and coun« 
tenance* Before the departure of the pilgrims^ 
)ie endeavoured to learn the name and condition 
pf the ' audacious baron. '' I am^ a Frenchman,'^ 
replied. Robert, ^' of the purefl-and mod ancient 
M nobility. of my country. 'All that I know is^ 
^^ that there is a church iix my neighbourhood '% 

^' the 



emiieifor^as he fat motion Trfs on hh t^irone, it is clear that they nrnft 
Kave kifTeJ either his feet or kn^es. It is only fingular, that Ansa 
fliould not have amply fupplied the dlenccor ambiguity of theLalins, 
Tiieabi(eineiit of their princes would h^ve added a ftnc chapter to iKe 
Ceiidnonia>fr Awlae Byzantinse* 

7* ^t called himfelf ^ayyo^ kxQoc^^ tuv tvyntw (Alexias, ]• 3i» 
p. 301.). What a title of noblejje of the xi"* century, if any one 
dould no^* prove his inheritance? Anna rehtes, with Vifible 
pleafitre* ^L'the fwelling Barbariao, A^rmos TiTi4^f4ft& ^"sas killed^ 
or wounded, after fighting in the front ot the battle of Dorylaeum 
(|.. yi.. p-.'3i7.). This circumflance may juftify the fufpicion of 
I>ucange''(Not. p. 362.), that he was no other than Robert of Paris* 
of the-.diHrif^ mod peculiarly ftyled the Duchy or Ifland of France 
IVJfede France). ' 

.7^ With the fame penetration^ J>ucajige dirooyeri his chufch 
tOL be; that 9f.§t.^DraufuS| ,Qir Profinj of Sqj^n^^ (^uem d«ie)l^ 

, j^ * "^ dimicaturi 
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••;the refoTt of thofe who afe defirotM of appto^ ^ ivuif' 

** ing their valour in fihgle combit. Till ah <*ii-*v*«-^ 

*' eaemy appears, they addrefs thdr • prayers tb 

*' God and his faints. That church I liave frft. 

** quently vifitedi, but never have* L round an 

** antagoniH who dared to accept thy defiance.** 

Alexius difiniffed the challenger with f6me praT. 

dent kdVice for his conduft in the Turkilh war- 

fere ; and hiftory repeats with pleafure thft 

lively example of the manners of his age and 

country. 

The conqueft of Afia was undertaken and at- Thdrrc- 
chieved by Alexander, with thirty-five thoufand ^'J^bcVs^ 
JVIacedonians and Greeks"; and his befl: hope A.D, 
was in the ftrength and difcipline of his phalanx May!*^* 
of infantry. The 'principal force of the cruPaders 
coniift^d in their cuvalry ; and when that force 
wa^ muftered in the plains of -BIthynia, ihk 
knights and their tnartial attendants oa horfeback 
amoonted. to on^ hundred thoufand fighting men, 
completely armed with the helmet and coat of 
mail.. The value of thefa foldier^ deferved a 
ftri^ and authentic accoiint; and fhe flower oF 
European chivalry might furnifli, in a fff ft -effort, 
this formidable body of heavy horfd. A part of 
tl^e iqfantry might be enrolled for the fervice of 

oimicatitri foleht invocare ; pogiles qui ad memoriam .ejus (ii$ 
Hti^) pernoflant invi6tos reddit, ut.et de Bvagundisi et Italia 
tali necefiitate confugiatur adl eum, Joan. Saiiberiehiisy epift. 

139- 

7i There is fome diverflty on the numbers of his ;irniy : but no 

authority can be compared v^hh that of Ptolemy, .who .ftates it 

it ftve tlipufand horfe and thiHy thoufand foot ((«e UHier's Annalei^ 

p. fi» ). 
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^/v«f^* feouts, pioneers, and archers; but the promif- 
CU0U8 crowd were loft in their own diforder ; and 
we depend not on the eyes or knowledge, but 
on the belief and fancy, of a chaplain of count 
Baldwin '% in the eftimate of fix hundred thou- 
fand pilgrims able to bear arms, befides the 
priefts and monks, the women and children, of 
the Latin camp. The reader ftarts ; and before 
he is recovered from his furprife, I (hall add, on 
the fame teftimony, that if all who took the crofs 
had accompliflied their vow, above six millions 
would have migrated from Europe to Afia. Un- 
der this oppreflion of faith, I derive fome relief 
from a more fagacious and thinking writer '% 
who, after the fame review of the cavalry, accufes 
the credulity of the prieft of Chartres, and even 
doubts whether the Cifalpim regions (in the geo« 
graphy of a Frenchman) were fufEcient to pro- 
duce and pour forth fuch incredible multitudes* 
The cooleft fcepticifm will remember, that of 
thefe religious volunteers great numbers never 
beheld Conftantinople and Nice. Of enthufiafm 
the influence is irregular and tranfient: many 
were detained at home by reafon or cowardice^ 
by poverty or weaknefs ; and many were repulfed 

74 Folchef. Ctrootmifity p, 387. He enumeratet nmetcen 
nations of different names and languages (p. ^%^*)i but I do noc 
clearly apprehend bis difference between the Franti and Gsiti^ 
JtaU and AfuS, Elfewhere (p. 385.) he eontemptuouAy brands tbc 
deferters. 

75 Gaibert, p. 55^. Yet even bis gentle oppofition implies an 
immenfe multitude. By Urban IT. in the fervour of his ae»l, it ia 
only rated at 300^000 pilgrims (epift. yvi. €oD<iil« torn. xii« 
p. 731.). 

by 
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by thti obftades of the way, the more infiipA-abtt ® ^^Jjf * 
as they were unforefeeQ to thefe Ignorant, fkfiatics. 
The fayage countries of Hungary and BulgaHa 
were whitened with their bones : fhdr vanguard 
was cut in pieces by the Turkifli fuhan ; and the 
lofs of the firft adventure, by the fword, or cUmate, 
or fatigue, has already been ftated at three hun<> 
dred thoufand men. Yet the myriads that fur* 
vived, that marched, that prefled forwards oti 
the holy pilgrimage, were a fubje£l of aftonidiF 
ment to themfelves and td the^Greeks. The co» 
pioMs energy of her langui^e finks under th( 
e$brts of the princefs Anne '^ : the images of 
lociifts, of leaves and flowers, of the fandsof 
the fea, or fhe ftars of heaven, imperfe&ly ro- 
prefent what fhe had feen and heard; and the 
daughter of Alexius exclaiims, that Europe was 
loofened fron\ its foundations and hurled againft 
Aiia. Tb^e ancient hofts of Darius and Xerxes 
labour under the lame doubt, of a vague and in* 
definite magnitude ; but I am inclined to believe^ 
that a larger number has never be^n contained 
within the lines of a fingle camp, than at the fiege 
of Nice, the firit operation of the Latin princes* 
Their motives, their charaders, and their arms, 
have been already difplayed. Of their troops, the 
mod numerous portion were natives of France: 

7^ Alfsiasy I. X. p. iS). 305. Her faftidioiit delicaejr. com^ 
pUins of their ftrange and inartieulate aamts, and indeed tbere 
ia fcarcely one tbat ibe baa not contrived to diitfigwre with tht 
proud ignorance^ fo dear and familiar to a poliflied people. I 
Qiatl feleA only one example, S^ngeUi^ for tha count of 
St, Qtlet. 

E4 I Ae 
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^ Lvni^' ^^® ^^^^^ Countries, the banks of the Hhibe, znA 
ApilHa, fent a powerful reinforcement : foihe bandf 
of adventurers were drawn from Spain, Lonir 
bardy, and England '^ ; and from the diftafit 
bogs and mountains of Ireland or Scotland '* 
ifTued fome naked and farage fanatics, ferocious 
at borne but un warlike abroad. Had not fuper-^ 
ftitioli condemned the fecrilegious prudence of 
depriving the pqor^fl: or weakeft Ghriftian of 
cbe- merit of the pilgrimage, the ufetefs. crowd^ 
with mouths but without hands, might hav^ 
bebn fiationed in the Greek enipire, tHl theit 
companions had opened and fecured the way of 
the Lord. .A fmajl remnant of the pilgrima, M^hd; 
pafled the Bofpborus, was permuted to vifit 
the hoiy fepulchre. Their northern conftitutio^ 
was fcorched by the rays, and infe^ed by the; 
yapoiiFs, of a Syrian fun* They confumed, witH 
iieedlefs pro*digality, their (lores 6f water and 
prbvifion r their nuimbers exhaurfted the inland 
omntry ; the fisa was remote^ the Grei^ks were 

77 William of Malm{bury. (v^ho wrote about the ytar 113^) 
has inferted in hit hlftory" (1. iv. p. 130—154.) a narrative of the 
£Frft'cn)(sd^ > but I wiAi' (har^ 'inrdead of lilleniAg t6 the tenue itiiirni\t> 
which bad pafled the Britiflio^ean (p. I4.3*), be (lad confiQfd lumfelf' 
to the numbers, families, and adventures o^* hit countrynsen. I finj 
irt Duttt^ale, that an EfigfiYh Norman> Stephen eai'I oF Altiemarfe and 
HdldtfrneAt, led 4he rtai^uard with duke Robert, at the battlft ii 
Antioch (Haronage, parti, p. 61.). 

, ^* Videreb Sootoruite apud* fe ferocium alias imbelKtim euAeoft 
(Gttibert^ p. 47^.) : the gru$ wteatm^ and h^pida tUamyif itlay fuit the 
HigbUndert) but the tinibus uliginofis*' may rather appfy to th* 
^rtrh bo^ William .of Malmfliury exprtUly meattons jihe Wclfli 
and Scow* &«* (1. WV p, 133.) who quitfedi tte former venationenj 
faftuumi the latter familiaritatena pulicum* * ' ' 

I - • un- 



Ot tHE ROMAN EMPiRt, 57 

liiifttendly, and the Ghrifti^ns of every feck fled c w a h- 
before the voracious and cruel rapine^ of their ^ ^^^'-^'^ 
M'ethren. In the dire tieceffity of femme, they 
fbmetitnes roafted and devoured the flefli of their 
infant or adult captives. Among the Turks ^hd 
Satacens, the'^ idolaters of Europe w^ rendered 
triore odious by the name artd reputation of dan^ 
l^ibals: the fores who introduced thfemfdVes into 
the kitchen of 'Bdhenrond, were (bewri fevetal 
human bodies turning on the fpit ; and the artful 
Normafi encouraged a reportV which encreafed at 
the fame time the abhorrence ind thrc ttx^or of ih4 
bfidels^.^' - •; ' ''^--^ ^' ' ;-/'' f^'^ ^'[ 
' 1 haVe eicpitiafed with' pleafure eH Ae'-ilrfl Sie^ceof 
ilcl^s pf'tfecViifaders, ds thfey pafht i!he^«^ ^'^^^ 
tod chara^let of Europ¥:/ but I ilftll4*fri^# 10*97.* 
fhe .tedlSuj^^^nd^ uniform ; narrative of -t»^^ jJ^H 

afchfeiJ^aheritsV' Kvhich- were* p^tferinetf -by ftVengtft 
ind aW deftiHbta^'by igniSr^ni^^ ' IFforh ifirdr Urffi 
iftation itt the^etghbouf h^fbti <tf NlcofnedJa;- they 
advanced in'fucceffive' diviffensf paflfed^the-^oh«' 
frafted' Kmtt' of \Hi Oreck^ empire; ' 6penc!tf-a 
lt)ad -through fhe 'hills, aM cbihmehced,: hy^th^ 
fiege. of ♦hisf capital, their fibus;- warfare agaiiitt 
the Turkrfh fultan. His kingdom of Roum ex- 
tended frorii the Hellefpont to the confines oF 
Syria, and barred^ the pilgrimage of Je^iUa- 

79 This 'caAQibal hunger, foihelifiica real^ more Ireqaieiiti^ mi 
artifice <&ral)e, may be found in Anna Comnenft (Aleiniu&y Iwx* 
f . aSS.), ^nfbert (p. 546.), Kadiilph. Cadom. ((^'^i), Tlwr 
ftratagem i« related by tfie aucftior of Gefta^Franconiai) thie monle 
Kdbert Baldric, and Raymond dei Agii«S| in tht $fi^ and hmnam 
of Antioch. 

lem : 
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CHAP, lem : his nam^ was Kilidge- Arflan^ or " Solinum **j 
of the race of Seljuk^ and the fon of the fir ft coQ- 
queror ; and in the defence of a land which the 
Turks confidered as their own, he defi^rved the 
praife of his enemies, by whom alone he is knov^ 
to pofterity. Yielding to the firft impulfe of the 
torrent, he depoiited bis family and treafure in 
^Nice; retired to the mountains with fifty dioi}» 
iand borfe ; and twice defcended to , aflault the 
camps or quarters of the Chrift^an befiegers, 
which formed an imperfeft circle of above fni 
miles. The lofty /atnd foUd walls of Nice w<fe 
covered by a deep dicch, and flanked by three 
hundred and feventy towers ; and on the verge of 
Chriihg^ydonH tbeMoflems were trained in arms, 
and in^amed by religion* , Before this city, the 
French pnneesoQcupi«id{ their ftationst^and pro* 
fecuted their attaci^ without correfpondence or 
fobordiflation : emulsion prompted their valour ; 
but thdr valour was fulii^d by crueky, and their 
emulation degenerated into envy and civil dif«» 
cord« In the fiege of Nice, the arts and etfgines 
of antiquity were employed by the Latins; the 
mine and the battering*ram, the tortpjfe, and the 
belfrey or moveable turret, artificial fire, and the 
eaiapult and bali/iy the fling, and the crofs-bow for 

s^ His Mufulman appellation of Sbliman is ufed by'the Latins^ 
and bis charafler is highly embeliifhed by Taflb. His Turkifh 
Bsmf :0f Kilidge^Arflan (A» H* 4S5— 590. A* D« 1191— 120<». See 
d«Gutgiies*s Tables, torn* i* p. a4.5*) is employed by the Orientals^ 
wpA witl|[ ^1^ corruptiofn by the Greeks: but little more than hit 
aama can b^ foand in the Ms^hoi)Detan writers^ who are dry and 
Cttiky on.thf £ti&)e£kof the firft erafadf (de Giiignes» torn, iii. pw n» 
p. 10— JO.). . 
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the cafting of ftones and dafts •*. In the fpace of c w a f, 
feven weeks, much labour and blood were ex« 
pended, and fome progrefs, efpecially by count 
Raymond, was made on the fide of the befiegers. 
But the Turks could protract their refiftance and 
fecure their efcape, as long as they were maftert 
of the lake ** Afcanius, which ftretches feveral 
miles to the weftward of the city* The means df 
cbnqueft w^e fupplied by the prudence and m- 
duftry of Alexius ; a great number of boats was 
tranfported on fledges from the fea to the lake ; 
they were filled with the mofl: dextrous of his 
archers ; the flight of the fultana was intercepted ; 
Nice was invefted by land and water { and a Gredk 
emiflary perfuaded the inhabitants to accept hit 
mafter^s protection, and to fave themfelves, by a 
timely furrender, from the rage of the fiivages of 
Europe. In' the ^mometlt of vlftory, or at leaft 
of hope, the crufaders, thirfling ibr blood and 
phmder, wfere aw«d by the Impenal banner that 
flreamed from the citadel ; and Al^ius guarded 
with jealous vigiliinee this important conqueft; 
The murmurs of the chiefs w^re ftifled by ho* 
nour or inlereft.; and after ah. halt of nine days, 
they direded their march towards Phrygia under 
the guidance' of a Greek general, whom they 



St On the CMTtHicstbm, tugtott, mm^ ficget of the middle Bfe% 
Ice Muratori (Antiqwiet. lUlitr, torn* ii. difiert. xxvt. p. 4^ftM* 
5*4. )• The kf/Mlu^ 'frt»m whence oor belfry^ vn% the moveable 
lower of the«n«i«tii<DQcaiigey torn. i. p. 608. )• 

St I caniot forbe^ir remarking the refemblance between the fiege 
and lake of Nic^ With the operations of Hernaa Cortes before 
Mexico. See Dr. Rob^rtfoD) Hill, of America, h r. 

fuf. 



CH^AP* fn^jefled -of ^fecrft comiliwnjc*- #ith thi Atlnrti. . 

<»«»pvw Tbe confort atid the priiKipdl ferv^nts of . Soli- 
msaXj had biseti honourably, reftore'd without ran- 
fam; *ftd fh^ .ernpei-pr'a gen^rjofity, to ,tfce mif' 
jprmnfs^^ W&s. ii^teirpr^t^ed a^ ti'^aloa to' the Cbrifttlli 
rc^ufe.;. . ^ . ". ' - r 

Battle of i' iSolitnan' was rather proyajjue^ thsm di(#gy^ 

S^7a!d. *^y^*^^^''^®'^'^^ hi% capital J r, fee*: ^moaiftedfliiis 
»o9V> j»^iy ^bjtsft^ ^nd :aUiesyof this ftraage xny^jLoti o^f^tbe 
^* Jiy^tcs^ Bprl^r^nsj the Turfeifli ^\t% pt^eyed 

itbe(. tall. of. loyalty, pr ;^eligioni the TurkiQftn 
Jj.0r(J«; qQcampa^ *round;/{hi? .ftan^srd ; aod Jteis 
jwhole-fori^ejs If qfciy ft^tcd by th$ iChrifliftn^ at 
i^VAvbundrj?d^-oi? ^vsn tlirpe .hwpdt^d iand- fixty. 
tt»)nft«Kl.=hQr/ee ;i/yi«:h^ p^iemlf wjU^ t?ill!it'hey 
Jaadi XeHthdimA'ithtm the (w and; tli? Greiek froav 
'f^W va»d h0yer(ia§..on .the. flaiftk^, sMervedfilidr 
i;»rtlQ& «i4 Y cpftW^ jprogiieft ^Aj tatfo coiuwtiS 
beyoWJheyifcwiofi'tafch ©thbBirii'SQBie miles; hB*' 
foafe they/cbiiUr^t^ihtllk^r^lddiimiia'BhrygiavtA^ 
left,' jQdclssftiAiii]iierqdsJ:.£yi6dn ivras: fbrprtfiEd^ 
a&iiiattaokedv'^ni[dhiQrft'op'pijQffed>^ t^beXuikiih 
oarfairjr ^^ '..The iwali'loF the -^wdachec^ atte claiict4 
ptVasirows} aaditUeiisirbat^ote'onfei^^tyrerwkelmed 

^ ^ij Mureantg ^ word invented hj th^-French-frufadcrs, and con^i^ 
lA that language to^ils primi^vrrefilV. ir(h6i/ld Mn, thaMhe^ical 
of our anceftors boiled higher, and that they branded every ui^believtr 
9t»|flrallal. A fiiloUr {H^jiditfe^iHil^f«MlieiiUiaii^«if!iitia)y 
•binkfthemrdves Ghciftiana.,.!!. .^'leU •}eiii»p. '. . ) ■ -. . !*'. ^<: 
9 H£«rouuts-.h«s ^tduteiia ifi«»|r,<dei^t^l)l JitteV.40.hU hjil^<|lvf 
Roger (A. D. 1098,. W^ k^J. T\^^ifn9f!^gmi^^ 0f^i^h4$^ 
^er^ian^ Chajda^aps : ^9, kf fo. ^ The ,§dt attac^^, vvas cum^D^o 
jncoTT)mpdo; true an(| tender. But why Gi>d trey, of Bouillon and 
Hugh hrabenf garnered, is fty4cd ^w| of vj'hom ?,ccrta^iuJy not of 
Roger, nor of iiobembnd. 

'.::{ the 
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ri»r Cfufajeit ;^riiqr left thek i&mfer^-aiid ebtife chap. 
dence, an4 the fainting fight was-^rf^uftamed by 
the perfonal valour^ rather than by the military 
ccndufl, of \Bafaeihon(l» Tancred^ and Robert 
of Normandy* .They were revived by the wcl^ 
come banners of duke Godfrey, who ilew to theiv 
foccQitr, with: the coont ot ¥ermaiidois, and fixty 
tth^faiid horfe; and was followed by Raynstohd 
of Tholoafe, the bifliqp of > Puy, said the 're« 
iQainder of the £u:red army. Withoot a moment^s 
paufe, they formed in new order,^and advanced 
to a fecond bittle* They were received whh 
equal refolution^ and, in their cbmttlon difdaiii 
for the unwarUke people of Gf^^ce and Afia, tl 
was eonfeffed on both (ides, thae the Turks and 
the Franks were the only nations entitled to the 
appellation of foMiers ^\ Their encounter wa$ 
▼aried and babticled by the contrail of arms and 
difcipline; of the dire£t charge, and wheeling 
evolutions-; of - the couched lance, and the bran- 
diihed javelin ; ef a weighty broad-fword, and a 
crooked fabre ; of cumbrous armour, and thin 
flowing robes j and of the long Tartar bow, and 
the arbali/i or crofs-bow, a deadly weapon, yet 
unknown to the Orientals *\ As long ias the 
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*S Vorumtamcn tiicunt U cflTe de Francorum generations | et 
quia nullus homo naturaliter debet elTe intles nifi Franci et Turct 
(4teft2 Prancorufn, p. 7.).' The fame coitnnuAity of blood and va^ 
lour is attefted by arcUbifliop jOald^ic (p. 99*) ■ * 

•* Bitl'^a, Bakfirgf AriaUftrt, Sec Miiratorfj Anfrq. tom. ii« 
^« S17<— 524..' Dqcange, Glofl*. Lafin.' tOf*. i. p* 5St, 53a* In 
thm time of Anna-Comnefta, this weapon, which fiie defcribes unidef 
tbo name of ntn^gYa^ Wa$ unknown in tlie Eafr (I. x. p. 191.}* 
By ail huroanrii|c»n(iliirticyj tlic pope Urove to prohibit it in Chriftiail 
wars* 

^ horfes 
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c R A e. hotkt were Mh and the amen foil, Solioiatl 

-u-^-tL- maitttuned the advantage of the day ; and four 

thoufand Chriftians were pierced by the TurkiOi 

arrows. In the evening, fwiftnefs yielded to 

ftrengtb } on either fide» the numbers were equal, 

or at leaft as great as any ground could hold, or 

any generals could manage ; but in turning the 

bills, the h& divifion of Raymond and his pr^wn* 

€iah was led, perhaps without deffgn, . on the 

rear of ah exhaufted enemy ; and the long con« 

teft was determined. Befides a namelefs and 

unaccountable multitude, three thoufand Pagan 

knighu were flain in the battle and purfuit j the 

camp of Soliman was pillaged ; and in the variety 

of precious fpoil, the curiofity of the Latin; was 

amuffsd with foreign arms and apparel, and the 

new afpe£t of dromedaries and camels. The 

importance of the vidory was proved by the 

hafty retreat of the fultan: referving ten thou* 

bxkA guards of the relics of his army, Soliman 

evacuated the kingdom of Roum, and baftened to 

implore the aid, and kindle the refentment, of 

Mirth bis Eaftem brethren. In a march of five bun- 

*beTffff ^^^ miles, the crufaders traverfed the Lefler 

Afia, July Afia, through a wafted land and deferted towia, 

--septem. ^idjout either finding a friend or an enemy. The 

geographer '^ may trace the pofition of Dory- 

Jaeum, Antioch of Pifidia, Iconium, Archelai^ 

*7 Tbe curiottt reader may compare the claffic learning •£ Cel- 
lariiit, and the geographical fciencc of d*AiivilU. William of Tyr« 
1% the only hiftoraan of the crufadet who bat any knowledge of aa* 
fiquity ; and M« Otter trod almoft in the footftept of the Franka 
trom Conftantinople to Antioch (Voyage en Tuiqaie et ca Pcrfe;^ 
torn. i. p. SS'^SS )• 

d and 
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and Cermantcia, and may compare thofc claf&c ^"v|||'^* 
appellations with the modern names of Efkifliehr ^— ^^■"— ^^ 
the old city, Akfliehr the white city, Cogni, 
Erekli, and Maralb* As the pilgrims pafled over ^ 

a defert, where a draught of water is exchanged 
for filver, they were tormented by intolerable 
thirft ; and on the banks of the firft rivulet, their 
hafte and intemperance were ftill more pernicious 
to the diforderly throng. They climbed with toil 
and danger the fteep and flippery fides of mount 
Taurus : many of the foldiers caft away their 
arms to fecure their footfteps ; and had not ter- 
Tor preceded their van, the long and trembling 
file might have been driven down the precipice 
by a handful of refolute enemies. Two of their 
moft refpedable chiefs, the duke of Lorraine and 
the count of Tholoufe, were carried in litters : 
Raymond was raifed, as it is faid by miracle, from 
an ^opelefs malady ; and Godfrey had been torn 
by a bear, as he purfued that rough and perilous 
chace in the mountains of Pifidia. 

To improve the general confternation, the cou«- BMwm 
fin of Bohemond and the brother of Godfrey InTclp^** 
were detached from the msdn army with their "ty®'' 
refpedive fquadrons of five, and of feven, hun- a.d. 
dred knights. They over-ran in a rapid career- **>97— 
the hills and fea-coaft of Cilicia, from Cogni to 
the Syrian gates : the Norman ftandard was firft 
planted en the walls of Tarfus and Malmiftra ; 
but the proud injuftice of Baldwin at length 
provoked the patient and generous Italian; and 
they turned their confecrated fwords againft each 
other in a private and profane quarrel. Honour 

was 
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CHAP, tras the Motive, and fame the reward, df Tan^ 

■Qjj-^-i,^- cred ; but fortune fmiled on the more felfiQi en« 

terprife of his rival "* He was called to the affift- 

ance of a Greek or Armenian tyrant, . ^ho had 

• been fuffered under the Turkifli yoke to reigil 

over the Chriftians of Edefla. Baldwin acc^epted 

the charaftcr of his.fon and champion; hut no 

fooner was he introduced into the city, than he 

inflamed the people to the maflacre 6f his father^ 

occupied the throne and treafure, extended bi$ 

conquefts over the hills of Armenia and the plain 

of Melbpotamia, and founded the firll principality 

of the Franks or Latins, which fubfifted fifty-four 

years beyond the Euphrates '^ 

Si«ge of Before the Franks could enter Syria, the fum«> 

^a**d' "^^^' ^^^ even the autumn, were completely 

so97» oc. ' wafted : the iiege of Antioch, or the feparatioqi 

*-^A.D. ?od repofe of the army during the winter feafon^ 

1098, y^js ftrouRly debated in their council : the love of 

June 3. 1 I 1 « r 1 1 1 i_ 

arms and the holy fepukbre urged them to. ad» 
vance ; and reafon perhaps was on the iidc of 
refolution, fmce every hour of^del^y abates the 
&me and force of the invader, and multiplies the 
refources of defeniive war. The capital of Syrig 
was protected by the river Orontes ; and the ir^m 
iridgCf of nine arches, derives its nape from the 

*» This detached conqueft of Edeffa is beft reprcfenUd by Ful- 
dierius Carnotenijs, or of Chartres (in the coIlefKons of fton- 
garfms, Pucbefne, and Martenne), the valiant chaplain, of ^^iHit 
Baldwin (Cfprit des Croifades, totn. i, p. ij, x^.), Jo thodir^mtoft 
of that prince with Taocred, his partiality is encountered' by the 
partitlity of Radulphiia Cadomenfis, the foldicr aiul hiiioriMi 6f tili 
g^Hant marquis. 
' >9 See <k GutgneSf Hill, dcs Huns, torn* \f j^i 4^6* 

maSy 
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mafly gatcs^ of the two towers which are con- c h a P/ 
ftrufted at either end. They were opened by the 
fword of the diike of Normandy : his vidory gave 
end-ance to three hundred thoufand crufaders, an 
account which may allow fome fcope for lofles and 
defertion, but which clearly dete£ls much exagge* 
ration in the review of Nice. In the defcription 
of Antioch '% it is not eafy to define a middle 
term between her ancient magnificence^ under the 
fucceflbrs of AleKander and Auguftus, and the 
modern afped of Turkifli defolation. The Te- 
trapolisy or four cities, if they retained thejr 
name and pofition, mud have left a large vacuity 
in a circumference of twelve miles ; and that mea« 
fure, as well as the number of four hundred 
towers, are not perfcdly confiftent with the five 
gates, fo often mentioned in the hiftory of the 
fiege. Tet Antioch muft have ftill flourifhed as 
a great and populous capital, - At the head of 
the Turkifli emirs, Baghifian, a veteran chief, 
commanded in the place ; his garrifon was com«> 
pofed of fix or feven thoufand horfe, and fifteen 
or twenty thoufand foot : one hundred thoufand 
Moflems are faid to have fallen by the fword ; 
and their numbers were probably inferior to the 
Greeks^ Armenians, and Syrians, who had been 
no more than fourteen years the flaves of the 
houfe of Seljuk. From the remains of a folid 
and (lately wall, it appears to have arifen to 

90 For Antiochy fee Pococke (Defcription of the £a(ly vol. iu 
p. i. p. i8S*i-t93«)f Ptter (Voyage en Turqoie, &c. torn. i. p. 81^ 
&c.)y th« Torkiih geographer (in Otter^s notes)^ the Index Geo- 
graphicus of Schiiltens (ad calcem Bobadin. Vit, Saladin.) and Abul. 
ftda ( FabttU Syrise, p« XiSi 116. verf. Reilke). 

Vol. XI, F the 
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c " j^^' the height of thrcefcore feet in the valleys ; and 
wherever lefs art and labour had been applied, 
the ground was fuppofed to be defended by the 
river, the morafs, and the mountains. Notwith- 
ftanding thefe fortifications, the city had been 
repeatedly taken by the Perfians, the Arabs, the. 
Greeks, and the Turks ; fo large a circuit muft 
have yielded many pervious points of attack ; and 
in a fiege that was formed about the middle of 
Oftober, the vigour of the execution could alone 
juftify the bbldnefs of the attempt. Whatever 
ftrength and valour could perform in the field 
was abundantly difcharged by the champions of 
the crofs : in the frequent occafions of fallies, 
of forage, of the attack and defence of convoys, 
they were often vidorious; and we can only 
complain, that their exploits are fometimes en- 
larged beyond the fcale of probability and truth. 
The fword of Godfrey ^ divided a Turk from 
the (houlder to the haunch; and one half of 
the infidel fell to the ground, while the other was 
tranfported by his horfe to the city gate. As 
Robert of Normandy rode againft his antagonift, 
" I devote thy head,'* he pioufly exclaimed, " to 

91 Enfem elevaf^ eumque a HniOia parte fcapularuro, ranta virtute 
intoiTit, ut quod pedus medium disjunxit fpinam et vitalia inter, 
rupit ; et fic lubricus enfis fuper eras dextrum integer exivit ; (Tcque 
caput integrum cum dextia parte corporis immerfit gurgite, par- 
temque quse equo prgcfidebat reiuifit civitati (Robert. Mon. p. 50.), 
Cujus enfe trajc^us, Turcus dub Ia6^u8 eft Turci j ut inferior 
alter inurbem equitaret, alter arcitenens in ilumine natarec (Radulph. 
Cadoui. c. 53. p. 304..), Yet he juftifics the deed by iht JiufetuBs 
viribus of Godfrey 5 and William of Tyre covers it by, obftupuit 

populus h6ii iiovitate . mirabilis (1. v. c. 6. p. 701. )• 

Yet it nr.uit not have appeared incredible to the knights of that 
age. 

« the 
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"the daemons of hell:" and that hrad was in- chap. 
ftantly cloven to the bread by the refiftlefs ftroke 
of his defcending falchion. But the reality or 
report of fuch gigantic prowefs ®* muft have 
taught the Moflems to keep within their walls j 
and againft thofe walls of earth or ftone, the 
fword and the lance were unavailing weapons. 
In the flow and fucceflive labours of a fiege, the 
crufaders were fupine and ignorant, without fkill 
to contrive, or money to purchafe, or induftry to 
ufe, the artificial engines and implements of 
aflault. In the conqueft of Nice, they had been 
powerfully aflifted by the wealth and knowledge 
of the Greek emperor : his abfence was poorly 
fupplied by Ibme Genoefe and Pifan veflels, that 
were attracted by religion or trade to the coaft of 
Syria : the ftores wqre fcanty, the return pre- 
carious, and the communication difficult and 
dangerous. Indolence or weaknefs had prevented 
the Franks from inverting the entire circuit ; 
and the perpetual freedom of two gates relieved 
the wants and recruited the garrifon of the city. 
At the end of feven months, after the ruin of 
their cavalry, and an enormous lofs by famine, 
defertion, and fatigue, the progrefs of the cru- 
faders was imperceptible, and their fuccefs re- 
mote, if the Latin Ulyffes, the artful and ambi- 
tious Bohemond, had not employed the arms of 
cunning and deceit. The Chriftians of Antioch 
^ere numerous and difcontented : Phirouz, a 

9* See the exploits of Robert, Raymond, and the ntodeft Tan. 
cred, who iippoled filence on his fquire (Raduiph. Cadom. 

F 2 Syrian 



^ THeH)ECLINE and PAtt 

CHAP. Syrian renegado, had acquired the favour of the? 
emir and the command of three towers; and 
the merit of his repentance difguifed to the La- 
tins, and perhaps to himfclf, the foul defign of 
perfidy and treafcn. A fecret correfpondence, 
for their mutual intereft, was foon eftabliflied 
between Phirouz and the prince of Tarento ; and 
Bohemond declared in the council of the chiefs^ 
that he could deliver the city into their hands. 
But he claimed the fovereignty of Antioch as the 
reward of his fervice ; and the propofal which 
had been rejefted by the envy, was at length 
extorted from the diftrefs, of his equals. The 
noAurnal furprife was executed by the French 
and Norman princes, who afcended in perfon 
the fcaling-ladders that were thrown from the 
walls: their new profelyte, after the murder of 
his too fcrupulous brother, embraced and intro* 
duced the fervants of Chrift; the army ruihed 
through the gates ; and the Moflems foon found, 
that, although tnercy was hopelefs, refiftance was 
impotent* But the citadel ftill refufed to fur* 
render; and the viftors themfelves were fpeedily 
encompaffed and befieged by the innumerable 
forces of Kerboga, prince 6f Moful, who, with 
twenty-eight Turkifli emirs, advanced to the deli- 
verance of Antioch. Five-and-twenty days the 
Chriflians fpent on the verge of deftrudtioa; and 
the proud lieutenant of the caliph and the fijikan 
left them only the choice of fervitude or death •'• 

93 After mentioning the diftreft and humble petition of the 
Franks, Abulpharagius adds the haughty reply of Codbuka« or Kcr« 
boga 5 << Non evafuri ellis nifi per glad ium«** (Dynaft. p.>4s«} 

6 In 
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In this extremity they collefted the relics of their chap. 
flrength, fallied from the town, and in a fingle v^-^^v-w 
memorable day annihilated or difperfed the hoft Viaoryof 
of Turks and Arabians, which they might fafely faden, 
report to have confifted of fix hundred thoufand lo^g* '^^ 
men'*. Their fupernatural allies I (hall proceed ]««»«»»• 
to confider : the human caufes of the vidory of 
Antioch were the fearlefs defpair of the Franks ; 
and the furprife, the difcord, perhaps the errors, 
of their unfkilful and prefumptuous adverfaries. 
The battle is defcribed with as much diforder as 
it was fought ; but we may obferve the tent of 
Kerboga, a moveable and fpacious palace, en- 
riched with the luxury of Afia, and capable of 
holding above two thoufand perfons ; we may 
diftinguifh his three thoufand guards, who were 
cafed, the horfes as well as the men, in complete 
ileel 

In the eventful period of the fi^e and defence Their fa. 
of Antioch, the crufaders were, alternately, ex- rflftr^eS'w 
alted by vidkory or funk in defpair ; either fwelled Antioch. 
with plenty or emaciated with hunger. A fpecu- 
lative reafoner might fuppofe, that their faith bad 
a (Irong and ferious influence on their pradice{ 

94 In defcribing the hoft of Kerboga, inoft of the Latin hi do. 
rians, the author of the Gella (p. 17. )» Kobert Monachvis (p. 56.), 
Baidric ^P* m*)* Fulcherius Carnotenfis (p. 39«.)» Guibert 
(p. 51*. )» William of Tyre (I. vi. c. 3. p. 7i4-)» Bernard The- 
laurarius (c. 39. p. 695. ), are content with the vague expref- 
fions of iiifinita multitudo, iinmenfuin agmen, innumerse copise 
pr gentcSy which corrclpond with the fiirot a»»p*§pwrft» x^^^^' 
of Anna Comncna (Alexias, 1. xi. p. 31^ — 310.;. The numbers 
of the Turks are fixed by Albert A^uenfis at aoQ^ooo (!• iv. 
c. 10. p* 94«-}» ^"*^ ^y I^adulphi^s Cadomen(ia at 4^0^000 horit 
(c. 7a. p. 3O90« 

F 3 and 
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CHAP, and that the foldiers of the crofe, the deliverers 
of the holy' fepulchre, prepared themfelves by a 
fober and virtuous life for the daily contempla- 
tion of martyrdom. Experience blows away this 
charitable illufion : and feldom does the hiftory 
of profane war difplay fuch fcenes of intem- 
perance and proftitution as were exhibited under 
the walls of Antioch. The grove of Daphne no 
longer flouriflied j but the Syrian air was ftill 
impregnated with the fame vices ; the Chriftians 
were feduced by every temptation ^* that nature 
either prompts or reprobates; the authority of 
the chiefs was defpifed ; and fermons and edifts 
were alike fruitlefs againft thofe fcandalous dif- 
orders, not lefs pernicious to military difcipline, 
than repugnant to evangelic purity. In the firft 
days of the fiege and the poflTeffion of Antioch, 
the Franks confumed with wanton and thought- 
lefs prodigality the frugal fubfiftence of weeks 
and months : the defolate country ^o longer 
yielded a fupply ; and from that country they 
were at length excluded by the arms of the be- 
fieging Turks. Difeafe, the faithful companion 
of want, was envenomed by the rains of the 
winter, the fummer heats, unwholefome food, 
and the clofe imprifonment of multitudes. The 
pidures of famine and peftilence are always the 
fame, and always difguftful ; and our imagina- 
tion may fugged the nature of their fufFerings and 
their refources. The remains of treafure or fpoil 

9J See the tragic and fcandalous fate of an archdeacon of royal 
birth, who was flain by the Turks as he repofed in an orchard, play- 
ing at dice with a Syrian concubine. 

were 
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were eagerly laviflied in the purchafe of the vileft ^ 'Vm^' 
nourifliment ; and dreadful muft have been the 
calamities of the poor, fince, after paying three 
marks of filver for a goat and fifteen for a lean 
catnel'*, the count of Flanders was reduced to 
beg a dinner, and dtike Godfrey to borrow an 
horfe. Sixty thoiifand horfes had been reviewed 
in the camp : befoffo the end of the fiege they, 
were diminifhed to - two thoofand, and fcarcely 
two hundred fit fori fervice could be muftered on 
the day of battle. Weaknefs of body and terror 
of mind extinguiihed the ardent enthufiafm of- 
the pilgrims ; and every, motive of honour and 
religion was fubdued, bjr the defire . bf life •^ , 
Among the chiefs, three heroes may be found 
without fear or reproa(ib: Godfrey of Bouilioa 
was fupported by his magnanimous piety ; Bohe- 
mond by ambition and intereft ; ' and Tancred 
declared, in the true fpirit t)f chivalry, that ^ 
long as be was at the head of f5rty knights, he 
would never relinquiOi the enterprifc of Paleftine. 
But the count of Thbloufe and Provence was 
fufpefled of a voluntary indifpofition : the duke^ 
of Normandy was recalled frooi the fea-(hore by. 

96 The value of an ox rofe from five folidi (fifteen {hillings) at 
Cliriftmas to twro marks (four pounds), and afterwards much 
hightr : a kid or lamb, from one fliilUng to eighteen of our prcfeat 
money : in the fccond famine, a loaf of bread, or the head of an 
animal, fold for a piece of gold. More examples might be produced ; 
but it is the ordinary, not the extraordinary, prices, that defer?e tht 
notice of the philofopher. 

97 Alii muUi quorum nomina non tenemus; quia, deleta de libro 
Titae, prsefenti operi non funt inferenda (Will. Tyr. 1. vi. c. 5* 
F*7*5-)- Guibert (p. 518. 513.) attempts to excufe Hugh the^ 
Greaty and even Stephen of Cb^rtr^s^ 

F4 the 
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the cenfures cf the church ; Hugh the Greae^ 
though he led the vanguard of the battle, em- 
braced an ambiguous opportunity of returning to 
France; and Stephen count of Chartres bafely 
deferted the ftandard which he bore, and the 
council in whtck he prefided. The foldiers were 
dUcoiiraged by the flight of William vifcount 
of Melun, furnamed the Carpenter^ from the 
weighty ftrokes of his axe; and the faints were 
fcandalifed by the fall of Peter the Hermit, who^ 
after arming Europe againft Afia, attempted to 
escape from the penance of a neceflary faft. Of 
the multitude of recreant warriors, the names 
(fays an hiftorian) are blotted from the book of 
life; and the opprobrious epithet of the rope- 
dancers was applied to the deferters who dropt 
in the night from the walls of Antioch. The 
emperor Alexius '*, who feemed to advance to 
the fuccour of the Latins, was difmayed by the 
SjlTurance of their hopelefe condition. They ex- 
peded their fate in filent defpair ; oaths and 
punifliments were tried without effect ; and to 
roufe the foldiers to the defence of the walls, it was 
found neceflary to fet fire to their quarters. 

For their falvation and viftory, they were in- 
debted to the fame fanaticifm which had led them 
to the brink of ruin. In fuch a caufe, and in 
fuch an army, vifions, prophefies, and miracles^ 
were frequent and familiar. In the diflrefs of 

9' See the progreft of the crafkdey the retreit of Alexius, the 
▼lAory of Antioch, and the conqueft of Jerafalem* in (be Akxiad, 
1. xi. p. 317— -3ft7. Anna was fo prone to exaggeraiioni that ihe 
magnifies the exploits of the Latins. 

Antiochy 
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Antioch, they were repeated with unufual energy chap. 
and fuccefs: St. Ambrofe had affured a pious 
ecdeiiaftic, that two years of trial muft precede 
the feafon of deliverance and grace ; the deferters 
were ftopped by the prefence and reproaches of 
Chrifl: himfelf; the dead had promifed to arife 
and combat with their brethren ; the Virgin had 
obtained the pardon of their fins ; and their coii«' 
fidence was revived by a vifible fign, the feafon* 
able and fplendid difcovery of the holy lancb# 
The policy of their chiefs has on this occafion 
been admired, and might furely be excufed ; but 
a pious fraud is feldom produced by the., cool 
oonfpiracy of many perfons ; and a voluntary im- 
poftor might depend on the fupport of the wife 
and the credulity of the people. Of the diocefe 
of Marfeilles, there was a prieft of low cunning 
and loofe manners, and his name was Peter Bar- 
tholemy. He prefented himfelf at the door of 
the council-chamber, to difclofe an apparition of 
St. Andrew, which had been thrice reiterated ia 
his fleep, with a dreadful menace, if he pre- 
fumed to fupprefs the commands of heaven. '* At 
** Antioch,** faid the apoftle, ** in the church of 
*^ my brother St. Peter, near the high altar, it 
*^ concealed the fteel head of the lance> that 
** pierced the fide of our Redeemer. In three 
^ days, that inftrument of eternal, s^nd now of 
^* temporal, falvation, will be manifefted to his 
^ diiciples. Search and ye fhall find: bear it 
^^ aloft in battle ; and that myfiic weapon fhall 
" penetrate the fouls of the mifcreants." The 
pope's legate, the biihop of Puy, affeAed to liftcn 

with 
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CHAP, \irith coldnefs and diftrufl: ; but the revelation was 
''^"*' ; eagerly accepted by count Raymond, whom his 
faithful fubjed, in the name of the apoille, had 
chofen for the guardian of the holy lance. The 
experiment was refolved ; and on the third day, 
after a due preparation of prayer and fading, the 
prieft of Marfeilles introduced twelve trufty fppc- 
letors, among whom were the count and his /chap*. 
Iain ; . and the church-doors were barred againfli 
the impetuous multitude. The ground was opened 
m the appointed place; but the workmen, who 
relieved each other, dug to the depth of twelve 
feet yithout difcovering the objefl: of their fearch^ 
In the evening, when count Raymond had ivith- 
drawn to his poft, and the weary airiftants began 
to murmur, Bartholemy, in his fliirt, and with- 
out his fhoes, boldly defcended into the pit y the 
daiknefs of the hour and of th^ place erahled 
him to fecrete and depofit the head of a Saracen 
lance ; and the (irfl: found, the firfl gleam^ of the 
fteel was faluted with a devout rapture. The 
boly lance was drawn from its recefs, wrapt in a 
veil of filk and gold, and expofed to the vene- 
ration of the crufaders ; their anxious fufpenfe 
burft forth in a general (hout of joy and hope, 
ajid the defponding troops were again inflamed 
with the enthufiafm of valour. "Whatever had 
been the arts, and whatever might be the fenti- 
mcnts of the chiefs, they IkilfuUy improved this 
fprtunate revolution by every aid that difcipline 
and devotion could aflx)rd. The foldiers were 
difmifled to their quarters with an injundion to 
fortify their minds and bodies for the approach- 
es ing 
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ing conflift, freely to beftow their laft pittance on <^ h a p. 
themfelves and their horfes, and to expeft with >^^^^m^ 
the dawn of day the iignal of viftory. On the 
feftival of St. Peter and St. Paul, the gat^s of 
Antioch were thrown open; a martial pfalm, 
*' Let the Lord arife, and let his enemies be feat* 
*^ tered !'* was chaunted by a proceffion of priefts 
and monks ; the battle array was marfhalled in 
twelve divifion$5 in honour of the twelve apoftles ; 
and the holy lance, in the abfence of Raymond, 
was entrufted to the hands of his chaplain. The 
influence of this relic ot trophy was felt by the 
fervants, and perhaps by the enemies, of Chrift*'; 
and its potent energy was heightened by an acci- 
dent, a ftratagetn, or a rumour, of a miraculous 
complexion. Three knights, in white garments ceiefiiai 
and refplendent arms, either iffued, or feemed to warriors, 
iffue, from the hills : the voice of Adhemar, the 
pope's legate, proclaimed them as the martyrs 
St. George, St. Theodore, and St. Maurice ; the 
tumult of battle allowed no time for doubt or 
fcrutiny ; and the welcome apparition dazzled the 
eyes or the imagination of a fanatic army. In 
the feafon of danger and triumph, the revelation 
of Bartholemy of Marfeilles was unanimoufly af- 
ferted ; but as foon as the temporary fervice was 
accomplilhed, the perfonal dignity and liberal 
alms which the count of Tholoufe derived from 

99 The Mahometan Aboulmahafcn (apiic! de Giilgncs, tom. ii- 
p. ii. p. 95.) 18 mote correal in his account of ibe holy lance than the 
ChriliianSy Anna Comnena anil Abulpharagius : the Gretk princefs 
confounds it with a nail of the crofs (U xj. p. 326.); the Jacobite 
primate, with St. Petefs lhfF(p. a4t.)« 

the 



^6 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, the cuftody of the holy lance, provoked the envy, 
and awakened the reafon, of bis rivals. A Nor^r 
man clerk prefumed to fift, with a philofophic 
fpirit, the truth of the legend, the circumftances 
of the difcovery, and the chara£ier of the pro- 
phet; and the pious Bohemond afcribed their 
deliverance to the merits and interceflion of Chrifl: 
nlone. For a while, the Provincials defended 
their national palladium with clamours and arms $ 
and new vifions condemned to death and hell 
the profime fceptics, who prefumed to fcrutinife 
the truth and merit of the difcovery. The pre- 
valence of incredulity compelled the author to 
fubmit his life and veracity to the judgment of 
God. A pile of dry faggots, four feet high, and 
fourteen long, was eredted in the midft of the 
camp ; the flames burnt fiercely to the elevation 
of thirty cubits; and a narrow path of twelve 
inches was left for the perilous trial. The un- 
fortunate prieft of Marfeilles traverfed the fire 
with dexterity and fpeed ; but his thighs and 
belly were fcorched by the intenfe heat ; he ex- 
pbed the next day; and the logic of believing 
minds will pay fome regard to his dying pro* 
teftations of innocence and truth. Some efforts 
were made by the Provincials to fubftitute a crofs, 
a ring, or a tabernacley in the place of the holy 
lance, which foon vaniQied in contempt and ob- 
livion*^. Yet the revelation of Antioch is 

gravely 

• • .• 

'oo The two antagonifts who exprefs the moft intimate know- 
ledge and the ftrongeft convi^lion of the miraciSf and of the 
JirauJ, are Raymond des Agilcs^ and Radulpbus Cadomenfit^ 
the one attached to the count of Tholoufe, the other to the 

Norman 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 7^ 

gravely aflerted by fucceeding hiftorians ; and chap. 
fuch is the progrefs of credulity, that miracles, t.-,i.^.w 
moil doubtful on the fpot and at the moment, 
vrill be received with implicit faith at a convenient 
diftance of time and fpace. 

The prudence or fortune of the Franks had Tbeftate 
delayed their invafion till the decline of the Turktand 
Turldfh empire*®'. Under the manly govern- caiiph»<rf 
ment of the three firft fultans, the kingdoms of Afia * 

vrere united in peace and juftice ; and the innu- 
merable armies which they led in perfon were 
equal in courage, and fuperior in difcipline, to 
the Barbarians of the Weft. But at the time of 
the crufade, the inheritance of Malek Shaw was 
difputed by his four fons ; their private ambition 
was infenfible of the public danger ; and, in the 
viciflitudes of their fortune, the royal valTals were 
ignorant, or regardlefs, of the true objeS of their 
allegiance. The twenty-eight emirs, who march- 
ed with the ftandard of Kerboga, were his rivals 
or enemies j their hafty levies were drawn from 
the towns and tents of Mefopotaoiia and Syria ; 
and the Turkiih veterans were employed or con- 
fumed in the civil wars beyond the Tigris. The 
caliph of Egypt embraced this opportunity of 
weaknels and difcqrd, to recover his ancient pof- 
feffions; and bis fultan Aphdal befieged Jerufa- 
km and Tyre, expelled the children of Ortok^ 

Nortnao prince. Fulcheriut Carnotenfit preTomes to Cajf Au« 
dite fraudem et non fraudem ! and afterwardt, Invenit lan- 
ccaniy fallaciter occuluum forfitan. The reft of the herd arc loud 
and ftrenuout. 

>oi See M. de Guignes (torn, ii, p. ii. p. %%%f &Ct) ; and tho 
articUi of BarJuank, H/Uhammtd^ Stngt^r^ jn d*Herbclot. 

and 
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CHAP, and reftored in Paleftine the ci^I and ecclefiaftica! 
authority of the Fatimites '*^. They heard with 
aftonifhment of the vaft armies of Chriftians that 
had paflfed from Europe to Afia, and rejoiced in 
the fieges and battles which broke the power of 
the Turks, the adverfaries of their fed and mo- 
narchy. But the fame Chriftians were the ene- 
mies of the prophet ; and from the overthrow of 
Nice and Antioch, the motive of their enterprife, 
which was gradually underftood, would urge 
them forwards to the banks of the Jordan, or 
perhaps of the Nile. An intercourfe of epiftles 
and embaffies, which rofe and fell with the events 
of war, was maintained between the throne of 
Cairo and the camp of the Latins ; and their ad- 
verfe pride was the refult of ignorance and en- 
tbufiafm* The minifters of Egypt declared in 
an haughty, or infinuated in a milder, tone, that 
their fovereign, the true and lawful commander 
of the faithful, had refcued Jerufalem from the 
Turkifli yoke; and that the pilgrims, if they 
would divide their numbers, and lay afide their 
arms, ihould find a fafe and hofpitable reception 
at the fepulchre of Jefus. In the belief of their 
loft condition, the caliph Moflali defpifed their 
arms and imprifoned their deputies : the conqueft 
and vidtory of Antioch prompted him to folicit 
thofe formidable champions with gifts of horfes 

io> The emiri or fulran Aphdal, recovered Jerufalem and 
Tyre, A^ H. 489 (Renaudot, Hilt. Patriarch. Alexandrin. p. 478; 
De Guignes, torn. i. p. 249. from Abulfeda and Ben Schounah). 
Jet ufalem ante adventum veitrutn recuperavimus, Turcos CjecinriUS, 
fay the Fatimite ambafiadors. 

and 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 79 

and filk robes, of vafes, and purf^s of gold and chap, 
filver ; and in his eftimatc of their merit or v^--v*«^ 
power, the firft place was affigned to Bohemond, 
and the fecond to Godfrey. In either fortune 
the anfwer of the crufaders was firm and uniform : 
they difdained to inquire into the private claims 
or poffeffions of the followers of Mahomet : what- 
foever was his name or nation, the ufurper of 
Jerufalem was their enemy; and inftead of pre- 
fcribing the mode and terms of their pilgrimage^ 
it was only by a timely furrender of the city and 
province, their facred right, that he could deferve 
their alliauce, or deprecate their impending and 
irrefiftible attack "\ 

Yet this attack, when they were within the l>«i«r 
view and reach of their glorious prize, was fuf- Franks 
pended above ten months after the defeat of Ker- A- ^* 
boga. The zeal and courage of the crufaders July— 
were chilled in the moment of victory : and, in- 
ftead of marching to improve the confternation. May. 
they haftily difperfed to enjoy the luxury, of 
Syria. The caufes of this ftrange delay may be 
found in the want of flrength and fubordination. 
In the painful and various fervice of Antioch, 
the cavalry was annihilated; many thoufands of 
every rank had been loft by famine, ficknels, 
and defertion : the fame abufe of plenty had been 
produdive of a third famine ; and the alternative 

><>} See the tranra6lions between the caliph of Egypt and the 
crufaders, in William of Tyre (1. iv. c. 14. 1, vi. c. 19.) and Albert 
Aqueufis (1. iii* c. 59. }> ^^^ ^re more fenfible of their impoct- 
ancei than the contemporary writers. 

of 
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of intemperance and diftreft, had generated % 
peftilence, which fwept away above fifty thou- 
fand of the pilgrims. Few were able to command, 
and none were willing to obey: the domeftic 
feuds, which had been ftifled by common fear, 
were again renewed in afts, or at leaft in fenti- 
ments, of hoftility ; the fortune of Baldwin and 
Bohemond excited the envy of their companions ; 
the braveft knights were enlifted for the defence 
of their new principalities ; and count Raymond 
cxhaufted his troops and treafures in an idle ex- 
pedition into the heart of Syria. The winter waj^ 
confuined in difcord and diforder ; a fenfe of ho- 
nour and religion was rekindled in the fpring; 
and the private foldiers, lefs fufceptible of ambi- 
tion and jealoufy, awakened with angry clamours 
the indolence of their chiefs. In the month of 

leniralrai ^^V^ ^^^ TeYics of this mighty hoft proceeded 
A.D. from Antioch to Laodicea; about forty thoufand 
MayVs— Xatins, of whom no more than fifteen hundred 
June 6. horfe, and twenty thoufand foot, were capable of 
immediate fervice. Their eafy march was con- 
tinued between mount Libanus and the fea-fhore } 
their wants were liberally fupplied by the coafting^ 
traders of Genoa and Pifa ; and they drew large 
contributions from the emirs of Tripoli, Tyre, 
Sidon, Acre, and Cacfarea, who granted a free 
paflage, and promifed to follow the exapiple of 
Jerufalem. From Caefarea they advanced into 
the midland country ; their clerks recognifed the 
lacred geography of Lydda, Ramla, Emaus, 
and Bethlem, and as foon as they defcried the 

holy 
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holy city, the crufaders forgot their toils and chap. 

claimed their rcivard"**. . ^^ 

Jerufalem has derived fome reputation from Siege and 
the number and importance of her memorable of jeru- 
fieges. It was not till after a long and obftinate ^^'^n** 
conteft that Babylon and Rome could prevail ^^^^ 
againft the obftinacy of the people, the craggy J«n«7— 
ground that might fupcrfede the neceflity of for- ■'"^'^* 
tifications, and the walls and towers that would 
have fortified the moft acceffible plain '***. Thefc 
obftacles were diminifiied in the age of the cru* 
fades. The bulwarks had been completely de- 
ftroyed and imperfedly reilored : the Jews, theu* 
nation, and worftiip, were for ever baniflied ; but 
nature is lefs changeable than man, and the fite 
of Jerufalem, though fomewhat foftened and 
fomewhat removed, was ftill ftrong againft the 
aflaults of an enemy. By the experience of a 
recent fieget ^nd ^ three years' pofleffion, the Sa* 
racens of Egypt had been taught to difcern, and 
in fome degree to remedy, the defeats of a place^ 
which religion as well as honour forbade them 
to refign. Aladin, or Iftikhar, the caliph's lieu- 
tenant, was entrufted with the defence : his 
policy ftrove to reftrain the native Chriilians by 
the dread of their own ruin and that of the holy 

*<'4 The greatcft part of the inarch of the Franks is traced, and 
moft accurately traced, in MaundreiKs Journey from Aleppo to 
Jerufalem (p. 17—67.} $ un des meilleurs morceaux, fans con* 
tredity qu*on ait dans ce genre (d^Anville, Memoire fur Jerufalena* 

p,S7.). 

■05 See the mafterly defcription of Tacitus (Hift. ▼. it» ti, 13.)* 
who fuppofes, that the Jewifli lawgivers had provided for a perpetual 
ilate of holtility againft the r^ft of mankind. 

Vol. XL G fepulchre } 
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^LViu.^' f^pw''pk^''fi > to unidite the MoAems by the affur- 
ance of temporal and eternal rewards. His gar* 
rifon is faid to have coi^fifted of forty thouH^nd 
Turks and Arabians; and if he could mufter 
twenty thoufand of the inhabitajitSy it muft be 
qonfe0ed that the befieged were more numerous 
than the befieging army '^^ Had the diminifhed 
ftrength and numbers of the Latins allowed them 
to grafp the whole circumference of four. thoufand 
yards (about two Engliih miles and a half ''''), to 
what ufeful purpofe fliould they have defcended 
iQtp the valley of Ben Himmon and torrent of Ce* 
4rQn '°% or approached the precipices of the South 
9nd ^aft, fronr whence they had nothing either 
to hope or fear ? Their fiege was more reafonably 

>*^ Tl)e lively rcKpticiTm 9f Vpl^trc it baltnced wUb f^nfe aq^l 
eniditioo by the Fre;nch author of the Efprit cles Qroifades (tpin. iv« 
p. ^i6^iZ%,)f who obieryes, that, according to the Arabians, the 
inhabitants of Jerufalefi rouft l^aTe exceeded ftoo,9ep ; that in the 

A^ ofJH^h M««^b"? collets 1i89<?>o<>o Je«« J tkaf they ^re fl?te^ 
by Tacitus l^imfell at 600,099 $ and that the Urgeft defalcation, th^t 
bis ttcce^mui can juftify, will ftill leave them more numerous than the 
Roman army. 

f 07 N|a^rdre|), ^\[q dil^ntW per^npbulatcil ^t^l^e w^Hs, foifnci n 
circuit of ^^630 paces, or 4167 £ngliih ya/ds (p. 109, i|0.) ) 
from an auth«i^tic plan, d*Anvi]le concludes a raeafure neairly fimi- 
lar, of i960 Picench /0f}« (p. s)— »9.), in hia fcarce and yaluable 
tra£k. Fpr i\^ topography pf Jeruiaiepf, fcfs flelapd (Palfftina^ 
torn. ii. p. S3«— •860.). 

io« Jerufalem was poiTeQed only of the torrent of Ke4ron, dry 
in fummer, and of the littte fpring or brqok of $iIoc (Reland, 
torn. i. p. 294^ 300.)* Both ftranrers and natives complained of the 
Want of water, which in time of war was (ludioufly aggravated. 
Within the city, Tacitus mentions a perennial fountain, an aquedu6l, 
and ciflerns for rnin water. The aquedu6l was conveyed from the 
fiviilct Tekoe or Etham^ which is likcwife mentioned by Bohadin 
(in Vit. Saladin. p. ^%t.). 

45?*cled 
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direded agatnft the nonhern and weftern fides of c n a ^« 
the city* Godfrey of Bouillon ereded hie fhtn- 
4ard on the firft fwdl of mount Calvary : to the 
left, as far.as St. Stephen's gate, the line of attack 
was continued by Tancred and the two Roberts ; 
and count Raymond eftablifhed his quarters from 
llie citadel to the foot of mount Sion, which was 
no longer included within the precinfls of the 
city. On the fifth day, the crufaders made a ge« 
Dierai aflkult, in the fanatic hope of battering 
down the walls without engines, and of fcaling 
them without ladders. By the dint of brutal 
force, they burfl the firft barrier, but they were 
driven back with fhame and flaughter to the 
camp : the influence of vifion and prophecy was 
deadened by the too frequent abufe of thofe 
pious ftratagems ; and time and labour were 
found to be the only means of viftory. The 
time of the fiege was indeed fulfilled in forty 
days, but they were forty days of calamity and 
anguifli* A repetition of the old complaint of 
famine may be imputed in fome degree to the 
voracious or diforderly appetite of the Franks; 
bot the ftony foil of Jerufalem is almoft deftituttt 
of watter; the fcanty fprings and hafty torrents 
were dry in the fummer feafon; nor was the 
thvft of the befiegers relieved, as in the cky, 
by the artificial fupply erf cifterns and aquedufts* 
The circumjacent country is equally deftitute of 
trees for the ufes of fhade or building; but 
fome large beams were difcovered in a cave by 
the crufaders : a wood near Sichem, the ^ochanted 

G 2 grove 
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^vviu^' S^^^^ of Taflb*®% was cut down: the neceffaty 
timber w^as tranfported to the camp, by the 
vigour and dexterity of Tancred; and the en- 
gines were framed by fome Genoefe artifts, who 
had. fortunately landed in the harbour of Jaffa. 
Two moveable turrets were conftrufted at the 
expence, and in the ftations, of the duke of Lor- 
raine and the count of Thploufe, and rolled for- 
wards with devout labour, not to the moft acce£- 
fible, but to the mod negleded, parts of the for- 
tification. Raymond's tower was .reduced to 
aflies by the fire of the befieged, but his col- 
league was more vigilant and fuccefsful ; the 
enemies were driven by his archers from the ram- 
part; the draw -bridge was let down; and on a 
Friday at three in the afternoon, the day and 
hour of the PafHon, Godfrey of Bouillon flood 
yidorious on the walls of Jerufalem. His ex- 
ample was followed on every fide by the emula- 
tion of valour; and about four ])undred and 
fixty years after the conqueft of Omar, the holy 
city was refcued from the Mahometan yoke. In 
the pillage of public and private wealth, the ad- 
venturers had agreed to refpedk the exclufive pro- 
perty of the firft occupant ; and the fpoils of the 
great mofque, feventy lamps and maffy vafes of 
gold and filver, rewarded the diligence, and dif- 
played the generofity^ of Tancred. A bloody 
facrifice was offered by his miflaken votaries to 

109 Glcrufalemihe Liberata, canto xiii. It is pleafant enough 
to obfei ve how TafTo has copied and embt Uiihed the minuteft detailt 
of the fiege. * 

the 
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the God of the Chriftians : refiftance might pro- chap. 
vofce, but neither age nor fex could mollify, 
their implacable rage : they indulged themfelves 
three days in a promifcuous maflacre '" ; and the 
infeftion of the dead bodies produced an epide- 
mical difeafe. After feventy thoufand Moflems 
had been put to the fword, and , the harmlefs 
Jews had been burnt in their fynagogue, they 
could -ftill referve a multitude of captives whom 
intereft or laffitude perfuaded them to fpare. Of 
thefe favage heroes of the crofs, Tancred alone 
betrayed Tome fentiments of compafEon; yet we 
may praife the more felfifli lenity of Raymond,' 
who granted a capitulation and fafe^'Conduf); to 
the garrffon of the citadel*". The holy fepul-. 
chre 'was now free; and the bloody vigors pre- 
parcfd to^accbmplifli their vow. Bareheaded and 
barefoot, with contrite hearts, and in an humble 
pofhire, they afcended the hill of Calvary, amidft 
the loud anthems of the clergy ; kiflfed the ftone 
which had covered the Saviour of the world ; and 
bedewed with tears of joy and penitence the mo- 
nument of their redemption. This union of the 
fierceft and mofl tender paflions has been vari« 

iio Befides tbe Latins, who are not alhamed of the maflaciv, 
fee Elinacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 363. }» Abulpharagiut (Dynaft. 
p. 24.3.), and M. de Guignes (torn. ii. p. ii. p« 99 )t from Aboul* 
mahafcn. 

*<■ The old tower Pfephina, in the middle ^^% Neblofa, 
was named Cafttllum Pifanum, from the patriarch Daimbert. It 
is ftill the citadel^ the refidence of the Tuikiih agn^ and com* 
mands a profped of the Dead Sea« Jodea, and Arabia (D'Anville, 
p. 19-^13.) It was liJuwife called the Tower of David^ wfyv; 
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oufly confidered by two philofophers ; by tbe 
one"*, as- eafy and natural; by the other"*, as 
abfurd and incredible. Perhaps it is too rigor- 
oufly applied to the fame perfons and the fame 
hour : the example of the virtuous Godfrey 
awakened the piety of his companions ; while 
they cleanfed their bodies, they purified theii: 
minds; nor iball I believe that the moft ardent 
in flaughter and rapine were the fbremoft in the; 
procefSon to the holy fepulchre. 

Ei^ht days after this memorable event, which 
pope Urban did not live to hear, the Latin 
chiefs proceeded to the election of a king, to 
guard and govern their conquefts in Pale(line« 
Hugh the Great, and Stephen of Chartrey,. 
had retired with fome lofs of reputation, 
which they ftrove to regain by a fecond ^ rufade 
and an honourable death. Baldwin was eftab-* 
lUhed at Edefla, and Bohemond at Antioch ; and 
two Roberts, the duke of Normandy "* and the 
count of Flanders, preferred their fair inherit- 
ance in the Weft to a doubtful competition or a 
barren fceptrp. The jealoufy and ambition of 
Raymond were condemned by his own followers, 
and the free, the jufl, the unanimous voice of 



"* Hume, in his Htftory of England, vol. i. p. 511, 311, b6laTo 
edition. 

"3 VolMire, in hit E^ai fur THiftoire Gcoerale^ kom. ii. c. 54. 
P* 345» 346. 

»"4.Thc Englifli aCcribe to Robert of Normandy, and the Pro- 
vincialt to Raymond of Tboloufe, the glory of rcfu^Ing^he crown j 
but the honed' voice of tradition hat preferved the memory of the 
ambition and revenge (Villehardouin, N'* 136.) of the count of 
8t. Giltt, He died at the ^t^ of Tripdii which wai poflciTed by hit 
defccndantt* 

the 
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he artaiy, prociaimcd Godfrey of Bodniott tfie ^ ? ^ ^' 
firft and moft mirtby of the cham^'ons of Chri({- s^a^^.^ 
endom« His magnaniiimy accepted 'JMtrtift as 
full of din^r zi. of glory ; bit m- a cfry where 
his Saviour had beeii crowned with thorns, the 
devout fiilgriffl rejeded the name and eitfigii^ of 
royahy ;. vaad the icmiidervof thekih^dom df 
Jerufsd^m.. taontented hhiif(^if with thre modeft 
title of I>efe)ider and Boroit of the Holy'SeptriL 
chre. , His governmcAt . of a fingi«n ywlr "^, to6 
Ihort for the pubKc bapfpinefs, was incerrbipted iA 
the firA fortnight byi funmnrond to thtk^XA h^ 
the appiroach of the vliir' 6r (bltati c^ Egypt', 
^ho had. been too flow^tx^ prisvent, but Who was 
impatient :4o avenge, 0he lofs' of Jerufalem. Hik 
total' oyantfarow in the battle of Afcalon feafed 
the eftabliihtfient'of the Ladies in Syria, ^td fig- 
nalifiedC the' valour of the French princes; who in 
tbis.a&ton bade a long* farewel to tbe^ holy warV. 
Some glory; might. 'be- derived from the pro* Rattle of 
digious iocqiiialicy of. niimberr, tfaoiigh I ihall Afcaioni 
not count iho myriads. 6f' h6rfe aind foot oii ,0*99,' 
the fMe of; the Fatialitcb;t but, except thre^ Augmtit. 
thoufand Ethiopians' or blaqks, who were armed 
with flails, or fconrges of iron, this Barbariaiis of 
the South fled on the firft onfet, and afibrdied a 
pleafing compariron between the a^ive valour of 
the Turks and the floth and effeminacy of the 
natives of Egypt* Aftkr fufpending before the 
holy fepulchre the fword and ftandard of the 

■t; See the ele^lion, the battle of Afcalofty &c. in William of 
Tyre^ !• ix. c. i-^i2« and in the concluiion oi the Latin hiftorians 
of the' ftrft criifade. 

G 4 fultan. 
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c H 1^ p. fultaa, the new king (he deferves the title) em- 
braced his departing companions, and could 
retain only with the gallant Tancred three hun- 
dred knights, and two thoufand focrt-foldiers, for 
the defence of Paleftine. His fovereignty was foon 
attacked by a new enemy, the only one againfl: 
whom Godfrey was a coward* Adbemar, biihop 
of Pay, who .excelled both in council and adion, 
had been fwept away in the laft plagoe of An- 
tioch :' the. remaining ecclefiaftics preferved only 
the pride and avarice of their character; and 
their feditious clamours bad required 'that the 
choice 6f a bifliop'fliould precede that of a king. 
The revenue and jurifidiQion of the lawful pa** 
triarch were ufurped by the Latin okergy : the 
exclufion of the Greeks and Syrians liras juftified 
by the reproach of herefy or fchifm***; and, un- 
der the iron yoke of their deliverers, the Oriental 
Chriftians regretted the tolerating govemihent of 
the Arabian caliphs. Daimbert, archbifiiop of 
Pifa, had long been trained in the fecret policy of 
Rome: he brought a fleet of his countrymen to 
the fuccour of the Holy Land, and was inftalled^ 
without a. competitor, the fpiritual and temporal 
head of the church. The new patriarch "' im- 
mediately grafped the fceptre which had been 
acquired by the toil and blood of the viAorious 
pilgrims ; and both Godfrey and Bohemond fub« 
mitted to receive at his • hands the inveftiture of 

"* RenauHot, Hift. Patriarch. Alex, p. 479. 

>i7 See the claims of the patriarch Daimbert, in Wilh'am of 
Tyre (i. tx. c. 15—18. x. 4. 7. 9.)^ who aflerts with marvelloui 
candour the independence ot the conc^uerors and Jcihgt of Jeru* 
falem. 

their 
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their feudal poflellions. Nor vas this fufficient ; ^ " a p. 

Daimbert claimed the immediate property of ^^*^'^ 

Jerufalem and Jaffa : inftead of a firm and gei^ 

reus refufal, the hero negociated with the pried ; 

a quarter of either city was ceded to the church ; 

and the modefl bifhop was fatisfied with an even« 

tual revenion of the reft, on the death of God« 

frey without children, or on the future acquifition 

of a new feat at Cairo or Damafcus. 

\^thout this indulgence, the conqueror would The k^ng. 
have almoft been ftripped of his^ infant kingdom, g-uj^jem, * 
which confifted only of Jerufalem and Jaffa, with a. d. 
about twenty ^iHiiges and towns of the adjacent JiSy. 
cbuntry"*. Withiii this narrow verge, the Ma- 
hometans were ftill lodged in fome impregnabte 
catties ; and (he hufbandman, thi trader, and the 
pilgrims, were expdfed to daily and domeftiic hof- 
rility. By tfie ^arm of Godfrey himfelf, and of 
the two Baldwins, his brother and coufin, who 
fucceeded to the throne, the Latins breathed with 
more eafe and fafety ; and at length they equal- 
led, in th^ extent of their dominions^ though not 
in the ratllions of their fubjefts, the .ahcient-^^ 
princes of Judah and Ifrael *'^ After the reduc- 
|ion of the maritime cities of Laodicea, Tripoli, 

Tyre, 



<• 



»iS wniielm, Tyr. 1. X. 19. The Hiftoria Hierofolymitana of 
Jacobus a Vitri^co (I. i. c. 21—50.), ami the Secreta Fidelium 
Criicis of Mariniis Sanutus (1. iti. p. i.), dcfcnbe the liate and 
conquefts of the Latin kingdom of Jerufalem. 

"■9 An a£lual mul^er, not incluvling the tribes of Leri and Ben<» 
)aniin, gave David an army of 1,300,000, or i) 574,000 ^ghting 
men} which, with the addition of women, childien, and iidves, 
may imply a population of thirteen milhuns, in a country ftxty 
leagues in length, and thirty broad. 1 he honeft and rational 
fjt Cierc (Comment* on z* bamuel xxiv. and i*' Chronicles xxi.) 

ja^Huat 
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CHAP. Tyrtf, and Afcal^ii '***, which weref po^erfiilljr 
affifted by the fleets of Venice, Genba, and Pifa, 
and even of Fhnd^ and Norway '*', the range 
of fea-coafl: from Scanderoon to the borders^ of 
Egypt wad poffeflfed by the Chriftian . pilgrHnsv 
If the prince of Antioch difclaii^ed, his fupremacy, 
the counts of Ec^eiTa and Tripoli owned thbm^ 
felves the yaffala- of the king of Jerufalem: the. 
Latins reigned beyond the Euphrates; and the 
four cities of Hems, Hamah, Damafcds, and 
Aleppo, were the only relics' of the* Mahometan 
conquefts in Syria "\ The laws and language^ 
the manners and titles,^ of the Frj^fict^ nation an!d 
Latin church, were introduced into tbefe tranA 
marine colohie9. According: to the iioudal j.urif« 
prudence, the principal dates a^^ 'fubordimte 
baronies defcended in the, line of male and female 
fuccellion '*' ; but the children of the fir ft .con- 

sftuat angufto in ]imire, and mutters his Aifpicion of a falfe tran- 
feript} a- dangerous furpicion ! 

i^ Tliefe firges are related , each in its^ propev place^ in th* 
great hiftoiy of William of Tyre^ from the ix^^ to'the xviii^'' book; 
anif more btitfly told by Bernardus Thefaurarius (de Acquifitione 
Terrx SanfVa, c. S9— 9S. p. 73'»— 740.)- Some tjomtfftic faft^'are 
celebrated in the Chronicles of Pifa, Genoa> and Venicie,> iri the fi*S 
ix***, and xii'*^ tomes of Muiatori. 

>*i Quidam populus de infulis occidentis egreflus, et maxime 
tie ci parte quae Norvegia dicitur. William of Tyre (1. xi* c, 14* 
p. S04.) marks their courfe per Britannicum mare et Calpen to the 
fiege of Sidon. 

>*« Benelathir, apud de Guignes^ Hift. des Huns, tom. tu part ii« 
p. 150^ 15 !• A. D. 1117. He muft fpeak of the inland coun» 
try. , 

*si Sanut very fenfibly defcants on^ftbe mifchitft of female Aic* 
ceilion, in a land, hoiUbus circamdata, ubi cunAa virilia et vir- 
toofa efle deberent. Yet, at the fummons, and with the appro- 
bation! of her feudal lord, a noble daiprd waa obliged to choofe a . 

kniband 
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queroFS ***, a motley and degenerate race, were chap. 
diflblved by the luxury of the climate; the ar- 
rival of 'new crufaders from Europe was a doubt* 
ful hope and a (jafual event. The fervice of the 
feudal tenures*'* was performed by fix hundred 
and fixty-fix knights, who might exped: the aid 
of two hundred more under the banner of the 
count of Trlpoii ; and each knight was attended 
to the field by four fquirea or archers on horfe- 
back "•. Five thoufand and feventy-five ferjeanis^ 
mod probably foot-foldiers, were fupplied by thd 
churches and cities; and the whole legal militia 
of the kingdom could not exceed eleven theu- 
iand men^ a (lender defence againfl: the furround^ 
ing myriads of Saracens and Turks '*\ But the 
firmefi. bulwark of Jerufalem' was founded dn the 

hu(bami and champion (Aflifes de Jerufalem, c. %^v^ &c.)« 
See in M. de Guighes (toiji. i. p. 44.1 — 471) the accurate and 
ufeful tablet of tbefe dynattie8> which are chiefly drawn from the 
Ugna^ii d*Ofttremer» 

"4 They w^re called by derifion Peuffams, PwttanU and their 
name is never pronounced without contempt (Du Cange^ GIofH 
Eatln. torn. v. p. 535. ; and Obfervationt fur Joinville, p. 84, S5. { 
Jacob, a Vitriacoy Hift. Hierofol. 1. i. c. 67. j*. j and Sanut, 1. iii* 
p. viii. c. ft. p. J 81.). liludrium virorum qui ad Terras SanA« 
• . • • liherationem ii) tpla manferunt degeneres filii • • • • in de-* 
liciiaenutriti, motiti et cffcetnfnati, &c» 

>^5 This authentic detaiJ is extraAed from the Aflifet de Jera« 
falem (c. 324. 3i6--33i.}. Sanut (1« iii. p. viii* c. i. p* 174*) 
reckons only 518 knights, and 5775 followers. 

ia6 The fum total, nnd the divifion, afcertain the fervice of the 
three great baronies at 100 knights each \ and the text of the 
AiTifeSy which extends the number to 500^ can only be juftified by 
this fuppoiition. 

<*7 Yet on great emergencies (fnys Sanut) the barons brought 
a voluntary aid } dcceutcm comitivam militum juxta Itatum. 
fuum* 

knights . 
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CHAP, knights of the hpfpital of St. John "*, and of 
the temple of Solomon '*• ; on the ftrange affo- 
ciatioh of a monadic and military life, which 
fanaticifm might fugged, but which policy muft 
approve. The flower of the nobility of Europe 
afpired to wear the crofs, and to profefs the vows, 
of thefe refpeftable orders ; their fpirit and difci- 
pline were immortal ; and the fpeedy donation of 
twenty-eight thoufend farms, or manors "% en- 
abled them to fupport a regular force of cavalry 
and infantry for the defence of Paleftine. The 
auft^jcity of the convent foon evaporated in the 
exf^cife of arms : the world was. fcandalifed by 
tbe pride, avarice,' and corruption of thefe CbriC- 
tian (9.1dier$ ; their claims of immunity and jurif-. 
4iOipn difturbed the harmony of the church and 
llate; and the public peace was endangered by 
their jealous emdation. But in their moft dif-» 

iin William of Tyre (1. xviii. «^ 3, 4, 5.) ielate!i.tbc \gnohle oiU 
gln^ aod early infolenct, of the Hofpitaiersi .,who foon cJeferud 
tlieir humble pation, St. John tlie Eleeingfynaryx for the more 
auguft chara5ler of Si. John the tiapti(t (fee the inefFt6lual ftrug* 
gles of Paigi, Cririca, A. D. 1099, N® 14.— >)8.}* They aiTumed 
the profefTiun of arms ahcut the year Ii20| the Hofuital was 
mater i the Temple, fiiai the Tcuronic ord.er was founded 
A. D. 1190, at the iiege of Acre (Moflieim, Inllitut. p. 1%^^ 

390-). . 

«*?' S6e St. Bernard de Laude Novae Militiae Templi, cotnpofed 

A. D. 1I31 — xi36» in Opp,, torn. i. p. ii. p. 547 — 563. edit. Ma« 

billon, Venet. 1750. Such an encomium, which is thrown away 

0TI 'the dead Tempiars, would be highly valued by the hif^oriant, 

of Malta. 

"JO Matthew Paris, Hiff. Major, p. 544.. He afTigns to the Hof- 

pituUrs 19,000, to the Templars 9,000 maneria, a word of much 

higher import (as Du Cange has' nghtiy obi'tived) in the Englifh 

than in the French idiom. Manor is a lordHiip, manoir a dwell* 

ing. 

folute 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. pj 

Ibliite period, the knights of the hofpital and ^ h a p. 
temple maintained their fearlefs and fanatic cha- t^. ■ y w 
rafter : they neglefted to live, but they were 
prepared to die, in the fervicet of Chriid ; and the 
fpirit of chivalry, the parent and offspring of the 
crufades, has been tranfplanted by this inftitution 
from the holy fepulchre to the ifle of Malta **'• 

The fpirit cdF freedom, which pervades the Affifeof 
feudal inftitutions, was felt i* its ftrongeft energy ^^'X?!)^* 
by the volunteers of the crofs, who elefted for 1099— 
their chief the moft deferving of his peers* Amidft '^ ** 
the flaves of Afia, unconfcious of the leflbn or 
example, a model of political liberty was intro- 
duced : and the laws of the French kingdom are 
derived from the pureft fource of equality and 
juftice. Of fuch laws, the firfl: and indifpenfable 
condition is the affent of thofe, whofe obedience 
they require, and for whofe benefit they are de- 
(igned. No fooner had Godfrey of Bouillon' 
accepted the office of fuprerae magiftrate, than 
he folicited the public and private advice of the 
Latin pilgrims, who were the bed fkilled in the 
ftatutes and cuftoms of Europe. From thefc 
materials^ with the counfel and approbation of 
the patriarch and barons, of the clergy and laity, 
Godfrey compofed the assise of Jerusalem***, 

apre-^ 

» 

>)* In the three firft books of the Hiftoire des Chevaliers de 
Malthe, par 1* AbbI de Vertot> the reader may amufe himfeif 
with a fair^ and fometimes flattering, pi£tare of the order, while 
it was employed for the defence of Paleftine. The iubfequent books 
purfue their enoigrations to Rhodes and Malta* 

«J* The Aflifes de Jerufalem, in old Law-Frsnch, were pnnted 
with Beaumanoir^s Coutumes de Beauvoifis (Bourges and Paris, 

S69O9 
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CHAP, a predous monument of feudal jurifprudence* 
The new code, attefted by the feals of the Wng, 
the patriarch, and thervifcount of Jerufalem, was 
depofited in the holy fepulchre, enriched with 
the improvements of fucceeding times, and re-» 
fpedfully confulted as often as any doubtful 
queftion arofe in the tribunals of Paleftine. With 
the kingdom and city, all was loft '" ; the frag- 
ments of the written law were preferved by jea- 
lous tradition''^ and variable pra£kice till the 
middle of the thirteenth century: the code was 
reftored by the pen of John d'Ibelin, count of 
Jaffa, one of the principal feudatories ''' ; and 
the final revifion was accompliihed in the year 

1690, in folio), and illuftrated by Gafpard Tbaumas d« la Thau- 
maflierey with a comment and glclTiry. An Italian verfion had ^ 
been pubUflied in i|35, at Venice, for the ufe of the kingdom ef 
Cyprus. 

HS A la terre perdue, tout fut perdu, is the vigorous expreC* 
iion of the AflTife (c. tSi.)« Yet Jerufalein capitulated with Sala- 
din I the queen and the principal Chriflians defiaited in peace | 
and a code Co precious and fo portable could not prorolbe the 
avarice of the conquerors* I have foroetimes fufpe^led the exift. 
ence of this original copy of the Holy Sepulchre, which might be 
invented to fan^lif'y and authenticate the traditionary cuftoms of the 
French in Paleftine. 

H4 A noble lawyer, Raoul de Tabarie, denied the prayer of 
king Amauri (A. D. 1195^1105), that be would commit hie 
knowledge to writing | and frankly declared, qoe de ce qu*il 6*. 
voit ne feroit-il )a nul borjois fon pareill, ne null fage'bomme 
lettr^(c. 28i.)* 

>S5 The compiler of this work, Jean dlbelin^ was count of 
Jaffa and Afcalon, lord of Baruth (Berytus) and Ramcs, and died 
A. D. ii66 (Sanut, I. iii. p. ii. c, 5. S.)* The family of IbeltR» 
5»hich defcended from a younger brother of a count of Chartcea 
in France, long floHriihed in Paleftine and Cyprus ((ee the Lig* 
nagts de de-fj Mer, or d*Outremer, c. 6. at the end of the Af* 
fifes de Jerufa-lem, an original booki which records the pedigrees of 
the French adventurers). 

thirteen 
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thirteen bmidred and fixty^aine, for the ufe of ^ ^^fi^^ 
the Latin kingjiam of Cypriis "*. v-^^,/ ^ '^^^./ 

The iuftice and freedom of the coaftitution c«»"^«^ 
were maiptained by two tribunals of unequal 
dignity, which w.ere inftituted by Godfrey of 
Bouillon after the conqueft of Jerufalem, The 
king, in p^erfon, prefided in the upper>court, the 
court of the barons. Of thefe the four mod 
f onfpicuous were the prince of Galilee, the lord 
pf Sidon and Cs^farea, and the counts of JaSk 
iUXd.Tripg^li, who„ perhaps with the conft able aii4 
lliar(hal''% were in a fpecial manner the com- 
peers md judges of each other. 6ut a}l tbe aor 
Ivies, itrho heid their lands immediately of th<$ 
prowp, W9re entitled and bound to attend ibi 
Ipng's cour^ { and each baron exercifed a fimilar 
jurifdi^ipn in the fubordinate aflembli^s of hi« 
pwn feydatofies. Th^ connexion of lord and 
y^fial was honourable and vblqntary: reverence 
was due to the benefador, protection to the de- 
p^dent; but they mutually pledged their faith 
to each other ; and the obligation on either fidd 
Q)|ght be fufpended by negle^ or di0blved by 
V^jury. Tbe cognifance of marriages and t^fta- 

ammt va? blended with religion, and ufurped by 

the clergy ; but thp civil and crim.inal caufes of 
the nobles, the inheritance and tenure of their 

is^ By iljctcen conuniffipners cbofen in tha ftatct of tkt iiflafi(Ii 
thf iprorl^ wat fimQied the 3^ of November is$9« fis^ied with four 
ft^\$, and depofiud in the cathedral of Nicofia (foe the preface to tbf 
A4rirca). 

■17 The cautioua John d^Ihclin argues, ratlier than afltrnif, 
thai Triyoiy ia the fourth barony, and exprefles (bme doubt 
concerning tti right or pretention of the cosftabJo and niar&ai 

fiefsy 
II 
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^Lviu ^' ^*^* formed the proper occupation of the fo- 
v^— v^ preme court. Each member was the judge and 
guardian both of public and private rights. It 
wai his duly to aflert with his tongue and fword 
the lawful claims of the lord ; but if an unjuft 
fuperior prefumed to violate the freedom or 
property of a vaiTal, the confederate peers flood 
forth to maintain his quarrel by word and deed* 
They boldiy affirmed his innocence and his wrongs ; 
demanded the reftitution of his liberty or his lands ; 
fufpended, after a fruitlefs demand, their own 
fervice; refcued their brother from prifon; and 
employed every weapon in his defence', without 
offering dired violence to the perfon of their 
lord, which was ever facred in their eyes '". In 
their pleadings, replies, and rejoinders, the ad- 
vocates of the court were fubtile and copious; 
but the ufe of argument and evidence was often 
fuperfeded by judicial combat ; and the Aflife of 
Jerufalem admits in many cafes this barbarous 
inftitutlon, which has been flowly abolifhed by 
the laws and manners of Europe. 
l4iwof The trial by battle was eftablifhed in all cri- 

cofnbau. minal cafes, which afieded the life, or limb, or 
honour, of any perfon ; and in all civil tranf- 
adions, of or above the value of one mark of 

■3' Entre feignor et homme ne n*a que la foi | • • • • mail rant 
que l*horome doit a Ton feignor reverence en toatcs chofet (c. ao6. )• 
Tout lea homroes dudit royaunie font par la dite Aflife tenua let 
tins as autres • • . . et en celle maniere que le feignor mette main ou 
face mettre au cors ou au £e d*aucun d*yau» fans efgard et fans 
connoiflance de court, que tous lea autres doivent venir devant It 
feignor, &c. (21a. )• ^^^ ^o''™ ^^ ^^^^^ remonftrances is conceived 
with the noble fimpHcity of freedom. j* 

15 filvdr* 
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iilver. It appears, that itt criminal cafes the ^?y^,^* 

combat was the privilege of the accufer^ who, 

except in a charge of treafoi^ avenged his per- 

fonal injury, or the death of thofe perfons whom 

he had a right to reprefent ; but wherever, from 

the nature of the charge, teftimony could be 

obtained, it was necefiary for him to produce 

witnefles of the fad. In civil cafes, the combat 

was not allowed as the means of eftablifhing the 

claim of the demandant ; but he was obliged to 

produce witneffes who had, or aflumed to have, 

knowledge of the fad. The combat was then 

the privilege of the defendant ; becaufe he charged 

thie witnefs with an attempt by perjury to take 

away his right. He came therefore to be in the 

fame fituation as the appellant in criminal cafes* 

It was not then as a mode of proof that the 

combat was received, nor as nudking negative 

evidence (according to the fuppolition of Mon- 

tefquieu "^) j but ia every cafe the right to offer 

battle was founded on the right to purfue by 

arms the redrefs of an injury} and the judicial 

combat was fought on the fame principle, and 

with the fame fpirit, as a private duel. Cham- 

pions were only allowed to wom^n, and to men 

maimed or pall the age of fixty. The confequence 

of a defjsat was death to the perfon accufed, or 

to the champion or witnefs, as well as to the ac« 

cufer himfelf ; but in civil cafes, the demandant 

>S9 See TEfprit det Loix, 1. xxviti. In the forty yean fince ttt 
publtcatidDy no work hat been more read and criticifeds and the 
fpirit of inquiry which it has excited, ii not the leaft of our obliga- 
liont to the author. 

Vol. XI. H was 
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\^as punifhdd with infamy and the lofs of his fuie^ 
white hin witnefs and champion fuffisred an igno^ 
minious deaths In many cafes it was in the 
option of thft judge to award or to refufe the €om* 
bat: but two are fpecified, in which it was the 
inevitable refult of the challenge ; if a fiuthful 
Ys^al gave the lie to his compeer, who unjufUy 
claimed any portion of their lord's demefnes ; or 
if an unfuccefsful fuitor prefumed to impeach the 
judgment and veracity of the court* He might 
impeach them, but the term^ were fevere and 
perilous: in the fame day he fucceiEvely fought 
nil the members of the tribunal, even thofe who 
had been abfent : a fingle defeat was folbwed 
by death and infamy ; and where none could hope 
for vidory, it is highly probable that none would 
adventure the triaL In the Affife of Jerufalen), 
the legal fubtlety of the count of Jaffa is more 
laudably employed to dude, than to facilitate, the 
judicial combat, which he derives from a j^in* 
ciple cX honour rather than of fuperftitioii ■*'. 
Court of Among the caufes which enlranchifed the ple- 
burgeffes. )^^^^^ fy^^ ^^it yoke of feudal tyranny, the infti- 
t\x\\<xi of cities and corporations is one of the 
moft pow^ful } and if thofe of E^leftine are co- 
eval with the firft crufade, they may be ranked 
with the moft ancient of the Latin workk Many 
of the pilgrims had efcaped from their lords 

»4o For the intelligence of thit oHfcure and obfoletc jurifprudence 
(c. So— III.}, I am deeply indebted to the frietidihip of akarned 
|oid» who, with an accurate and dircerning eye, ha« furveycd the 
philefophic biftory of law. By his fiudles, poflerity might be en* 
riched s the merit of the orator and the judge can be ftlt only by bis 
contem|>orariet« 

uiider 
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tinder the banner of the crofs ; and it was the ^/frm*'* 

policy of the French princes to tempt their ftay 

by the affurance of the rights and privileges of 

freemen. It is exprefsly declared in the Affife 

bf Jerufalem, that after inftituting, for his knights 

and barons, the court of Peers, in which he pre- 

fided himfelf, Godfrey of Bouillon eftabliflied a 

fecond tribunal, in which his perfon was repre- 

fented by his vifcount. The jurifdiftion of this 

inferior court extended over the burgeffes of the 

kingdom ; and it was compofed of a kleSt num* 

ber of the moft difcreet and worthy citizens, who 

Were fworn to judge, according to the laws, of 

the a6lions and fortunes of their equals'*'* la 

the conqueft and fettlement of new cities, the 

example of Jerufalem was imitated by the kings 

and their great vafTals ; and above thirty fimilar 

corporations were founded before the lofs of the 

Holy Land. Ajiother clafs of fubjeds, the Sy- sjmnt 

rians ***, or Oriental Chriftians, were opprefled 

by the zeal of the clergy, and proteded by the 

toleraticm of the ftate. Godfrey liftened to their 

reafonable prayer, that they might be judged by 

their own national laws. A third court was in- 

ftituted for their, ufe, of limited and domeftic 

'41 Louis le Gro8» who i« confidered as the father of this in* 
.Aitution in France, did not begin his reign till nine years ( A. D. 
1108} after Godfrey of Bouillon (AlTifeSy c. i. 3A4..). For its 
origin and effe£ls» fee the judicious remarks of Dr« Robertfoa 
(Hiftory of Charles V. voU u jp* 30—- 36. sji — 265. quarto edi. 
tion). 

'4S £very reader converfant with the hiftorians of the crufade«, 
will iinderitand by the peuble des Suriens, the Oriental Chrir- 
tians, MelchiteSj Jacobites, or Neftorians, who had all adopted liie 
^fco£ the Arabic language (vol. iv. p. 593.)* 

H 2 jurifdiftion : 
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CHAP, jurifdiflion : the^ fworn members were SyrJan^i 
v.«-v-w in bloody language, and religion; but the office 
of the prefident (in Arabic, of the rais) was fome- 
viiiains timcs exercifed by the vifcount of the city. At 
andflavei. ^^ immeafurable diftance below the nobles^ the 
burgejfesy and the Jirangert^ the Affife of Jerufa* 
lem condefcends to mention the villains znd Jlavesj 
the peafants of the land and the captives of war, 
who were almoft equally confidered as the objeOt 
of property. The relief or proteftion of thefe 
unhappy men was not efteemed worthy of the 
care of the legiflator ; but he diligently provides 
for the recovery, though not indeed for the pu* 
niOiment, of the fugitives. Like hounds, or hawks, 
who had ftrayed from the lawful owner, they 
might be loft and claimed : the flave and falcon 
were of the fame value j but three flaves, or 
twelve^oxen, were accumulated to equal the price 
of the war-horfe ; and a fum of three hundred 
pieces of gold was fixed, in the age of chivalry, 
. as the equivalent of the more noble animal **\ 

UJ SeetheAfllfes de Jerufalem (310,311, ^it.). Thefe hwi 
were ena^ed as late as the year 1350, in the kingdom of Cyprus* 
In the fame century, in the reign of Edward I, I underftand, from a 
)ate publication (of hit Book of Account) that the price of a war* 
horfe was not lefs exorbitant in EngUod. 
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CHAP. LII. 

Prefervaiion of the Greek Empire.-^Numbers^ Paf 
fagCy and Events of ike Second and Third Cru* 
Jades. — 5/. Bernard.-^Reign of Saladin in Egypt 
and Syria. — His Qonqneji of yerufalem. — Naval 
Crufades. -^Richard the Eirji af England.-^ 
fope Innocent the Third ; and the Fourth and 
Jpifth Crufades. — The Emperor Frederic the Se* 
(ond, — Louis the Ninth of France ; and the two 
laji Crtifades.—^^ipulfion ^ tb§ Latins or frank^ 
bj the I^^maluies. 

T ?f a (lyle lefs grave than that of hiftory, I chap, 
^ fliould perhaps compare the emperor Alexius ' ^^l ^ 
to the jackali, wt^o is faid to follow the fteps, Succefsof 
and to devour jhe leavings, of the lion. What- ^ J^'o! 
ever had fafeen his fears and toils in the paffage of *^97— 
the firft crufade, they were amply recompenfed 
by the fubfequent benefits which he derived fron| 
the exploits of the Franks. His dexterity and 
vigilance fecur^d their firft conqueft of Nice ; 
and from tliis threateiung ftation the Turks were 
compelled to evacuate the neighbourhood of 
ponftantinople. While the crufaders, with blind 
yalour, advanced into the midland countries of 

I Anoa Ccynnena relatr^ her father's cooqnc^s in Ada Minor^ 
Alexiad, 1. xi. p. 31^1 — 315. 1. xiv* p, 419. j his Citician war 
againft Tancred ajpd Bohemond| p. \z%'^i^z,i the war of Epinif* 
with tedious prolixity, 1. xii, xiii. p. 3^S"^4^^* i ^^ death of Boy 
heoiondi 1. xiv. p. 419. 

H3 ^^^ 
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CHAP. 
LIX. 



AHa, the crafty Greek improved the favourable 
occafion ivhen the emirs of the fea-coa(t were 
recalled to the ftandard of the fultan. The 
Turks were driven from the ifles of Rhodes and 
Chios : the cities of Ephefus and Smyrna, of 
Sardes, Philadelphia, and Laodicea, were re- 
ftored to the enipire, which Alexius enlarged 
from the Hellefpont to the banks of the Maean* 
der, and the rocky fhores of Pamphylia. The 
churches refumed their fplendour j the towns 
were rebuilt and fortified; and the defert coun- 
try was peopled with colonies of Chriftians, who 
were gently removed from the more diftant alnd 
dangerous frontier. In thefe paternal cares, we 
may forgive Alexius, if he forgot the deliverance 
of the holy fepulchre; but, by the Latins, he 
was ftigmatized with the foul reproach of treafon 
and defertion. They had fworn fidelity and 
obedience to his throne ; but he had promifed to 
affift their enterprife . in perfon, or, at lead, with 
his tropps and treafures : his bafe retreat di0blve4 
their obligations ; and the fword,. which had beex( 
thd inftrument of their vidlory, was the pledge 
and title of their juft independence. It does not 
appear that the emperor attempted to revive his; 
obfolete claims over the kingdom of Jerufalem * % 
but the borders of Cilicia wd Syria were mor^ 
recent in his polfeiGoa, and more acceflible to hi$ 

> The kings of Jerufaiein fubmitted however to a oominal de- 
pendence, anci' in the dates of their infcriptions (one is ftill legible 
in the church of Bethlem), they refpe^fully placed before their own, 
the name of the reigning cmperpr (Ducange* DiiTertations fur Join^ 
ville^ xxTii. p, 3i90* 

armsr 



OP THB ROMAN EMPIRE. 103 

vms. The great army of the crufaders was annW ^ J^^/* 
hilated or difperfed ; the principality of Antioch ^■*— v^^ 
was left without a head, by the forprife and cap% 
tiyity of Bohemond : his ranfom had oppreflbd 
him with a heavy debt ; and his Norman fol* 
lowers were infuffident to repel the . hoftilities of 
the Greeks and Turks, In this diftrefs, Bohe- 
mond eipbraced a magnanimous refolution, of 
Uayiiig the defence of Antioch to his kinfman^ 
the faithful Tancred ; of arming the Weft againft 
the Byzantine empire, and of executing the de^ 
fign which he inherited from the leflbns and ex« 
9mple of his £aith^ Guifcard. His embarkatioii 
was claadeftine : and if we may credit a tale of 
the princefs Anne, he pafled the hoftile fea, 
clofely fecreted in a coffin ^ But his recq>tioa 
in France was dignified by the public applaufe, 
and his marriage with the king's daughter : his 
return was glorious, fince the braveft fpirits of 
the age enUfted under his veteran command ; and 
he repaired the Adriatic at the head of five thou- 
fand horfe and forty thoufand foot, aifembled 
from the mod remote climates of Europe ^ The 
itrength of Purazzo, and prudence of Alexius, 
the progrefs of famine, and s^pproach of winter, 
eliided hk ambitiQus hopes y and the vei^d con« 

i. An9« C^aiQeiMi M<k» t^tt to complete the imitatton» he wat (hat . 

Up wlitU 9 ckad cQclt 4' and condefceMit to wonder how the Befbariss j 

•e«ld endow the coiifinenient and putrefaAion* This ahfttid tale h ( 

nnknawa ta the Xfatioe. \ 

' 4 A'Jfo Bv\ni, in the Byzantine Geography, muft mean England | 
J9t we are more credihly informed, that our Henry I. would not 
luffer him to kvy any troops in his kingdom (Ducange, Not. ad 
Alexiad. p. 41.}* 

H 4 federates 
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federates were feduced from his ftandard. A 
treaty of peace ' fufpended the fears of the Greeks; 
smd they were finally delivered by the death of ad 
adverfary, whom neither oaths could bind, nor 
dangers could appal, nor profperity' could fatiate. 
His children fucceeded to the principality of An- 
tioch; but the boundaries were ftridly defined, 
the homage was clearly ftiputated, and the cities 
of Tarfus and Malmiftra ' were reftored to the 
Byzantine emperors. Of the coaft of Anatolia, 
they poflefled the entire circuit from Trebizond 
to the Syrian gates. The Seljukian dynafty o£ 
Roum ^ was feparated on all fides from the fea 
and their Mufulmah brethren ; the power of the^ 
liiltans was fhaken by the viflqries, and even the 
defeats, of the Franks ; and after the lofs of Nice, 
they removed their' throne to Cogni or Iconium,' 
an obfcure and inland town above three hundred 
iniles from Cohftantinople '« Inftead of trem« 

bling for their capital, the Comhenian princes 

^ • ' ' « ■ 

5 The copy of the treaty (Alexiad» l.;(iii. p. 4o^««>4t6.} is a« 
original and curious piece, which would require, and might afford^ t 
good mapof the principality of Antioch; * ' 

6 See in th^ learned work of M* de Guignca (torn. ii« part li.)^ 
the hiftory of the Seljukians of Iconium, Al^po* and Damafcut^ 
nk far as it may be collefted from the Greeks, Latins* and Ar»» 
Mans. The laft art ignorant or reganHefa* of tb« affiurt of 

* 7 {conium it mentioned as a ftation by Xenopbon* 4iCi by Strabo, 
with the ambiguous title of Kv^tmeohi (CeUarius; tom.K* p» sti.yi 
Yet St. Paul found in that place a multitude (vXnOoc) of Jews and 
Gentilet. Under the corrupt name of Kunijab, it it dtferibcd at % 
great city, with a jrl?er and gardens, three leagues from th^inouiN 
tains, and decorated (I know not why) with Plato^s tomb ( Abulfeda^ 
fabuK xvii. p. 303. verf, Reifte| and the Index Geographicut oif 
Schultens from Ibn Sftid). . .:^.'' 

waged 
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jpged an offenfive war againft the Turks, and chap. 
^he f|r{t crufade prevented the fall of the declining ^^^^-^^^^^ 
l^nipire. 

In the twelfth c^tury, three ^reat emigrations Expcdi. 
marched by land from the Weft' to the relief of f^^^^ 
jj^aleftine. The foldiers and pilgrims of Lom- tiiefirft 
bardy, France, and Germany, were excited by *a.d. 
the example and fuccefs of the fir ft crufade'. ij!**'^. 
Forty-eight years after the deliverance of the ofConrad* 
iioly fepulchre, the emperor, and the French Lo^Jigv*ii, 
king, Conrad the third, and Louis the feventh, a.d. 
undertook the fecond crufade to fupport the fall- the titird, 
ihg fortunes of the Latins ^ A grand divifion o/F»*<*«- 
of the third, crufade was led by the emperor Fre- a*d. 
deric Barbaroffa *% who fympathifed with his '**•• 
brothers of France' and England in the common 
lofs of Jerufalem. Thefe three expeditions may 
be compared in their refemblance of the greatnefs 
of numbers, their paflage through the Greek 
empire, and the nature and event of their Turkifh 
warfare, and a brief parallel may fave the repe- 

» 

' For this fupplcment to the firft crufade, fee Anna Comneni 
(Alexias, L xi. |>. %}%, &c« and the viii*^ book of Albert 
AquenHs). 

''9 For the fecond crufade of Conrad III. and Lewis VII* fee 

William of Tyre (I. xvi, c. i8— •«9.)9 Otbo of Frifmgen (I. i. c. 34 

-.-45. 59, 60.}, Matthew Paris (Hift. Major, p. 68.), Struviot 

(Corpus, Hift. Gernnanice, p. 37s, 373* )> Scriptores Rerum Franci* 

tentm it Duchefne, torn. it. j Nicetas, in Vit* Manuel, I. i. c. 4, 

$f 6* p* 41— 48. ) Cinnamtts, 1. ii« p. 41— '49. 

' 10 For the ^hird erufade, of Frederic Barbarofla, fee Nicetas in 

Jfaac. Angel. 1. ii. c. 3— '8* p. »57— >a66* Struv, (Corpus, Hift* 

tierm* p. 4i4«)» and two hiftoriant, who probably were fpe^lators* 

Tagino (in Scriptor. Freber* torn* i* p. 406—416. edit. Struv.), 

and the Anonym us de Expeditione Aiiatic4. Fred. I. (in Canifii^ 

Anti^. LcAion* torn* iii, p, ii, p. 498*— 546* edit, fiafnage). 
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tltion of a tedious narrative*. However fpIeQkdi4 
it may feem, a regular ftory of the crufacj^s would 
exhibit the perpetual return of the fame caufea 
and effefls } and the frequent attempts fqr the 
defence or recovery of the Holy Land, would 
appear fo many faint and unfuccefsful copies of the 
original. 
Thwr L Of the fwarms that fo clofely trod in the 

fiumbcrs. footfteps of the firft pilgrims, the chiefs wero 
equal in rank, though unequal in fame and merit, 
to Godfrey of Bouillon and his fellow adven< 
turers. Ac their head were difplayed the banners^ 
of the dukes of Burgundy, Bavaria, and Aqui-^ 
tain : the firft a defcendant of Hugh Capet, the. 
fecond a father of the Brunfwick line ; the arch- 
bifhop of Milan, a temporal prince, tranfporteds 
for the benefit of the Turks, the treafures and 
ornaments of his church and palace; and tbQ 
veteran crufaders, Hugh the Great, and Stephen, 
of Chartres, returned to confummate their unfi« 
ni(hed vow. The huge and diforderly bodies of 
their followers moved forwards in two columns; 
and if the firft confifted of two hundred and fixty 
thoufand perfons, the fecond might pofSbly 
amount to fixty thoufand horfe, and one hundred 
thoufand foot '*. The armies of the fecond cru- 
fade might have claimed the conqueft of Afia ; 
, the nobles of France and Germany were wimated 

by the prefence of their fovereigns j and both the 

• 

<* Anne, who dates tbefe later fwnrmt at 40,000 fcorfe, an4 
foo,ooo foot, caMs thein Normans, and places at their head twe 
brothers of Flanders. The Greeks were (Irangely ignorant of the 
Aiiiiies, fannilies, and pofltfiions of the Latin princes. 

rank 
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tank snd perianal charadlcrs of Conrad and Loius^ ^ ",^ ^* 
gave a dignity to their caufe, and a difcipUne to 
their force, which might be vainly expefted from 
the feudatory chiefs. The cavalry of the emperor, 
and that of the king, was each compofed of 
feventy tboufand knights and their immediate at- 
tendants in the field '* ; and if the light-armed 
troops, the peafant infantry, the women and 
children, th^ priefts and monks, be rigorouily 
excluded, (he full account will fcarcely be fatisfied 
with four hundred thoufand fouls. The Weft, 
from Rome to Britain, was called into a^ion } 
the kings of Poland and Bohemia obeyed the fum«> 
mons of Conrad ; and it is affirmed by the Greeks 
and Latins, tt^at in the paflage of a (Ireight or 
'river, the Byzantine agents, after a tale of nine 
hundred tboufand, defifted from the endlefs and 
formidable computation *'• In the third crufade, 
as the French and Englifli preferred the naviga- 
tion of the Mediterranean, (he hoft of Frederic 
Barbarofla was lefs numerous. Fifteen thoufand 
Icnights, and as many {quires, were the fiawer of 
fhe Gern^n chivalry : iixty thoufand horfe, and 
one hundred thoufand foot, were muftered by the 
emperor in the plains of Hungary; and after 

>« William of Tyre, and Matthew Paris^ i^eckon 70«Qoo loricati lo 
each of the armies. 

II The impprfr5l enumeration is mentioned hy Cinnamu^i 
(flVfmxorra fw^iahg), and confirmed by Odo deDiogiio apud Du* 
cang« ad Cinnamum, with the more precife fum of 900,556. Why 
■111ft therefore the verfion and comment fuppofe the modeft and infuf* 
ficient reckoning of 90,000 ? Does not Godfrey of Viterbo (Pan* 
CheoOy p. xix. in Muratori^ torn. vii. p. 4.6ft,) exclaim f 

Nnmeritm (i pofcere quseras* 
Millia niillena milites agmen erat« 

9 fuch 
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fiich repetitions^ we (hall no longer be ftartled at 
the fix hundred thoufand pilgrims, which credu? 
lity has afcribed to this lad emigration ^\ Such 
extravagant reckonings prove only the aftonifh*;* 
ment of contemporaries ; but their aftpnifhment 
mod ftrongly bears teftimony to the exiftence of 
an enormous though indefinite multitude. The 
Greeks might applaud their fuperior knowledge 
of the arts and ftratagems of war, but they con- 
feffed the ftrength and courage of the French 
cavalry and the infantry pf the Germans " j and 
the ft rangers are defcribed as an iron race, of 
gigantic ftature, who darted fire from their eyes, 
and fpit blood like water on the ground. Under 
the banners of Conrad, a troop of females rode 
in the attitude and armour of men ; and the chief 
of thefe Amazons, from their gilt fpurs and buf- 
kins, obtained the epithet of the Golden-footed 
Dame. 

II. The numbers and character of the ftrangers 
was an objedt of terror to the effeminate Greeks, 
and the fentiment of fear is nearly allied to that of 
hatred. This averfion wa$ fufpended ox foftened 

14 This extravagant account is given by Albert of Srade (apu^ 
Struvium, P*4i4*)3 ^Y calculation is borrowed from Godfrey of 
Viterboy Arnold of Lubeck, apud eundem^ and Bernard Thefaur. 
(c. 169. p. 804.). The original writers are filent. The Maho« 
metans gave him aoo^ooo^ or 160^000^ men (Bobadin, in Vit* 8aU« 
din« p. 110.}. 

>5 I muft obferve, that in the fecond and third crufades^ tb^ 
fubje£ls of Conrad and Frederic are ftyled by the Greeks and 
Orientals /tiamannu The Lechi and Taechi of CinnamttSy art 
the Poles and Bohemians $ and it is fpr the French, that he re<* 
ferves the ancient appellation of Germansi i)e iiit^ewire names tb* 
Bfilro*, or Bfiramt* 

by 
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by the apprehenfion of the Turkifli power $ and ^ *J ^ ^* 
the inve£lives of the Latins will not bias our more 
candid belief, that the emperor Alexius diflem- 
bied their infolence, eluded their hoftilities^ coun-^ 
felled their raflinefs, and opened to their ardour 
the road of pilgrimage and conquefl:. But when 
the Turks had been driven from Nice and the 
fea-coaft, when the Byzantine princes no longer 
dreaded the diftant fultans of Cogni, they felt 
with purer indignation the free and freqyent paf- 
fage of the weftern Barbarians, who violated the 
majefty, and endangered the fafety, of the em- 
pire. The fecond and third crufades were under- 
taken under the reign of Manuel Comnenus and 
Ifaac Angelus. Of the ibrmer, the pailions were 
always impetuous, and often malevolent; and 
the natural union of a cowardly and a mifchiev- 
ous temper was exemplified in the latter, who, 
without merit or mercy, could puniih a tyrant, 
and occupy his throne. It was fecretly, and per« 
haps tacitly, refolved by the prince and people to 
deftroy, or at lead to difcourage, the pilgrims, 
by every fpecies of injury and opprelfion ; and 
their want of prudence and difcipline continually 
afforded the pretence or the opportunity. The 
Weftern monarchs had ftipulated a fafe paiTage 
and fair market in the country of their Chrifttan 
brethren; the treaty had been ratified by oaths 
and hoftages ; and the pooreft foldier of Frederic's 
army was fumifhed with three marks of filver to 
defray his expences on the road. But . every en- 
gagement was violated by treachery and injuflice ; 
and thp complaints of the Latins are attefted by 

I the 
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teduced in the Greek epiftlcis to the humble appel^ 
lation of R^, or prince of the Alemanni ; and the 
vain and feeble Angelas aflFe£led to be ignorant of 
the name of one of the greateft men and monarchs 
of the age. While they viewed with hatred and 
fufpicion the Latin pilgrims, the Greek emperors 
maintained a driSt^ though fecret, alliance with 
the Turks and Saracens. Ifaac Angelus com* 
plained, that by his friendfhip for the great Sala« 
din he had incurred the enmity of the Franks ; 
and a mofque was founded at Conftantinople for 
the public exercife of the religion of Mahomet *** 
Ttiikirh III. The fwarms that followed the firft crufade^ 

were deftroyed in Anatolia by famine, peftilence^ 
and the TurkiQi arrows : and the princes only 
efcaped with fome fquadrons of horfe to accom* 
plifli their lamentable pilgrimage. A jtift opinion 
may be formed of their knowledge and humanity ; 
of their knowledge from the defign of fubduing 
Perfia and Chorafan in their way to Jerufalem } 
of their humanity, from the maffacre of the Chrif- 
tian people, a friendly city, who came out to 
meet them with palms and crofles in their hands. 
The arms of Conrad and Louis were lefs cruel 
and imprudent ; but the event of the fecoad cru« 
fade was ftill more ruinous to Chriftendom ; and 
the Greek Manuel is accufed by his own fubjeds 
of giving feafonable intelligence to the fultan^ 
and treacherous guides to the Latin princes. In- 
ftead of crufliing the common foe^ by a double 

^^ In the Epiftles of Innocent III. (xiii. p. |S4*}» ^^ the His- 
tory of Bohadin (p. 1x9, i3o.)> fee the ?tcws of a pope and a cadki 
on itih /fibular toleration* 

attack 
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attache at the fame time but on different fides, ^ ** ^ ?• 
the Gctmans were urged by emulation, and the 
-Frtendi were retarded by jealoufy, Louis had 
•fcarccly paflfed the Bofphorua whep he was met by 
the returning emperor, who had loft the greateft 
part of his army in gloriQu$, but unfuccefsful, 
s^ibns on .the banks of the Meander. The ccm- 
traft of the pomp of his rival haftened the retreat 
of Gonrad : the defertion of his independent vaf« 
&ls reduced him to his hereditary troops ; and he 
borrowed fome Greek veffels to execute by* fea 
the pilgrimage of Paleftine. Without ftudying 
the leffons of experience, or the nature of war, 
the king of France advanced through the fame 
country to . a fimilar fate. The vanguard, which 
bore the royal bsutiner and the oriflamme of 
St. Denys *', had doubled their march with raih 
and inconfiderate fpeed; and the rear, which 
the king commanded in perfon, no longer found 
their companions in the evening camp. In 
4arknefs and diforder, they were encompaffed, 
aflauked, and overwhelmed, by the innume- 
rable holli of Turks, who in the art of war 
were fuperior to the Chriflians of the twelfth cen- 
tury. Louis, 'who climbed a tree in the general 
difcomfiture, was faved by his own valour and 
the ignorance of bis adverlaries; and with the 
dawn of day he efcaped alive, but almoft alone, to 

*■ Ai counts of Vexin, the kings of France were the vaffals and 
advocates of the monaftery of St, Denys. The iaint*s peculiar ban- 
ner, which they received from the abbot, was of a fquare form^ and 
a red or Jtamng colour. The oriflamme appeared at the head of the 
French armies from the xii'*^ to the xvi»*» century (Ducange fur Join- 
fille, diflert. xviiL p. 244.*— 253.}* 

Vol. XI. I the 
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the camp of the vanguard, tint inftead of purfo' 
iiig his expedition by land, he was rejoiced t> 
fhelter the relics of his army in the friendly fel- 
port of Satalia. From thence he embarked for 
Antioch; but fo penurious was the fupply of 
Greek vefiels, that they could only aiFord room 
for bis knights and nobles; and iht plebeian 
crowd of infantry was left to perifli at the foot of 
the Pamphylian hills. The emperor and the 
king embraced and wept at Jerufalem ; their mar- 
tial trains, the remnant of mighty armies, were 
joined to the Chriftian powers of Syria, and a 
fruitlefs iiege of Damafcus was the final effort of 
the fecond crufade. Conrad and Louis embarked 
for Europe with the perfonal feme of pr^ty and 
courage; but the Orientals bad brared tbefe po- 
tent monarchs of the Franks, with whofe names 
and military forces they had been fo often threat- 
ened ^\ Perhaps they had flill more to fear from 
the veteran genius of Frederic the firft, who in 
his youth had ferved in Afia under his uncle Con- 
rad. Forty campaigns in Germany aiid Italy had 
taught BarbarofTa to ^ommand ; and hia foldiers, 
even the princes of the empire, were accuftomed 
under his reign to obey. As foon as he loft fight 
of Philadelphia and Laodicea, the laft cities of 
the Greek frontier, he plunged into the fait and 
barren defert, a land (fays the hiftorian) of horror 

** The original French hlftories of the fecond crufacfey are the 
Gefta LadoTici VII. puhlifhed in the iv^>> volume of Duchefne*'! 
ColIvHion. The fame volume contains many origifial letters of 
the king, of Suger his minifler, &c. the beft documents of authentic 

hiflory. 

and 
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ftnd ttibuktipn ^* Daring twen^ days, every ^ ^^ ^* 
Hep of his- fainting and fickly nnarch was befieged 
by the ipdumerable hords of Turkmans **j whofe 
numbers and fury feemed after each defeat to 
multipjly and inflame. The emperor continued 
to ilruggle and to fuflFer } and fuch was the mea* 
fure of his calamities, that when he reached the 
gates of konium, no more than one thoufand 
knights were able to ferve on horfeback. By a 
fudden and refolute aflault, he defeated the 
guards, and ftormed the capital of the fultan *% 
who humbly fued for pardon and peace. The 
road was now open, and Frederic advanced in a 
career of triumph, till he was unfortunately 
drowned in a petty torrent of Cilicia'*. The 
remainder of his Germans was confumed by fick« 
nefs and defertion ; and the emperor's fpn expired . 
with the greateft part of his Swabian vaflals at the 
fiege of Acre. Among die Latin heroes, Godfrey 
of Bouillon and Frederic Barbarofla alone could at# 
chieve the paflage of the Lefler Alia ; yet even their 

ss Terram horroris et falfuginity terrain ficcam, fterilem ina- 
raaenam. Anonym. Canif. p. 517. The emphatic language of a 

Aifferer. 

M Geoa innumera, fylveftris, indomita» prsedonet fine da6loiv. 
The fultan of Cogni might fincerely rejoice in their defeat. Ano- 
nym* Canif. p. 51 7» 518. 

*5 See in the anonymous writer in the colleaion of Caotfius^ 
Tagino, and Bohadin (Vit. Saladin. p. 119. i*oO» the ambiguous 
condua of Kilidge Arttan, fultan of Cogni, who liated and feared 
both Saladin and Frederic. 

»6 The defire of comparing two great men, hat tempted many 
writers to drown Frederic in the river Cydnus, in which Alexander 
fo imprudently bathed (Q.Curt. L iii. c 4f 5)« ^^ut, from the 
inarch of the emperor, I rather judge, that his Saleph is the Caly- 
cadnus, a ftream of Icfs fame, but oir a longer courfe, 

I 2 fuccefs 
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^ "ix ^' fiiccefs was a warning; arid in the lift itttf moft 
V— v-^ experienced age of the ctiifades, every liatiotf pre- 
ferred the fea to the toils iind pferils of^ an inland 
expedition *\ ' ' .' ". " 

ohftinacy The enthufiafih of the firft cmfede is a natural 
thullafm ' and firtple event, while hope was frefli, danger 
ofthecni- untried, and enterprife congenial to the fpirit of 
"* the tintes. But the obftinatc perfeverande of 
Europe triay indeed excite our pity and admira- 
tion ; that no inftruftion Ihould have been <frawn 
from conftaht and adverfe experience ;' that the 
fame confidence fhbuld have repeatedly growa 
from the fame failures'; thtit fix fucceeding gene- 
ratioris* Ihould have tulhefl headlong down the 
precipice that was open bcfdi-e-tfiem; and that 
men b^ every condition fliould have ftaked their 
public and private fortunes on the defpel-ate ad- 
venture of ^ofTeffiflg or recovering a tomb-ftone 
two thoufand miles from their country, la a 
period of two cenfuries after * the council of 
Clermont, each fpring and fummer produced a 
• new emigration of pilgrim warriors for the de- 
fence of the Poly Land j but the feven great 
armaments or crufades were excited by fome im- 
pending or recent calamity : the nations were 
moved by the authority of their pontiffs, and the 
example of their kings : their zeal was kindled, 
and their reafon was filenced, by the voice of 

^ Marinus Sanutti9y A. D. i^tr, lays it down as a precepti 
Quod ftolus Ecclefiae per terram nullatenus eft ducenda. He r«* 
foives, by the Divine aid, the objeflion, or rather exceptioiiy of 
the firft crufade (Secreta Fideiism Crucis^ U iu pars ii« c« i. 
?• 370- 

14 their 
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thar holy qr?itQrs ; ^^id among thcfe, Bernard'*, ^"J^^* 
tl^.js\£^jpfc^,or th^ A^u^t, may claim th& moft ho- v.--- -w 
n9U|Bbje.,Dlac€.^ Abqut eight years before ^^ft ^*^^'^?|5*' 
firft, conqu^ft orjisrufalenf, he w^s^ borp of a fionofst. 
noble iamiily in Burgundy } at the age pf three- **a'd' 
a]id-;t^9^enty9 he buried bimfelf in, the: monaftery 1091— 
of Citeaox,^ then, in the primitive fervour of the '*^^* 
miUtutlon ^ at the end of two yearg he led forth 
ber third -colony, or daughter, to the valley of 
Cl^iryaux ^ in Champagne ; and was content, 
dll t{)e hour, of his deaths with the humble ftation 
of Abbot of his own community. A philofophic 
age has abpliflied, 'wiih ; too liberal and indif* 
criininate dii^ain, the honours of thefe fpiritual 
berofes^. .. The meanfft aimong them are diftin- 
g4]i/hed by fom$;^erjgifS.of the mind; they were 
at Us^ ,£»p^ript to ihf&r votaries and dtfdples ; 
and m che ti^t of fupef ftition, they attaMoed the 
pfi2)e:£>n which inch numbers contended* In 
fpeech, « writing, in aidion, Bernard ftoodhigh 
s0)ove his rivals and Gontemporaries'; his com- 
potions ;aro not devoid, of i^it and etDquence; 

I. . 

** The moft authentic information . of St* Bernard muft ht 
drawn from hit own writitrgt^, |>ui>IHbetl'?n a correft'ecfiridn b;^ T6tt 
Mabillon^ and. reprinted at Venice. 1750, in fix toI times in folio* 
Whatever friendibip could recoiled or fuperftition^ould add, is con* 
tained in tbe two lives^ by his difciples, in the vi^^ volume ; wbateves 
learning aiid criticifm could afcej-taini may be found in the prefaces 
of the Benedictine editor. 

*9 Clairvaux* furnamed the. valley of Abfynth, is iituate among 
the woods near Bar fur Aube in Champagne, St^ Bernard would 
blufli at tbe pomp of the cbufph. and mopaftery i h€. .would aik 
for the library, and I know ndt whether he would be much edified 
by a tuB of 800 muids (914 i-yth hogiheads)« which almoft rivals 
that of Heidelberg (Melang^^ Tirls d*une Grande Btbliothaqu^ 
torn. xlvi. p, 15— io*)« * 

1 3 ^nd 
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c '[^'** and he feems to have preferved as much reafon 
and humanity as may be reconciled with the cha<* 
radier of a faint. In a fecular life, he would have 
ihared the feventh part of a private inheritance ; 
by a vow of poverty and penance, by clbfing his 
eyes againft the vifible world ^% by the refufal of 
all ecclefiaftical dignities, the abbot o£ Clairvlifx 
became the oracle of Europe, and the founded of 
oiie hundred and fixty convents; - Princes and pon* 
tiffs trembled at the freedom of his apoftolical 
cenfures : France, England, and Milan, confiilted 
and obeyed his judgment in a fchifm of the 
church : the debt was repaid by the gratitude of 
Innocent the fecond; and his fucceflbr Eugenius 
the third was the friend and difdple bf the hoVp 
Bisrnard. It was in the proclamation of the 
fecond crulade that be flione as the , «lii(to^ary 
and prophet of God, who called the mkliMs td 
the defence of his holy fepulchre". At the par- 
Kameiu of Vezelay he fpoke before the king; 
and Louis the feventh, with his nobles, i^ceived 
tfaeir crolTes from his hand. Th& abbot of ^Clafr* 
vauVc then marched to the lefs eafy cpnqu^ft of 
the emperor Conrad: a phlegmatic people, igno* 

• J» The; difcJpleg of the faint (Vit. i»«, 1. iii, c. ». p. xijt. 
yit. ii**S c. t6. N«45* p* >3S3*} recoH a marvelloui example of 
Bis piotti a^athj. Juxta laeuiti etiam Laufannenfeno totiut diet 
ittnere pergenSy penitus non attendit' aut fe'videre non.vidit. . Cum 
fnim vefperc fa6)o ^t eodem lacu focii coUoquerentur/ interrbnbat 
cos ubi lacus ille eflet} et mirati funt univerfu To' admire or 
defpife St. Bernard as he ought, the rea<fer» like my(e)f, fhould 
have before the windows of his library the beaofies of that incompa- 
rablc landfkip. ^/ : . r . • 

f Otho Friiing. |. |, c. 4. Bernard* Epift, 363. ad Francoa 
Mentales. ppp. "torn* u f» lt%^ ' Vit, !»«, K iil. c. 4.. tom. ti* 

P: «*35* / 

c rant 
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rant of his language, was tranfported by the pa- chap. 
thetic vehemence of his tone and geihires ; and 
his progrefs from Conftance to Cologne was 
the triumph of eloquence and zeal. Bernard 
applauds his own fuccefs in the depopulation of 
^rope *f • affirms ' that dties aAd caftles were 
emptied of kheir inhabitants ; and computes^ that 
only one man was left behind for the confolation 
of feven 'Widows '\ The bUnd fanatics were de» 
firous of etefting him for their general; but the 
example of the hermit Peter was before his eyes; 
and while he aflured the crufaders of the divine 
ftfour, he prudently declined a miKtary com- 
misiBd, in which failure and viflory would' have 
been almoft equally difgraceful to his charader ^\ 
Tet, aftier the calamitous event, the abbot of^ 
Clairvaux was loudly ac<iufed as a falfe* prophet^ ^ 
the author of the public and private mourning ; 
Ifis eneini^s exuked, his friends bluflied, and'his 
apiology'^wss^w and unfatisfa^^ry. He juftifies 
hts obedi^Ace to the commands of the pope ; ex- 
patiates oil the Diyfterious ways of providence ; 
imputes tl¥e nlisfbrtunes of the pilgrims to their 
oiwn fins ; and med&ftly infinuates, that hts mif- ^ 
(ion had been approved by figns and wonders '^ 

Had 

iP Manda^U et obedivi • • • • multipUcati funt foper jnumerum | 
iracuantur urbes et caftella ^ «t pent jam non inveniunt quern appre« 
headant feptem mulieret unum virum i adeo ubique viduae vivia r^- . 
manent virit. Bernard. £piCb* p. %^y* We muft be careful not IQ 
CMftrue/Mtf at a fubftantive. 

31 Quit ego fum ut difponam aciet, ut eg;rediar ante faciei arqiato- 
rum, aut quid tarn l-emotuin a profefTione mea, fi vireSf A peritia,&c« 
epift. %s6. torn. i. p* a59. He fpeakt with contempt of the hermit 
V$$fir, vir quidam, epift. 363* 

}4 ,Sic dicunt forfitan ifte, unde fcimut qupd a Domino fermo 

1 4 egreiTua 
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CHAP. Had the fdA . been certaiay the argumenf would 
i_,-,A_- be decifivef and his faithfal difciples, who enu- 
merate twenty or thirty miracles in ^ day, af^al' 
to the public aflfemUies pf France and Germany, , 
in which they wer^ performed *^. At: the pre*,; 
fent hour, fuch prodigies w^U not obtain; credit, 
beyond the precinfts of ClairVabx; jbut in the:; 
preternatural dures d the blind, the. lanxe^ and. 
the Tick, who wer? prrfonted. to themfta/o£-Gbdij 
it is impoffible for ^ jus tp afceTtaifi/th^ feparat^". 
ihares pf accident, of fancj^ of.impo&ui^ and of*: 

Proofs Onuiipotepace itfelf cannot efcape the ihurmunl; 

of the Ma. of its di(c/;)rdant votaries j fince the fapio./difpflUffi 
fatbix. iQ^hi^h .w{is app^uded as.a,dclij?eni(ice,i9f» 
Europe^ was d^eplore4,. and perhaps a'^rajgn^d, ^^s. 
a qaUmity i» Ai^z.^^ After the lo/s.voi:jj^r«ft.> 
len^.fthe Syrian; fi^giuvcs.^ ^iffijfed t^^^iPr,,«nftqrdj 
»«MH-?^,4/.feri^9^ ? . Bagdad* mpiirpqci,,, 4^ phfd 
dull ;. ^the iqadhi ..Zej^ddi|i piJ),2LV^j4f:m;Aofc . b^x, 
beard . in, the caltph's. preiencaj and tb^^ whole; i 
. divsux Ib^d tears at his meland^ply ,)tdl(^^'^ l&iflr 
thp coii^fnand^r^ of .fhe faithful xottld o^ .wq9^{i: 
they.wsjp tb^mfelves captives in thejjjtands of the^ 
Turk§j /Joipq^ temporal power was j^ftor^d to thei. 
lad : age of the AbbafGdes } but their humble am« 

cgr^flus (it ?. Quae Hgna to facis 'u\ credamus tibi,? Non eft 
quod ad T(ti ipfe refjpondeam ; percendum verecundi2;\ine», re- 
fponde tu pro me, et pro te ipfo> fecunduni (juse vidifii et audiOi, 
ct fecundum quod te inrptravent' Deus.' Confolat. 1. ii. c. i* Opp* 
tom. ii. p. 42I---423. . 

U See the tcflimonies in Vita i"a, 1. iv. c. 5, 6. Opp^ tbm. ▼!• 
p. 1258 > 1 26 1. 1. vj. c. I— 17, p. 1286— 1314.. 

1^ Abulmahafen apud de Guignes, Hift« des' Hunsj torn, ik 
p.ii.p. 99. 

bition 
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btdon was caofibed'to Bagdad uid ^e adJBceht' c « a p. 
Itrovinee, . Then- tyrant%i tfae Sdjukiaui fbltans^. ^n^^^'^'mu- 
h^d. foUoved the ^sommoix hw ' o^ the Afmtic dy^^ 
Iiaftie8,.the;tiiikedbig> round isf valour, gredtneft^ 
itifcord, deg^xec8{ry,* and decay : their fpiri^ add^ 
power, were inurqukl to ;the defence of region ; 
aod^ in his diftaiiri resfiin of Perfia, the Chuftiah^ 
were ftran^^m jc^ the nflme and tfae arms of San- 
giar, thp laft herovdf his race ^^ While the ful- The Aia* 
tass wereiSibbhrcid in t|te filken rxAb of the bamn, ^^^ 
tlie picMis mfk tim; mnd&t^kxxt by their -flaves^ 
tjid Atabeks^j a turkifii ilimb^ wfakh, like the 
B]|i2a]Mui^^pailioi^s^ may (>ei' ttaAfiated by Bather 
ofitbe.iPiJkiie. u'rAifcanfar,^ a vahut TSxtk, toA .,..,. 
been U)e 'fitvoiiiite -of Malek'Shivv^ from whom ^ 

be'3Jecai«d>Jib6^^ri^le^ of:fta6ding ori the ti^ht^ ". , 
IhaA li^^M ^MtM^ ; '^butv < xb 4:he^ civil #lir^ iMV 
e&fucdi^^ ^^n^dbar^'s adith,; he Idfttik h^d^ 
antt fbe ^glgBistiiilieht' of Al^^. His domefti^' 2enghu 
ebiins perfi^^ed^lci' theiro^tt^cliinem to bis^ fodf^ ^-^-^ 
Z^gfti ^«flJ»;)^fty#8d>^6iiB 'firft arms a^ff^th^ ihs^ 
Ertiiilsii'3^<tbe''ltefaA crf^ '^Astiodi : tm^ czH^ 

.'li" ^rit f!3Vj Li'n ..\' -Jvi:» Iji-: i." '.: 'w .«; i*v*«> 

37 See, his iu^icle in tlye Bibjiothcque Orientale of d*HerbeIot^ 

Ipur, that, lie ^s Ay led the feoond A^zand^l and fuck the 
ektiavazan't fpve'of 'hit fubrid^. that t&cy prayed for, the fultaar 
a year after Ins iiecei^re. .Yet. Sangiar might have ^been made 
pHfoherliy tbeVranks't at vijeit as1>y the ^zes. He reigned near 
fifty years (A. D^ ^^v^t52VjM'^d wa^' « muaiiicenc patron pf 
Ferlian poetry. . . 

s* See the CJbfono)o|7 of the A^bek$ of Irak and Sjria, jii.d« 
<^aignes, torn. i.«p,,«j54^ amd, the jfeifffjt of Zenght aadi -Np^V^-' 
din in |;he {f^n^tvfrhtf (tom. ii.,P. fi.,p. i47-*^ft»i.), who u^iJtbli 
Arabic text ,o( .J^enelathira, 3en .Sic))opn^y aad Abalfedai the 
Bibliotheque^ Oriei}taie|( under tbci amciff Jbahk and ,Nom'sd4iM$ 
and the Dynafties of Abulpharagiusj p. t^Q^zSj, TcrA Pocock* 

paigns 
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c H A f». inigns in the fervice df the . caliph and fultan 
^_^4^r eftabliflied his military, fame ; and hbiWasanTefted 
with the command of.Moful,: as tht only cham- 
pion that could avenge the ca^tTertifdiei prophet. 
The public hope was not difappointed : • ai&r a 
fiegc of twenty-five days, he fiormed the city of 
Edefla^ and recovered from the Franks their cpn^* 
quells, beyond the Euphrates '^^ tb^ ^mirtial tribea 
of Gurdiftan were fubdued by th6 !indq>endent! 
fovereign ofMoful and Aleppo.:. his feldiers were 
taught to behold the.jcamp as their only country ;. 
they trufted* to bis liberality foe their rewiards; 
amd didir abfent families were piotcAed by the 
Koored- tigilance of Zenghi. ,. At the. h«d .of iitkde: vetOi*) 
4iii,A.D. raps; hts (bn Noureddin gradixaUy .vinitdd .the- 
9174."* Mahometan powetst adde4 (h^.'jpi9g4<im.of Da-: 
mafcus ta tbat of Alej^pp, 2ind^ yf^jjff^ » 'kmg and. 
fuc^efsful . war stg^infl: . : the Chrillijin%.4)f $(pA^ I hc; 
fpread his ample. .reign* from^iXhi l^gris -^to Ae^ 
Iffe.apd the Abaffides. rjjwanlejijithw' ^thful? 
%jlYa^t;^p^ all fhe titles M^l pWWg^WW ptt Toy-. 

own the wifdom and couraee, and even the iu£» 
tis^ ?i^4^P!ety/pfthisi^^^ . Ir 

^fe William of Tyre (K^xvtrc.''^, j. 7.) ,Vcn^'V«^>^^^^ 
ifdefla, and the deiath of^engTii.' 'Th^ corruption o^* jiis natine into 
Sangttin^ 'alFprded the Latins, a^'cpmfc|rtable*a^lq{^on to hii fartninarjg , 
ch^rA^ler and* end, fit (anguine iangiiinolentus.' • ""^ • ' ' . - 

*^l<» 'Noradinu* (fays* Wjlliam^bf T^re,- l.'Tifr 'ssO^njaJf;"^"* nomi, 
nis et fidei Chriftianae perfecutor; prtiiceps tamen juftuKt yafer» 
provfduf, et' iecundum gentis Aia^ traBiJioiiii' t^Iigibfds. ' To thi$ 
caVhiflk Wkncfsi we mky »dd the primifte ^fTtlie ijacol^itei TAbtil- 
]^»r8L^''jf^i tij>,)f' kpstr'non^U^ erzt inter regei^ vit«j ratione ma- 
^8 laodiibili, ftut qtiae pluriinis ')uftiti« expertfneAtis 'a|>undarer. 
The tr«e praife of kings it aftsr Aieir death, aufd^A-om^ the mouth of 
their Memies; ; ' A '• . ' - 
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bk fife ad government, Ae holy warridr revived chap. 
tke zH^X and fini^ty of tfie firft' caliphs. Gold • ^^^* 
and filk were 1>mift(ed from his palace ; the ufe^ 
of wine from his^dStamions } -the tMiblicf revenue^ 
was fcr^puloufty applied to the public ftrvice;^ 
and the frugal hetef^hold d NoUreddin was miSn- 
tiuned from his l^dmate (bare of the fpoil whid^' 
hfe Vdfted^ iflf^tlie 'purcbafe of a private eftate. r! HBjf 
&vo^te Siittai^ {fighed foir fome -female dij^a 
of expellee. ** ^AJkifrj" replied the fcfeg, ' " r fear 
^ God, and am lio more than-^^he tfeafurer-i^' 
^ tbe^ Moftetiis. llieir propeifty* '>! ^^emtioit '^liA-' 
^t-"^ i^ '^but I ftill poffefs three &opft in tlvi^^d^t 
^ ^iHtm : t\i^ft you may 'tj^;nffia> tfaefe-atoi^ 
^«@tli I bi^ow.'^'-His ch3Siib€tk>^^i6^ ii^tis^ 
titiot' of tikt i^tec ^nd tbe'rrftfge of^ tli^'^ 
donic year& siftcfr ^ tb0 ^ ftifban"^^ ' dek^^ ^n o]^|lrete£P 
ft1^«a calkd'^^oto'iln >fhe ftre^t8'^<>f Damafcjii^ 
*i^'0^ Noiire^in^-'Noisr^Adin; wh^rci ^t thou now h 
^ 'Arife,artlb^ Wpity/aqd proteft mbV* ' ActjihiuHr 
iQt^ 'afpprehended, dnd a lilting tyrant btn^^dw 
tftthbled at the^ bi^me qf ^diepaSrtecL motiirch. i'Bd 
.JBy the arms ^ of tl3&! Turks .and Franks, ibel Conqti«ft 
Fadraifes had beencdtsprived of Syria. ; Ja Egyptil S*yfjf/P' 
tfa^i ddca.y/ of 'tbtir ^haradier . and. oinAuence ^ was? Turks, 
Aill ^ore effisdtiaL f. Yet they' wire ftill rcvercdj ti*63^ 
as:lliie^.«defceBdant8>aiid. fucceifors of the praphei^t '*^9« 
they in\aintai]&ed their timfibleJftalte in the p^acd' 
of r Cairo; and tfacir |iei{6a nv^.Xeldpm nblate^^ 
by the profane eyes of fubjefts or ftrangers. The 
Latin ambafladors** havie defcribed therr own* 

introdudion 

4> From the ambafTadorf William of Tyre (1« xlx. c. x7> iS.) 

defcriber 
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and glittering pprtiqoe&: the ft;c)a?, ?«ras enliw^s^. 
by t^: wjyrWjpg ,q( Jbirds S^,,ljl)f WWnjW tofc. 
founta^^j:, it waf ienriehcd:^by'ia,,i#y^ pf^ "ch^ 
fur,nume, ' .aij4 . r^« .apifl^^P is^iu^^Jfj^fcx}^ 

trg?rf»re8| V iamie'*}Rg ' m^^. * ibWW^f i aftdj ^as; 

%p(>fe4/, ai^d t^i^ 4ong ord«rtK3^iUBifpyi^ ^99};^ 
waKgUWd^d Ijy/WaaJc foldjk?9L^n4!rdfttn|5ftJip.)BB-; 
i»§bfo ^b^j/anftttury pfi th^iipififeflQe^ <^Mi|»#r 
^Mi Veiled >|!»HhM?ii' certain; aoA-the vi^if) who 
(^dftfikedtotbeoambft^dgrs, laid afide^ Jw fcyme- 
taH) 'and (fcoACatisdr J^mfelf three . ttmi$^: OD.i tbe 
gp<>iiild ; rfhejfitdil :>\ra^i tbott i^ediblred ;> 4n4 ;^y» 
1^4^ thti ({smn^^ikr of -thec^&ifhfitj,: vh9' %pi^ 
^ J»ift pk)fo^elotQ:^<fhe. firftiilavfe .«^,E^e {h^opa* 
ft4jt)cfhk!.flftye9«¥^^h^,Bi4fter;i/thf vifeii* of-A^ 
t^^ /.bad nfuiyfed 1X^0 {^Ht!^ \ aitohpiftiriVojicQf 
^$eifj^l Cbei;^latyn$r0f tfce HValotonfli^tofSj a^jft 
decided )by j-^OI^Si - a^ %ktfHMm^iif^i itbfl^ «»)* 
v^o^lhy, .of tihar ilroog^ft^ i^ioai'] iofqipiiid: M /the 
D^al jtaAeht fldSconimdndi The faAion^i^ ^^aigtp; 
ham and (fifaafweb J aitqiAai^y ^aqidled eadi cither 
fMm .the ' capital: and 'cobntry ; }aBd the weaker 

i|df ?p3^1oited.the'dange]'oi3s.pmteflioni df^tfaie M 
tanof DaTbafciisijor ithe rkifag .ofdjelvli^jeai^^ the- 
popetual dnemasr o£'Jdhe^&£t .ahdr nkonxrchy iof 
the Fatimites. 'By liis ard^sr and religtdD^.ibe 
Turk was moil formidable; but the FTankyan^an- 
eafy dired: marcb^ could niimace from Qbzz: tb 
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clcfc^ibes the palace of Cairo. In the oaliph^s treafure were found 
B pearl as large as a pigeon's egg, a ruby weighing feventeen 
Egyptian drams, an emerald a palm and a half in length, and manj 
vafcs of chryilal and porcelain of China (Renaudot, p. 536.)* 

the 
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the Nile ; whWe the tnteftnedto^ fitiiaflbn of hb Chap. 

• f Vie 

realm compelkd'the troops of Nouiteddm. towhed 
round the ikirts of Arabia, a* icmg and painful 
circuit, which expofed them ' f o ^^thirft, fatigue, 
and the burning mnds of the deftrt. The Te- 
cret zeal and ambition of the Turkifli prince 
afpired to reign m Egypt under tbe name of the 
Abbaflides ; but tht reftorition of the fuppliaiit 
Shawer was the oftenfible motive of the firft ex- 
pedition; and the fuccefs was entrufted to the 
emir Shiracouh, a valiant and veteran com^ 
tnander* Dslt^ham was opprefled and (Iain ; but 
the ingratitude, the jealoufy, the juft apprehen- 
(ions, of Ms more fbrtunate rival, foon provoked 
him to invite the king of Jerdfalem to deliver 
Egypt from his infolent Benefaftors* To this 
union, the forces of Shiracouh weri unequal ; he 
reKnquiflied the premature conqueft ; and the 
evacuation of Bclbeiis or Pelufium was the cob- 
dWon of his fafe iretreat. As the Turks defiled 
before the enemy, and their general ckkfed the 
rear, with a vigilant eye, and a battle-axe in his 
hand, a Frank prefumed to afk him if he were 
not afraid of an attack ? " It is doubtlefs in your 
** power to begin the attack,'* replied the intre* 
Jpid emir ; " but reft affared, that not one of my 
*• foldier* will go to paradife till he has fent an 
** iikfidel to hell." His report of the riches of 
the land, the effeminacy of the natives, and the 
diforders of the government, revived the hopes 
of Noureddin ; the caliph of Bagdad applauded 
the pious defign; and Shiracouh defcended into 
Egypt a fccond time with twelve thoufand Turks 

and 
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CHAP, and eleven thoufimd Arabs. Yet his fot-ces were 

I«IX* 

ftill inferior to the confederate armies of the 
Franks and Saracens; and I can difcern an un* 
nfusil degree of military art, in his paflage of the 
]tmey his retreat into Thebais, his mafterly evo- 
lutions in the battle of Babain, the furprife of 
Alexandria^ and his marches and counter-marches 
in the flats and valley of Egypt^ from the tropic 
to the fea. His condud was feconded by the 
courage of his troops, and on the eve of adion 
■a Mamaluke^* exclaimed, ^^ If we cannot wrefl: 
^^ Egypt from the Chriftian dogs, why do we not 
^ renounce the honours and rewards of the ful« 
^^ tan, and retire to labour with the. peafants, or 
^ to fpin with the females of the haram ?'' Yet, 
after all his efforts in the field ^\ after the obftx- 
nate defence of Alexandria ** by his nephew Sa« 
ladin, an honourable capitulation and retreat con- 
cluded the feconded enterprife of Shiracouh ; amjl 
Noureddin referved his abilities for a third and 
more propitious occafion* It was foon offered by 
the ambition and avarice of Amalric or Amaury9 

4* MMmc, plur. MttmsScf ii defined by Pocock (Prolegom* ad 
Abulpharag. p. 7 J, and d^£terbelAt (p. s^S»)f ^^um einptitiam« 
feu qui pretio numerato in domini poflTeflionem eedit* They 
frequently occur 10 the wars of Saladin (Bohadin, p«.t3^9 &c.){ 
and it was only the Babmie Mamalukes that were fifll introduced 
into Egypt by his defcendants. 

V 43 Jacobus a Vitriaco (p* IT16.) gives the king of Jerofalem ik» 
more than 374 knights* Both the Franks and the Moflemt re. 
port the fuperior numbers of the enemy ) a diiFerence which may 
be folved by counting or omitting the un warlike Egyptians. 

44 It was the Alexandria of the Arab;, a middle term in ex- 
tent and riches between the period of the Greeks and Romans^ 
and that of the Turks (Savary, Lcttres fur l*^£gypte^ lorn. t. 
p.a5,s6.). 
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idog of Jera&Ieoiy who had imbibed the perni- chap; 
cious maiuniy that no faith fliouU be kept with "^ 
the enemies of Crod. A religious warrior, the 
great mafter of the hofpital, encouraged iiim to 
proceed; the emperor of Conftantinople, either 
gave, or promifed, a fleet to ad with the armies 
of Syria; and the perfidious Chriftian, unfatis« 
fled with fpoil and fubfidy, afpired to the com 
queft of Egypt. In this emergency, the Mofleda^ 
turned their eyes towards the fultan of Damafcus } 
the vizir, whom danger encompafled on all fides, 
yielded to their unanimous wiflies, and Nouredr 
din feemed to be tempted by the fair offer of one 
third of the revenue of the kingdom* The Franka 
were already at the gates of Cairo ; but the fub- 
urbs, the old city, were burnt on their approach. ; 
they were deceived by an infidious negociation ; 
and their veflels were unable to furmount the bar- 
riers of the Nile. They prudently declined a 
conteft with the Turks, in the midft of an hof- 
tile country ; and Amaury retired into Paleftine, 
with the fhame and reproach that always adhere 
to unfuccefsful injuftice. After this deliverance, 
Shiracouh was invefted with a robe of honour, 
which be foon (lained with the blood of the un- 
fortunate Shawen For a while, the Turkifli 
emirs condefcended to hold the office of vizir ; 
but this foreign conquefl: precipitated the &11 
of the Fatimites themfelves; and the bloodlefe 
change was accompliihed by. a meflage and a 
word. The caliphs had been degraded by their 
own weaknefs and the tyranny of the vizirs: 
their fubjefts blulhed, when the defcendant and 

1 5 fuceHbr 
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9 M ^ P* Ihmflbr of the 'prophet ptefentod-iim naked iatid 
v-^^-w to the rude gripe of a Latin ^atttbaflddor ; they 
irept when he fast the hair of liis^ wofnen^ a fad 
emblem ; of thcfar grief and tertor,» tb excite the 
fndofthe pity of the fultau of Damafhis. By the com- 
ndl^hll ^^^^ ^^ Noureddin, and the fentcnce of the 
A. D. doftors, the holy names of Abubeker^ Omar, 
**'■• and Othman, were folemnly reftored : the caliph 
Mofthadi, of Bagdad, was acknowledged in the 
public prayers a& the true commander* of the 
iaithful ; and the green livery of the fons of Ali 
was: exchanged for the black colour of the Abbaf- 
fides. The laft of his race, the caliph Adhed, 
who furvived only ten days, expired in happy ig- 
norance of his fate : his treafures fecured the 
toyaky of the foldicrs, and filenced the murmurs 
of the feftaries ; and in all fubfequent revolutions, 
Egypt has never departed from the orthodox tra» 
dition of the Moflems *'. 
Reign and The hilly couutry beyond the Tigris is oc- 
ofsSin. cupied by the paftpral tribes of the Curds *\ 

45 For this great /c^olptjon of Egypt, fee William of Tyre 
(I. xix. 5, 6, 7. 1% — 31. XX. 5— u.)> Bohadin (in Vit. Saladin, p. 
30 — 39.)* Abulfeda (in Excerpt. Schultcns, p. 1^11.), d*Herbelot 
(Bitliot* Orient. JdheJ^ Fatbemab, but very inconefi), Renaudot 
(Hift. Patriarch. Alex. p. 522—515. 532 — 537 ), Vcrtot (Hift. des 
Chevaliers de Malthe, torn. i« p. 141—163. in 4^0)^ and M« de 
Guignes (torn. ii« p. ii. p. 1S5— 215.). 

4* For the Curds, fee de Guignes, torn, i. p. 416, 417. the Index 
Geographicus of Scbuhens, and Tavrrnier, Voyages, p. i, p* 30S9 
309* The Ayoubites defcended from the tribe of the Rawadiaei, 
one of the nohieft ; but as they were infefled with the herefy of 
the MeteiDpfychofis, the orthodox fultans infinuated, that their 
defcent was only on the niother*8 fide, and that their anceftor was a 
ftranger who fettled among the Curds* 

a people 
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a people hardy, ftrong, favage, impatient of the c h a p. 
yoke, addifted to rapine, and tenacious of the 
government of their national chiefs. The refem- 
blance of name, fituation, and manners, feem 
to identify them with the Carduchians of the 
Greeks *' j and they ftill defend againft the Otto- 
man Porte the antique freedom which they afferted 
againft the fucceffors of Cyrus. Poverty and 
ambition prompted them to enibrace the profef- 
lion of mercenary foldi^rs : the fervice of his &« 
ther and \^xcle prepared the reign of the great 
Saladin ** j and the fon of Job or Ayub, a fimple 
Curd, magnammoufly fmiled at his pedigree, 
which flattery deduced from the Arabian ca- 
liphs *'. So unconfcious was Noureddin of the 
impending ruin of his houfe, that he conftrained 
the reluftant youth to follow his uncle Shiracouh 
into Egypt : his military charafter was eftabliflied 
by the defence of Alexandria ; and if we may 
believe the Latins, he folicited and obtained 
from the Chriftian general the profane honours of 
knighthood '^ On the death of Shiracouh, the 

ofSce 

47 See the iv^ book of the Anabaiis of Xenophon* The tea 
theufand fuffered more from the arrows of the free Carduchiantf than 
from the fplendid weaknefs of the great king. 

4^ We are indebted to the profeflbr Schultens (Lugd. Bat. i755» 
in folio) for the richeft and moft amhentie materials^ a life of Sa« 
ladin by his friend and miniAer the cadhi Bobadin, and copious 
extracts from the hiftory of his kinfman the prince Abulfeda of 
Hamah* To thefe we may add, the article of Salabeddim in the Bib* 
liolheque Orientale, and all that may be gleaned from the Dynaftitt of 
Abolpharagius. 

49 Since Abttifeda was himfelf an Ayoubitt, he may fliare tha 
pnifcy for imitating, at leaft tacitly, the modefty of the founder* 

50 Hift* HierofoU in the Gefta Dei per Fiancos, p. isja« A 
yOL, XL K iimilar 
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office of grand vizir was beftowed oh Saladin, at. 
the younged and lead powerful of the ^mirs ; 
but with the advice of his father, whom he in- 
vited to Cairo, his genius obtained the afcendant 
over his equals, and attached the army to hia 
perfon and intereft. While Noureddin livedo 
thefe ambitious Curds were the mod humble of 
his flaves ; and the indifcreet murmurs of the 
divan were filenced by the prudent Ayub, who 
loudly proteded that at the command of the fuU 
tan he himfelf would lead his fon in chains to the 
foot of the throne. " Such language,*' he added 
in private, '^ was prudent and proper in an af- 
^ fembly oF your rivals ; but we are now above 
^' fear and obedience; and the threats of Nou- 
^^ reddin fhall not extort the tribute of a fugar-^ 
^* cane/* His feafonable death relieved them 
from the odious and doubtful conflict : bis fon, s^ 
minor of eleven years of age, was left for a while 
to the emirs of Damafcus ; and the new lord of 
Egypt was decorated by the caliph with every 
title '' that could fandify his ufurpation in the 
eyes of the people* Nor was Saladin long con- 
tent with the pofieffion of Egypt ; he defpoiled 
the ChrHtians of Jerufalem, and the Atabeks of 
Damafcus, Aleppo, and Diarbekir : Mecca and 

fimilar example maybe found in Joinville (p. 4a. edition du Louvre)} 
but tiui pious St. Louis stfufed to dignify infidein with the order of 
Cbriftian knighthood (Ducange, Obfervationsy p. 70.). 

5<' In theft Arabic titles, rengiwit mnft always be underftood | 
NwruUhi lumen r. 1 Etssw^^^ decus $ AmadwUh, eolumen : our her6*s 
proper name was Jofeph, and he was ftyled SalaboJdin, falus } jUMa&m 
dms, ^ Ni^bvt, jrtx defenforf 4^u Mpdafir^ pater vi^oriie. SchwU 
/ens, Prsfat. 

Medina 
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Medina acknowledged him for their temporal pro- chap* 
te&or : his brother fubdued the diftant regions of 
Yemen, or the happy Arabia; and at the hour 
of his death, his empire was fpread from the 
African Tripoli to the Tigris, and from the In^ 
dian ocean to the mountains of Armenia. In 
the judgment of his cbarader, the reproaches 
of treafon and ingratitude ftrike forcibly on our 
minds, impreflfed as they are with the prin* 
ciple and experience of law and loyalty. Bui 
his ambition may in fome meafure be ex* 
cufed by the revolutions c^ Afia'% which had 
erafed every notion of Ie|ptimate fucceiEonj 
by the recent example of the Atabeks th^m* 
felves; by his reverence to the fon of his bene- 
fador, his humane and generous behaviour to the 
collateral hranches ; by tbeir incapacity and Us 
merit ; by the approbation of the caliph, the fole 
fource of all legitimate power; and, above all, 
by the wiihes and intereft of the people, whofe 
happineft is the firft objed of government* In 
bis virtues, and in thofe of his patron, they ad- 
mired the fingular union of the hero and the 
£unt ; for both Noureddin and Saladin are ranked 
among the Mahomedan faints ; and the condant 
meditation of the holy war appears to have Ihed 
a ferious and fober colour ov^r their lives and 
aftions. The youth of the latter '^ vas addifted 

5^ Abulfeda, who dcTcended from a brother 9f Saladio, obfenret 
from many examplaty that the fonaderi of dynafties took the guilt 
for tbemlclvcfl, and (eft the itward to their innoccttt coUattralf 
(Excerpt, p. so.]^« 

Sf See hil IK^ «m1 ckisrfUr in ReBaads^ p« 517*^541* 

Kf ta 
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to Vine and women ; but his afpiring fpirit foon 
renounced the temptations of' pleafure, for the 
graver follies- of fame and dominion : the gar- 
ment of Saladin was of <roarfe woollen; water 
was his only drink ; and, while he emulated the 
temperance, he furpafTed the chaftity, of his Ara- 
bian prophets Both in faith and pradice he was 
a rigid Mufulman ; he ever deplored that the de- 
fence of religion had not allowed him to accom- 
plifli the pilgrimage of Mecca ; but at the ftated 
hours, five times each day, the fultan devoutly 
prayed with his brethren: the involuntary omif- 
fion of fading was fcrupuloufly repaid ; and bis 
perufal of the Koran on horfeback between the 
approaching armies, may be quoted as a proof, 
however oftentatious, of piety and courage '\ 
The fuperftitious dodrine of the fed of Shafei 
was the only fludy that he deigned to encou-* 
rage : the .poets were ^fe in his contempt ; but 
all profane fcience was the objeft of his averfion ; 
and a philofopher, who had vented fome fpecu- 
lative novelties, was feized and ftrangled by the 
command of the royal faint. The juftice of his 
divan was acceifible to the meaneft fuppUant 
againft himfelf and his minifters ; and' it . way 
only £or a kingdom that Saladin would deviate 
from the rule of equity. While the defcendants of 
Seljuk and Zenghi held his flirrup. and fmoothed 
his garments^ he was affable and patient with 
^he meaneft . of his fervai^ts. . So boundlefs was 
* •" •.. , , J . . ,» 

54 His civil and religious virtues are celebrated m t)ie fij^ ch^* 
ter of Bohadio (jst*- f'^lO')^ hispftlf aQj^fr/wifQ^ri^ an^, an laoneft 

b,w. /-^ ^ ' '" \;' ••■'-••• • • 

^' « -i his 
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his liberality, that he diftributed twelve thouf^d ^ ^A * 
horfes at the fiege of Acre ; ' and, at the time of ^— -rvW 
his death, no more than fcwty-feveni drams of 
filver and one piece of gold coin were foOnd ia 
the treasury ; yet in a martial reign, the tributeB 
were diminifhed, and the wealthy citizens enjoyed 
without fear or danger the fruits of their indiijdry. 
Egypt,' Syria, and Arabia, were adorned by the 
royal foundations of hofpitals, colleges, and 
mofques ; and Cairo was fortified with a wall and 
citadel ; but his works were confecrated tp pubKc 
ufe '!, nor did the fultan indulge himfelf in a gar- 
den or palace of private luxury. In a fanatic age^ 
himCidf' a, fanatic, the genuine virtues of Saladia 
commanded the efteem of the Chridians : the en^ 
peror of Germany gloried in his friendflbip '* : 
the Greek emperor folicited bis alliance * • ; and 
the conqueft of Jerufalem diffufed, and perhaps 
magnified, his fame both in the. Eafl; and Wed. 

Durijig Hs (hort exiftence^ . the kipgdom. of Jo- His con. 
rufalem ** was fupported by the difcord bf tbt q«cftof 
Turks and Saracens; and both thi Eatimite dom,"^* 
caliphs and the fultans^ of Daihafcus werfe temfited ^^'^' 
to (acrifice the caufe of their religion ; ta the Juiy3i« 
meaner confideraeions of private and preSmt aii- 
vantage. But the powess of Egypt, Syriii, iiHA 

• ■ Lf * 

55 In many works, particularly Jofeph^s well in the caflle ^f 
Cif^o, the fultan and the patriarch havebfeen cdnfoundcUlS^lheigA^* 
ranee of natives and travellers. • • 

56 Anonym. Canifii, toin. iii* p#4i, p. 504* y 
ST Bohadin, p. 129, 130. i . . • i 
59 For the Latin, .kingdom 6f JtrufilttA, re^WiUium q^TyJc, 

from the ix^'' to the xxii<^ hook,. Jacpb. a Viui^cp, Hift. Hierofp- 
lem. 1. i. and S^nutus^ Secreta Fideliam Crucis^ 1. iii« p* vi, v!i^ 

flll^ IX. ^ ' . 

K 3 Arabia^ 
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t H A p. Arabia, were now united by an hero, whom na« 
tare and fortune had armed againft the Chrif* 
tians. All without, now bore the mod threaten^ 
ing afpe£t ) and all was feeble and hollow in the 
internal ftite of Jcrufalem. After the two firft 
Baldwins, the brother and coufm of Godfrey of 
Bouillon, the fceptre devolved by female fuccef- 
fion to Melifenda, daughter of the fecond Bald- 
win, and her hu{band Fulk, count of Anjou, 
the father, by a former marriage, of our Englifh 
Plantagenets. Their two fons, Baldwin the 
third and Amaury, waged a ftrenuous, and not 
uxifuccefsful, war againft the infidels ; but the 
fon of Amaury, Baldwin the fourth, was de*- 
prived by the leprofy, a gift of the crufades, of 
the faculties both of mind and body. His fifter 
Syfoilia, the mother of Baldwin the fifth, was his 
natural heirefs: after the fufpicious death of her 
child, ihe crowned her fecond huiband, Guy of 
Lufignan, a prince of a handfome perfon, but of 
fuch bafe renown, that his own toother Jeffrey 
was heard to exclaim, *^ Since they have made 
^ hint a king, furely they would have made me a 
^^ god!*' The choice was generally blamed; 
and the moft powerful vaflal, Raymond count of 
Tripoli, who had been excluded from the fuccef* 
fion and regency, entertained an implacable hai- 
tred againft the king, and ezpofed his honour 
and confdence to the temptations of the fultan. 
Such were the guardians of the holy city ; a 
iepef , a child, a woman, a coward, and a traitor : 
yet its fate was ddayed twelve years by fome fup- 
||Iiei from Europe, by the valour of the military 

orders^ 
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orders, and by the diftant or domeftic avocations , ^ ^ a p. 
of their great enemy. At length, on every fide the 
finking ftate was encircled and preffed by an hoftile 
line ; and the truce was violated by the Franks, 
whofe exiilence it protected. A foldier of fortune, 
Reginald of Chatillon, had feized a fortrefs oa 
the edge of the defert, from whence he pillaged 
the caravans, infulted Mahomet, and threatened 
the cities of Mecca and Medina. Saladin conde- 
fcended to complain; rejoiced in the denial of 
juftice; and at the head of fourfcore thoufand horfe 
and foot, invaded the Holy Land. The choice of 
Tiberias for his fir ft fiege was fuggefted by the 
count of Tripoli, to whom it belonged ; and the 
king of Jerufalem was perfuaded to drain his gar- 
rifons, and to arm his people, for the relief of 
that important place'**. By the advice of the 
perfidious Raymond, the Chriftians were be* 
trayed into a camp deftitute of water : he fled on 
the firft onfet, with the curfes of both nations ^ i 
Lufignan was overthrown, with the lofs of thirty 
thoufand men ; and the wood of the true crofs, ^ 
dire misfortune ! was left in the power of the infi« 
dels. The royal captive was condufted to the tent 
of Saladin ; and as he fainted with thirft and terror, 
the generous vidor prefented him with a cup of 

19 Tcmplarii ut «pes bonibabant ct Hofpitilaril ut wtnil ftride. 
bant, ct Kaiones fe exitio offereban% et Turcopuli (the Chriftian 
light troops) femet ipfi in ignem injiciebant (Ifpahani de Expugna* 
tione Kudfitici) p. iS« apud Schuitent) } a fpecimen of Ara« 
bian eloquenccy foniewhat different from the ftylt of Xeiio« 
phon ! 

^ The Latins afRrm, the Arabians iniinuate, the treafon of 
Raymond ; but had he really embraced their religioDi^ bt would have 
been a (aint and a hero in the eyes of the latter* 

K 4 flierbet 
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^^ t^' flierbet copied in fnow, without fuffering Wi 
companion, Reginald of Chatillon, to partake of 
this pledge of hofpitality and pardon. ** The 
*' perfon and dignity of a king/' faid the fultan, 
^^ are facredj but this impious robber mu(t in- 
** ftantly acknowledge the prophet, whom he 
*^ has blafphemed, or meet the death which he; 
** has To often deferved/' On the proud or 
confcientious refufal of the Chriftian warrior, Sa«. 
ladin ftruck him on the head with his fcymetar^ 
and Reginald was difpatched by the guards % 
The trembling Lufignan was fent to Damafcus to 
an honourable prifon and fpeedy ranfom ; but 
the victory was ftained by the execution of two 
hundred and thirty knights of the hofpital, the 
intrepid champions and martyrs of their faith. 
The kingdom was left without a head; and of 
the two grand mafters of the military^ orders, the 
one was flain and the other was a prifoner. From 
all the cities, both of the fea-coad and the inland 
country, the garrifons had been drawn away for 
this fatal field : Tyre and Tripoli alone could 
efcape the rapid inroad of Saladin ; and three 
months after the battle of Tiberias, he appeared, 
in arms before the gates of Jerufalem ". 

fi« Renaud, Reginald, ox Arnold dt Chatiiroh, is celebrated by 
the Latins in his life and death ; but the circumtiances of the latter 
are more diliin£lly related by bobadin aod Abuifeda; and Join- 
viile (Hift. de St. Louis, p. 70.) alludes to the praflice of SaUdin^ 
of never j)uttiDg to death a prifoner who had tafted his bread and 
jQih. Some of \\it: conipanions of Arnold had been (laughtered, and 
almoft fa^rificedy in a valley of Mecca, ubi facriAcia ma^lantur ( Abul* 
feda, p. 32«}« 

6% Vertor, who well defcribes the lofs of the kingdom and city 
(Hift. des Chevaliers de Malthe, torn. i. 1. ii. p. az6-ii-»7S.), inferts 
two original epiftles of a knight templar* 

10 Ife 
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He might expeft, that the fiege of a city fo 9- w a p. 
Venerable on earth and in heaven, fo interefting to ^— ^-L^ 
Europe and Afia, would rekindle the laft fparks an^c»«yof 
of enthufiafm j and that, of fixty thoufand Chrif- a. d. * 
thnsj every man would be a foldier, and every oaober»t' 
foldier a candidate for martyrdom. But queen 
Sybilla trembled for herfelf and her captive huf- 
band ; ^nd the barons and knights, who had 
efcaped from the fword and chains of the Turks, 
difplayed the fame factious and felfifh fpirit in the 
public ruin. The moft numerous portion of the 
inhabitants were compofed of the Greek and Ori« 
ental Chriftians, whom experience had taught to 
prefer the Mahometan before the Latin yoke *' ; 
and the holy fepulchre attraded a bafe and needy 
crowd, without arms or courage, who fubfifted 
only on the charity of the pilgrims. Some feeble 
and hafty efforts were made for the defence of 
Jerufalem j but in the fpace of fourteen days, a 
victorious army drove back the fallies of the be- 
lieged, planted their engines, opened the wall to 
the breadth of fifteen cubits, applied their fcaling- 
ladders, and ereded on the breach twelve banners 
of the prophet and the fultan. It was in vain that 
a bare-foot proceffion of the queen, the women, 
and the monks, implored the Son of God to fave 
his tomb and his inheritance from impious viola*, 
tion. Their fole hope was in the mercy of the coa*. 
qu^ror, and to their firft fuppliant deputatioa 
that mercy was fternly denied. ** He bad fwora 

w 

'i Renaudot, Hlfl. Patriarch. Alex* p. 545. 
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c ux '' ** *® avenge the patience and long-fuffering of the 
^* Moflems ; the hour of forgivenefs was elapfed, 
** and the moment was now arrived to expiate 
^* in blood, the innocent blood, which had been 
" fpilt by Godfrey and the firft crufaders.'* But , 
a defperate and fuccefsful ftruggle of the Franks 
adrooniflied the fultan that his triumph was not 
yet fecure j he liftened with reverence to a folemn 
adjuration in the name of the common father of 
mankind; and a fentiment of human fympathy 
mollified the rigour of fanaticifm and conqueft:. 
He confented to accept the city, and to fpare the 
inhabitants. The Greek and Oriental Chriftians 
were permitted to live under his dominion; but 
it was (lipulated, that in forty days all the Franks 
and Latins Ihould evacuate Jerufalem, and be 
fafely conduced to the fea-ports of Syria and 
Egypt ; that ten pieces of gold ihould be paid 
for each man, five for each woman, and one for 
every child ; and that thofe who were unable to 
purchafe their freedom fhould be detained in per- 
petual flavery. Of fome writers it is a favourite 
and invidious theme to compare the humanity of 
Saladin with the mafTacre of the firfl crufade. 
The difference would be merely perfonal; but 
we ihould not forget that the Chriftians had 
offered to capitulate, and that the Mahometans 
of Jerufalem fuftained the laft extremities of an 
affault and ftorm. Juftice is indeed due to the 
fidelity with which the Turkiih conqueror fulfilled 
the conditions of the treaty ; and he may be de« 
fervcdly praifed for the glance of pity which he 

caft 
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Caft on the mifery of the vanquiflied. Inftead of c ha p. 
a rigorous exadion of his debt, he accepted a (urn 
of thirty thoufand by^ants, for the ranfom of 
feven thoufand poor ; two or three thoufand more 
were difmifled by his gratuitous clemency; and 
the number of Oaves was reduced to eleven or 
fourteen thoufand perfons. In his intejview with 
the queen, his words, and even his tears, fug« 
gefted the kindeft confolations ; his liberal alms 
were diftributed among thofe who had been 
made orphans or widows by the fortune of 
war ; and while the knights of the hofpital were 
in arms againft him, he allowed their more pious 
brethren to continue, during the term of a year, 
the care and fervice of the fick. In thefe ads of 
mercy the virtue of Saladin deferves our admira- 
tion and love : he was above the neceflity of dif« 
fimulation, and his (tern fanaticifm would have 
prompted him to difTemble, rather than to affed, 
this profane compaffion for the enemies of the 
Koran. After Jerufalem had been delivered from 
the prefence of the ftrangers, the fultan made his 
triumphant entry, his banners waving in the 
wind, and to the harmony of martial muflc. The 
great mofch of Omar, which had been converted 
into a church, was again confecrated to one God 
and his prophet Mahomet ; the walls and pave- 
ment were purified with rofe water ; and a pulpit, 
the labour of Noureddin, was ereded in the fane* 
luary. But when the golden crofs that glittered 
on the dome was caft down, and dragged through 
the ftreets, the Chriftians of every fed uttered 
a lamentable groan^ which was anfwered by the 

joyful 
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CHAP, joyful fliouts of the Mopenig. la four ivory chefts 
s^^^^ the patriarch had collefted the crofles, the images^ 
the vafeSy and the relics of the holy place : they 
were feized by the conqueror, who was defirous 
of presenting the caliph with the trophies of Chrif- 
tian idolatry. He was perfuaded, however, to en- 
truft them to the patriarch and prince of Antioch ; 
and the pious pledge was redeemed by Richard of 
England, at the expence of fifty-two thoufand 
byzants of gold **. 
The third The nations might fear and hope the imme- 

by^feaf' ^^^^^ ^^^ ^°^ expulfiou of the Latins from Sy- . 
A. D, ria ; which was yet delayed above a century after 
the death of Saladin •^ In the career of viftory, 
he was firft checked by the refiftance of Tyre ; 
the troops and garrifons, which had capitulated, 
were imprudently cohdufted to the fame port: 
their numbers were adequate to the defence of 
the place ; and the arrival of Conrad of Mont- 
ferrat infpired the diforderly crowd with confi- 
dence and union, .His father, a venerable pil- 
grim, had been made prifoner in the battle of 
Tiberias ; but that difader was unknown in Italy 
and Greece, when the fon was urged by ambi- 
tion and piety to vifit the inheritance of his royal 
jiephew, the infant Baldwin. The view of the 

^4* For tlie eonqueil of Jerafaleniy Bohadin (p. 67—75.) ^^^ 
Abulfeda (p. 40«— 43.) vigour Moflem witneffet. Of the CbriT- 
tiaiiy Bernard Tberaurarius (c. 151— 167.) it the moft copious and 
authentic} fee liketi'lfe Matthew Paris (p. 110—114). 

6f The fiegts of Tyre and Acre are moft cofUoufly defcrrbid 
by Bernard Tbefaurariut (de Acquifitione Terrae SanAae, c. z67**« 
179)9 the author of theUiftoria Hiercfolymitana (p. iijo—ii;!* 
rn BongarGu8)| Abulfeda (p. 43— '5o.)y and Bohadin (p. 75-^ 

i;9.)^ 

. TurkiOl 
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Tiirkifli bannov warned him from the hoftUe crap; 

LIX 

coaft of Jafia; and Conrad was unanlmoufly 
hailed as the prince and champion of Tyre^ which 
was aheady befieged by the conqueror of Jerufa* 
lem* The firmnefs of his zeal, and perhaps his 
knowledge of a generous foe^ enabled him to 
brave the threats of the fultan, and to declare, 
that fliould his aged parent be expofed before the 
wallsy he himfelf would difcharge the firit arrow, 
and glory in his defcent from a Chriftian mar* 
tyr**. The Egyptian fleet was allowed to enter 
the harbour of Tyre ; but the chain was fuddenly 
drawn, and five gallies were either funk or taken : 
a thoufand Turks were flain in a fally ; and Sala<^ 
din, after burning his engines, concluded a glo* 
rious campaign by a difgraceful retreat to Dama& 
cus. He was foon aflailed by a more formidabld 
temped. The pathetic narratives, and ^ven the 
pi&ures, that reprefented in lively colours thi 
fervitude. and profanation of Jerufalem, awakened 
the torpid fenfibility of Europe: the emperor^ 
Frederic Barbaroffa, aiid the kings of France andi 
England, aflumed the crofs ; and the tardy mag* 
nitude of their armaments was anticipated by the 
maritime ftates of the Mediterranean and thtf 
Ocean. The ikiiful and provident Italians firfb 
embarked in the fhips of Genoa, Pifa, and Ve-^ 
nice. They were fpeedily followed by the moft 
^ger pilgrims of France, Normandy, and the 

^ I have followed a moderate and probable reprefcntatioii of 
tbe lifbf by Vertot, wbo adopts without rela&ance a romantic 
tale, the «ld roarqids it aAuallj expofed to the dartt of the ber 
iieged* ' 

. .t .. Weftern 
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^ Lix. ^' W^ft^™ Mcs. The powerful fuccour of Flail^ 
.^-**^"--^ ders, Frife, and Denmark, filled near a hundred 
veflels; and the northern warriors were diftin- 
guiihed [in the field by a lofty ftature and a pon- 
derous battle•aze^^ Their increafing multitudes 
could no longer be confined within the walls of 
Tyre, or remain obedient to the voice of Conrad. 
They pitied the misfortunes, and revered the 
dignity, of Lufignan, who was releafed from pri- 
fon, perhaps, to divide the army of the Fraidu* 
He propofed the recovery of Ptolemats, or Acre, 
thirty miles to the fouth of Tyre ; and the place 
^vas firfl: invefted by two thoufand borfe and thirty 
thoufand foot under his nominal command. I 
Ihall not expatiate on the ftory of this memorable 
fiege; which lafted near two years, and cone 
fumed, in a narrow fpace, the forces of Europe 
^ ^ and Afia. Never did the flame of enthufiafm burn 
Acre, with fiercer and more deftrudive rage ; nor could 
it^',%y the true believers, a common appellation, who 
— fk. p, confecrated their own martyrs, refufe fome ap- 
' ' * plaufe to the miftaken zeal and courage of their 
adverfaries. At the found of the holy trumpet, 
the Moflems of Egypt, Syria, Arabia, and the 
Oriental provinces, aflembled under the fervant 
of the prophet ^^: his camp was pitched and 
removed within a few miles of Acre} and he 

^ NQithmanni et Gothi, et ca?teri populi infularuni qu« inter 
occidentem et fepterotrionem iitse funt, gentet bellicofae, corporis 
procei i| mortis intrepidae, bipennibus arroats^ navibui rotundis qiis 
Yrnachise dicunturradvcAae* 

' 6S The hiftorian of Jerufalem (p. not.) tddt the nttiont of tli* 
Baft from the Tigris to India, and the fnrarthy tribes of Moors sad 
Getuliaosi fo that Alia and Afjricn fQU|;ht a jainft Europe. 

laboured^ 
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bboured, night and day, for the relief of his c h a p:» 
brethren and the annoyance of the Franks. Nine 
battles, not unworthy of the name, were fought, 
in the neighbourhood of mount Carmel, with fuch 
vicif&tude of fortune, that in one attack, the 
fultan forced his way into the city ; that in one 
fally, the Chriflians penetrated to the royal tent. 
By the means of divers and pigeons, a regular 
correfpondence was maintained with the befieged ; 
and, as often as the fea was left open, the ex* 
haufted garrifon was withdrawn, and a freih fup- 
ply was poured into the place. The Latin camp 
was thinned by famine, the fword, and |he cli- 
mate ; but the tents of the dead were replenifhed 
with new pilgrims, who exaggerated the flrength 
and fpeed of their approaching countrymen. The 
vulgar was aftonifhed by the report, that the pope 
himfelf, with an innumerable crufade, was ad* 
vanced as far as Conftantinople. The march of 
the emperor filled the £a(t with more ferious 
alarms; the obftacles which he encountered in 
Afia, and perhaps in Greece, were raifed by the 
policy of Saladin ; his joy on the death of Bar- 
barofla was meafured by his efteem; and the 
Chriftians were rather difmayed than encouraged ' 
at the fight of the duke of Swabia and his way- 
worn remnant of five thoufand Germans. At 
length, in the ipring of the fecond year, the royal 
fleets of France and England caft anchor in the 
bay of Acre, and the fiege was more vigoroufly 
ptpfecuted by the youthful emulation- of the two 
kings, Philip Auguftus and Richard Plantagenet. 
After every refource had been tried, and every 

I hope 
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CHAP, hope was exhaufted, the defenders of Acre fub- 
mitted to their fate ; a capitulation was granted » 
but their lives and liberties were taxed at the hard 
conditions of a ranfom of two hundred thoufand 
pieces of gold, the deliverance of one hundred 
nobles and fifteen hundred inferior captives, and 
the reftoration of the wood of the holy crofs. 
Some doubts in the agreement, and fome delay 
in the execution, rekindled the fury of the Franks, 
and three thoufand Moflems, almoft in the ful- 
tan's view, were beheaded by the command of 
the fanguinary Richard ••. By the conqueft of 
Acre, the Latin powers acquired a ftrong town 
and a convenient harbour ; but the advantage was 
moft dearly purchafed. The minifter and hifto- 
riaa of Saladin computes, from the report of the 
6netily, that their numbers, at diifferent periods, 
amounted to five or fix hundred thoufand j that 
more than one hundred thoufafid Chriftians were 
flaih} that a far greater number was" loft by dif- 
eafe or ffiipwreckj and that a fmall portion of 
this mighty hbft could return in fafety to their 
native countries ^\ 

«9 Bohadin, p. iSo.j and. this maffacre is. neither denied nor 
bkined by the Chriftian hiftorians. Aiacriter juffa complentes (the 
Epglifli foldiers), fays Galfridus a Vioefauf (I.4. c. 4.. p. 346.)* 
who fixes at 2700 the number of viAiiiis j who are multipHed to 
500*0 by Roger Hoveden (p. 697, 698. )• The humanity or avarice 
ef Fhifip Auguftus was perfuaded to ranfom* his prifoners (Jacob. 
a^VitriacOy 1. i. c* 98. p. iiii.)« 

70 Bohadin, p. 14. He quotes the )ndgnient of BaKaniiSi and 
thfe prince of Sidon, and adds, ex illo mundo quafi horafnum 
pauciflimi. redierunt. Among the Chriftians who died before St. 
John d^Aqre, I find the Engliih. names of de Ferrers earl ef Der- 
by (Dngdale, Baronage, part i. p. a6oJj, ^I«bray (idem, 
p.'^i4.)> d^ Mandevil, de Fieunes^ St* Tohn, Scrope^ Pigot, Tal- 

PhUip 
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* . 

Philip Auguftus, and Richard the firft, are the ^ " ^ **• 
only kings of France and England, who have v.— 
fought under the fame banners ; but the holy ^/^g^*^ 
fervice, in which they were enlifted, was incef- land, in 
fantly difturbed by their national jealoufy ; and *a|d!' 
the two faftiohs, which they protected in Palef- "9i» 
tine, were more averfe to each other than to the 
common enemy. In the eyes of the Orientals, 
the French monarch was fuperior in dignity and 
power ; and, in the emperor's abfence, the Latins 
revered him as their temporal chiefs*. His ex- 
ploits were not adequate to his fame. Philip was 
brave, but the flatefman predominated in his 
charafterj he was foon weary of facrificing his 
health and interefl on a barren coaft ; the furren- 
der of Acre became the fignal of his departure ; 
nor could he juftify this unpopular defertion, by 
leaving the duke of Burgundy, with five hundred 
knights and ten thoufand foot, for the fervice of 
the Holy Land. The king of England, though 
inferior in dignity, furpaffed his rival in wealth 
and military renown '* ; and if heroifm be con- 
fined to brutal and ferocious valour, Richard 
Plantagenet will ftand high among the heroes of 
the age* The memory of Ccsur de Lion, of the 

7> Magnus hic apud eoSj interqae reges conim turn virtutc, 
turn majeftate eininens fummos rerum arbiter (Bohadin, 

P* 159-)* ^^ ^°^^ "^' ^^^i^ ^^ ^^^^ known the names either of 
Philip or Richard. 

7^ Rex Angliae praeftrenuus . • • • rege Gallorum minor apud 
cos ceiifebatur ratione regni atque dignitaxit ; fed tuna divitiis 
florentior^ turn bellica virtute multo erat celebrior (Bohadin^ 
p* 161.). ^ ftranger might admire tbofe riches 3 the national 
hiftorians will tell with what lawlefs and waileful opprefTion they 
were co Hefted. 

Vol. XI. L lion- 
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^ ^x ^* Kon-hearted prince, was long dear and gloriouf 
to his Englifli fubje^s ; and, at the didance of 
fixty years, it was celebrated in proverbial fayings 
by th« grandfons of the Turks and Saracens, 
againft whom he had fought : his tremendous 
name was employed by the Syrian mothers to 
filence their infants; and if an horfe fuddenly 
ftarted from the way, his rider was wont to ex- 
claim, *^ Dod thou think king Richard is in that 
" bulh ^^ ?*' His cruelty to the Mahometans was 
the effeft'of temper and zeal; but I cannot be- 
lieve that a foldier, fo free and fearlefs in the ufe 
of his lance, would have defcended to whet a 
dagger againft his valiant brother Conrad of 
Montferrat,* who was flain at Tyre by fome fe- 
cret aflaffins ^\ After the furrender of Acre, and 
the departure of Philip, the king of England led 
the crufaders to the recovery of the (ea-coaft; 
and the cities of Caefarea and Jaffa were* added to 
the fragments of the kingdom of Lufignan. A 
march of one hundred miles from Acre to Af- 
calon, was a great and perpetual battle of eleven 
days. In the diforder of his troops, Saladin re- 
mained on the field with feventeen guards, with- 
out lowering his ftandard, or fufpending the 
found of his brazen kettle-drum : he again ral- 

71 JoinviIIf, ff> 17» Cuidet-tu que ce fint le foi Richart f 

74 Vet he was guilty in the opinion of the Moflems, who atteft rhe 
ronfeiTion of the afTafiins, that they were Tent by the king of England 
(Rohadin, p. 225.) | and his only defence is an abfurd and palpable 
forgery (Hifl. de J'Academie det Infcriptions, tono. ^Ti. p. tSS'^ 
163.), a pretended letter from the prince of the aftainns, the Shcicbt 
or old man of the mountain, who juftified Ricbard^ by fuming to 
himfelf the guilt or merit of the murder. 

lied 
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lied and tenewed the charge ; and his preachers chap. 
or heralds called aloud on the unitarians^ man- 
fully to (land up agamft the Chriftian idolaters. 
But the progrefs of thefe idolaters was irrefiftible : 
and it was only by demolifhing the walls and 
buildings of Afcalon, that the fultan could pre* 
vent them from occupying an important fortrefs 
on the confines of Egypt. During a fevere winter, 
the armies ilept ; but in the fpring, the Fraaks 
adv^ced within a day's march of Jerufalem, 
under the leading ftandard of the Englifh king, 
and his active fpirit intercepted a convoy, or cara- 
van, of feven thoufand camels. Saladin '' had 
fixed his ftation in the holy city; but the city 
was ilruck with confternation and difcord: he 
^(led ; he prayed ; he preached ; he offered to 
(hare the dangers of the fiege ; but his Mama* 
lukes, who remembered the fate of their com- 
panions at Acre, prefled the fultan with loyal or 
feditious clamours, to referve his perfon and their 
courage, for the future defiance of their religion and 
empire ^*. The Moflems were delivered by the 
fudden, or, as they deemed, the miraculous, re- 
treat of the Chriftians^'} and the laurels of 

Richard 

^f See the dtilreft and pious ^tt^fXt of Saladin, •• they are 
defcribed by Bohadin (p. 7—9 • il$-^%370« ^^^ himfeif ha. 
rang;ued the defenders oJF Jeru/alem) their fears were not ua* 
known to the^enemy (Jacob, i Vitriacpy 1. i. c. loo. p. 1123. 
Vini^ofy I. T. c. 5p. p. 399.)* 

7^ Yet nuleft the fuUtn^ or an Ayoubtte princet remained in 
Jemfiilcai, ncc Curdt, Turcit* nee Turci aitent obtemperaturi 
Cnrdis (Hobadin, p. a36.). He draws afide a corner of the political 
curtain. 

77 B^hadiA (p. a)7.) and even JeiFrey de Vinifauf (1. vi. c. t— S. 

L » p. ♦©i.— 
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Richard were blafted by the prudence, or envy^ 
of his companions. The hero, afcending an hill, 
and veiling his face, exclaimed with an indignant 
voice, ** Thofe who are unwilling to tefcue, are 
** nhworthy to view, the feputchre of Chrift K* 
After his return to Acre, on the news that JaflFa 
was furprifed by the fultan, he failed with fome 
merchant vefTels, and leaped foreinoft on the 
beach ; the caftle was relieved by his prefence ; 
and fixty thoufand Turks and Saracens fled be- 
fore his arms. The difcovery of his weaknefs 
provoked' them to return in the morning ; and 
they found him carelcfsly encamped before the 
gates with only feventeen knights and three hun- 
dred archers. Without counting their numbers, 
he fuftained their charge ; and we learn from the 
evidence of his enemies, that the king of Eng- 
land, grafping his- lance, rode ^rioufly along 
their front, from the nght to tlie Uft ^ing, with- 
out meeting an adverfary who dared t6 encounter 
'his career^". Am I writing the hiftory of Or- 
lando or Amadis ? " 

:P« 403—409.) ascribe the retreat to Rickv(l..innire}f: and Ja- 
cobus aVitriaco obfervesy that in his impatience to depart, ia 

'alterUnr Viruro mutatus eft (p. 1123.). Yet Joinville, a French 
knight, accufes the .envy of Hugh duke of Burgundy (p. xi6.)y 

' without fuppoGng, like Matthew Parii, that he wit bribed by 
Saladin. 

7> The expeditions to Afcalon, Jerufaleni, - and Jaffa, are re- 
lated by Bohadin (p. 1S4 — a49«) and AbiiHeda (p*5i9 5a-)« Tbe 
author of the Itinerary^ or the monk of Sr. .AU>an*s, cannot ex- 
aggerate the Cadhi*s acMuM of the prowefa of Riehard (Vinifaufi 
I. ▼!. c. T4—- 24.. p. 4/12—4.21. Hift. Major, p. X37^-I43*} { ahd 
on the whole of this war, there is a marvellous agreement between 
the Chri(\ian and Mahometan writers^ who mutually praife the virtues 
of their enemies. J • . 

During 
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•During uHbfe .hoftilities, a. languid and tedioi» ^ ^J^ a p. 
i^gociation ''^: betwe'en the Franks arid Moflems v.— v-^ 
was ftarted, and . coiitinned, raad broken, and ^'j ^ "'^ 
again refiimed, and a^ln blroken. .. Some a£ts o{> partme, 
royal courtefy, the gift off fnow and fruit, the ,/^j^' 
exchange of Norway tawkji-.and Arabian hprfes, September 
foftenfcd the* afperity^ of- religious war : from the, 
viciffitude of ,fviccef$,^ this mon^rchs might learn 
to {ufpe&, tliat Heaven was neutral in the quarrel j 
nor, after the trial of each other, could either 
lu>pe: for a decifive viftory '%. The health both 
of Richard ^d Saladin appeared to be in a de- 
clining ; ftaie; . and they refpeftively fuflfered the 
eyilsi ^/ diftant and domeftic warfare: Plantage- 
net was impatient to punifli a perfidious riyal who 
bad invaded Normandy in- bis abfence; and the 
indefatigsible fultan was fubdued by the cries of 
the people, who was the viftim, and of the fol- 
ders, who >yere the inftruments, of his martial, 
zeal. The firft demands of the king of England 
were the reftitution of Jerufalem, Paleftine, and 
thei true crofs ; and he firmly declared, that him- 
felf and his brother pilgrims would end their lives 
in the pious labour, rather, than return to £u-. 

79 See the progrefs.of negociatiorf and hoftility in Bohadin (p. 207 
-•160.), who was himfelf an aflor in the treaty* Richard declared 
his intention of returning with ,ne»y arynies to the conqueft of th« 
Holyl^and; and Salad in anfviered the menace with a civil compli- 
ment (Vinifauf, 1. vi. c. 18. p. 42^.)* 

*® The mo(b copious and original ac'coont of this' holy war, is 
Gatfridi a Vinifaof Itinerarium Kegi9 Anglorum Richardi et alio- 
rum tn Terram HierofoJynQonuniy in fix . books, publiihed in the 
ii** volume of Gale's Scriptores Hift. Anglicana; (p. 24.7— 4.49. )• 
Roger Hovedtn and Matthew PaVis afford lilcewife many valuable 
materials; .aqd the former, jijefcri^^, -.w^tk ao^uracyi the diTcipliuip 
and navigation of the £nglifli fleet. 

Lj3 ' rope 
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CHAP, rope vfiih ignominy and remorfe. But the con« 
fcience of Saladin refufed, without fome weighty 
compenfation, to reftore the idols, or promote 
the idolatry, of the ChriOians : he afferted, with 
equal firmnefs, his religious and civil claim to 
the fovereignty of Paleftine ; defcanted on the 
importance and fanflity of Jerufalem; and re- 
je^ed all terms of the eftabltfliment, or partition, 
of the Latins. The marriage which Richard pro- 
pofed, of his filler with the fultan's btolher, was 
defeated by the difference of faith: the princefs 
abhorred the embraces of a Turk ; and Adel, or 
Saphadin, would not eafiiy renounce a plurality 
of wives. A perfonal interview was declined by 
Saladin, who alleged their mutual ignorance of 
each other's language ; and the negociation was 
managed with much art and delay by their inter* 
preters and envoys. The final agreement was 
equally difapproved by the zealots of both par- 
ties, by the Roman pontiff and the caliph of 
Bagdad. It was ftipulated that Jerufalem and 
the holy fepulchre (bould be open, without tri- 
bute or vexation, to the pilgrimage of the Latin 
Chriftians ; that, after the demolition of Afcalon, 
they (hould inclufively poffefs the fea-coafl from 
Jaffa to Tyre ; that the count of Tripoli and the 
prince of Antioch ihould be comprifed in the 
truce ; and that, during three years and three 
months, all hoftilities ihould ceafe. The princi- 
pal chiefs of the two armies fwore to the obferv- 
ance of the treaty ; but the monarchs were Iktif- 
fied with giving their word and their right-hand ; 
and the royal majefty was excufed froQi an oath, 
wliich always implies fome fufpicion Of falfehood 

4 and 
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9od diflionour. Richard embarked for Europe, ^^^]^^' 
to feek a long captivity and a premature grave ; — ^.-1-^ 
and the fpace of a few months concluded the life 
and glories of Saladin. The Orientals defcribe Death of 
his edifying death, which happened at Damafcus ; ^a.d! 
but they feem ignorant of the equal diftribution »i93» 
of his alms among the three religions", or of **' *' 
^he difplay of a (hroud, inflead of a ftandard, to 
admonifti the Eaft of the inftability of human 
greatnefs. The unity of empire was diffolved by 
his death ; his fons were oppreffed by the ftronger 
arm of their uncle Saphadin ; the hoftile interefts 
of the fultans of Egypt, Damafcus, and Aleppo •*, 
were again revived ; and the Franks or Latins 
flood, and breathed, and hoped, in their fortreifes 
along the Syrian coafl. 

The uobleft monument of a conqueror's fame, Innocent 
and of the terror which he infpired, is the Sa- j^'jy^ 
ladine tenth, a general tax, which was impofed i«9S— 
on the laity, and even the clergy, of the Latin ** * 
church for the fervice of the holy war. The 
pradice was too lucrative to expire with the occa- 
fion ; and this tribute became the foundation of 
all the tithes and tenths on ecclefiaftical benefices 
which have been granted by the Roman pontiffs 
to Cathoh'c fovereigns, or referved for the imme- 

•* Even Vertot (torn. i. p. 151) adopt** ihe foollfh notion of 
the indtffereDce of SalaJin, who prote^ed the Koran with his lall 
breath. 

'^ See the furcefTion of the Ayouhites, in Ahulpharagius (Dynaft. 
p. 177, &c.}, and the tables of M. de Guignes, TArt de Verifier Ics 
DaUs, aod the Bibliotbeque Orientale« 

L 4 dtate 
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diatc ufe of the apoftolic fee "'. This pecuniary 
emolument mud have tended to increafe the in* 
tereft of the popes in the recovery of Paleftine ; 
after the death of Saladin they preached the cru- 
fade, by their epiftles, their legates, and their 
miffionaries ; and the accomplifliment of the pious 
work might have been expeSed from the zeal 
and talents of Innocent the third '*. Under that 
young and ambitious prieft, the fucceflbrs of St. 
Peter attained th^ full meridian of their great- 
nefs ; and in a reign of eighteen years, he exer- 
cifed a defpotic command over the emperors and 
kings, whom he raifed and depofed ; over the 
nations, whom an interdift of months or years 
deprived, for the offence of their rulers, of the 
exercife.of Chriftian worlhip. In the council of 
the Lateran he a£ted as the ecclcfiaftical, almod 
as the temporal, fovereign of the Eaft and Weft. 
It was at the feet of his legate that John of Eng- 
land furrendered his crown ; and Innocent may 
boaft of the two moft fignal triumphs over fenfe 
and humanity, the ellablifliment of tranfubftantia- 
tion, and the origin of the inquifition. At his 
voice, two crufades, the fourth and the fifth, were 
undertaken ; but except a king of Hungary, the 

^l Thomaflin (Oifclpllne de I'Eglife, torn. ili. p. 311 — S?^.) 
])as copioufly treated of the origin, abufes, and redri^lions of 
thefe tenths, A theory was (larted, but not purfued, that they 
viere lighifuDy due to the pope^ a tenth of the Leyites* tenth to 
the high piieii (Selden on Tithes; fee his Works, vol. iii. p. ii. 
p. loi^jO- 

*4 See the Gefta Innocentii III. in Muratori, Script, Rcr. Ital. 
(too), iii. p. 4.S6 — 5680« 

prince^ 
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princes of the fecond order were at the head of ^ "^ **• 
the pilgrims ; the forces were inadequate to the ^^^--v-^-.^ 
defign; nor did the effefl:s correfpond with the 
hopes and wiflies of the pope and the people. 
The fourth crufade was diverted from Syria to xhe 
Conftantinople ; and the conqueft of the Greek or ^^"''^ 
Roman empire by the Latins will form the proper a.d. 
and important fubjefk of the next chapter. In the **°^' 
fifth *% two hundred thoufand Franks were landed The fifth, 
at the eaftern mouth of the Nile. They reafonably ^\^/ 
hoped that Paleftine mud be fubdued in Egypt, 
the feat and ftorehoufe of the fultan ; and, after 
a fiege of fixteen months, the Moflems deplored 
the lofs of Damietta. But the Chriftian army 
was ruined by the pride and infolence of the 
legate Pelagius, who, in the pope's name, aflum- 
ed the charafter of general : the fickly Franks 
were encompaffed by the waters of the Nile and 
the Oriental forces ; and it was by the evacuation 
of Damietta that they obtained a fafe retreat, 
fome conceffiohs for the pilgrims, and the tardy 
reftitution of the doubtful relic of the true crofe^ 
The failure may in fome m^fure be afcribed to 
the abufe and multiplication of the crufedes, 
which were preached at the fame time ag^inft . the 
Pagans of Livonia, the Moors of Spaiji, the Albi- 
geois of France, and the kings of Sicily of the 

^5 See the v^** crufade, and the fiege cf Damietta, in Jacobu9 
^ Vitriaco (i. iii. p. 1125 — '1149. in the Gefta Dei of Boiigaifius), 
an eye.witnefs, Bernard Thelaurarius (in Script. Muratoii, torn* 
vii. p« 84 j — 846. c. 190—- ^07.), a contemporary, and Sar.utus 
(Secreta Fidel. Crucis, 1. iii. p. xi. c, 4'— 9*)» ^ diligent compiler; 
and of the Arabians, Abulpbaragius (Dynatt. p. 294..), and the 
Extrafts at the end of Joinvilie (p. si'i* 537- S*©* 547> &c.). 

Imperial 
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^ ux '' Imperial family ■*. In thcfe meritorious fervices, 
the volunteers might acquire at home the fame 
fpiricual indulgence, and a larger meafure of 
temporal rewards ; and even the popes, in their 
zeal againfl: a domeftic enemy, were fometimet 
tempted to forget the diftrefs of their Syrian 
brethren. From the lad age of the crufades they 
derived the occafional command of an army and 
revenue; and fome deep reafoners have fufpeded 
that the whole enterprife, from the firft fynod of 
Placentia, was contrived and executed by the 
policy of Rome. The fufpicion is not founded, 
either in nature or in fad. The fucceifors of St. 
Peter appear to have followed, rather than guided, 
the impuife of manners and prejudice ; without 
much forefight of the feafons, or cultivation of 
the foil, they gathered the ripe and fpontaneous 
fruits of the fuperftition of the times. They ga- 
, thered^ thefe fruits without toil or perfonal danger : 
in the council of the Lateran, Innocent the third 
declared an ambiguous refolution of animating the 
crufaders by his example ; but the pilot of the 
facred veflel could jiot abandon the helm ; nor 
was Paleftine ever bleflfed with the prefence of a 
Roman pontiff '\ 

•* To tbofr who took the crofs againft Miinfroy, the pope 
(A. D. 1x55) granted pleniffimam peccatonim remiinonem. Fi« 
dcle» mirahantur quod tintum et» promitteret pro fangume 
Chriftianoium effundendo quantum pro cruore iniidelium ali* 
qnando (Matthew Paris, p. 785}. A high flight for the reafon of 
the xiii**» century. 

*7 This fimple idea is agreeable to the good fenfe of Monieim 
(IiiAitut. Hift. Ecclef. p. 331.) and the fine philofophy of Hume 
(Hift. of England^ vol. i^p. 330.), 

The 
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Tha perfons, the families, and eftates of the pU- chap. 
grims, were under the immediate proteftion of the -^^ 
popes ; and thefe fpiritnal patrons foon claimed the The em- 
prerogative of direfting their operations, and en- Frederic 
Ibrdng, by commands and- cenfures, the accomp- l^^j^" ^** 
Mitnent of their vow. Frederic the fecond *", the a- i>- 
gr^ndfon of Barbaroflfa, vras fucceilively the pupil, 
the enemy, and the viftim of the church. At the 
age of twenty-one years, and in obedience to his 
guardian Innocent the third, he aflumed the 
crofs ; the fame promife was repeated at his 
royal and imperial corohations ; and his marriage 
with the heirefs of Jerufalem for ever bound him 
to defend the kingdom of his fon Conrad. But 
as Frederic advanced in age and authority, he 
repented of the rafh engagements of his youth : 
bis liberal ienfe and knowledge taught him to de- 
fpife the phantoms of fuperdition and the crowns 
of Alia: he no longer entertained the fame, re- 
verence for the fucceflbrs of Innocent ; and his 
ambition was occupied by the reftoration of the 
Italian monarchy from Sicily to the Alps. But 
the fuccefs of this projeft would have reduced the 
popes to their primitive fimplicity ; and, after the 
delays and excufes of twelve years^ they urged the 
emperor, with intreaties and threats, to fix the 
time and place of his departure for Paleftine. In 

** The original materials for the crufade of Frederic II. may 
be (li-awn from Richard de St. Germano (in Moratori, Script. 
Rcruni Ital. tom.vii. p. looi — 10T3.) and Matthew Paris (p. 286. 
t9i* 300. 30a. 304.). The moft rational nooderns are, Fleorjr 
(Hift. Ecclef. torn, xvi.), Vertot (Chevaliers de Malthe, torn. i. 
1. iii.), Giannone (liloria Civile di Napoli, torn. ii. 1. xvi.)> and 
Muratori (Annalid^Itaiia, torn; xi). * 

the 
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Chap, the harbours of Sicily and Apulia, he prepared a 



ux. 



fleet of one hundred gatlies, and of one hundred 
veflels, that were framed to tranfport and land 
two thoufand five hundred knights, with their 
horfes and attendants ; his vaflals of Naples and 
Germany formed a powerful army ; and the 
numb/er of Englifli crufaders was magnified to 
fixtyrthoufand by the report of fame. . But the 
inevitable, or affefted, flownefs of thefe. mighty 
prepdfrations, confirmed the ftrength and prqvi- 
fions of the more indigent pilgrims ; the muUitiide 
was thinned by ficknefs Jind deferiion, and. the 
fultry fummer of Calabria anticipated' the mi& 
chiefs of a Syrian campaign. At length the em- 
peror hoifted fail at Brundufium, with a fleet and 
army of forty thoufand men ; but he kept the fea 
no more than three days ; and bis hafty retreat, 
which was afcribed by his friends to a grievous 
indifpofition, was accufed by his. enemies as a 
voluntary and obftinate difobedience. For fuf* 
pending his vow was Frederic excommunicated by. 
Gregory the ninth ; for prefuming, . the next 
year, to accomplifli his vow, he was again ex- 
communicated by the fame pope'^ While he 
ferved under the banner of the crofs,' a crufade 
was preached againd him in Italy ; and after-his 
return he was compelled to aflt pardon' for the 
injuries which he had fuffered. The clergy and 
military orders of Paleftine were* previoufly in- 
Ilrueted to renounce his communion and difpute 
■ , < 

^9 Poor Muratori krows what to ijiink, but knows not what to fajr, 
«• Chino qui il cano,'^ &c. p^'322, 

his 
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fcis"" commands ; arid in hk own kingdom, the ^ ",^ •*• 
enrperor was forced to confent that the orders of 
rthe camp fhould be ifiued in the name of God 
and of the Chriftian republic. Frederic entered 
Jerufaleiii in triunlph ; and with his own bands 
^for no prieft would perform the office) he 
tck)k the crown from the altar of the holy 
^fepuicbre. But the patriarch caft an interdi^ on 
the church which his prefence had profaned; 
and the knights of the hofpital and temple in- 
formed the fultan how eafily he might be furprifed 
and flain in his unguarded viiit to the river Jor- 
dan. In fuch a ftate of ianaticifm ^ and fadion, 
viftory- was hopelefs and defence was difficult; 
bat the conclufion of an advantageous peace may 
be imputed to the difcord of the Mahometans, 
and their perfonal efteem . for the charader of 
Frederic. The enemy of the church is accufed of 
maintaining with the mifcreants an intercourfe of 
hofpitality and friendftiip, unworthy of a Chrif- 
tian ; of defpifing the barrennefs of the land ; and 
of indulging a profane thought, that if Jehovah 
had fecn the kingdom of Naples, he never would 
have felefted Paleftine for the inheritance of 
his chofen people. Yet Frederic obtained from 
the fultan the reftitution of Jerufalem, of Bethlem 
and Nazareth, of Tyre and Sidon: the Latins 
were allowed to inhabit and fortify the city ; an 
equal code of civil and religious freedom was 
ratified for the feftaries of Jefus and thofe of 
Mahomet ; and, while the former worfliip- 
ped at the holy fepulchre, the latter might pray 

15 . and 
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and preach in tbe mofch of the temple"*, ftom 
whence the prophet undertook his no£binial 
journey to heaven. The clergy deplored this 
fcandalous toleration; and. the weaker Moflems 
were gradually expelled ; but every rational ob* 
]c&, of the crufades waa accompliflied without 
bloodflied ; the churches were reftored, the mo- 
naderies were replenilhed ; and in the fpace of 
fifteen years, the Latins of Jerufalem exceeded the 
number of fix thoufand. This peace and profpe- 
rity, for which they were ungrateful to their bene- 
fa£tor, was terminated by the irruption of the 
iDf afion of ftrange and favage hords of Carizmians ''• Flying 

tofaw "*' ^^^^ ^^ ***"** ^^ ^^^ Moguls, thofe (hepha-ds rf 

A.D. the Cafpian rolled headlong on Syria; smd the 

'*^^* union of the Franks with the fultans of Aleppo, 

Hems, and Damafcus, was infufficient to ftem the 

violence of the torrent. Whatever ftood agaixift 

them, was cut oflF by the fword, or dragged into 

captivity ; the military orders were almoft ester* 

minated in a fmgle battle ; and in the pillage of 

the city, in the profanation of the holy fepulchre, 

the Latins confefs and regret the modefty and dif- 

cipline of the Turks and Saracens. 

Si. totttt. Of the fe ven crufades, the two lad were under* 

fikthcru* taken by Louis the ninth, king of France ; who 

^^ loft his liberty in Egypt, and his life on the coaft 

90 The clergy artfully confounded the moCch or church of th« 
temple with the holy fepulchre, and their wilful error has deceived 
both Vertot and Muntori. 

91 The iiruption of the Carixmiansy or CprafmiiUt it related by 
Matthew Paris {p. 546, i47')> *^^ ^X Joinville* Nangis, and the 
Arabians (p. Ill, ssa. 1919 191. 518. 530. }• 

of 
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of Africa, Twenty-eight years after his death, ^^^*'* 
he was canonized at Rome.; and fixty-five mira* ^«*-s.-«i«^ 
cles were readily found, and folemnly attefted, to ^"h?* 
julHfy the claim of the royal faint •*. The voice 1*54. 
of hiftory renders a more honourable teftimony, 
that he united the virtues of a king, an hero, and 
a man ; that his martial fpirit was tempered by 
the love of private and public juftice; and that 
Louis was the father of his people, the friend of 
his neighbours, and the terror of the infidels. 
Supdl^ition alone, in all the extent of her 
baleful influence''', corrupted his underftanding 
and his heart ; his devotion (looped to admire 
and imitate the begging friars of Francis and 
Dominic ; he purfued with blind and cruel zeal 
the enemies of the faith ; and the befl: of kings 
twice defcended from his throne to feek the ad- 
ventures of a fpiritual knight-errant. A monkifli 
hiftorian would have been content to applaud the 
moft defpicable part of his charafter; but the 
noble and gallant Joinville'*, who (hared th« 

friend- 

9* Read, if yon can, the life tnd mtraclca of St. XxHiis^ by the 
con feflor of queen Margaret (p. as>i*-5i3. Joinvill-, du Louvre). 

91 He believed all that mother church taught (joinviile, p. io.)f 
but hf: cautioned Join vi lie ag«inft diTputing with infid«Js. 
** L*omme lay (faid he in his old language) quand il •! medire de 
** la loy Chreitienne, ne doit pas de^endre la loy Creftienne ne 
** mais que de Tefp^e, dequoi il doit dor.ner parmi le Tentre dedena, 
** tant comnte elle y peut cntrcr" (p, la.). 

94 i have two editions of Joinvilie, the one (Paris, i68S) moft 
valuable for the Obfervations of Ducange ) the other (Harts au 
Louvre, 176 1) moft precious for the pure and authentic text, a 
MS, of which has been recently difcovered. The laft editor proves, 
Uiat the hiftory of St. Louis was tiniftied A. D. 1309, without ex- 
pUinv>g;, or even admiring, the age or the author, which muft 

hava 
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CHAP, ffiendihip and captivity of Louis, has traced 
<«^>^-^' with the pencil of nature the free portrait of his 
virtues as well as of his failings. From this inti- 
mate knowledge, we may learn tp fufpedt the poli- 
tical views of depreiling their great vaiTals, which 
are fo often imputed . to the royal authors of the 
crufadeSv Above all the princes of the middle 
ages, Louis the ninth fuccefsfully laboured to re- 
ftore the prerogatives of the crown ; but it was at 
home, and not in the Eaft, that he acquired for 
himfelf and his pofterity; his vow was th&refult 
of enthufiafm and ficknefs ; and if he were the 
promoter, he .w?s likewife the viftim, of this holy 
madnefs. For the invafion of Egypt, France was 
exhaufted of hjer troops and treafures ; he co- 
vered the fea of Cyprus with eighteen hundred 
. fails ; the moft modell enumeration amounts to 
fifty tboufand men} and, if we might trud his 
own confelGon, as it is reported by Oriental vani* 
ty, he difembarked nine thoufand five hundred 
horfe, and one hundred and thirty thoufand foot, 
who performed their pilgrimage under the fliadow 
of his power ". 
He takes In complete armour, the oriflamme waiving be- 
^A**!)*' ^^^^ ^™» Louis leaped foremoft on the beach; 
i249> 8tnd the flrong city of Damietta, which had coft 
his predeceflbrs a ,fiege of fixteen months, was 
abandoned on the firft aflault by the trembling 
Moflems. But Damietta was the firfl: and the laft 
' of his conquefts ; and in the fifth and fixth cru- 

have exceeded Dinety years (Preface, p. xi. Obfcrvations de Du- 
caoge, p. 17.). 
95 JoiavUlcy p. 31, Arabic Extracts, p. 549* 

fades. 
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fades, (he fame caufes, ilmofl; on the fa^e ground, chap. 
were produSlve of fimilar calamities K After a 
ruinous delay, which introduced into the camp 
the feeds of an epidemical difeafe, the Franks ad- 
vanced from the fea-coaft towards the capital of 
Egypt, and ftrove to furmount the unfeafonable 
inundation of the Nile, which oppofed their prq- 
grefs. Under the eye of their intrepid monarch, 
the barons arid knights of France difplstyed their 
invincible contempt of danger and/difcipline : his 
brother, the count of Artois, ftormed with incon- 
fiderate valour the town of Maflbura ; and . the 
carrier pigeons announced to the inhabitants of 
Cairo, that all was loft. But a foldier, wdio 
afterwards ufurped the fceptre, rallied the flying 
troops : the main body of the Chriftians was ^far 
behind their vanguard ^ and Artois was over- 
powered and flain. A Ihower of Greek fire was 
inceflantly poured on the invaders ; the Nile was 
commanded by the Egyptian gallies, the open 
country by the Arabs ; all provifions were inter- 
cepted ; each day aggravated the ficknefs and fa^* 
mine; and about the fame time a retreat was 

r 

found to be neceifary and impradicable. The 
Oriental 'writers confefs, that Louis might have 
efcaped, if he would have deferted his fubjeds : 
he was made prifoner, with the greateft part of 
his npbles i all who could not redeem their lives 

The laft editors have enriched their Joinville with large and 
curioua extra^s from the Arabic biftorians, Macrizi, Abuifeda» 
&c« Sec likewife Abulpharagtus (Dynaft. p. 31a— ^ss*)* who 
calls him by the corrupt name of Rtdefrtns, Matthew Paris (p. 6S39 
6S4«) has dercribcd ttie rival folly of the Frencb and Engliih wh9 
fought and fell at Mi^oura* 

• Vol. XI. M by 
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CHAP, by ftrvicc ;or • janforo, ,were.jighuiw|nJj; roaff^ 
v.-»v-^ cred} an4 thV walls of . Cairo .were decorated 
HUcaj,. ^jjjj 3 g}rj.fg of qhriftian heads". The king 

Egypt. of France was load^ with chaUis : . but the 
1150! generous viftor, a great jgraqdfoja of the brother 

April 5.— of Saladin, fent a robe of honour to hi& royal 
captive ; and his deliverance, with that of his 
foldiers, was obtained by the reftitutionr of Da^ 
mietta •' and the paytnept .of four . hundred thou- 
fand. pieces of gojd. ,.Jin a foft and luxurious 
climate, the degenerate children qf . the .con>pa> 
nions of Noureddijp and, Saladin were incapable of 
.tefifiing the flower of European chiyalry : they tri- 
umphed by tlie arms of their flaves or Mamalukes, 
the hardy natives oF Tartar y, who at ^ tender age 
had been purchafed pf Jthe Syrian merchants, and 
were ieducated in the camp and palagc of the ful- 
tan. But Egypt foon afforded a new example of 
the danger of prsetonan bands j and the rage of 
thefe ferocious animals^ who had. been let loofe 
on the ftrahgers, was provoked to devour their 
benefaftor. In the pride of conqueft, Touran 
Shaw, the laft of his race, was murdered by his 
Mamalukes; and "the nipft daring of theaflaflins 
entered the chamber .of the captive king, with 
drawn fcymetars, arid" xheir hands imbrued 

*7 Savary, in his agreeable lettre? fur TEgypte, hat given m dCf 
(ctrption of Pamietra (torn. i. Uttre xxiii. p. a74-- a^o.)* and a 
narrative of the expedition of St. Louis (xxv. p. 306^350.). 

9» For the ranfom of St. Louis, a million of byzanti was allced 
and granted I but the fultan^s generoHty reduced that Aim to Soo,ooo 
byxants, which are valued by Joinvillc at 400,000 French Uvies of fail 
own time, and expreiTed by Matthew Paris by loo^ooo raaiics of (ilver 
(Dueangr, Difltrtation XX. fur JoindUe). 

ia 
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ik\he blood cyf- their fiiltan. The firmnefs* olf c ha p. 
Lotrib commanded their rcFpeft*'; their avarice ^■**-^"W 
prevailed over ci^uehy arid zeal j the treaty was 
aiccompliihed ; and the king of France, with ttie 
relics of his army, was permitted to etribark for 
Paleftirie. He wafted four years within the walU • 
of Acre, unable to vifit Jerufaletn, and' unwilling 
to return without glory to his native country. 

The memory of his defeat excited Louis, after 
lixteen years of wifdom and repofe, to undertake 
the feventh and laft of the crufades. His finances 
were reftored, his kingdom was enlarged ; a new 
generation of warriors had arifen, and he embarked 
with frefh confidence at the head of fix thou- 
fand horfe and thirty thoufand foot. The lofs of 
Antioch had provoked the enterprife : a wild 
hope of baptifing the king of Tunis," tempted 
him tofteer for the African coaft ; and the report 
of an immenfe treafure reconciled his troops to 
the delay of their voyage to the Holy Land. In- Hit de«th 
flead of a j)rofeIyte, he found a fiege'; the French before Tu. 
panted and died on the burning fands ; St. Louis feventh 
expired in his tent; and no fooner had he clofed ^^^^^ 
his eyes, than his ion ana fucceuor g^ve the: figaal' i*7«i 
of the retreat '"•. *♦ It is thus," %s a lively ^"«- *** 

99 Tlie iSt^tf thre emtrs to chufe Louis for their fultan, is ferioudy 
attefted by JoinvtUe (p. 77, 78.),And does not appear to me fo abfurd 
as to Mr de Voltaire (Hill^ Oenenley torn. ii. p« 3^6, 387.). 'i*hc 
Mamalukea themrctves were ftrafigerf, rebels, and equals ; they had 
fett hia valour, tbey hoped his Converfion : «nd ftidi a motion, which 
was not (econdedy might be toiade, perhaps by a fecrct Chrrftian, in 
thefir tumtiltuooa alSembty. 

, leo See the expedition in the Annuls of St. Louis, by Wiiliam de 
Nangia, p. »70— 187. and the Arabic Extra^li. p. 545^ 555. of the 
Louvre edition of JoinTilU. 

M a writ^, . 
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CHAP, writer, ^* that a Chtiftian king died near the ruquf 

v.««*vw ^^ of Carthage, waging war againft the fedaries of 

^' Mahomet, in a land to which Dido had intro* 

r duced the deities of Syria *°'-" 

The Ma- * A more unjufl: and abfurd conftitution cannot 

Qf^Egylt, b^ devifed, than that which condemns the na- 

A.D. tives.of a country to perpetual fervitude, under 

is^ijT the arbitrary dominion of Grangers and flayest 

Yet fuch has been the ftate of Egypt above five 

hundred ye^rs. The moft illuftrioua fultans of 

the Baharite and Borgite dynafties *®*, were them* 

~ Selves promoted from, the Tartar and Circaifian 

bands ; and the four-and-twenty beys^ or military 

chie£i, have ever been fucceeded, not by their 

ions, but by their fervants. They produce the 

great charter of their liberties, the treaty of Se- 

|im the firft with the republic ■*"' ; and thie Oth- 

man ♦emperor ftill accepts from Egypt a flight 

acknowledgment of tribute and fubjeftion. Witl^ 

fome breathing intervals of peace and order^ the 

two dynafties are marked as a period of rapine 

101 Voltaire^ Hift. Generale, torn. ii. p. 391 • 
«>^ The chronology of the two dynafties of Mamaluket, the Ba« 
baritet) Turks or Tartars of Kipzak, and the Borgites, ClrcafHans, is 
< ■ . IP*^". by Poeock (Prolegom. ad Abtilpharag. p. (i— -31.) and dc 
Crutgnes (toml i. p. 164— S70,) $ their hiftory from Abvlfeda* 
Macrizij Sec. to the beginning of the zv'^ century^ by the liuiie M« 
die Guignes (torn. iv. p. 110— 3a8.^. 

103 Savary, Lettres fur rfgypte* ton. ii. Ifttie xv. p. iS^—ftoS* 
I, much queftion the authenticity of this copy $ yet it ia true, that ful** 
un Selim concluded a treaty with the Circaflians or Mamalukes of 
Egypt, and left them in pofleifion of arai#» riches^ and power* See a 
new Abreg^de PHifloire Ottomane^ compofed in £gypt» and tranf* 
lated by^. Digeon (tom* i. p« 55-*-5S, Pari6» i7Si^r s^ctiriwis, 
authentic, and national biftory. 

* and 
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Md bloodfhed '**! but their throne, however ^^j^^* 
&aken, repofed on the two pillars of difcipline 
and valbar ; thdr fway extended over Egypt, 
Nubia, Arabia, and Syria ; their Mantalukes were 
multiplied from eight hundred to' twenty-five thou- 
fand horfe ; and their numbers were increafed 
by a provincial militia of one hundred and feven 
thoufand foot, and the occafional aid of fixty- 
fix thoufand Arabs "'. Princes of fuch powgr 
and fpirit could not long endure on their coaft an 
hoftile and independent nation ; and if the ruin 
of the Franks was poftponed about forty years, 
they were indebted to the cares of an unfettled' 
reign, to the invafion of the Mogolsj and to the 
occafional aid of fome warlike pilgrims. Among 
thefe, the Engliih reader will obferve the name 
of our firft Edward, who aflumed the crofs m the 
lifetime of his father Henry. At the head of a 
thoufand foldiers, the future conqueror of Wales 
and Scotland delivered Acre from a fiege ; marched • 
as far as Nazareth with an army of nine thoufand 
men ; ' emulated the fame 6f his uncle Richard ; 
extorted, by his valour, a ten years truce ; and 
efcaped, with a dangerous wound, from the dag- 

>o4 Si totum quo regnum occuparunt tempus ref^ieiasi prefertim 
quod finipropioty rqwries illud bellU, pugnis, injures, ac rapims 
j-efertum (Al Jannabi, apud Pocock^ p. xxO* '^^^ reign of Moham-^ 
raed (A«D« 131X-- >i34.i) affords an happy exceptioa (de Goignes^ > 
tom. iv« p. 2o8-*aio«). ^ 

>o5 Tiiey are now reduced to 8500 : but the ex pence of each 
Mamaluke may be rated lit 100 louis : and Egypt groans under the 
avacice and infolencc of thefe ftrtngers (Voyages de Volney, torn. i« 
p. 89 — xS/.). 

M 3 gcr 
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c HA p. ger of a fanatic affajfin ••*• ' Attti<>ch' •*% whofc 
^-^-^''w fituation had been lefs expofed .to the cabrmitiei 

Antioch ^^ ^^ ^^^^ ^^"^^ ^** finally occupied; and ruined 
A.D. ' by Bondocdar, or Bibars, . fuitan of Egypt and 

jttBcV»\ Syria; the Latin principality was extihguiihed ; 
and the firft feat of the Chriftian na^ie was dif* 
peopled by the fidughter of feventeen, and the! 
captivity of one hundred, thoufa^nd of hrr inha«: 
hitants. The maritime towns of Laodicea, Ga- 
bala, Tripoli^ Berytus, Sidon, Tyr^, . and Jaffa, 
and the ftronger . caftles of the Hofpitalers and 
Templars, fucceiEvely fell*;, and the whole exig- 
ence of the Franl^^ was ^ (Confined to the city and 
colony of 3t- John of Acre, which is fometimes 
defcribed by the more claiGc utle of Ptolemais. 

After the lofs of Jerufalem, Acre "'•,. which is 
diftant about feventy . mile^; became the metro- 
polis of the Latin Chriftians, and was adorned 
with ftrong and ftately buildings, with aqiiedu&s, 
on artificial port, and a double wall. The popu- 
lation , was iacreafed by ' the inceflant dreams of 
pi^rims and fugitives t in tbe.paufec;. ofhoftility, 

ic6 Se^ Cartels Hiftory of England, vol. ii. p. 1/^5^-175. and 
hit original antHora, Thomaft Wilkes and 'Watter Heraingford 
(I. lit. e. 349 35*)* ^'* Oalc*8 ColleAion (turn. ii« p. 97. 5S9— 59a.)* 
Tbsy are both igoorani of the princef^ Eleaoor^t piety in Tuck. 
if g the poifoMd woundj and faving her huibaod at the riik of htr 
own life* 

f«7 $^mitu¥> Secret, Fiddium Criicie, J»iii, '(i^' xii. c. 9. an^ 
4e Guignes, Hift* dca Hunt, tom. iv. p. 143. from the Arabic 
btftorians. 

>oS The Hate of Acre ia rrpreiented in all the cbroniclea tfi the 
timcf, and moft accurately in John yilboi^ 1. vii. c. 144* in Mora* 
tin^iy Scriptorcs Reium Italicatttin,ton», xiti. p. 337^ 35s* 

the 
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the trade of the Eaft and Weft was attrafted to' c hj^.i? 
this cortvenieirt! ftation ; and the market could' 
dffet the proddde of every clime and' the inter-' 
preters of every rongue. Biit in this conflux bt 
nations, every vice was 'propagated arid pra£l;ired':* 
of all the difciples of Jefus and . ^Mahdrngt; xhe^ 
iflali smd female inhabitants of Acre were efteeiiied ; 
tfie'moft corrupt ; nor could the abufe ' of reli- 
,gfen be cofrefted by the difcipHne of law. The^ 
city had many fovereigns, and no government. • 
The kings of Jerufalem and Cyprus, of the houfe 
of Lufignan, the princes of Antioch, the counts 
of Tripoli and Sidon, the great mafters of the 
hofpital, the temple, and the Teutonic order, 
the republics ^df Venice, Genoa, and Pifa, ,the ; 
pope's legate, the kings of France and England,. ' 
afliimed ah independent command ; feventeen tri- \ 
buhals exercifed th^ power of life and death j^ 
etSry crlniinal was protected in the adjacent quaf. 
terj and th^ perpetual jealoufy of the nations ! 
often tfurff'/orth inaflts of violence and blooS.. 
Some- advetiturers, who difgraced the ehfigh of 
the crofs, compenfated their want of pay ty the 
plunder of ^ the Mahometan villages : nineteen 
Syrian merchants, who traded under the public 
faith, were defpoiled and hanged by the Chrif- 
tians ; and the denial of fatisfadion juftified the 
arms of the fultan K|ialil. He marched againft 
Acre, at the head of fixty thoufand horfe and 
one hundred and forty thoufand foot : his train 
of artillery (if I may ufe the word) was numerous 
and weighty i the feparate timbers of a fingle 
engine were tt;anfported in one hundred waggons ; 
and the royal hiftorian Abutfeda, who fetved with 

M,4 th* 
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the troops of Hamah, was tumfelf a fpe^for of 
the holy war. Whatever might be the vices of 
the Franks, their courage was rekindled by ea;^ 
tbufiafm and defpair ; but they were torn by the . 
difcord of feventeen chiefs^ and overwhelmed on 
The loft all fides by the powers of the fultan. After a 
and^die ^^g^ ^^ thirty- three days, the double wall wa£ 
^*y forced by the Moflems ; the . principal tow^r 
A.b. yielded to their engines ; the Mamalukes. qiade^a 
K^y Vs\ g^^f ^'^ aflault ; the city was ftormed ; an4 death 
or flavery was the lot of fixty thoufand Chrif- 
tians. The convent, or rather fortrefs, of ^he 
Templars fended three days longer; but the 
great mafter was pierced with an arrow ; and, of 
five hundred knights, only tea were, left alive, 
lels happy than the vi^ims of the (word, if they 
lived to fuffer on a fcaSbld i;i the unjuft and crud 
profcription of the whole prdpr. The kinj of 
Jerufalem, the patriarch, aiid tjie great :mafter of 
the hofpital, effeded their retreat. tQ ihe ibore; 
but th^ fea was rough, the v^iflels. ]ifere infuffi* 
cient^; land great numbers of the fugUive;& were 
drowned before fhey CQukJ reach the ifle of Cy- 
prus, which might comfort Lufignan. for the 1q£s 
of Paleftine. By thp convnand of the (ultan, the 
churches and fortifications of the Latin cities were 
demolifhcd; a motive of avarice or fear ftill 
opened the holy fepulchre to fome devout and 
defencelefs pilgrims ; and a ihournful and folitary 
filence prevailed along the coaft whi(;b had fo long 
refounded with the ^yoRLD's debatje '**'. 

iP9 Seethe final expttlfion of ihe Franks, in sinum*. K iii.' p. xii, 
e. ii«-ift. A^ilMni'M^cntit&c^ iade Quignes, tonu iu p« t(4%» 
l6^t ancl Vcrtoty tqjn. L I. iii» p. 407 — ^.xS. 1 ' 
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CHAP. LX. 

Scbifm cfihe Greeks and Latins. — State qfCanJian^ 
tinople. — Revolt if the Bulgarians •--rljfaac An^ 
^elus dethroned hy "biji brother Alexius. — Origin 
of the Fourth Crufade.— Alliance of the 'Frencb\ 
and Venetians with the Son of Ifaac.^^Theirna* 
val expedition to ConJiantihople.^^Tbe two Sieges 
and final Conquejh of the City by the Latins. 
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HE reftoratioa of the Weftem empire by chap. 
Chatlemagne, was fpeedily followed by the'\ ^^i^ 
feparatioB of the Greek and Latin churches '• A Schifm 

' religious and national animofity ftill divides the orccku 
two largefl: communions of the Ghriftism world ; 
add the fchifm of Conftantinople, by alienating 

• her moft ufeful allies, and provoking her mod 
dangerous enemies, has precipitated the decline 
and fall of the Roman empire in the Eaft. * 

In the couffe of the prefent hiftory, the aVer- ij^^.^ 
fion of the Greeks for the Latins has been often a^rerfion 
vifible and confpicuous. It was originally de- i^tlns* 
rived from the difdain of fervitude, infiamed, ' 
after the time of Conftantine, by the pride of 
equality or domhiion ; and finally exafperateil by . 
the preference which their rebellious fubje£ts had 

I In the fuccefliTe centuries, from the ix^** to the xvni^'j Mo« 
Iheim traces the fchifm of tht Greeks, with learning, dearnefs, 
and impartiality i the filiojue (Inftitut. Hil^. EedeC p. 277. )» 
Leo III. p. ^03, Fbotitts, p, y>ff 3oS. Michael Cerularins;' p* 

17Pi 37Ji &€• 
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c 'JA F. giren to the alliance • of the Franks. In every 
^>^-t^— >^ age, the Greeks were proud of their fuperioritjr 
in profane and religious knowledge : they had 
firft received the ]i^\k of ^hri^anity ; they had 
pronounced the decreesr of the feven general 
councils : they alone ^o^jfiTe^ the hn^iiage of 
fcripture and philpfophv ; ;^q^^^ fiiould the l^zx* 
barfans, irhnierfeSi in- the ^aVkWs^of the Weft% 
prefume .to argue on th? .high and royfterious 
mictions of ' theological fcienc^. Thofc Barba- 
nans defpifed in their, turn. the, refllefs and fiibtle 
levity of the OrientSils, tlie author^T -of every hc- 
refy ; .^d hlefled thdr own Omp^f f y » . ivhich was 
coi^tent to hold the ti^aditjie^ pf the apoftoltc 
church. Yet in the^ f(;venth ^cutiiry* the fynods : 
of Spain, and afterwards of jFrance^ improved or 
corrupted the Nic^e cree4> on the .myfterious 
Proeef. fubjcft of the third perfon qf jhe Trinity'. In 
^H\ ^^^ i^^8 controverfies cff.tbeEafti the nature and 
Ghoft? ^ generation of the Ghrlft had ..been , fcrppuloufly, <!♦• 
fined ; and the w^l^knowfi relatipjx of: father and. 
fon %med to convey a faint im^ge-lQ.t^^ bun^an 
mind^ iThe id^ of birth was lefs^ analogpt^ to 
the Holy Spirit, who, 'inftead of a iH^inq, gift or 
att^ibute^ was conAdered by tht^ OlthQUca, as. a 
i n.r - 1.: . t ... > • i:'-' 

TEc»r«^W //«V***'^''?X®* y-'^''/**''* .(Pkf>;- Ei»ttt.p, 4»7, edit. Mon-^ 
tacQt.). The Oriental patriaf'c'h conrtnues to apply the images of 
tkunder, earthquake, haili wild. boar, prccurfors of Anticbrift, 

t The myfterioQs fohje^ of the proceflion of the Holy Ghoft» 
it dif<;i}.(red in tbe liiftorical, thto«o$[ical, and controveiTial fenfe* 
or ^imttnkt by the Je(uit Peuviut (Dogmata TbeoWgica, torn. ii» 
1* rii* p. }6a— 440.)* 

fubftance 
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fiibftancc, a perfon, a god }; he was not ^>egottcfI, chap. 
but' in the orthodox ftyte he proceeded. Did he 
pfrdG^ed - from the Father alone, perhaps by the- 
Son ? or from the Father and the Son ? The firft 
of thefe opinions was aiTerted by the Greeks, the 
lecond by the Latins ; and the addition to the Ni- 
ceire creed of the word fiUoque^ kuidled the flan>e 
of diffzord between the Oriental and the Gallic 
churches. In the origin of the difpute, the Ro- 
man pontiffs affeded a charafter of neutrality and 
moderation ^ : they condemned the innovation^ 
but they acquiefced in the fentiment,- of their 
Tranfalpine brethren : they feemed 4^(irous of 
calling a veil of filence and charity over the fu- 
per6uou$ refearcb; and in the correfpondence of 
Charlemagne and Leo the third, the pope alTumes 
the liberality . of a ftatefman, and the prince de* 
fcends to the paflions and prejudices of a priefli ^ 
Bat the orthodoxy of Rome fpontaneoufly . obeyed 
the impulfe of her temporal policy ; and the 
JiliQque^ ^bicb Leo wiflied to erafe, was tran* 
fcribed in the fymbol and chaunted in the liturgy 
of the Vatican. The Nicehe and Athanafian. 

4 Before the ibrine of St. Peter, he pUced t^pro fhiehls of the 
weight of 94^ pounds of pure (ilver; on which he infcribcd the 
text of both creeds (utroque fymbolo), pro ainor« et cautda or- 
thodox^e fidei (An^Alai*. in Leon. III. in Muratori, torn. iii. pars i« 
p. io8.)« His language moft clearly provt:-, |h»t neitheri the filio. 
qoe^ nor the Athanaffati creed, were received at Rome about the 
year 830. 

5 The Mifli of Charlemagne prefled him to declare, that ?U 
who rejected the JiUo^ut, at leaft the do^rinr, niiift he damned* 
All» replies the pope, are not capable of reaching the altiora my- 
fteria } qui potuerit, et non voluerit, falvus efle non potest (Col- 
left. Concil. torn. ix. p. S77— »36.)« The fctsurit would leave a 
large loop-hole of (alv«tion ! • 

creeds 
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CHAP, creed* are held as the Catholic £uth, without 
^^th^Al.; which none can be faved.; and both Papifts and 
Proteftants mud now fuftain and return the ana- 
themas of the Greeks, who deny the proceffioa 
of the Holy Ghoft from the Son, as well as from 
Vtricty of ^^^ Father. Such articles of faith are not fuf- 
•cciefiafti- ceptible of treaty j but the rules of difdpline will 
piine. vary in remote and independent churches ; and 
the reafon, even of divines, might allow, that 
the difference is inevitable and harmlefs. The 
craft or fuperftition of Rome has impofed on her 
priefts and deacons the rigid obligation of celi- 
bacy; among the Greeks, it is confined to the 
biihops ; the lofs is compenfated by dignity or 
annihilated by age ; and the parochial clergy, the 
ps^Sy enjoy the conjugal fociety of the wives 
whom they have married before their entrance 
into holy orders. A queftion concerning the 
Azyms was fiercely debated in the eleventh cen- 
tury, and the effence of the Eucharift was fup- . 
po&d in the £a(l and Weft, to depend on the 
ufe of leavened or unleavened bread. Shall I 
mention in a ferioys hiflory the furious reproaches 
that were urged againft the Latins, whoy for a 
long while, remained on the defenfive ? They 
negle£ted to abflain, according to the apoftolical 
decree, from things ftrangled, and from blood : 
they fafted, a Jewifh obfervance! on the Satur- 
day of each week : during the firft week of Lent 
they permitted the ufe of milk and cheefe * ; their 

infirm 

6 In France, after fome har(her laws, t^e eceteffa(lica! difef. 
pline is now relaxed i milk^ cheefe, and butter, are become a 

perpetual. 
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infirin monks were indalged in the tafte of fleflb i chap. 
and animal greafe was fubftituted for the want of y^^m^^^ 
vegetable oil : the holy chrifm or undion in bap* 
tifm was referved to the epifcopal order : the 
bifliops, as the bridegrooms of i^hetr churches^ 
were decorated with rings; their priefts Ihaved 
their &ces» and baptifed by a fmgle immerfion* 
Such were the crimes which provoked the zeal 
o( the patriarchs of Conftantinople ; and tvhich 
were juftified with equal zeal by the dodtors of the 
J«atm church ^. 

, B^<^ry and national averGpn are powerful Ambitious 
magnifiers of every objeft pf.difpute; but the Pho't^**,^ 
immediate caufe of the fchifm of the Greeks may patriarch 

of Con 

%c, traced in the emulation of the .leading prelates^ ftantino" 
who maintained the fupremacy . of the old metro- j|J** "^^^ 
pplis fuperior to all, and of the reigning capital^ a. d. ' 
uferior to none, in the Chriftian world. About *S7— *w. 
the middle of . the ninth century, Photius ', an 
ambitious layman, the captain pf the guards and 
principal fecretary, was promoted by merit and 
£&vour t6 the more defirable office of patriarch of 
Conllantinople. In fcience, even ecclefiaftical 
fcience, he furpafled the clergy of the age ; and 

perpetual, and eggs an annual, indulgence in Lent (Vie priv6e de« 
Francois, torn. ii. p. 17 — 38.). 

7 The original monuments of the fchifm, of the charges of tiie 
Greeks againft the Latins, are depofited in the Epifties of PhotiUi 
(Epift. Encyclica, ii. p.47— 61.) and of Michael Cerularius (Canifit 
Antiq. Lefliones, torn. iii. p. i. p. 281—314. edit. Bafnage, with the 
prolix anfwer of cardinal flumbert.). 
I 8 The x^^ volume of ahe Venice edition of the Councils, con- 
tains all the a^is of the iynods, and hiftory of Photius : they are 
abridged with a faint tinge of prejudice or prudence^ by Dupin and 
Flcury. 

9 the 
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the purfty of his ihorals has ncvfer been: im- 
peached : but his ordination was bafty, his rife 
was irregular; and Ignatius, his abdicated pre^i' 
deceflfor, was yet fupported by the pubtic' com-! 
paflion and the. obftinacy of his adherents, c They 
appealed to the tribunlil of Nicholas the firft, oiie 
of the proudeft and mod afpiring of the Roman 
pontiffs, who embraced the welcome opportunity 
of judging and condemning his rival of thd Baft; 
Their quarrel was embittered by a conflict of ju- 
rifdi^ion over the king and nation of the BuU 
garians ; nor Was then* recent convtfpfion to 
Chriftianity of much avail to either prelate, uh*- 
tefs he could number the profelytes among the 
fubjefts of his power: ' Witli the aid of his coiurt 
the Greek patriarch was vidorious j but in the 
furious conteft he depofed in his turn the focceilbr 
of St. Peter, und involved the Latin churcli in 
the reproach ofherefy and fchifm. Photius fact^-^ 
ficed the peace of the' world to a (hort *id pre* 
carious reign : he fell wjith his patron, the Csefar 
Bardas ; a^d Bafil tbe^Macedonian perfofmfed' a)t 
aft of ju dice in the rcftoratiort* of Ignatius, whoft^ 
age and dignity had not beeri fiifficiently refpefl'cd.^ 
From his monaftery, or prifon, Photius folicited, 
the favour of the emperor by pathetic complaint^ 
•and artful flattery ; and the eyes of his rival were 
fcarcely clofed, when he was again reftored to the. 
throne of Conflantirtople. After the death of 
Bafil, he experienced the ^viciffitudes of courts and 
the ingratitude of a rbyal pupil: the patriarch, 
was again depofed, and in his lad foUtary hours 
he might regret the freedom -of a fecular and' 

2 ' fludious 
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.ftudidus Iffc In eadh revblutioh, the breath', ^ "j^^ ^• 
the nod, of the fovereign had! been accepted by a ^c.^.-v^ 
iubmiifive clergy ; and a fyiiod of -three hundred 
bifliops was: always prepared to bail the triumph, 
or to ft^matize ' the fall,-bf the 4ioly, or the exe- 
crable, Photioi?. By a deliifive protnife of fuc- 
ojur or reward, 'the popes were tempted to coun- 
tenance thefe various proceedings ; and the fy- 
nods of Conftantihople were ratified by their 
cpftks or legates. But the court and the people, 
Igiiatius and Photius, were equally adverfe to 
their claims ; their minifters were infulted or im- 
prifoned j the proceflion of the Holy Ghoft was 
forgotten ; Bulgaria was for ever annexed to the 
Byzantine throne ; and the fchifm was prolonged 
by the rigid cenfure of all the multiplied 6rdina- 
tions of an irregular patriarch. '• The darbnefs 
and corruption ^of the tenth century fofpeiiHed 
the intercdurfe,: without reconciling the' ihinds, 
of the two nations.' But when the Norman fword 
reftored the churches of Apulia to the jurifdidion 
of Rome,, the departing flock was warned, by a 
petulant epiflle bf the Greek patriarch, to avoid 
and abhor thd errors of the Latins. The rifing 
xnajefly of Home, could no longer brook the in- 
folence of a rebel j and Michael Ceridarius was The popet 
excommunicated ip the heart of Conftaminople nkriTthe* 
by the pope's legates. Shaking the duft from p^^narch 

' f of Con* 

t The fjrnod of Conftantinpple, held in the year tC^y ii ^ht 
Viii^i^ of the general counciU« the laft aiTembly of the £ aft which 
it recognifeU by the Roman cbureb. She reject the fynods o^ 
Conftantinople of the years 867 and 879, which were, howeTer^' 
cquali/ Dttmcrottt and aolfy 1 but they wect favourable to Pho-^^ 
titts» 

their 
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c H A p« their feet, they depofited pn the altar of St. Sofhh 
%^^^^ a direful anathema '% which emimerates the &?ea 
ftaniinopic Qiortal hcrefies of the Greeks^ and devotes the 
Grcekf, guilty teachers, and their unhappy feftaries, to the 
los^, eternal fociety of the devil and his angels. Ao 
July 1 6. cording to the emergencies of .the church and 
(late, a friendly correfpondenoe ims fometimes 
refumed ; the language of charity and conccnrd 
was fometimes affeded ; but the Greeks haw 
• never recanted theSr errors ; the popes have never 

rei^eA their fentence : and from ithis thunder^ 
bolt we may date the confummation of the fchifm« 
It was enlarged by each ambitious ftep of the Ro- 
man pontiffs : the emperors blufhed land trembled 
at the ignominious fate of their royal brethren of 
Germany ; and the people was fcandaEzol by the 
temporal power and military life of the Latin 
clergy". 

Enmity The averfiou of the Greeks and Latins was 

^^^? nouriihed and manifefted in the three firft ex« 

Greeks , 

and La. peditions to the Holy Land. Alexius Comnemis 
''"a.d. contrived the abfence at lead of the formidably 
pilgrims : his fucceflbrs, Manud and Ifaac An« 
gelus^ confpired with the Moflems lor the ruin of 
the greateft princes of the Franks) and their 
crooked and malignant policy was feconded by the 
adive and voluntary obedience of every order of 

i 

lo See this anathema in the Councils, tom.xi. p. 1457— >i46p« 
. M Anna Com mena (Aiexiad, i. i. |>. 31— 3^.) reprefents tlbe ai»- 
l^orrence, not only of the church, but of the palace, for Gregory 
VJI* the popes y ami the Latin communion. The ftyle of Cinna* 
mus and Nicetas is ftill more vehement. Yet how calm is the voice 
vl biftory compared with th<tt of pokmics i 

their 
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didr fubje^ls. Of this hoftile temper, a large ^'^.x.^* 
portion may^ doubtlefs be afcribed to the difference 
of languiage, drefs, and manners, ni^hich fevers 
and alienates the nations of the globe. The 
pride as well as the prudence of the fovereign, 
was deeply wounded by the intrufion of foreign 
armies, that claimed a right of traverfing his 
dominions, and pafling under the walls of his ca* 
pital : his fubjeds were infulted and plundered 
by the rude ftrangers of the We& ; and the hatred 
of the puiillanimous Greeks was Iharpened by 
fecret enry of the bold and pious enterprifes of the 
Franks. But thefe profane caufes of national 
enmity were fortified and inflamed .by the venom^ 
of religious zeal. Inftead of a kind embrace, an 
hofpiti^Ie reception from their Chriflian brethren 
of the Eaft, every tongue was taught to repeat the 
Btoies of fchifmatie and heretic, more odious to 
an orthodox ear than thofe of pagan and infidel : 
inftead of being loved for the general conformity of 
fidth and worihip, they were abhorred for fome rules 
of difdpline, fome queftions of theology, in which 
themfelves or their teachers might differ from the 
Oriental church. In the crufade of Louis the 
feventh, the Greek clergy wafhed and purified 
the ahars which bad been defiled by the facrifice 
of a French prieft. The companions of Frederic 
Barbaroffa deplore the injuries which they en« 
dured, both in word and deed, from the peculiar 
rancour of the bifhops and monks. Their prayers 
and fermons excited the people againfl the impious 
Barbarians; and the patriarch is accufed of de^^ 
daring, that the faithful might obtain die redemp* 
\6uXl. N lion 
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^ " X ^* ^'^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^^'^ ^"^^ '^y ^^^ ektirpatioa* df the 
^^*— '^-^ fchifmatics **. ' An cnthufiaft, named Dorotheus, 

aiarmed the fears,' and reftofed the confidence, of 
the emperor, by a prophetic affurance, that the 
German heretic, . after affaulting the gate of Bla- 
cherncs, would :be made a fignal example of the 
divinp vengeance* T{ie" paflage of thefe mighty 
armies' ikrere rare and perilous events; but the 
(irufades introduced a frequent and familiar inter- 
cowrfe- between ,the . trwo nations, which enlarged 
tbiir ' knowledge without iabatmg their prejudices* 
The La- The Wealth and luxury of Conftantinople de* 
conflln- landed the prododions of every climate : thefe 
tiiiopic: imports . were balanced, by the art and. labour of 
her numerous inhabitants ; her fitiiation invites the 
commerce of the world ; . and, in every period of 
ber exigence, that commerce has bQen in the 
hands, oi- foreigners. .After the. decfintf. of. Amali^. 
phi, the Venetians, Pifans, and Genoefe,' *intro^* 
duced their . faidories and fettlemdnts.iQto.the.ca- 
pi(!al of the empire: their •fervicesjwere/rfewardcd 

with horiours and ' iinnnmities ; they acquired the 

\ . • ' 

.»• *. »* I • 

»*• His anonyin9Us.hiAonat^ (cfc Expedit. Afiat, FredU !♦ inr|Cafi?fi| 
I^e^lion. Atit^q. tom. ili. pars ii. |». 511. edit. J^nfnage) ^ention^ 
tfjc fermons of the Greek patriarch, quoinodo' Gi^6\% *«njiinxenit 
in remiilioneni • peccatorum peregrinos occideite ^t'lU^lii^fc- dfe> tcrliiL 
Tagirfoxxbfi^ives (in Scnpiores Freher. torn. i. p. ^ogl^dit. ^truir^), 
Giceci hasreticos nos appeihnt : clerici et monacui diflis et fa6lis 
pcrfequuntiir. We may add the declaration of tht em|>eror Ba:ldwhi 
fifteen years aftefivards :. B^ec eft (gem) quff l.atinos on^net Dom 
hominum nomine, fed ' caniun dignabatur \ ' quorum, fanguinem, 
cffundere penc ix\\tv merita repiitsbant (Gefta Innocent'. Ill* c, 9«« 
in'Muratdri, Script. Rerunrr Italicartim, torn. i)i< part f. p. 536: )• 
There inay be fomeexaggeration^ but jc was as tifc^iml f off M^e afitoa 
and le-a^tioii, of" hatred. 
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l^affeffionj of .lands and houfes j .their families were chap. 
multip1k.4 y>y marriages with the natives ; and, 
after the toleration of a Mahometan mofque, ft was 
impotfibk to interdid the churches of the Roman 
fite*'* The two wives, of Manuel Comnenus ** 
were of tbfe race of the Franks ; the firft, a fifter- 
i^-law of the emperor* Conrad ; the fecond, a 
daughter of the prince of An^tioch : he obtained 
for ^hi^ j^Dii Alexius a daughter of Philip Auguftus 
kiiig dt France J * and he beftowed his own daugh- 
ter\on a marquis of Montferrat, who was edu- 
cated and. dignified in the palace of Conftanti- 
h6pie# The Greek encountered the arms, and 
^fpired to the empire, of the Weft ; he efteemed 
the valbviri and trufted the fidelity, of the Franks '*; 
their, military talents , were nnfitly recompeufed by 
the. lucrative offices of judges and treafurers; 
the policy of Manuel had folicited the alliance of 
t|ie pope J and the popular voice accufed him of 
a partial bias to the nation and religion of the 
Latins '**J. During his reign, and that of his fu^- 

. . . ceffor 

• ■ ' ■ . ...'•■ 

*S Sec Ahna Comnttna (Alexiad, I. vu p. 161, .i(i»;) and a re- 
markable paflfage ofNicetas (in NJanuel.. 1. v. c. 9.), who obferret 
of the Venetian 89 xara o-^ttm icon ^offqMg my Koty^xYnvinroMf rrtf 

14 Ducange^Fam. Bytant.^p,. 186) i87« . , 

>$ Kicetas in ManiieU 1. vii. c, 2, Regnante enim (Manuele) 
• • • • apud eum tantam Latinus pibpulus repererat gvatiam ut ne- 
gleflift Oraeculis fuis tanquam viris mollibiis et efFoeminatis, • • • • 
iblit Latin it grandia coinmitceret negotia • • • • erga eot profusE 
liberalitate abundabat • • • ex omni orbe ad eum tanquam ad bene« 
fa6lorein nobiles et ignobiles concurrebant. Willerm. Tyr. xxii* 
<, so* 

>6 The fufpicions of the Greeks would have been confirmedj 
if tbey had feen the, political eptftle^ of Manuel to pope Alexander 
J[II« the enemy of bis eaemy Frederic I, in which the emperorde- 

N a Clares 
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^ " X ^' ^^^^^ Alexius, they were cxpofed at jConftantJ- 
V— — .-•w nople to the reproach of foreigners, heretics, and 
favourites j and this triple guilt was feverely ex» 
piated in the tumult, which announced the return 
their maf- and elevation of Andronicus *^ The people rofe 
a!d. in arms; from the Afiatic Ihore the tyrant du- 
»>83. patched his troops and gallies to afBft the national 
revenge J and the hopelefs refiftance of the ftran- 
gets ferved only to juftify the rage, and fliarpen 
the daggers, of the aflaffins. Neither age, nor 
fex, nor the ties of friendfhip or kindred, could 
fave the viftims of national hatred, and avaricej 
and religious . zeal : the Latins were flaughterea 
iQ their houfes and ia the ftreets ;. their quartei^ 
was reduced to aflies j the clergy were burnt iii 
their churches, and the fick in their hofpitals ; 
and fome eflimate may be formed 'of the flain 
from the clemency which fold above four thoii- 
fand Chriftians in perpetual flavery to the Turks. 
The priefts and monks were the loud^d and moft 
active in the deftrudion of the fchifmatics; and 
they chaunted a thankfgiving to the Lord, when 
thfi head of a Rdraian cardinal, thepope*^ legate, 
was fevered from his body, fattened to the tail of 
a dog, and dragged, with favage mockery, through 
the city. The more diligent of the ftrangers had 

retreated, on the firft alarm* to . thlejr veffels, and 

• • • . « 

Clares hi« wifli of uniting fire Greeks anct Ltitins a« one flock 
tmder one fliephcrd, &c. (See Ficui^*, Hift.EccltfJ tohi. xv. p. X87. 
113.5:43.) ' 

•7 Sec ihe Greek and Latin narratives in Nicetas (in AT^xfo 
Comneno, c. 10.) and William of Tyre (I. x:iii'^ t. 10, 11, i2> i3.>| 
the lirft Mrand concife, the (tc<nid l<>iid, do^iotisy'aiid tragical. 

. ' '* cfcapcd 
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.cfcapBd through the lielje^nt from the feene 6f ^ ha. p.; 
Wood, In:<heir flight, th^y burnt and ravaged >— v^w 
two hundr^; miles of the ^a-coail; inflicted 9 
fevere revenge on the guiltlefs fubje6l$ of the em^* 
pire; (Ufirkfid the priefts a^ad moniks, 2($ (hejr pe-^ 
culiar eoeoues; and compenfated, by. the acCu- 
myladon of plunder, the Ipfs of their property 
^d fdend«. On their return^ they expofed to 
Itflly and Europe the weahh and weaknefs, ithe 
peffidy and maijce, of the Greeks, whoft vices 
W^fe pajnted as the genvHn^ charaders of,herefy 
atfd fcbifm.. The fcruples of the firft cruCader* 
bad negle<3ed the faireft opportunities of focur** 
ing9 by the pdfeffion of Conftantiilople^ the way 
to the Holy Land : a domeflic revolution invitedr 
and alfmdft <iompeUed, the French and Venetians 
tp aCchteve the conqueil of the Roman empire of 
th& eaft* ' 

In 'the fems of the Byzantine princes, I have Ketgnand 
exhibited the bypocrify and ambition, the ty- ^^ j*j?^^*^ 
ranny' and fall» of Andronicus, the lafl: male of Angeius 
ihe Comnenian family who reigned at Conftanti- tits'-^ 
abple. The revolution, which caft him headlong ><95f 
from the throne^ iaved. and exalted Jfaac An%; ^i'^* '^* 
gdus'% who defcended by the . female^ from the 
fame imperial dynafty« The fucceflbr of a fe- 
cond Nero lai^t bave fo^nd it! an eafy taik to 
ddierve the eflseni and a^edion of his fubjeds ; 



» 

. «« The hiftory of the reign ef Ifaac AngHus is compofed, in three 
boojl^s, by the fenator Nketas (p« 2%S«->i9o.} \ and his offices of logo- 
tiiete^ or principal fecretaiyj and judge of t)ie veil or palace, could not 
iMTibc the imfiartiality of the hiilorian* He v^iotei it is true, after the 
f<ill 9pd death of hit benefaflor. 

N 3 they 
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CHAP, they fometimes had rcafon to regret the admtn!*? 
firaiion of AndronicuS. The found and vigorous 
mind of ihe tyrant was capable of dlifcerning the 
connexion between his own and the public inw 
tered ; and while he was feared by all who could 
infpire him with fear, the unfufpcfted people, and 
the temote provinces, might blefs the inexorable 
juftice of their mafter. But his fucceflbr was 
vain and jealoufe of the fupreme powers, which he 
vanted' courage and abilities to exercife ; hia 
vices were pernicious, fts virtues (If he poffeffed 
any virtues) were ufelefe to mankind j and the 
Gr^ks, who imputed their calamities to ^id neg^* 
ligence, denied him the merit of any trablient^on 
accidental benefits of. the. times. ' Ifaard -Jlept on 
the throne, and was' awakened opljr by ^ the found 
of pleafure : vihis vac^ilt hours xirere amufed . by 
comedians and bufibons, and even to thefe/bi^ 
foons 'tha emperor was ^ \odbje(^ mE, contenapt ^ 
his feafls^aahd. buildings exceeded. .: the exam^ 
pies ofi rbyab luxury ;" the number: of his; eu- 
nuchs and : xldmeftics amouilted to twentyoihotrV 
land ; add a 'daily foni . of four! thou&nd pouqds 
of filver. would (Well to four miUions .ftedihg^the 
annualc expence of his houfehold and iable« His 
poverty was relieved by. oppreffion ; and the public 
difcontent was inflamed by equal abufes in the 
coUedion, and the application|» of ..the revenue. 
While the Greeks numbered the days of their 
feryitucje,^ a flattering prophet, whom he rewarded, 
with the dignity of patriarch, aflured him qf a 
long and viclbriotis reign of thirty-twei years; 
during which he fliould extend his fyt^ay to mount 

Jj^ibanus^ 



LfbBft»sQvAia^fi4 fciiqtwfli bcyrad'^AB Eophwitesi c v-a v. 
^l^hU (Mfib^ to^^s^iht >a6totnpIUhm6ntIof ^^^^^^ 
iiie'^pikidi^M,3^sla:i^leliBi(i an^cfcaiiidaldQXi cmi^ 

holy lepiifldiM|£^nd'ctnL|^opg»(b amfpS^bofivio 3iid 

ilefeiiffive 'skagtie aHiirithotfa^^bneisnp of ihe!:G{iriAion 
«iaine^oilii>iriB(b hmteortliyufaaQdb, loi^ IffLzi':^^ 

nn-ttmU^ i|itbQ£bxA.\i'Th&^iffind^MvCy{»ia^^ 
fiaitte exdkeai tbe Idioms jof-rdf^aDceuIsindbipjeaifiii^ 
•^ds 'ufQ>p9dvby 4iiritaih;efal;e;^& Cbmnniiiaopeboemi 

4to b(Mre:^^l.di}g(ian^ u irich otinipeidiltiofl foi^riit 

•nrtSrto b€B][buc«b£ tfae.moniu-chyv ^and thiiH&tj Revolt of 
-cf itbe j^fapittlyiAere dedp^' -waoiided .. by die Ttc vqtt ga ^an J 
-cEitbciiBuij^dQbnsi aaflki Wabichians.'. . .Since &t ^-^^ 
SBiftQfjoqfslheixfocoifai 35afd, 1^^ ' "^ 



'daaAmti'bfQ^ Byzantmficprioces ;' ^ bot-no lelSul- 
tibl nxtfafuiSs ^hadl .been adoptod^ita iflipefeb-thc 
l^^bke Gi^brSh axdd . htannqi's jdolithefti fav%e . tjifiasi 




royal nuptials ; and their fierce warriors were &^^ 
TaTpdratea by^tlitf^deniaroPeqM ratik M^piy 

-X^ i ,'4i. b« f.ji' .i;.iI».V- ... i^ r • .' ' o • .^-'^ ; j 

., ;«9 See Bf^w4?9ft %*; Salaam, pj 1191— x 31 . »»,$. vcff, SplJUjtfPf; 
^abk lapjg/uagMj^ ^ r^jry irvftaiKe in^thpfi; tijroes* l^js cmb^flkj w^r^ 
4a} in the Weft. "■ •.,-»>.! 

N 4 ijl 
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in tbe mintary ftirno^ ; Fiter mi Afu> tmr^ pev^ftf^ 
ful chiefs, of the nee of tbe anct^t kings *\ 
afiertad their own rights and tbe.n^Mial free^^ 
dom: their demoniac impoftors' tptocbimtd to 
the crowd, that their glorious patron St. Dane« 
trius had for eyer deierted the M^aufe..of the 
Gveeks ) and Ac conflagration f^otd.ifrom the 
banks, of the Danube to the hills of -Macedonia 
and Thraoe* After ibme &int e&cta^ I&ac Ani* 
gelds and his tnrother acquiefced in.lheir inde^ 
pendence $ and the Imperial troops ^brr foon dis- 
couraged by the bones of their feUow^fii^Keni^ 
that were fcattered along the pafies of moiiub^Hai* 
mus. By the arms and policy of Jdm or Joan^ 
nices, the fecond kingdom of Bulgaria was firmly 
eftablilhed. The fubtle Barbarian Cent an em« 
baflfy to binocent the third, to acknowledge hiton 
felf a genuine fon of Room in defocfeit-a])d reiU 
gion ^ ; and hund)ly received from the ^pope^ the 
licence of coining money, the rdyal titles nnd z 
-Latin archbifhop or patriarch, llie i VatiQan . e^ 
ulted in the fpiritual conqneft df Bulgaria, thft 
£rft object of the fchifm ; and if the Q^eks coiM 

icpocange^ Familix Datniaticapy p. |x8, 319^ %%p, T^ orj* 
ginal correfpondenee of the 'Bulgarian king aiid' t!ft Jt^ittan pdrf« 
ti^, it infcHbed m the Gefta Iiitweent^ IIL ^i^^ 4d--4ft. p. 5ts«» 

^' The pope acknowledges hit pedigreen, a nobtii iprbts Rovqb 
prorapi& genitores tui originem traxerunt* ^ Thit tra'ditioiij an(| 
the ftropg^ refemblance of tbe Latin and Wallachian idiooBt, is ex* 
(lainej;! by M. 'd*AnvilIe (Etats de rEurope, p. ts%^%6^.). Hie 
ttklihn colonies of the Dacia of Trajan were fwepi iway by tht 
iide of emigration fr6m the Danube to the Volga, and broug^ 
back t>y another wave frotti the Volga f9 die Di^ii^he. Poipble^ 
but ftrange I 
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hsave prefeiVfd the prefogackes ef th^ <hurcbt chap.. 
ijtgf woi)M gladly have i^figaed the rights of t}ie w^-w 
»C|!a«chy> 

. Tjbe Bulgarians were hulUcious enough: to {>ray ufurpa* 
for ithe loiig life gf I&ac Angelus, the fureft ^.f afr 
pledge of their freedom and profperity* Tet of Aiextut 
their diiefsef^uld. involve in the fame indifcrimi* ^a!o/ 
dite coaiempt^ the fiunily and nation of the em* />95-- 
peron ^^ In all the Gred^/' faid Afim to his Apr^a V. 
troops^ /^ the fame climate, and character, imd 
^* education^ will be pr9du€tive of the fame Ir^ks. 
^^ JBdhpM . my lance/^ continued the warrior^ 
^^Mid the long ftreamtt'e that float in the wind* 
<^ jThey diSkr only in colour } t)vy are formed of 
^^ the fame filk, and faihittied by the iapi^ work* 
'^ man f nor has the ftripe that is ftained in puiv 
^Vple, any fuperior price or value above it^ fel« 
*^lpw«.**/' Several of.thefe candidates for th^ 
pw^le fucceffively rofe and .fell under the einpire 
oltlfaac ; a general who.ha4 repdUkd tbe^fets of 
Sieily, wu driven to revoli a|id ruip by t^ ia- 
gratitude of the prjficej apA hU luxurious repofe 
w^as dift.urbed by Jecret copfp^acies and pc^ular 
infurreftions. The emperor was fayed by , accl- 
dent, or the fqerit of his iervants: he was at 
length opprefied by an ambitious brother^, whq, 
£^ t^e hope of a precarious diadeni, forgot the 
obligations of nature, of loyalty, and of firiend- 
lhip^^ While Ilaac in the Xhraciaa valUes pur- 
■ fued 

It Tills parable Ti in the bed lavage ftyle $ but T wiih the Wa. 
)ach had not introduced the daflic name of MyTians, the expert-. 
|nent of *the magnet or loadftone^ and the paiTage of an old comic 
poet (NicctaSy in Alex. Comneno, 1. i. p« 299, 300.). 
■ $1 The Latini aggravate the ingratitude of Alexius^ by Aippof- 

ing 



CHAP. fiAfd the ldle'Wd-«iH<ary'i[<!eafifFes-^ ch'aftfe,' 

the purple, by the unanimous fuflFrart^^df'<Me 
csLTnpi' tfiis eti^itiil and the clefgy'-iAdHl^ibdci^ to 
their choifce; and the vaWiTty ^ of tf^ rf«fIfov*eigtt 
rejeaed-th^^Hrifemejo^fcfe fothVrii^foi'-the lofty zsii 
roygfl af^ll&fion «^%Ii«^' Cdmil^j^h;fdcei> Oxl^^hii 
deffiicable' ch&t^^rbrof liafte; t bire- tfidutt^ad 
the kngU^ge of ! contempt ; • aiUdl-tan' dhly.iftdd] 
<h&t in a ydign dF eight y^ars, the b^ifir 'Ale^t^s ^ 
wis iupFfort^* S^ thd msfeliline Vi<:;esc«f 'hi^irifd 
EuphtoTvAe.' th6^fl#ft intelligence of hife'1fril>i(fcaS 
cori^y^ to the laM^itnp^rM by ttl^liofti)^ ifpt&, 
tihd pdrluit off; 4fee <gttttridi^ ntio^ Idng^ his' o\rn ; 
he fled' before l)l^k>itflk>i^e fifty miles as t fiair:j§ 
Stagyta b Maceddifttfi ;^lbut t4i^ feigtiive, without 
an objdft or a fdlRm^r, vas arrefted,' brought 
bact tb ConftafitiHoj^J deprf^ad of his eyeifc,. :jintt 
tbnfUfed ih^W 'tohefoiii^oibti^ On ^icanty^QlfWr 
ance^^bifeaci^d'ViM.''^At tb^ motnem d^the 
tevoMion; his^ fbfi'^ itfexMs^c^^botn ^he^ edut^^d 
in lihfe hope 'of» etaplWf was ^wdve years df'afge« 
He :-«Ws^fpar^d^-'byq(He\ifarptet',Y to 

attetid(^iii^ ti^Wn^F bWfJt'^ih ^e^'ie andC war? ' but 




jcaptivity. This pathetic tale. had doubtlefs been repeated at Ve« 
pice aodl^arai but I ,d9 not readily difcover its grounds, in, the 

Greek hiftorians. * *^ . . • , . , 

«4 See thcreign of Alemus Angfllus^ or ^^guu;!^ s,.fip ^e^thiep 
books ofNicetas, p. 191-351. * -^ ,,;;-, . 
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he elii'ded i]\t fearch/'cif his ' enemies, 'paffed tire ^\^^* 
Hellefpont, and fquncj ^ fecure rfefuge in the lili v^-i-/-^ 
;6F'!9icily, ; After fainting the thf efliold/ of * th^ 
iapcfftles, arid' imploring the prdteftion of * popfe 
Innocent the third; 'Alexius accepted the kind 
invitofron of hS^Met- 'Irene,^ ifhe wife of Philip of 
Si^bia, kiiig'^di thb'Rdntan^. ^But^ in his paflage 
through It^tyV 'he' heard 'th^tj the flower of Weft} 
em chivalf^r was aflembled at Veriice for the delf- 
Vferancebftlffe nohf LaM; arid a ray of hope was 
iindled in his'tf^fom, that thefr' in>incible fWcfrd^ 
-ttiight be^ttn^I^^d^h hfe fetheV;^ ' ' "^ 

' • At^ut ten or twelve years after irhii-lofs 6f Jeru- The 
•fa^em,' the ribblcs of France w^re'^a^ain fummon^d ^^^"^^^ 
td the hcrly^v^i-'by the voice ora thrt-d prophg^ a.d! 
lefsi extravagjtnt, -perhaps j- thirt^^Reter the hermit^ "^** 
tfiit fer bfeloW^Sft. B^nard in the^ merit of an oril 
<6r afrid-a ffatefman.'i An ilUt^ratd pricft of th6 
ticlgEbburftbod -of Parisv to ' df^ NisuiHy «i^ fori 
febk hi p'affethfiLldutyi'ta affumi^ttie^more flat'- 
tering fchiVa^ter fef z popular ^rtrf^'ftineranf mif. 
fionaty. The JFam^ oF'hrs' fariAit5^"^ind trii^ 
wa^ lbread"'*(5veB iht lanflr he aeclaiihedr'witft 
fev'(itfty^ and vehenierfce,^ dg'arhfF^ilrc vicis *of thfe. 
agfe*^ Hid. *hi?"fei-in6ns, which 'fie' preached iii*tlie 
,f|rf ej^s f)i Paff s,,,3C0i;iyerted . th^ .ro|)bers,, the ufufp- 
.ei^> ]tb«;: p»>ftkiitea) and eyea) the* dadW^.tand 
^fchbfe^S*^6f*'!te^»Hiti?verfity. Nb-foon^-^did Iimoi 
^tm ?iie'tli{^^Lnd th^ ^air bf :SWtder,;th|J 
rheprcelaiiiisd/ia Jtaly,: Oermany,. and ..France^ 

^ • «r Sec FIcxn->> itW. Ecdef. torn, ivil"' pi; 16, '&6. a'rtd ViHeliai'* 
4cniift^ K»'f/ w^h jhe-^fifeiVation* of^Dti'e^^ which I alwityi 
fDean to quoje with the original text, ' • - .^ 

''■' '■ ' •' the 
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CHAP, the obligation of a new crulade *^ The eloquent 
^** poiuiff defcribed the rum of Jer^falem^ the tri- 
uinph of the Pagans, and the ihame of Chriften- 
idom: his liberality propofed the redemption of 
iins, a plenary indulgence to all who ihould ferve 
in Palestine, either a year in peribp, or two years 
by a fubftitute*'; and among bi$ legates and 
pratcM-s who blew the facred trumpet, Fulk of 
Neuilly was (he ^udeft and moft fucc^i^ful. The 
fituation of the principal moparphs .was averfe to 
tht pious fummons.; The emp^rpr Frederic the 
fecond was a child| and hi^^ kmgdom of Ger- 
many was deputed by ^e rival hopfes of BronC 
wick and*SwaJ)ia, the memorable factions of the 
G.uelphs and Ghibelines. Philjp Augnftus oi 
France had performed, and could not be pei:** 
fuaded to renew, the perilous vow ; but as he 
was xUot lefs ambkious of pralfe than of power^ 
he chearfuUj iailituted a perpetual fiind for the 
defence gf ti)e Holy Land. Richard of England 
was fatiated with the glory and misfortunes of his 
^a adventure, and he prefumed to deride the 
exhortations of Fulk of Neuilly, who was not 
, 9ba(hed in the. pre&nce of kings. <^ Tou advife 
fne," £ud PlaAt^genet, ^^ to difmifs my three 



«( 



*s TIm contemporary liTe of pope Innocent III*/ publiihed hj 
Balvce aiid Muratori (ScHptores Rerum It«Kcnnt«l# ton* iii. ptrt 
irp.>p6«-5AS.}, it moft raluaUf for the ini|i#rta»C. ifi4 original 
docuoienu wbich arc ioferted in the teit. Tke ImU of tke cruMe 
Inay be read, c» S4» S5. 

. ^S7 Por*€e ^ut cil pardon fiil ifii gran, £ i^enefintarent iqult |i 
cucrt det genz, et mult t*ea croifierent,' porce q«t li fitidons ere 
A gran. Villebardouin, N** i. Our phtlofopbert niajr refine on 
the caufes 9f the crufadci* but fuch were |b( geniuoe feelings of a 
French l^aight. 

f ^ daughters. 
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*• daughters, pride, avarice^ and incontinence : ^ ^^ '-^ 
•* I bequeath them to the moft deferving j my ^-— '^"^^ 
•* pride to Ae knights-templars, my avarice to 
" the monks of Cifteaux, and my ihcontiiiencd 
** to the prelates." But the preacher was heard 
and obeyed by the great vafials, the princes of 
the fecond order; and Theobald, or Thibaut, 
count of Champagne, was the foremoft in the 
holy race. The valiant youth, at the age of 
twenty-two years, was encouraged by the domef- 
tic examples of his father, who marched in the 
fecond crnfade, and of his elder brother, who had 
ended his days in Paleftine with the title of king 
of Jerufalem : two thoufand two hundred knights 
0W€d fervice- and homage to his peerage *' : the emiMticed 
nobles of Champagne excelled in 2JI the exercifes roiw*^**** 
of war •*; and, by his marriage with the heircfs of France, 
Navarre, Thibaut could draw a band of hardy Gaf- 
cons from either fide of the Pyrenaean mountains.' 
His companion in arms was Louis, count of, 
Blois and Chartres ; like himfelf of regal lineage, 
for both the princes were nephew^s, at the fame 
tinie» of the kings of France and England. . In a 
crowd of prelates and barons, who imitated their* 
zeal, I diftinguifii the birth and merit of M^^tthew. 
of Montmorency; the famous Simon of Mont-^ 
fort, the fcourge of the Albigeois j and a valiSint 
' ' • ♦» 

.^^ This nutnber of fieff (of which zSoo owed liege homa|jp\ 
was enrolled in the church of St. Stephen 9t Troyes, and attefto^ 
A. D. isTjf bjr the marflisU and butler of Champagne (Ducan^^ 
Ohferv. p. 154.}. ^ 

a9 Campania • • • • niilitisprtVilegio fingulariua excellit • • • • in 
tyrociniis • • . proluiione afitioranit &c# Pucange^ p. 249* from 
the M Chronicle of Jerufa(eO| A* D« Ii77«r-*li99« 

X . . noble^ ^ 
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CHAP, noble, Je,firey .of. Villehardouia '% mar(hal,of 
Champagne", who has condefcended, in fbe 
rude idiom of his age and country '% to write, or 
dilate" an original narrative of the couocila 
and aftions in which he. bore a memorable part* 
At the fame time, Baldwin count of Flanders, 
who had married -the fifter of Thibaur, affuraed 
the crofs at Bruge$9 with hi^ brother jHenry and 
the principal knights aiul citizens of that rich 
and induftrious province'*. The vow wbicl^ 
the chiefs had pronounced in churches^ they ra-* 
tified in tournamems : the operations, o^ thfe w^f. 
were debated in full: and frequent: aflei^bliiss ; and 
it was refolved to feek the deliverance |Of 'Palfftiqet 
ui Egypt) a country, fince Salad^n'iS de^thji .vtfhi«]k 

JO The name of Vine hardouin was taken from a village ifii 
caffle in the dioceft oFTroyeSy near the river Aube, between' Bar 
and Arceis, The family was ancient and npble; the ^crbt^teipft 
of our hiftorian exifted after the^ yiear 1400 i tbe A^o^pgety w,bi<ji 
acquired the principality of Achaia^ merged^ in tfie lioure of Savoy 
(DUcange, p. 835— »45.)* • .' 

31 This office was held by his father and hk^dj^fcentknt^, bfft 
Ducange has not hunted it with his ufual fagacity. r J find tl|at. tg 
the year 1356, it was in tbe family of Confians 3 6ut tbefe pro^ 
vincialy have been long fince eclipfed by the nationSll« inarllwlt^ '^ 
France. * • ' '^ : ,, 

3a This language, of which I ihall produce Tome, /pecimens, it 
explained by Vigenere and Ducange in a ver^ii and gloflaryi 
The ptefident des Brofles (Mtchanifmetles X;angues,.toi».cii. p; Sji^) 
gives It as tbe examples of a language Which haSr^eafed to,b« JFreJic^ 
and is underflood only by grammarians. o 

31 His age> and his own expreflion^ mqj oui cffte oeuvre diffa 
(N* 6%, See,), iViay juftify the fufj^tcion (more* probable tl^in Mr. 
W6od*s oh Homer), that he could neither 'rea3 nor write/ Yet 
Champagne may boaft of the two fird hKiorfistns^ the noble kufhcfrt 
of French profe, Villehardouin. and Joinvijle. ^ *^^' * 

3*'THe crufade and ^reigns of the' courts 'of Flandersi 'Baldwin 
dhd his brother Henry, are the fubjeft of a particular hlftofy by thb 
jefuit Doutremens>(CdnI!»ntinopoKs «BeIgtca;* Tumacij T^ft^ iH 
4k^^)»..vhich I have only feen with the eyes of J^ucange. 

wa(f 
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iM^ alrndflinuaei by famine and ciYil war. Btit ^ jy^ **• 
rile fate o£ fo man}(<ro^al armie& difplayed the toils v.«-^vXy 
a(ad petilsbfiaiahd expedhipn;^ and, if, the Flem- 
ings dwdt aloijg. : the . oc^Q^ the French barons 
were deftitut^ of ihips and ignorant of navigationi^ 
They ^mbr^c^d the wife refolution of chufing fia^ 
deputies or reprefentatlves, of whom Villehardouift 
was one, with a difcretionary truft to direct the 
motions, and to pledge, the faith, of the whole 
confederacy. The naaritime ^ ftates of Italy were 
alone, poffeffed of the means of tranfporting the 
holy warriors .with their arms and horfes; and 
the fi? deputies proceeded tcx Venice to folicit, on 
motives of piety or intereA, the aid of that po.wer- 
fijl republic. , . - 

In the invafion oif Italy ; by Attila, I hare men- state of the 
.twn€xi'''' the^fl jght of thje Venetians from the fallen ^ aVd!** 
dkks ojF the .cpntinent, and their obfcure flieker> ^97— 
in the .chaiB of iflands that line the extremitj of '*^^ 
tlje _4driati(: igulf. In the midljt ;of the waters^ 
£Fj3f^; injligent, laborious, and inaccefiible, . t|ie]|c 
gradually coalefced into a republic : the firfl:|fouaii 
datioas of Venice were laid in the ifland.of Ri« 
alto ; and the annual election of the twelve tri- 
hvLX»s , w^s , fuperfeded by the permanent pfEce . ofi 
a duke or doge. On the verge of the two empires, 
the Venetians >xult in the befef of primitive' and 
perpetual independence. ^.% Againd the. Latins, 
'• '*♦» ■"''* li n * ,^ -, .■.'•' I ■'' their 

* f 5 Hifl6rv,'&c. vbl, t^. p. 'tl6*— 129'. '• ■ ' 

5* The fcJiifiihtion and irfdependence of Venice, and Pcpin*s' Ini 
vafion/are difcuffed Uj' !Pagi ' f Critics, rom. iit. A. D. Sio, No. 4, 
&c.) And* Beretrt' (D'lQttx. Chorograph. ItaKae mcdii Avi, in 
Muratorif Script, torn. x. p. 153.}. The two critics have a flight 

^asy 
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CHAP, tbeir antique freedom has been aflerted by tht 
fword, and may be juftified by the pen. Char<« 
lemagne himfelf refigned all claim of ibvereignty 
to the iflands of the Adriatic gulf ; hid fon Pepin 
was repaired in the attacks of the lagunas or ca^ 
nals, too deep for the cavahy, and too Atallow 
for the vcffels ; and in every age^ under the Gcr* 
man Csfars, the lands of the republic have been 
clearly diftinguifhed from the kingdom of Itiily* 
But the inhabitants of Venice were confidered by 
themfelves, by ftrangers, and by their foverdgns, 
as an inalienable portion of the Greek empire *^ ; 
in the ninth and tenth centuries, the proofs 
of their fubjeftion are numerous and unqueftion- 
able ; and the vain titles, the fervile honours, of 
the Byzantine court, fo ambitiouily folicited by 
their dukes, would have degraded the magiftrates 
of a free people. But the bands of this depeiid* 
ence, which was never abfolute or rigid, were 
imperceptibly relaised by the ambition of Venlice 
and the weaknefs of Conftantinople^ Obedi»cd 
was fofrened into refpeft, privilege ripened intd 
prerogative, and the freedom of domeflic govern- 

bfi^, the Frenchman adrerfei the Italian faroorable, to the i«- 
publtc. 

37 When the fon of Charlemagne aflferted his rieht of Cort^ 
reignty, he was anrwered by the loyal Venetians, on iS/aei; }ii>sn 
€tXojLcf»e»MMTtfPb']uauck« jSoMriXfiw; (Conftamin. PorphyrogMit. de Ad» 
rainiftrat. Imperii^ pars ii. c. at. p* Sf.)) ^nd the report of the 
ax^'*, eftabiilhes the faA of the x^^ century, which is confirmed 
by the embafly of Liurprand of Cremona* The annual tribute, 
Which theemperor allows them to pay to the king of Italy, alle- 
viates, by doubling, their fervitude j but the hateful word itiks^ 
muft be tran dated, at in the charter of Say (Laugier, Hift. dt 
Venife, torn, i, p, 67> &c.}, by the fofter apptllation of /^^'^i or 

JUcIis» 
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lu^t^ifas-^rtified'by the. indepe^deace of. for^gn <^h a p* 
dominioiu The marittme ^cities of.^IAria aod 
jDalmada bowed to the foyereigns of the Adria- 
tic ; and .when they armed againfl: the Normans 
in ch^ caufe of Alexius^ the emperor applied, not 
to the duty of his fubjecls,' bu^ to the gratitude 
•apd <^enerofity of his faithful allies. The fea was 
their patrimony " : the weftern parts of the 
Mediterranean^ from Tufcany to Gibraltar, were 
indeed abandoned to their rivals of Pifa and -Ge- 
&oa} but the Venetians, acquired an early. and 
lucrative Jhare of the commerce of Greece and 
Egypt. Their riches inaeafed with the increai^ 
ing demand of Europe: their manufadures of 
/ilk and giafi, perhaps the inftitution of their 
bank, are of high antiquity ; and they enjoyed 
the iruits of their indudry in the magnificence 
of public, and private life. To aflert her flag, to 
avenge her injuries, to protect the freedom of na- 
vigation, the republic could launch and man a 
fleet of an hundred gallies ; and the Greeks, the 
Saracens, and the Normans, were encountered by 
her naval arms. The Franks of Syria were adifted 
by the Venetians in the redudion of the fea^-coaft ; 
but their zeal was neither blind nor diiintei'efted ) 
and in the conqueft of Tyre, they ihared the 
fovereignty of. a city, the firft feat of the com- 

' J> 6ce tbe xxy'** and xxx^ diflertationi of the Antiquitatct me* 
•dii iEvi a£ Muratori. FroiiitAiid«rrcm^s Hifloryof Commcrcey 1 
•uodefiUod 4ltat tbe Veaetitfns did not trade to England before 
the year 1313. The moft floilrilhmg ftate of their wealth* and 
commerce in the beginning of tbe xv'^* century, ii agreeably de« 
icrtbcd by the AWt€ Ouboe (Htft-de.ia*Ltgue de Canabray, torn* u. 
p. 44.3— 4So«). 

- :VojL. XL O merce 
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merce of the world. The policy of Vfenice was 
marked by the avarice of a trading, and the info- 
lence of a maritime, power ; jret her ambition was 
prudent ; nor did (he often forget that if armed 
gallies were the effed and fafeguard, merchant 
veffels were the canfe and fupply, of her fjreat- 
nefs; In her religion fhe avoided the fch^ of 
the Greeks, 'without yielding a fervile obcdiferice 
to the Roman pontiff; and a free intercourfe 
witli the infidels of every clime appears td have 
allayed betimes the fevfer of fupeiftition; . ' Her 
primitive gcvernment was a loofe rhixture bf dtf- 
mocracy and monarchy : the doge ^as 'eleded 
by the votes of the general afiembly j as long as 
he was popular and fuccefsful, he reigned with the 
pomp and authority of a prince ; but in the fre- 
quent revolutions of the ftate, he'waS depofed, or 
baniflied, or flain, by the juftice or rnjuftice of the 
multitude. The twelfth cemtfry produced the firft 
Tudimerits of the wife an"a jealous ariftocracy, 
'which has reduced the doge to a pageant, and the 
people to a cypher '^ 
Alliance When the fix ambaffadors of 'the French pil- 

Frcnch w'^^^ afrivcd at Venice, they were hofpitably en- 
and venc- Heftahied in the palace of St, Mark, by the reign- 



nans, 



'SO Tbe- Venetians have been flow In wiitibg and pub]ifi>ing 
their hiftory. Their moft ancient monuments are, j% The rude 
C^onicle (perhaps) of John Sagdrnimis (Vcneaiay 17651 in oc* 
tavo)y(< whioh . seprerents the ftai« aadL manners of. Venice in the 
year looS. >4« The larger hiitary of the doge >(i34S>^i-354} An^ 
drew Dandok>». puhii&ed for. the fitdi.tiiiie in the xii^'^ torn, of Mn. 
ratori* A* D< i^z^»- The HUWy of Venice by the Abbe Laugier 
(Pafia, ^7«&)« is a work of CbfiM*tieftCj which I bave^hitfly u(ed itk 
the conititutional part. 
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tng duke t his name was Henry Dandolo *' ; and ^ ^^ ^•' 
'he flione m the lad period of Human life as one 
of the mott illuftrious characters of the times. 
Under the weight of years, and after the lofs of 
his eyes *■, Dandolo retained a found underftand* 
ing and a manly courage ; the fpirit of an hero, 
'ambitious to fignalize his reign by fome memo- 
rable exploits; and the wifdom of a patriot, 
anxious to build his fame on the glory and ad- 
vantage of his country. He praifed the bold 
enthudafm and liberal confidence of the barons 
and their deputies ; in fuch a caufe, and with 
fuch aflbciates, he (hould afpire, were he a pri- 
vate man, to terminate his life ; but he was the 
fervant of the republic, and fome delay was re- 
quiHte to confult, on this arduous bufinefs, the 
judgment of his colleagues. The propofal of the 
Freiich was firft debated by the fix /ages who had 
been recently appointed to controul the admini- 
ftration of the doge : it was next difclofed to the 
forty members of the council of ftate j and finally 

40 Hfenry Dandolo was eighty-four at his e]e£lion (A. D. iTpz}^ 
and ntflety*revf'n at his death (A. D..1205}. See the ObfervationS of 
Ducaoge fur Viilehardouin, N^ao^. But this extraorMmuy longevity 
IS not obferved by the ongin«] writers, nor does there exift another 
example of an hero near an hundred years of age. Theophraftua 
might afford an inftance of a writer of ninety-nine; but ioftead .of 
tnvmKOVT» (Procem. ad Character. )* I am much fnclined to read 
IphfAinKona^ with his lad editor Fifcber, and the firft thoughts of 
Cafaobon. It is fcarcely pofiible that the powers of the mind mnd 
body fliould fupport themfelves till fuch a peiiod of life* 

4> The naodcrn Venetians (Laugier, toft)«'U. p* 119O accufe the 
emperor Manuel I but the calumny is refuted by Villehardouin and 
the old writers, who fuppofe th^waodolo loft his eyea by a wound 
' (N® 34% and Ducange), ^.^ ' 

O a com- 
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5j ^ A R- 'Communicated to the legiflative afTembly of fo« 
-iw , hundred and fifty reprefentatives, who were an^ 
nually chofen in the fix quarters of the city-- lu 
peace and war» the doge was (till, the chief of th^ 
republic ; bis legal authority was fupporte4 by 
the perfonal reputation of Dandolo ^ his argw- 
ments of public interefl were balanced and ap« 
proved ; and he was authorifed . to inform : the 

'ambaff^dors of the following conditions of the 

, treaty **. It was propofed that the crufaders 
fliould aflemble at Venice, on the feaft of St. 
John of the enfuing year: that fiat-bottomed 
veflels (hould be prepared for four thoufand five 

.Hdndred borfps, and nine thoufand fquires, with 
a number of fliips fufHcient for the embarkation 
of four thoufand five .hundred knights, and 
twenty thoufand foot : that during a term of 

.nine months they fhould be fupplied with provi- 
fions, and tranfported t/j. whatfoevcr coaft the 
fervice of God and Chrillendom fhould require; 
and that the republic fhould join the armament 
with a fquadron of fifty gallies. It was required, 
that the pilgrims fhould pay, before their depar- 
ture, a fum of eighty-five thoufand' marks of 
filver; and that all conquefts, by fea and land, 
ihould be equally divided between the coafede- 
rates. The terms were hard ; but the emergency 
Was prefling, and the French barons were not 

.lefs profufe of money than of blood. A. general 
affembly was convened to ratify the treaty j the 

'ftately chapel and place of St. Mark were filled 

4* See'tlfe original treaty in the Chroiitcle of Andrew Jizndolop 
p. 3*1— ja6. 

-. . with 
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*rith teri thoufand citizens; and the noble depu- chap. 
tie$ wpre taught a hew leflbn of humbling them- 
felves before the majefty of the people. ** Illuf- 
^ trious Venetians," faid the marflial of Cham- 
pagne, " we are fent by the greatefl: and mofl: 
•* powerful barons of France, to implore the aid 
^ of the mafters of the fea, for the deliverance 
" of Jeriifalem, They have enjoined us to fall 
proitrate at your feet ; nor will we rife from 
the ground, till yojj have prortiifed to avenge 
with us the injuries of Chrift.** The elo- 
quence of their words and tears **, their martial 
afped, and fuppliant attitude, were ' applauded 
by an univerfal ihout; as it .were, fays Jeffrey, 
by the found of an earthquake. The venerable 
doge afcended the pulpit to urge their requeft 
by thofe motives of honour and virtue, which 
alone can be offered to a popular affenibly ; the 
treaty was tranfcribed on parchment, attefted 
with oaths and feals, mutually accepted by the 
weeping and joyful reprefentatives of France and 
Venice ; and difpatched to Rome for the appro- 
bation of pope Innocent the third. Two ihou- 
fend marks were boi^rowed of the merchants for 
the firft expences of the armament. Of the fij^ 
deputies, two repaffed the^lps to announce their 
fuccefs, while their four companioi^s made a fruit- 

4} A reader of Villebardonin mpil obfcrve (he frequent tf ^rt of the 
marihal and bis brother knights. Sachiez que la ot mainte lerme 
ploifc de piti6 (N^ 17.) ; mult plorant (ibid.); mainte lerme plotet 
(^o 34«) } fi orent mult pitie et plorerent mult duiement (No 60.) | 
i ot'maint lerme plorpe de pitie (N® loz.). They weep 9n every o^f !|- 
Son of griefy joy, or devotion. 
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lefs trial of the zeal and emulation of the republicit 
of Genoa and Pifa. 
Aflembiy The execution of the treaty was ftill oppofed by 
tureoAhe uuforfeeu difficulties and delays. The marfhal^ 
from Yc- ^° ^^^ return to Troyes, was embraced and ap- 
nice, proved by Thibaut count of Champagne, who 

ttfts! ^^^ ^^^^ unanimoufly chofen general of the con-^ 
Oft. S. federates. But the health of that valiant youth 
already declined) and foon became hopelefs ^ and 
he deplored the untimely fate, which condemned 
him to expire, not in a field of battle, but on s^ 
bed of ficknefs. To his brave and numerous vaf-« 
fals, the dying prince diftributed his treafures: 
they fwore in his prefence to accompllQi his vow 
and their own ; but fome there were, fays the 
marfhal, who accepted his gifts and forfeited 
their word. The more refolute champions of th^ . 
crofs held a parliament at Soiflbns for the elec- 
tion of a new general, but fuch was the incapa-i 
city, or jealoufy, or reluSance, of the princes of 
France, that none could be found both able and 
willing to affuroe the conduct of the enterprife. 
They acquiefced in the choice of a ftranger, of 
Boniface marquis of Montferrat, defcended of a 
race of heroes, and himfelf of confpicuoqs fame 
jn the wars and negociations of the times ^^ i nor 
- could the piety or ambition of the Italian chief 
decline this honourable invitation. After vifiting 
the French court, where be was received as ^ 

4^ By a vlflory (A.D 119 r.) over the citizens of Afti> by a cni» 
fade to paleiline, and by an embaflfy from the pope to the Geripai;^ 
princes (Mui^tori, Annali iJChaliz, toip.x. p* 163. ^q^)• 

friend 
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friend and kinfriian, tfase nctrquis^ in the charcli ^^^^^ 
of Soi&ns» was invefted with the crofs of a pil- 
grim and the ftaff of a general ; and. immediately 
repaflbd the. Alps, to prepare for the diftant expe- 
dition of the £afl:» About the feflival of the Pen^ 
tecoft he difplayed his bann^, and marched to- 
wards Vraice at the head. of the Italians : he was 
preceded or followed by die counts of Flanders 
and Blois, and the moft refpe^able barons of 
France ; and their numbers were fwelled by the 
pilgrims of Germany *% whofe objeft and motives 
were iimilar to their own.. The Venejtians had 
fuKUled, and even fuijp^flisdf their, engagements ; 
(tables were conftru^^^cL iQT . the hprfep:, and bar- 
racl^s for the troops ;. the pi^ga;^ine$ were s^bun* 
dantly replenished with forage and provifions; 
and the fleet of tianrports, ihips and gallies, was 
ready to t^oifl: fail, a^ foonas the republic had re- 
ceived the price of the freight and armament. But 
that price far exceeded thp wealth of the crufaders 
who were affembled at Venice. The FlemingSj 
whofe obediences to their couuit was voluntary an(i 
precarious, had embarked in their veffels for the 
long navigition of the ocean and Mediterranean ; 
and many of the French and Italians had pre-, 
ferred a cheaper and more convenient paflfage 
from Marfeilles and Apulia to the Holy Land^ 
Each pilgrim might complain, that after he had* 

ASi See the eraOidr oftht Otrmanc in xhit Hiftorisi C«.P. i^.Gviiiiiec 
(Canifii Antiq. Left. torn. iv. p. v— ariii.), who ctlebrat«$ riw pil- 
grima|e' of hit iibbqt Martin^ pnt 6f the preachkig: rii^k of Blilk of 
M«(rilty« HiftHiomtterf^ of'theCiftdroisti^rdBr, wM^ftuut* iprtb^ 
liiocefe of BafiU ■^•' • ^v . . . ;' • 
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iiirniflied his bvn co&tributioo^ he was made re<* 
iponiible for the deficiency of his abfent brethren i 
the gold and filver plale of the chiefs, which they 
freely delivered to the treafury of ?t. Mark, was 
a generous but inadequate facrifice ; and after aU 
their efforts, thirty-four thoufand marks iwere ftill 
wanting to complete the ftipulated * fum.' The 
obftacle was removed by the policy and patriotifm 
of the doge, who propofed to the barons, that if 
they would join their arms in redudng fome re- 
volted cities of Dalmatian he would expbfe his 
perfon in the holy war, and obtain from the re- 
public a long ilkdulgence, till foihe wealthy con* 
queft fliould afford the means of fatisfying the 
debt. After much fcruple- and hefitation, they 
chofe rather to accept the offer than to relinquiih 
the enterprife ; and the firfl: hoftilities of the fleet 
ftiegeof ^nd atmy were direded agaii^fl: Zara^% a (Irong 

81?'.-. city of the Sclavonian coaft, vifhich iiad; renounced 
its allegiance to Venice, and implored the pro- 
leftion of the king of Hungary *'. Theicrufaders 
burfl; the chain or boom of the harbour ; landed 

4^. Jadera^ now Z|<ra^ va* a Homan c^lopj, whicb acl^nowle^ed 
Auguftu^ fo^ Its parent. It is now onl^two mile's round, and 'con- 
tains five df fix thoufand tnhabit«nt« j birt the fortifications are 
ftrong^ a^d it is joined tv the main land by a brKig<^« Se9;the t^ai^li 
qf the twofpmpfinioniy Spon and Wheeler (Voyajge de ru}matie, de 
Grece, S^c' ^oin. u p. 64 — yo. Journey into Greece, 'p'.^ 8— '14,) j 
tlieMt of whom, hy m\fk&k\ng Si^&i^ ibr S^ay vlioei ah arch with 
itatues and columns at twelve pounds. If, in his time, there were 
90 treea 'near Zzrs^ the cberi^-tr^ we«c not yet pUnttd which pnn 
liuce our ■incompafable mafkfpnft*- 

47 Elafona'(ti[ift..CHtkaReg.*HtiAg^itet StirpitArpad. torn. {r. 
p.'$96-«^58i} ed]e^>aii tbela^ tttd .l^ftimoniM.'moft adverfe t^ 
the cooquerora of Zarat « : * ' 
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fheir horfes, troops, and military . engines j and c-li a >. 
compelled the inhabitants, after a defence of fiver 
days, to furrender at difcretlon : their lives ^erc 
fparcd, but the revolt was puniftied by the pillage 
of their houfes and the demolition of their walls. 
The feafon was far advanced ; the French and 
Venetians refolved to pafs the winter in a fecure 
harbour and plentifiil country ; but their repofe 
was difturbed by national and tumultuous quarrels 
^ the foldiers' and mariners. The cbnqueft of 
Zara had fcattered the feeds of difcord and fcan-- 
dal: the arms of the allies had been ftained in 
their outfet with the blood, not of infidels, but 
of Chriftians : ' the king of Hungary and his new 
fobjefts were themfelves enlifted under the banaef 
efthecrofs; and the fcruples of the devout, were* 
magnified by the fear or laflitude of the rduftant, 
pilgrims. The pope had excommunicated the 
£ilfe crufoders who had pillaged and maflacred 
their brethren *', and only the marquis Boniface 
and Simon of Montfort efcaped thefe fpiritual thun* . 
ders } the one by his abfence from the fiege, the 
other by his final departure from the camp. Inno« 
cent might abfolve the fimple and fubmiffive pe-' 
nitents of France; but he was provoked by the 
ftuhborn reafon of the Venetians, who refufed to 
confefs their guilt, to accept their pardon, or to 
ajlow, in their temporal concerns, the interpofition 
of a prieit. 

' 49 See^e whole tranra6)ion, and the Tentiments of the pope, m 
the Epiftierdf Inrtocientni. Gelta/ c. 86^ 87^ 88. 
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The aiTembly of fuch formidable ppwers by fea 
and land, had revived the hopps of young ^ 
Alexius; and, both at Venice and, Zar a, he foU« 
cited the arms of the crufader^, for his own re* 
ftoration and his father's'^ deliverance. The 
royal youth was recommended by Philip king of 
Germaay: his prayers and prefence. excited th^ 
companion of the . camp ; and his caufe was em- 
braced and pleaded, by the marquis of Mont^ 
ferrat and the doge of Veni(;e. A double alli^pc^ 
and the dignity of Caefar, had coi^neded with; 
the Imperial family the two elder brother^ of Bo* 
nifi|ce ^' : he expeded to derive a kingdom from 
the important fervice; and the more generous 
ambition of Dandolo was eager to fecure the in- 
eftimable benefits of trade and dominion that 
might accrue to bis country**. Their influence 

'49 A modern reader is Airprired to hear of the -valet de Conftan. 
tiiu>|>le9 at applied to young i^lesiua, on account of his yooth^ 
]ike the fii^4Kitf< of Spain, and the uMiiffimiit puew of the Romans* The 
pages and vaUtt of the knights were as noSsle as tbemfelves (Ville* 
bardouia and Ducang:eg N<^ 36.)* 

50 The emperor Ifaac is (lyled by Villebardouin, Surfac (No 35^ 
&€.), which may be derived from the French $iret^ or the Greek 
Ki/p (xvf^) melted into his proper name {the farther corruptions of 
Tjirfac .^qd Conferac will inftrufi us what licence n)ay have beeo 
ufed in the old dynafties of Afl^ria and Egypt. 

5< Reinier and Conrad:' the former married Maria, daughter of 
the emperor Manuel Comnenus} the latter was the hufband of 
Theodora Angela, fifter of the emperors Jfiiac and Alexius* 
Conrad abandoned tlie Greek court and princefs for tfie glory of 
defending Tyre agitinll Saladin (Ducange, Fam. Byjtant. p. 187* 
xoj.). 

5> Nicetas (in Alexio Comneno, 1. iii. c. 9.) accufes the doge 
and Venetians as the firft authors, of the war againft C,o^n|l^ntiDople, 
and condders only as a xu/aa utte^ )(u/xaTi^ the arrival, aod ihaiiielul 
offers of ihc ropl exile, 

0-;.' - pro- 
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procured a favourable audience for the ambafla- chap. 
dors of Alexius ; and if the magnitude of his 
offers excited fome fufpicion, the motives and 
rewards which he difplayed might juftify the delay 
and diverfion of thofe forces which had beea. 
confecrated to the deliverance of Jerufalem* He 
promifed, in his own and his father^s name» that 
as foon as they ibould be feated on the throne of 
Conftantinople, they would terminate the long 
fchifm of the Greeks, and fubmit themfelves and. 
their people to the^ lawful fupremacy of the Ro» 
man church* He engaged to recorppenfe thq 
labours and merits of the crufaders, by the im« 
mediate payment of two hundred thoufand marks 
of filver ; to accompany them in perfon to Egypt i^ 
or, if it ihould be judged more advantageous, to 
maintain, during a year, ten thoufand men, and^ 
during his life, five hundred knights, for the fer* 
vice of the Holy L,and, Thefe tempting condi- 
tions were accepted by the republic of Venice ; 
and the eloquence of the doge and marquis per« 
fuaded the counts of Flanders, Blois, and St. Pol^ 
vrith eight barons of France, to join in the glo^ 
rious enterprife. A treaty of offenfive and defea« 
five alliance was confirmed by their oaths and 
feals ; and each individual, according to his fitua- 
tion and* character, was fwayed by the hope of 
public or private advantage; by the honour of 
reftoring an exiled monarch ; or by the fincere 
and probable opinion, thstt their efforts in Pale* 
iline would be fruitlefs and unavailing, and that 
the acquifition of Conflantinople muft precede 
^nd prepare the recovery of Jerufalew» But they, 

4 • were 
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' ' ■■'.,- 

c M A P. ^ere the .chiefs or equals of a valiant band of free- 
men and volunteers, who thought and aaed for 
,themfelves : the foldiers arid clergy were divided ; 
and, if a large majority fubfcribed to the alliance, 
the numbers and arguments of the difEderits were 
ftfong and refpeftable '^ The boldeft hearts were 
appalled by the report of the naval power aind 
impregnable ftrength of Conftantinople ; and 
their apprehenfions were difguifed to the world, 
and perhaps to themfelves, by the more decetit 
objeftioris of religion and duty. They alleged 
the fanftity of a vow, which had drawn them 
from their families and homes to the refcue of the 
holy fepulchre ; nor fliould the dark and crooked 
councils of human policy divert them 'from a pur- 
fuit, the event of which was in the hands of the 
Almighty, Their firft offence, the attack of 
Zara, had been feverely punilhed by the reproach 
of their confcience and the cenfures of the pope j 
ftor would they again imbrue their hands in the 
blood of their fellow-chriftians/ The apoftle of 
Rome had pronounced; nor would they ufurp 
the righ,t of avenging with the fword the fchifm 
of the Greeks and the doubtful ufurpation of the 
Byzantine monarch. On thcfe principles of pre- 
tences, many pilgrims, , the moft diftinguifhed for 
their valour and piety, withdraw from the camp } 
and their retreat was lefs pernicious than the oppn 
or. fecrct oppofition of a difcontented party, that 

1 H Vilifthardouin and Gnnther reprefent the fentiments of die two 
parties. The abb9t Martin left the.^rmy at. Z^rai proceeded tp Palttfr 
tine, was fisnt ambaflador to Onftantinoplej and.bscame a relufti^nt 
Jtetrttfs of the ftfdind liege.- • . ' * - ^ 

^'^•' • laboured^ 
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l^bplited, on every occafion, to feparate: the army c » a p» 

jjuid difappoint the epterprife* w-^v'^ 

Notwithfts^ndiiigirithis . deid^iony the : depiatture y^^^"?? 

r 1 n 1 • n /r^ i . from Zart 

or the fleet and ariny was vigorottfly preued by toCon- 
ibe Venetians J :w|ip(e ?;eal fgrthe ferVicc of the Jfef""" 
^royal youth cpncpajed a'jaft. refeotment to his a. d. 
^tipn and faojily. They were.mortifi^ bythe Apdi^rl- 
recent preference 'whksh had be^n gitctt to Pi&i J""** *♦• 
the rival of tbeip; trade ; - thje^y biad a long arpd^ 
of debt, and injury to liquidate^ with theJByzail* 
,tine: court ; and ,I>andolo might, not dibCbcmrage 
.the; pppular tale, that he had been deprived^ of. his 
.eyef byr/.J^he emp^pr Maauel^ > who perfidioull|r 
vici^ted^be fandity pf an ambafikdon A fimili^ 
,armftm^tit>. for ages, had xiot rode the Adriatic:- 
it was compofed of one hundred and twenty flat- 
.battome4 veffels or palanders for the horfes j twb 
hundred and forty tranfports filled . with men and 
^aims ; feventy ftorefliips laoden with provifions; 
jlllftd fifty ftout gallies, well prepared for the en- 
counter of an.enemy ^*. While the wind was fe- 
^vourable, the Iky ferene, and the water fmooth^ 
every, eye was fixed with wonder and delight on 
.the fcene of military and naval pomp which over- 
fpi-ead the fea. The fhields of the knights and 
.Iquir^s, at once an ornament and a defencii, 

vrere arranged on either fide of the fhips ; the 

# i • 

'y* The 1)irth and dignity of Andrew EUq'doIo; gave bim^^^e 
motive and the means of fearching in the afchiire;^ of Vimic^ the 

^memorable ftory of his anceftor* Hi« brevity 'fe^a ro. a<;c^fe 
the copious and more recent oarrati vet of Sanu^o. (tnj^l}j:^t<|^9 

^^cVi(yt. Rerum Italicarumi torn, xxii.}^ Bloadusj SabeUifus^ ai|d 

^Rhainnunus. 
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banners of the nations aiui families were difplayed 
from the ftern ; our modern artillery was fup- 
plied by three hundred engines for cafting ftones 
and darts : the fatigues of the way were cheered 
vith the found of muiic ; and the fpirits of the 
adventarers were raifed by the mutual afiurance, 
that forty tboufand chriftian heroes were equal to 
<fie xroftqCieft of the' world ". In the navigation *" 
irom Venice and Zara,' the fleet was fucceil^ 
fuiiy fleered by the fkill ahd experience of thfe 
Venetian pilots : at Durazzo^ the confederates 
A*ft landed on the territories of the Greek em- 
pire :. t'he ifle of Corfu aflforded a ftatibn and -re- 
ftofe; they. doubled without accident the pemotfs 
rcape of Maiea^ the fouthern point of Pdoponeftis 
or the Morea ; made a defcent in the iflands of 
(Ncgropont smd Andros ; and caft anchor at Aby- 
'dus on the Afilatic fide of the Hellefpont. Thefe 
;preludes of conqueft were eafy and bloodlefs ; 
.the Greeks of the provinces, without patriotffdi 
.or courage, were crufiied by an irrefiftible forces 
,the prefence of the lawful heir might juftify thehr 
obedience ; and it was rewarded by the m6defty 
and difcipline of the Latins. As they penetrated 
^through the Hellefpont, the magnitude of their 
payy was comprefled in a narrow channel ; and 

SS "Villehardovin, N* 6&. Hi» feeiings and expreflions arc ori- 
ginal I be often iveeps, but he rejoices in the glories and perils of war 
' With'a fpirit unknown to a fedentary writer. 

^ ^ In this voyage, almoft al) the geographical names are cor- 

rbfpred' by the Latins, The modern appellation of Cbalcis, and 

'sHEubota, is derived from its Eurlfsst ,Evripo, Ne^ipo, ^^grotfu^, 

whidi diflionours our maps (a^AnvilIe> Geographic Ancienii/p, 

lonuup. 163. )• 

the 
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^ iace of the "waters: was darkened with iimdik c h a k> 

TV 

inerable (kits. • They dgain expanded in the t)afon ^m^m^^L^ 
of the Propontis, and traverfed that - placid fei, 
'till - thiey apparoached the European ihore^ at! the 
Bbbey af St. Stephen, threei les^ues totbe iwe^ 
X)^f Conikntinople. The prudent doge difiuaded 
^hetn from difperfing thethfelves in a pdpulom 
'and hbftile land; and, as their ftock of provi- 
•iibns was reduced, it was refolved, in the feafbh 
^f hatveft, to replenifli their ftot^lhif* in thb 
feftile iflands of the Propomis. . With this w- 
folution, they direfted their courfe ; but a tt:roi]|r 
gale, and their own impatience, drove them to : 

the eaftward ; atnd fo near did they ran 'totte , , "* 
ibore aiid the city, that feme vollies of ftoriesaiid ... . > 
^arts were exchanged between the fhips and the 
•yampart. As they paffed along, they gaz^d with 
admiration on the capital of the Eiaft, or, as it 
lhoul4 feem^ of the earth ;. rifing from her^fevdii 
hiHs, and towering over the continents of . Ei»- 
fr^e and Alia, The fwelling domes and lofty 
fpires of five.'-bundred palaces and churches were 
gilded by the fun and reflected in the waters f 
^he walls were crowded with foldiers and fpec^ 
tators, whofe numbers they beheld, of : wbcife 
temper they were ignorant ; and eaofa heart w^ 
chilled by the refieftion, that, fince the begihnirig ^ 
of the wbrld, fuch an enter prife had nerdr ;.beeii 
undertaken by fuch an handful of warridrs. . ficit 
kht 'momentary apprehenfion was difpelled by 
hope and vak>ttr ; and every man, fays the m^r- 
Ihal of Champagne, glanced his eye on the fword 
or lance which he mufl fpeedily ufe in the glo- 

Vious 
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c;ha;p. «otts conflift ". The Ii9tim. caft aneho> jM»' 
Km^i^ i t'mmj fote Chalcedon ; the mariners btily Ivere left im 
Xhc feflfels; the .foldicrs, horfesj and 3^019^ were 
fsfely landed ; and, in the luxury of an Imperial, 
^lace, the baronii tafted the firft fruits of their 
Ifuccefs. On the third day, thd fleet and ^my 
imoVefl towards Scutari, the Afiatic fuburb .<if 
.Coaftatitinopld ; a detachment of five h\mdre4^ 
(Crreik. horfq waS' fQrprifed and defeated by f(m^ 
J&iore Fi^iich knights ; a^d iii a halt of nine ; 4^j^ 
-the oimp.was plentifully fuj^lied with fptage; wd 
^OTifion^ • ; . 
Fruitiefs ^? In. f e)ating' the mvafion of a gt'eat f mpii;e, it 
negocia- ^liayfeeiBir fttabge that I have not defcribed the 
emperor, .obftacles which fliould have checked the progrefs 
of the ftrangers. . The Greeks, in truth, were an 
wwarlike people; but they were rich, induftri^ 
^us^ and fubjedt to the will of a fingle man : had 
Azt man been . capable of fear, when bis enemies 
^ere at a diftance, or of courage, when they ap^ 
pfoached his perfon. The firft rumour of hi$ 
nephew's alliance with the French and Venetians 
was d^fpifed by the ufurper Alexius i his flatterers 
perftiaded him, that in his contempt he was bold 
and And&e ; and each, evening in the clofe of the 
banquet^ bp thrice difcomfited the Barbarians- of 
the Weft- 1 Thefe Barbarians bad* been juftly tW* 
:rified*by the report of fa ia naval powtr; aE^dtbc 
iiiteea bondred. fifiiing^bQacs -^f rCpaf^tiaople^^ 

•'»r-4:t4ikc!iie« que 41 n« bt. d' hairili cur le^ctitr tiAfreiiitft (p.'&fl) 
i • .r* • Ch.«rcqnS'r^gard«it r€6 amies • .^ • ^ qucMftoms ^nar^t 
n^icf (c. 68.}. Suc|i it the^honeftj^ of courage. . 

S^ JEandem' urbeni ^plus in' iblis navibui plt^atSruU abifiichiVy 
*-'-'*• qu 



could, feave^ mamj^i^ai fteet,^^^ fink them in.ther^ 9 A p- 
Adrjat^S^ .ori ftpp thpi; ^tra^QCjin the. rooutft of ^ 
the ^ellefponl* .P^t all , fotce. m^y be . annihilated . 
by. the'Aeg%ence Qf thq pnnce ^nd the ivenality pf^ 
W.s- niiBifters. . Th^ great dukej or admiral, ni^^c^j 
a^fcandalpus,, almoft a public, a,u6lion of the.faiW, 
the mafts, and the rigging ; ' the royal forefta were.; 
referved for. the more impoiitant purpofe of the, 
chaoe.},,aHd the txees^,.fays JNicetas, were guarded, 
by, tl^e.r,€unyj:hs, Jji^e-.the groves of rjeligipus wpr-* 
fluR/%. From, his drean? pf pride, Alexius was; 
awakened by th^ ^ege qf: Zargi aiid,tl\e i:apid 2^«. 
v^iy:^s ojF tl^ekjt/ati^l ;,,a?, ly^n as he law^ the dangfiu. 
was re4^ he* t^i^yghti^.ity ineyitabje, ai^ his.yains 
prefumption ,;w4e J[oft in abjeft defppndency and. 
defpair. Hp;*ftiffered thefe contemptibly. iJBjiriia. 
riai;js to pitch , tbeir^ camp. in the fight of, the pa-. 
l?ice } . ayid his appr^henfions were -thinly difguifed^ 
by . jhe, . pomp ^lul menace of. a fuppliant embaffy. 
The fovereignjof the Rpnq^ans M^as ajftonifh^d (his* 
ambaffadpr^ were inftruftedto fey) at the hx>ftile 
appai^r^nce. of the ftraugers,, . If th<pfe. pilgjims 
werefipcere in their y^w, for tfie. deliverance jqf; 
Jerufaiem,;his voice muft^applaud, 2iRd-AiS;t|ea-j 
fures fhould' aiiEAs . their .pious defign j bi)t ihould: 
they dare to ii^vade the fanduary of empire, their 
numbers, were "they ten .times, more confiderable, 
fhould not protej£): ihem from his jufl: refentment. 

quam illos in totoi navigio. HaGebsrt enim mille et .fexcentas -pif- 
catorias naves .••••• BeUicas. au'tem (ive merca;oria8 babebant 
infiaitae mukitudinis et poiium tutiffimum« Gnnther, Hift. C. P» 
c. 8. p. lo. ^ 

T|jT<t^v«* Nicetas in Alex* Cof^kocnp, U \\u ^ <^* p« 348. 
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■ *^ ' ♦ * . ' " ' ^ '1,1.,.., ' ' , . 
The anfwer of th^dbge'atrd birpm was fimple and 

magnanimbus. " In the. cauffe of hon^tir lind 
" juftice," they faid, " we defpife the ufarpet T>f 
" .Greece, his threats, and His cifFers. Our friehd- ' 
" fliip and his allegiarice ate due to the lawfiil 
" heir, to th^ young prince who is feat6d ambiig 
" us, and to his father, the emp'eror ffaac, who has 
" been deprived o( his fceptre, his freedom, and 
his eyes, by the crime of an ungratefni brother. 
Let that brother confefs his guilt, and implore 
forgivenefs^ *;ifnd we ourTdves wiH intercede, 
that h6 mdy be permitted to Kvfe Itt affluence 
and fecurity. But let hitn' not mfiilt us by a 
** fefcoiid ttieffage : our reply yfa ' be* madfe in 
•*'ifni's,' in the palace of Gdnftantmopl^^^ ; 
Paflage of " On the tenth day of their encampment at Scu- 
theBof- ^aj; ' the "truraders prepared thentfdves, as fol- 
July 6. diets and 4^ cathoKcs, for the paflage of the BoT* 
phoTu^V ; l*erilous indeed was the adventure ; 
the ftrcAfe wa« broad and rapid; in a tdtn the 
current of the EukFne might drive ''down the 
liquid. Shd' tfhexringrffcable fires of the Greeks; 
atttd-^theopftefite (horcs of Europfe %ere defended 
by fiventy thottlFand hdrfe and foot in formidable 
array. -Oh this memorable dky, < which happened 
to be bright -and pleitfant^ the Latins were diftri- 
buted in fix battles or dlvifions ; the firft, or van- 
guard, wai led by the cobnt of Flanders, one of 
the mod powerful of the Chriftian princes in the 
fkill and number of his crofs-bows. The four 
fucceflive battks of the R'cnch were commanded 
by his brother Henry, the counts of St. Pol and 
Blois, and Matthfw of Montmorency, the laft of 
" '" 5 whom 



^K^iiom ^was kanbiired tiytbe voluafcary.fijrvic* of chap;, 

tlie irfai^al atd nobles of ChiEoiipague. The 

fikth* tUvifion^ the mar^fgliird and refi^ve of the 

9toiiy, wa^ coiaduded by the matquls pf Moi^t** 

MrQt, z^ the head of tlice iji^entYani md ii<ynbatddft 

3%ie itffaaFgers, £iddled| \Mu^ their ioftg capar^ 

^s dragging on the^oundt wdi^e. emhark/ed 14 

titmjBkt.pidafidkrsV'^ and* ^loughu ftpod by 

tirp • fide df . tteir. horfe^^ iai jcqrgp^e. . ati^our^ 

ttedr tkelmets. iaccd^ ^and thtfir ;I<MK:es in' thetf 

lianils* Their ♦nu merorfs ; tr aip • of jhrjeo^u * ' aa4 

archers^ occupied: the :Jttai|^>r^sj and ^ach tr^n^ 

poi3C Vihi^'.to:W«d.by the: (treng^^Qd ft^iftXMefs of ^. 

gaUey». < The <i|x div^jpiqiivs t^yerfed xhe Bofpho^ 

nn^. I W}tbQUti®c§»afii^^ili|g. an^nemy.cr an ob^ 

AididejJiO'.IaJid fke for^enipft. was, th^, xyiih^ 10 

coliquer: Qt/.jdie was: tliM^ f^folu^n^ of every 

drrifion ianft: df e^ery ioMi^v;; : Jealous of th^ 

|n>enifaienoe: \ of danger, the : knights in their 

lieaTif armour: leaped v^o the ^fea^ whe^ it roie as 

btg^. &[$! tbeit girdle ;/ th(3 fer^jints and; su;che;rf 

VBsii animated,. by their yaleur ^ ^and the fcjuires^ 

^® From the Verfion of Vignere t adopt the vVel I. founding word 
P(thn4er,_ whicK U ftill ufed, I believe,, in the Mediterranean. But 
had I written in French^ I ihould have 'preferred the briginal and 
txprtdjive denutniiiation of ntejien or buijierif from the huts, or door; 
which was let down as a drawrbridge $ but which, sit fea, wasitlo/ed 
into the iide of the (hip (fee Ducange all Villehardouin^ 'N* 14. and 
Joinville, p. zj^ 18. edit, du Loiivre). 

61 Tpb avoid the vague expreflionS dffolldwtrs, &c. I tift, after 
Vilkhardouin, the word ferjtanh for all Hdr(%nneti Whd irtrerc hot 
knights. There were ferjeants at arms, dnd iVrjeants at law 5 and 
if we vifit the parade aiid Weftminfter-haYI^ we may obferve the 
ilrange refult of the diftih6lion (Ducange^ GlofFar. Latio* StHnaitoi 
&c. tom.vi. p. 226—231.}. 

' :t Pa letting 
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letting down^the dravr^bri^es of the (pzlmAem^icii 
theliorfe$ to the (hdre. > Before the flquddi^ond^ouUi 
mount, and foim, 2[ndra>uch their laoce^yithe fe^ 
Venty thoufar^d Greeks bad yaniflied fraiin, their 
ligtrt ; th^ timid Alexius gave tihe.escaitnpie, to hik 
^i!6dps ; - avid itiwks dnlyby^'Cbe phiuder<pf <his j&h 
^vilibhs that the Litin^^^ere inforipec} litat thc^ 
Md'fdti'^ht stgamfl: ail emperor. ^ &ii.the\firfiic0ib 
llerhitionof the flyh!% enetayi theyi rdfoWidl byra 
doubl* attack to' open »' the fhtraiceijofiifte Jofflti- 
^our. ^ The tow^r »df ^ Gatoa ^*, 'in lid Xubufbiiof 
Pera, was attacked>ai:id ftbrmdd^by!!tfafi> Eieiich, 
/while 'the Venetians / afftimcil .tlie!^tm>rti.'<ik8rol( 
talk of forcing thy bdwrt- ^r^Jdh^iii thafr^vas 
fh»etched' from that tb^eil'tti'^^Byzamlhevfhaiew 
^After fo'me frufhKfs-att^iflpts, tfhefr»iritrq>id<pfa£i; 
vetance^ 'prevailed r^t^veft^y (hips erf Wa»i> the retics 
of the Greciaii navJ^i"'^eVe veitherl&iribior itakenl: 
the* enbrmous /and rnkfly-links' of>ir©ni:jTrBTc: cut 
iafunder''bjr the (bearSv or broken; ti^ the^weig^t^ jof 
the galhes ^' ; * * and - the - V^netiafn; Ateii Me '^d 
tnuniphaht^ t6de ^t ahchbr in ..thet-pbn i'o£ Go&- 
ftantinople. By thefe, daring atchievements, a 

, ^> It is Heedlers to obferve. ttiat on tlie Tubie^l of GaTata, the chain. 
&c. Diicange is accurate aiui full. Confulr likewife the pro[>er chap- 
ters of the C« P. Chridiana of the fame' author.' The inhabitants of 
Galata were Co vain and. ignorant, that they '^ppljed to themfelves 
St« Paul's Epiftle to the Galatians. 

^i Theveflel that broke ^he chain was named tbt Eagle^ AfuUa 
(Dandol. phronicon. p. 3x1.), which Blond qs (de Geftis Venei,) 
has changed into A^u^ the north-wind. Ducange, ObAsrTationSp 
N° 83. maintains the latter 'reading! but he had not feen the re- 
fpe^at^]^ text of Dandolo^ not did he enough conHder the topo- 
graphy of the harbour* The fouth-eaft would have been a more 
effectual wind* , ' 

:.::; . z { 'remnant 
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remnant' 6f twenty thonfaiid Latins foUcIted the ^ ^^^ **•' 
licence of befiegirig a caf)ital which contained above v— v^«*i? 
foiir hundred thoufand inhabitants **, able, though 
not willing, to bear anns in the defence of their 
country. Such an account would "indeed fuppofe 
a population of near two^ millions ; but whatever 
abatement may be required in the numbers of the 
Greeks, the belief of thofe numbers will equally 
exalt the fearlefs fpirit of their affailants. 

In the choice oiF the attack, the French and Ve- Firftfieg* 
netians were divided by their habits of life and •«<*€<>«- 
warfare. The former affirmed with truth, that Conftami* 
Conftantinople was mod acceflible oh the fide of JJJ^^l^^^, 
the Tea and the harbour. The latfer might aflfert July 7-«*» 
with honour, that they had long enough ti^ufted 
their lives and fortunes to a frail bark and a pre- 
carious element, and loudly demanded a trial of 
knighthood, a firm ground, and a clofe onfet, 
either on foot or horfeback* After a prudent 
comproniifej of employing the two nations by 
fea and land, in the fervice beft fuited to their 
charaft^r, the fleet covering the army, they both 
proceeded from the entrance to the extremity of 
the harbo^urc the ftone bridge of the river was 
haftily repaired ; and the fix battles of the French 
formed their encampment againft the front of the 

64 Quaere' eens mil homes ou plus (VillehardoDin, N^ 134.), 
mult be nndcrliood of men of z military age. Le Beau ( HiH^. do Bas 
Empire, torn. xx. p. 4.17.) allows Conftantinople a million of inha- 
HitantSy of wbom 60,000 horft, and an infinite number .of foot foU 
diem. In its prefent decay, the capital of the Ottoman empire may 
contain 400,000 fouis (BelPs Travelsy vol. ii. p. 401, 402.) } but as ' 
the Turks keep no regifters» and as circumftances are fallacious, if 
is impoflible to afcertain (Niebuhr^ Voyage en Arable, torn, i. 
p. 1 8, 19.) the real populoufoefs of their cities. 

P 3 iHpital, 
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^ ILc ^^ capital, the bafis of the triangle which ruM about 
four inile$ from the port to the Propontis ^'. On 
the edge of a broad ditch, at the foot of a lofty 
rampart, they had leifure to contemplate the dif- 
ficulties of their enterprife. The gates to the right 
and left of their narrow camp poured forth fre- 
quent failles of cavalry and light-infantry, which . 
cut off their ftragglers, fwept the country of pro-* 
yifions^ founded the alarm five or fix times in the 
courfe of each day, and compelled them to plant 
a pallifade, and (ink an entrenchment, for their 
immediate fafety, In the fupplies and convoys 
the Venetians had been too fparing, or the Franks 
too voracious: the. ufual complaints of hunger 
jnd fcarcity were heard, and perhaps felt : theij 
(lock of flour woqld be ea^ haufted in three weeks } 
and their difgufl of fait meat tempted them tq 
tafte the flefh of their borfes. The trembling 
ufurper was fupported by Theodore Lafcaris, his 
fon-in-law, a valiant youth, who afpired to fave 
and to rijle his country ; the Greeks^ regardlefs 
of that country, were awakened to tl^e defence of 
tbeir religion ; but their firraeft hope was in the 
ftrength arid fpirit of the Varangian guards, of 
jlihe Danes and Englifh^ as they ^re named in the 
writers of the times "^ After ten day^ {ncefTant 

. ^S On the moft corre£^ plans of Conftantinoplfy I know not how 
to meafure more than 4000 paces. Yet Yittehardouio ^ompotei 
thefpaceac three leagues (No86.)- If his eye were not deceived, 
be muft reckon by the old Gallic league of 1 500 paces^ which might 
i|iil be ufed in Champagne. 

^ Thegu^rdsy the Varangi, are ftyled liy Ville^ardouin (N?«9, 
9.5> ^<:*)» I^nglois«t Oanois avec leurs baches. Whatever bad been 
their origin, a French piigrim coiiid not be iniiiakeQ in the naticnf 
of which they were at jiiiat tiaie'ipoippoled* 

labo^ir^ 
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labour, the ground was kvelled, the ditcb ^led, ^ ? ^ *?• 
the approaches of the beliegers were regularly 
made, and two. hundred and fifty engines of 
.aflault exercifed their various powers tp clear the 
rampart, to batter the walls, and to fap the foun- 
dations. On the firfl: appearance of a breach, 
the fcaling-ladders were applied : the numbers 
that defended the vantage ground repulfed and 
x)pprefled the adventurous Latins ; but they ad- 
mired the refolvtion of fifteen knights and fer- 
jeants, who had gained the afcent, and . main- 
.tained their perilous ftation till they were preci- 
pitated or, made prifoners by the Imperial guard^. 
On the fide o( the harbour the naval attack was 
more fuccefsfuUy conduced by the Venetians j 
and that induftrious people employed every re- 
foijrce that was known and praftifed before the 
invention of gunpowder. A double line, three 
bow-fliots in front, was formed by the galHes and 
ihips i and the fwift motion of the former was 
fupported by the weight and loftinefs of the 
latter, whofe decks, and poops, and turret, were 
the platforms of military engines, that difcharged 
their Ihot over . the heads of the firft line. The 
foldiers, who leaped from the gallies on (hore, 
immediately planted and afcended their fcaling- 
ladders, while the large (hips, advancing more 
ilowly into the intervals, and lowering a draw- 
bridge, opened a way through the air from their 
mafts to the rampart. In the midft of the con-? 
fii^, the doge, a venerable and cpnfpicuous 
form, ftood aloft in complete armour on the 

P 4 prow 
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CHAP, prow of his galley. The great ftandard of St. 
Mark was difplayed before him ; his' threats, pro- 
mifes, and exhortations, urged th'e dilrgence of 
the rowers ; his veflel was the firft that ftruck ; 
and Dandolo was the firft warrior on the (hbre. 
The nations admired the magnanimity of the 
blind old man, without reflefting that his age 
and infirmities diminiftied the price of life, and 
enhanced the value of immortal glory.. On a 
Tudden, by an invifible hand (for the ftandard- 
Ipearer was probably flain), the banner of the 
republic was fixed on the rampart : twenty-five 
towers were rapidly occupied ; and, by Ithe cruiel 
expedient of fire, the Greeks were driven from 
the adjacent quarter. The doge had; diipatched 
the intelligence of his fuccefs, when he was checked 
by the danger of his confederates. Nobly de- 
claring, that he would rather die with the pil- 
grims than gain a viftory by their deftruftion, 
Dandolo relinquifliedi his advantage, recalled his 

• • • 

troops, and haftened to the fcene of aftion. He 
found the fix weary diminutive battles of the French 
encompaifed by fixty fquadrons of the Greek ca- 
valry, ' the leaft of which was more numerous 
than the largeft of their divifions. Shame and 
defpair had provoked Alexius to the laft effort of 
a general fally ; but he was awed by the firm 
order and m^nly afpeft of the Latins ; ' and, after 
ikirmrfhing at a diftance, withdrew his troops in 
the clofe of the evening. The filehce or tumult 
of the night exafperated his fears ; and the timid 
pfurper, collefting a trcafure of ten thoufand 

pound; 



OY T»i RdlA AN- EMPIRE. Vi^ 

» » _ 

poiincls oTgold^ bafely deferte3 Ws ^^ife,* his people; c' " Apf 
'afrd ills fortune ;'' threw hithfeflf into a batk, ftole ^^-^-U-i 
through the Bofphorus, and 'landed in fhameful 
•fafet'y in an obfcure 'harbour *of I'hrace. As 
iboh as they were aprpnfed of his flight,- the Greek 
nobles fought pardon and peace in' the dungeon 
'^hefe the blind ^faac expefted each hour the vifft 
of th6 executioner. Again faved and exalted by 
the viciflitudes of fortune, the captive in his im- 
perial Tobes was replaced on the throne, ^and fuf- 
rouhded with proftrate flaves, whofe real terror 
slhd *-affe£!ed joy he was incapable of difcerning. 
At the dawn of day hoftilities were fiifpended ; 
and the Latin chiefs were furprifed by a iheffage 
from the- lawfuland reigning emperor, who was 
impatient to embrace his fon, and to reward his 
giener(ius'de^ivere^^*^^. . > 

^ But thefe generous deliverers were unwilling to Rcflora- 
releafe their hoftaee, till they had obtained from ^•^"^^^^ 

'-* ' . •' emperor 

his father the payment, or at leaft the promife, of ifaac An- 
their recompehfe*- They chofe * four ambaffadors, hiVfon^" 
Matthew of Montmorency, our hiftorian the mar- Alexius, 
flial of Champagne, and two Venetians, to congra- " ^ *'* 
tulate the emperor. The g^tes were thrown open 
on their approach, the llreets on both fides yere 
lined with the battle-axes of the Danifli and Eng- 

*7 For (he firft: fiege and conqttcft of Conftantinople, we may 
read the. original letter ot the crofader^ to Innocent III. Geft.iy * 
€• 91. p. ^33, 534- Vjllehardouin, N® 75 — 99. Nicetas in AJexio 
Comnen. 1. iii. c. 10. p. 34.9 — 35a. Dandolo, in Chron. p. 311. 
Gunther, and his abbot Martin, were not yet returned from their 
Obftinate pilgrimage to Jeriifajem, or St. John d'Acre, where the 
greateft part of the coiupany had died of the ptaguft.* 
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CHAP. lifli guard : the prefeQce-chamber glittered with 
gold and jewels, the falfe fubftitute^i of virtue ^d 
power J by the fide of the blind liaac, bis wife 
was feated, the fitter of the king of Hungary; 
^d by her appearance, the nobli? matrons of 
Greece were drawn from their domeftic rctire- 
xnent, and mingled with the circle of fenatois 
and foldiers. The Latins, by the mouth .of the 
marQial, fpoke like men, confcious of their merits, 
but who refpeded the. work of their own hands j 
and the emperor clearly underftood, that hh 
fon's engagements with Venice and the pilgrin^ 
mud be ratified without hefitation or delay. 
Withdrawing into a- private chamber with the 
c^mprefs, a chamberlain, an interpreter, and the 
four ambaffadors, the father of young Alexius 
enquired with fome anxiety into the nature of 
his ftipulations* The fubmiflion of the Eaftern 
empire to the pope, the fuccour of the Holy Land, 
and a prefent contribution of two hundred thou* 
fand marks of filver — " Thefe conditions are 
*' weighty," was his prudent reply ; " they arc 
*< hard to accept, and difficult to perform. But 
** no conditions can exceed the meafure of your 
*^ fgrvices and defer ts." After this fatisfadory 
aifurance, the barons .mounted on horfeback, and 
introduced the heir of Conftantinople to the city 
and palace : his youth and marvellous adventures 
engaged every heart in his favour, and Alexius 
was folemnly crowned with his father in the dome 
of St. Sophia, In the firfl: days of his reign, the 
people, already blelTed with the reft oration of 
plenty and peace, was delighted by the joyful 

cataftrophe 
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-tttaftrophe of the tragedy ; and the difcontent chap, 
of the nobles, their regret, and their fear^ 
were covered by the poliflied furface of pleafur^ 
and loyalty. The mixture of two difcordant 
nations in the fame capital, might . have be^a 
pregnant with mifchief and danger ; and tb^ 
fuburb of Galata, or Pera, was aiTigned for ibe 
quarters of the French and Venetians* But the 
liberty of trade and familiar intercourfe was aU 
lowed between the friendly nations ; and each 
day the pilgrims were tempted by devotion or 
ciiriofity to vifit the churches and palaces of Con<i 
ftaminopie. Their rude minds, infenflble per^ 
baps of the finer arts, were aftoniflied by the 
magnificent fcenery : and the poverty of thd? 
pative towns enhanced the populoufnefs and 
riches of the firft metropolis of Chriftendom*% 
Defcending from his (late, youz>g Alexius waf 
prompted by intereft and gratitude to repeat bi^ 
frequent and familiar vifits to his Latin allies; 
and in the freedom of the table, the gay petUf- 
lance of the French fometimes forgot the emp&P 
ror of the Eaft *^ In their more ferious confer-* 
ences, it was agreed, that the re-unbn of the 

6' Compare, in the rade energy of Villehardouin (N<> 65. ioo.)u 
the infide and outHde views of Conftantinople, and their impreu 
(ion on the minds of the pilgrims: cette vtlte (fays he) que de 
toutes les autres ere fouveraine. See the parallel paiTages of FuU 
cheriiis Carnotenfis, Hift« Hierofol. 1« i* c* 4« and' Will. Tyr. ii.'}. 
XX. s6* 

^ As they played at dice, the Latins toek oiF his diadem, and 
clapped on his head a woollen or hairy cap, to pf^a^i/rpive; . x0(* 
5r«yxXs*rov KXT^^vvoum ovoiJix (Nlcetas, p. 358.). If thefis merrf 
fempanioRs were Venetiaivs^ it was the infolence of trade and a com* 
ll^onweaUb, 

two 
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two churches iniift be the refult of patience and 
time ; but avarice- was lefs tradable than zeal ; 
and a large fum was inftantly difburfed to appeafe 
the wants, and filence the importunity, of the 
<rru(ad€rs ^. Alexius was alarmed by the ap- 
prbathing hour of their departure : their abfence 
might have relieved him from the engagement 
which he was yet incapable of performing ; but 
his friends would have left him, naked and 
alone, to the caprkie and prejudice o£ a perfidious 
nation. He wifiied to bribe their ftay, the delay 
of a year, by undertaking to defray their expence, 
3n4 to fatisfy, in their name, the freight of the 
Venetian veffels. The offer was agitated in 
the council of the barons ; and, after a repetition 
of their debates apd fcruples, a majority of votes 
again acquiefced in the advice of the doge and the 
prtryer- of the young emperor. At the price of 
fixteen hundred pounds of gold, he prevailed on 
Ihe marquis of Montferrat to lead him with an 
army round the provinces of Europe ; to efta- 
blifh his authority, and purfue his uncle, while 
Conftantinople was awed by the prefence of 
Baldwin and his confederates of France and 
Flanders. The expedition was fuccefsful; th? 
6lind emperor exulted in the fuccefs of his arms, 
and liftened to the prediftions of his flatterers, 

. 70 ViUebardouint N° loi, Pandoloy p. jit. The dQge.:\fiirm$9 
that the Venetians were paid more ilow^ly than the Fienclij but 
he owns, chat the hiftories of the two nafic<«s difteied on that Tub- 
|cA« Had h« read Villehardouio ? The Greeks connplaioed« 
however^ quod totius Graeciae opes tranfitiiiffet (Guniber, Hift^ 
C P. c. 130* £ee the iaoientationi aod invedlivea of Niccta% 

(P'3550- . > . 
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tb^t'the felive;Pi"Pyyefi<:e "whiqliLliad* raffed. hlitt- ^^^^^ 
from the, dungew. to Ihe "Arone,- woiuW* h^^l hiat v-rv^ 
gout, peftca:^ Ws/ight, apd.;watth .ov.er the- long 
profpej-ity of hb reign. * y«tjhe.min4 of the fuf-? 
J)ic*ous pid man rwas. tortaentBdtbyr the fifing, 
gtorles,' of his!^ foil.;/ nqr.ifeiildribis -pride: rcondcal 
fiffam his envy, thatt, ;wljil:et.ilfk iowaL hanje: /waa 
pronpohc^'d in. ;faici: ii^mL.Telp6bB3lt lacdaxoaftjons^ 

L By: the recent irfrafionvithi: Greeks. 'tejare aiwafo Quarrel 
toed-Jrom a dreani of nine creot dries;! from' the: vaia Greek* 
prefDBiption that the capital of the Roman empirfa «."<* La- 
was impregpable to foreign strms*. Th'e.ftran^ersjctf 
the Weft. had. violated the city,' andbcftbw^dihe 
fceptre, of «Conftantine : their Imperial clieiKtl 
Ibbn^ becanie as unpopular as themfelves : th« 
tx^elUknbxlim vices of Ifaac Were r^dered {till mbfd 
contemptible by his infirmities; and the youn^ 
Alexius was hated as 'afi apoftate, who bad re^ 
nounced the maniiers and religion of his country; 
His fecrcf covenant with the -Latins wa$ divulgedf 
or fufpeded ; the people, and efpechlly thd 
clergy, were devoutly attached to their faith and 
fuperftition ; and every convent, -and every (hop, 
refounded. with the danger of. the church and the 
tyranny of the pope '*. An empty treafury could 

. ill 

71 The reign of Alexius Comnenus occupies three books in Nice* 
Us, p. 191*— }5z. The ihort reftoration of Ifasc and his Ton is dif- 
patched in five chapters, p. 35ft— 362. 

7* When Nicetas reproaches4ftle»u8 for his impious league, ht 
beftows the barfheft names on the pope^s new religion /iasi^ov x«i 
mwtiinwrvi • • . srfltpixTfwrw srisiwj # • • tw ra II»9r» TrpoKo/xtwy KocMo-fMOf 

• • • /X£TO(« 
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c » A p. ill fupply the demands of regal luxury and to^ 
reign extortion )! the Greeks refufed to ivert, by 
a general tax, the impending evils of fervitiide 
and pillage; the oppreffion of thc^ rich excited 
a more dangerous and perfonal refentment ; aii4 
if the emperor melted the plate, and defpoiled ths 
images, erf the ian£tuar j^ he feemed to juftify thi 
^mplaints of faereiy and facrilegei^ t)uring thcr 
lb£Bnce of marijuis. Boniface and. Jus Imperial 
pupil, Conflantinople was vifited. with a icahmity 
which might be jOftly imputed to the afieal and 
] kuiifcretion df the Flemifh pilgrims '^ In- one of 
their viiits to the city, they were fcaodaiized by 
die. aiped of a mofch or fynagogue, in which 
oiie ' God was worfliipped, without a partner or a 
fon. • Their effeftual mod€ of conttbverfy was to 
attack th^ infidds with the fword, and theif habi« 
tetion ^xth fire: but the infidels, and fooia 
G&f iftian neighbours, prefumed to dl^feqd their 
lives and properties ; and the! flaibes. .which bi- 
gotry had kindled confumed the moft orthodox 
and innocent ftru^^ures. During eight iljays and 
nights, the conflagration fpread aboye a league in 
front, from the harbour to the Propontis^ over 
the thickeft and moft populous, regions of the 
city. It is not eafy to count the ftat^ly churches 
and palaces that were reduced to a fmoking ruin^ 

• . . ft,iraQi(riv te xa* ^ErocTTotmn rwy ira.XMuf Pwjutawi? fSijy (p. 348.]. 
Such was the fincere language of ereiy Greek to ths iali gafp of the 
«iDpire. 

7i Nicctas (p. S-SSO is pofitiTc in the charge j and fpecrfies th4 
Flemings (^^la/^ioye^'), though be i« wrong .in fuppofing it an an^ 
cfcm name. Viilehardouin (N«> 107.) exculj>ates the barons, and 
h ignorant (perhaps afife^edly Ignorant) of the names of th< 

to 
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tb value tlie 'tiftrc|iandke that penlhed iti thfe • c h a p« ' 

trading ftrccts, or to number the families that 
were involved in* the common detfruftiou. fiy 
this outrage, which the dog^ and the baronV'in 
v^inafFefted to'difclaim, the name of th^ Ladtij^ 
became ftiir mpre unpof)ular ;' and th^ colbny ot! 
that nation, above fifteen thoufahd peffdlis, cbn-| 
fulted their fafety in a hafty retreat ftom the city' 
to the proteftion of their fltandard in the fuburb 
of Pera. The emper6r returned in triumph ; 
but the firmeft /and moft dextrous policy would 
have been infufficient to fteer him through the 
tempeft, wnich overwhelmed itic perfon and go- 
vernment of that unhappy yojith. * His o^A ih^ii- 
napbn/aWij Jiis father'^ advice^ Attached h^itt' to 
hisV bdnefa<9tors ; but Alexiu^ nefitated t)etwpeii 
gratitude and patriotifm, betweeft'thi? fear or his 
fufcjefls ?md o?his allies ^*. fey His JfeeWe zEfjd^fftic-; 
tuatirig cqhdu'S^t he loft the efteem and cbhfidfeiKrd 
ortoth; ^^<3, while he invited th^ marquis of 
Mofttfefr^t 'to occiupy the palace, he fuffered the 
lidbles to confpifc; and the people to arm, for 
the deliverance bf their country. Regardlefs of 
bis ^aiii.ful fitaatiori,/ the Lathi chiefs repeated 
their dediands,\r6fented hiii delays, fufpefted his 
intentions, and exafted a dedfive anfwer of peace 
or war. iThe * hafughty fummons was delivered by 
three Prench knighti ai>d three Venetian dephties, 
whb girded their, ifwords, tnouiited their horfes, 

•|J.'#' « I' 

• *- • ■ ■ 

-7i»*t6tlif!(ar\! thfc A)fpkiohs laud romplaints of Nk^Us (p.'aj^— 
S6aj) vtrltb tfab.lxLotK ck^ar^s \^f Balditin of FJand«rs i(Gei(«. Inno* 
cent XI I^ c. 91. p* 534*)f cum pstriarcha «t mole DQbilium* nobis 
pVoniiins Jperjurus etmftnUax. 

pierced 
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•^.^^^•ol^^rced' through .the angry ipultiti^e,. a^d . entejed 



The war 
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-i-v-Ni*-/ lyith a learl^fs countenance the pa^ce ;^nd pre- 
le^jce of the Greek eniperoK _Tn/a peremptory 
tOiic, they recapitulatei their. (eVvices and his 

enffagements ; and boJdly declared, that fjanlels 

'irftrl W' , .. •^^^^i( ijU „fr.: . '--Li .>r U-. /> :- .- 
their juit claims were tqllv and immediately iatil-, 

I'^'jY' il''- ?k!;"' vi^'^ • t' • • <■' ' t^'^rr-t •- • '••i_-' '■' - 

ned,- they.,Ihoiild .no lontrer hold him either as a 
foveremn or •a friend. ,, Alter. this d^fiauce, toe 
fc-'ft iTiat had eyVr.woqhded ai^ Irtiperjal/ear, they* 
departed without' betraying any fympxoins of fearf;' 
biit their ^fcape^'from a.^ierviie palace and a fu- 
nous .cicyauonifhed the ambafladors . themfelves : 
and their return to .tne rcamp was. the lia[nal of 
mutual hollihty. r. j. '-».^.:i 

■a.'d.' F'*"^^ pyert)orn,e, by the itppetuous multitude, ,wha 
1104.. mi/took their ^rage tor valpi^r^ ,their rnumhers. for 
ftjr^a^h.^ a%d ,tjieir taj^aticUm fqr^t^e, Uipport and' 
ipJpir^Upu of Meavea. In ihe eyes pf both.na-. 
tions Alexius was falfe and conteanptible : the 
bafe and fpuriojus.race of the. Angeli was rg^cted 
with clamorous difdain ; and the peopl^ pf Con- 
ftanrinople encompiiffed the legate, .to deitjand at. 
^eir hands a more wpriby emperor. To every 
fenator, conspicuous by: his birth or dignity, they 
filicceffively preferued i;be purple: by each feiiator 
tjie deadly • ^ garment , was repul^d : the contefl: 
lifted three days; and we pi^y iQarii. from the 
hiiloriaa Nicetas, one of. the members of the 
affembly, that fear and weaknefs were the guar* 
dians pf their loyalty. A phantom^ who vaniflied 
in oUivion, - was ' forcibly proclaimed by the 

• . ' crowd; 
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crowd ^V}. hut <h^ author of the tumult^ ^nd the <^ " A.p. 
kader o£ the war, wje; a pj;ince of thp,houfe of ^.— p>v>^ 
Ducas ; and his common appellation of Alexius, 
iwuft be difcriminated by. tl\e epithet .of Mour- ,^ 
zoufle ^\ which in the vulgar idiom exprefled the 
cloC? ]^^)j(Stion of his. black aivd.fhaggy leye- brows* 
At once a patriot and a courtier, the perfidious 
Mpurzoufle, who w^as not deftitute of cunning, 
and, ^our^e, oppof^d the Latins both in fpeech 
and adion, inflamed the paiSons and prejudices, 
of the Greeks, and infinuated himfelf into tho 
favour andl- confidence of Alexius, who trufted 
him with the office of great chamberlain, and 
tinged hiS) buikjus wi$h the colours of royalty^ 
At the dead; of night, be ru/hed into the bed» 
chamber With; an affrighted afped, ezclai^iingi 
that tb^ p^^Qe was attack^, by. the people and 
betrayed by th^ guards. Starting from his coucb^ 
the iinfufpe^i$g prince threw himfelf into, tbe 
arms^of hisl<enemy» who bad contrived bisefcape 
by a ' privtite' ftaircafe.i Bytt that Aaircaiie termir Alciiut 
nated in. a prifon :. Alexius was feized, .ftrippdd, Tjl'^'^^, 
and loaded with chain&jbnd,' after ttiAing fome pofedby 
days.th^. bflt^r^efs q{ d«.ath, he wa^ pc^foflf^'or ^^;^ 
flrangled, (^ beaten with ebbs, at the cgmmand^ ^^^^ ^* 
and in the /prfefe^cp , • of tthe ty rs^nt. The . emperor 
Ifaac.Angjsl^ foo9 fo^owed his fpn to th& grave;^ 

. 75 His naone was Nicholas CdQ.^bus j he deferved the praife of NU 
Cetas atrd the vcirgetncc of MoxirtouAt (p. 361.). 

7^ VilieKnrdouin (N0116.) fpeaks of him as a favourite, with- 
out knoi^ing tbit be was a pnnce of the bloody Argtltu and 
Dacqs.^ Ducange, who pries into every corner^ believes him t^ 
be the Ton of Ifaac Ducas Sebaftocrator» and Iccond CQitlin of young 
Alexius. 

.• Vol. XL <^ and 
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and Mourzoufle, perhaps, might fpare the fuper« 
fluous crime of haflening the extinftron of impo« 
tence and blindnefs. 
Second The. death of the emperors, and the ufarpatlon 

jlS^ary— ^f Mourzouflc, had changed the nature of the 
April. quarrel. It ^as no longer the difagreement of 
allies who over-valued their fervices, or neglefted 
their obligations : the French and Venetians for- 
got their complaints againfl Alexius, dropt a tear 
on the untimely fate of their companion, and 
fwore revenge againft the perJfidioQs nation who 
had crowned his aflfaflin. Yet the prudent doge 
was ftill inclined to negociate ; he aiked as a debt, 
a fubfidy, or a fine, fifty thoufand pounds of 
gold, about two millions flerling; nor would 
the conference have been abruptly broken, if the 
zeal or policy of Mourzoufle had not refufed to 
facrifice the Greek church to the fafety of the 
ftate'^^ Amidft the inveftive of his foreign and 
domeftic enemies, we may difcern, that he was 
not unworthy of the character which h^ had 
afliimed, of the public champion: the fecond 
iiege of Conflantinople was far more laborious 
than the firfl; the treafury was replenifhed, and 
difcipline was reftored, by a fevere inquifition into 
the abufes of the former reign ; and Mourzoufle, 
an iron mace in his hand, vifiting the pofls, and 
hffe6ling th^ port and afped of a warrior, wa$ 
an objeft of terror to his foldiers, at lead, and 

77 This neg(^iationy probable in itfelf, and attciM by Nicetsi 
(P* 3^iO» >' omitted ai rcaodaloiit by the delicacy of Dandtlo abd 

Villfhardouin. 

^.. to 

\ 
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to his kinfmen. Before and after the death of chap. 
Alexius, the Greeks made two Yigorous and well- 
condufted attempts to burn the navy in the har^ 
hour } but the ikill and courage of the Venetians 
tepulfed the fire-fhips ; and the vagrant flames 
wafted themfelves without injury in the fea'\ 
In a nocturnal fally the Greek emperor was van« 
quiflied by Henry, brother of the count of Flan^^ 
ders : the advantages of number and furprife ag« 
gravated the ihame of his defeat; .his buckler 
was found on the field of battle ; and the Impei» 
rial ftandard^% a divine image of the Virgin, 
was prefented, as a trophy and a relic, to the 
Ciftercian. monks, the difciples^of St. Bernard. 
Near three months, without excepting the holy 
feafon of Lent, were confumed in fkirmifhes and 
preparations, before the Latins were ready or re» 
folved for a general aflault. The land fortifica* 
tions had been found impregnable ; and the Ve* 
Betian pilots reprefented^ that, on the ihore of 
the Propontis, the anchorage was unfafe, and the 
fhips muft be driven by the current far away to 
the ftreights of the Hellefpont; a profpedl not 
unpleafmg to the reludtant pilgrims, who fought 
every opportunity of breaking the army. From 
the harbour* therefore, the aifault was deter*. 

7* Baldwin meations both attenipu to fire tbe fleet (Geft. e. 91. 
P* 534>» 53S*} 9 Villehardoutn (No 113— 115.) ohlydefcribet tbtiirft. 
It is remarkable^ that neither of thefe warriors obferye any pccuiUr 
properties in the Greek fire. 

79 Ducange (Noi]9.} ponrs forth a torrent of learning on the 
GwfuiieH Jmptrial, This banner of tbe Virgin is (hewn at Venice as a 
trophy and relit 1 if it be geiiiiine» the pious doge muft have cheated 
ibc moAka of Citeaux. 

C^a ' mined 
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c^ A ^. xttintd by the affailants, and expefted by the be- 
A^— ^^^ fiegedj and the emperor had -placed his fcarlet 
pavilions on a neighbouring height, to direft' 
and animate the eflForts of his troops. A fearMs' 
fpeftator, whofe mind could entertain the Ideas (rf* 
pomp and pleafare, might have admired the k>ng 
array of two embattled armies, which eictended 
above half a kague, the one on the fhips and 
g^liies, the other on the walls and towers raifed' 
Aove the ordinary level by feveral ftages of 
woodeil turrets. Their firft fury was fpent in the 
difcharge of darts, ftones, and fire, from thcf 
•ngtncfs ^ but the water wias deep; the French 
¥^cr€ bold ; the Venetians were ikili\il ; they ap- 
proached the walls ; and a defperate confliS of 
Avords; fpcars, and battle-axes, was fought on 
the trembling bridges that grappled the floating, 
to the ftable, batteries. \n more than an hun- 
dred places, the aflault was urged, and the de- 
fence was fuftained ; till the fuperiority of ground 
and numbers finally prevailed, and the Latin 
frtmpets founded a retreat. On the enfuing 
iays, the attack was renewed with equal vigour, 
andafimilar event; and in the night,, the doge 
arid the barons held a council, apprehenfive onlj^ 
for the public danger : not a voice pronounced 
the words of efeape or treaty ; ?ind each warrior, 
according to his ten^r, embraced the hop& of 
vidory, or the aflfurance of a gbrioas death •\ 

, By 

. So Viilfliardovrn (N« i«6.) c^i^ct, that mult «re grant p^-^ 
ril; and Guntberus (Hift/c.P. c. 13.) af&MM, tkiit BwUa iVfis 
TiAonae arridere poterat. Yet the knight defpifts tbofe ^ho 

thoHgbt 
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: By xhe experience of Hie fbvmer fege^ the 'Ofieeks c h 'a >. 
^wei^e mibuftedJ^rfbiit the Latins were aoimated ; 
' and the knowledge that Gonftantinople rm^t be 
taken, wsts of more avail than: the. loca( prec^aq- 
tion^ Which that knowledge had infpircd for its 
defehce. In the third ^{fault, two fhipsr::w«iie 
linked together to double their ftrfen^th ^ a>dftranig 
north wind drove them on the fhor& \ the biflvD^ 
of Troyes and Soiflbns led the van 5 andrfie alt- 
fpicious names of the ^;7^ri;»'.afld tfi?. j^»/vid^ 
refbunded along the line'*'. ' Tlife epifcopaJ ban- 
ners wete difplayed on fhe walls;* itm hundred 
marks oT filver had been promf&d 4o the firft 
adventurers ; and if their reward wad tntercepoecl 
by death, their names have beeii imiAO^qliled by 
fatne. Four towers were fcaledj ihrdfe .giil^s 
were burft open ; and the French knights^ whp 
might tremble on the waves, frft thehitelves in- 
vincible on horfcback on the folid ground. Sh^l 
I relate that the thoufands who guarded the em- 
peror's perfon fled on the apptx^ach and' 1[>efore 
the lance of a fingle warrior? Their 'ighqinfii. 
niotis flight is attefted by their countryman Ni- 
cetas ; an army of phantoms marched witji the 
French hero, and he was magnified to a giant : iji 
the eyes of the Greeks **. While the ftigkivef 

.• Id^fert^ 

thought of flighty and the monk praifet his countrymeii' who w^ 
Ttfo Wed on death. . , ^ 

^1 Bkldv^in^ and ^11 the Writers, b0iK>iH*'the naipesof^ tbdeUWo 
gaHtes, feliti ftufpicio. • ,. 

H Wi^b an allufion to Homer, Nicctiis cnlls him iww of^/v^oiif 
nine orgyte, or eighteen yards high, a ftsturc wtvitb wuuU itk- 
deed have cxcufcd the terror of. the Gueck. , Oa this ocf^fi^Ot 

0^3 ^^ 
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deferted their pofts and cafl: away their arms^ tli^ 
Latins entered the city under the^ banners of their 
leaders: the ftreets and gates opened (or thdr 
pafiage ; and either defign or accident kmdled a 
third conflagration, which confumed in a few 
hours the meafure of three of the largeft cities of 
France "« In the clofe of the evening, the barons 
checked their troops, and fortified their ilations ; 
•they were awed by the extent and populoufnefs 
of the capital, which might yet require the labour 
of a month, if the^ churches and palaces were con- 
fcious of their internal ftrength. But in the 
morning, a fuppliant proceffion, with crofles and 
images,- announced the . fubmjflion of the Greeks, 
and deprecated the wrath of the conquerors ; the 
ufurper efcaped through the golden gatej the 
.palaces of Blachernas and Boucoleon were occu- 
pied by the count of Flanders and the mar- 
quis of Montferrat ; and the empire, which ftill 
bore the name of Conftantine, and the title of 
Roman, was fubverted by the arms of the Latin 
pilgrims *\ . 

Con- 

the hiftorian (eemt fonder of the fnanrellous, than of his countryy 
or perhajM of truth. Baldwin excUtms in the words of the pfalmi^, 
perleqnkur upas ex npbit centum alienos* 

•l ViUehardouin (N^ijo.) is again ignorant of the authors of 
M mor^ legitimate fire, which is afcribed by Guniber to a quU 
dam comet Tcutonicus (c. 14.). They feem aibamed, the in. 
ceadiaries i 

S4 For the fecond (lege and conqueft of Conftantinople, fee 
Villehardottin (N<» iis-~i3a.}i Baldwin^ ii^ Epilile to Innocent 
III. (Gefta, c. 91. p. 534— 537- )» ^'^b the whole reign of Moor- 
^oa4e» IB Nicetas (p. 36} — 375*)$ Md borrow foine hints from 
Dandolo (Cbron. Venet. p. 3ft3— 330.) and Gonther (Hift. C,P. 
tf ti^it*}i who add the deeonmont of prophecy and vifion; 

The 
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. Conftantinople had been taken by {lorm,;.aiid ^ \^ ^\ 
no reftraints, except thofe of religion and hr^ ^■*"-^>r«*» / 
manity, were impofed on the. conqu^or$ by the conft^*„r 
laws of war. Boniface .marquis of Montfiprrat (till tioopie. 
a£ted as their general; and the Greeks, ^who 
revered his name as that of their futuije .fovQifei^^ 
were beard to exclaim in a lamentable tone. 

• • • • • w 

^^ Holy marquis-kingy have mercy upon us!'* 
H|is pr^dence or compaflion opisned the gates of 
the city to the fugitives; and he exhorted the 
foldiers of- the crofs to fpare the lives of their 
fellow-Chriftians. The dreams of blood that 
flow down the pages of Micetas, may be reduced 
to the daughter of two thoufand of his unrefifting 
countrymen " ; and the greater part was maf« 
facred, not by the ftrangers, but by the Latins, 
who. had befih driven from the ci^, and who ex- 
ercifed the revenge of a triumphant fadion. Yet 
of thefe exiles, fome were lefs mindful of injuries 
than of benefits ; and Nicetas himfelf was in- 
debted for his fafety to the generofity of a Vene- ^ 
tian merchant. Pope Innocent the third accufes 
the pilgrims of refpeding, in their luft, neither 
age nor fex, nor religious profeifion ; and bitterly 
laments that the deeds of darknefs, fornicationj| 
adultery, and inceft, were perpetrated in open 
day ; and that noble matrons and holy nuns 

» 

• 

The former produces an onicle of tbe Erythnean fybil^ of a great 

artiuimenc on tbe Adriatic, under a blind thief, agiinft Byzan* 

tium» &C Curioua enougb, were the predidion anterior to tbe 

faa. 

. ^5 Cccidenint tamen el die ciyium quafi duo miliia, &c« (Oiin. 

tber, .c* i8.) Aritbrneticia an excellent touchAone to try tbe. aai« 

plificationt of paffion and rhetoric. 

C^4 were . 
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CHAP, ^ere 'poUutied by the groohis and ptifiiiir^ Ithe 
^^ tfathblk camp**. It is indeed ptpbttbte tiial flie 
> Ifcerfcfe bY viftory prdnYpt'ed and coVi^eQ a'wut 
titilde of fins: but it is certain, that 'fhe capital 
bf the liaft contained a ftbck tof vdftf • or AviDing 
betuty, fufBcient to Tatiiite the deftrfe ' k:lf * t1«renty 
chouTand pilgrims ;* amfd -female^ pMfonef«-^erc no 
longjer fubjedk to the right or abufe of dbmeftic 
flavery. The marquis of Moritferrtft "wiS the 
patron of dlfcipHne and deceiicy ; the cbtilit rf 
FTariders was the mirroi* of chaflity : 'they b^ 
forbid den, tinder pain of death, thfe rape of 'mar* 
tied' wometi, or virginsr, or nunsi; anfl fhe pro- 
clamation' was fometimiis invokted by the van^ 
quilhed-*' and refpedid by the yiftemii : Their 
cruelty and luft were moderated bjf^hfe' authority 
Off the chiefs,' ahd feelings of the'feldiers ;' for 
. yfc are no longer defcribing an hriipfidh -of the 
northern favages ; and however ferddckis they 
might ftill appear, time, policy, anfi religion, 
had civilized the " manners * of the French, and 
ftill more of the Italians, But" a free fcopie was 
allowed to their avarice, whidi was glutted, .even 
in the holy week, by- the pillage of Gonffanti* 
nople. The right of viftory, unfliackled by any 

W Qiii^am '(fiiys Innocent in. Geila, c. ^4* p. 53*.) nee i»-. 
ligioni, nee setati, nee fexui pepercerunt : fed fornicationes, adut* 
ttria^ et mceftu^ in occults omfduiB exereentes, non folum mttritata's 
•t vklms, fed et matronts et virginst Deoqac «|icatsis» cxpoTimntiiC 
^rdtiit garcionnm. ViiJchafdopin t^kes no aobce oftheie common 
incidents. 

> f7 NicMtt ivfed, and afterwrards-qnarried, a noM« virgin (p. 390. )» 
whMi a feldicr, tm /iy»t wtMMq mrim ^nfifttfivftaoif fasid aJmoft 
?io)9tCfi in fpite of the maXou^ crraAfan» wytfamr»» ^ 

promifo 
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^tomife?>r treaty, had <:<)fififGated, the pablfc, 5»4 ^-^x "^ 
ptiyate weigiUh of the Gi-^ks^^ fajEid €;very b^^a ^^.^r^,'^ 
aifcoffdiag ro its fi^e and ftiengih;,. might la>frf\illy 
execute .the feme6<je and fe}:&e. Ae fotidtUre* A 
portable and. ainiv^rfal ftabdw'd, t)f exchaii^ fw«$ 
£(^UJtKl in (he ;cpin^d and tintpined metlb af r gQ)4 
fand iilvcr, vrbich^ each cajptor aj: home or atirottd 
saighc coa^Ycrt into the .poifedions mod fuUiDUb tp 
bis temper apd fituation. iO£! the treafures, vtHich 
trade and* luxury had accumulated, tfacufilks, 
velvets, f errs,, the gems, (pices,: and rich mov^ 
ables, were the moft precious, as they could ndt 
be procured for ttioney in 'the Tuder countriei of — # 
Etirope. An^i-der of rapine was inftitute^^ not Divironof 
wa^ the fliare of each individual albandonfed t^ **»*^po»>- 
induftry or chance. Under, the tremendous . pe- 
nalties 'of perjury, excorartuhictition imd ^eatfe, 
the Latins were bound to deliver their plunder 
into . the commop, (lock ? three churches were 
fele^ed for the depofit and dtftributioa of 
the fpoil : ^ finglfc ihare was allotted to a foot 
4«)(ldier ; two for a ferjeant on horfeback, ; four to 
a Itnight; anfd larger proportions according to 
the rank 'and merit of the barons and princes. 
For violating this facred engagement, a knight 
belonging to the count of St* Paul was hanged 
with . his fliield and coat of arms round his neCk : 
his .example might render iimilar offenders more 
artful and difcreer ; but avarice was more power* 
ful than fear ; and it is generally believed, that 
the fecrat far exceeded the acknowledged plunder. 
Yet the magnitude of the pri^se furpafled the 

largeft^ 
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largeft fcale of experience of expedadoh 
After the \rhole had been equally divided between 
the French and Venetians, fifty thoufand marks 
were deduced to fatisfy the • debts of the former 
and the demands of the latter. The refidue of 
the 'French amounted to four hundred thov&nd 
marks of filver '% about eight hundred thoufand 
pounds fterling; nor can I better appreciate the 
value of that fum in the public and private tranf- 
adions of the age, than by defining it at feven 
times the annual revenue of the kingdom of Eng- 
land »^ 
f4\t^ In this great revolution we enjoy the fingular 

r»^,l!!S. felicity of comparing the narratives of Villehar- 
douin and Nicetas, the oppofite feelings of the 
marihal of Champagne and the Byzantine fena^ 
tor'\ At the firft view it fhould feem that the 

S* Of the genera] maft of wealth, Gunther obferves, ut de pau- 
peribos et advenis ciyes dittflimi redderenmr (Hift. C. P. c. iS); 
Villehirdouifi (N<' U^Ot *^*' ^^^^ ^^^ creation* ne fu taut 
gtaignic dans une vill i Baldwin (Gefta, c, 9»*)ii u( Untum tola 
non videatur poHidere Latinitas. 

<9 Viltehardoutn, N^ i33«-"i35« Inftead of 4.oo,ooo» there it a 
Tirioiia reading of 500»ooo« The Venetians had fxffered to take the 
whole booty^ and to give 400 marks to each knight, aoo to each 
prieft and horfeman, and 100 to each foot foldier ; they would have 
been great lofera (Le Beau, Hid. du Bas-Empire, torn. xx. p. $oim 
I know not from whence). 

90 At the council of Lyons (A. D. i24.s)» ^^ Englifh ambaifadors 
Aated, the revenue of the crown as below that of the foreign 'clergy, 
which amounted to 60,000 marks a year (Matthew Paris, p. 4.51. 
Home's Hiftory of England, voL ii. p. lyo.}. 

9< The diforders of the fack of Conftantinople, and his own ad- 
Ventures, are feelingly defcribcd by Nicetas, p. 367— 369, and in 
the Status U^. C. P. p. 375— 3S4« His comiplaintt even of facri. 
Jegc are juftified by Iiinoeenr I(I« (Gefta, c. 9s.} | but Viliebar- 
douin 4oes not betray a fyhnptom of pity or reniorfet 

wealth 
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vedth ef Conftaatmbple wis only transferfisi ciiAfr. 
4rDin one nation to another ; and- that the lofs s^-v-w 
and forrow of the Greeks is exaftly balanced by 
the joy and advantage of the Latins. But in the 
• mfferable acconnt of war, the gain is neVer cquU 
:vaient to the IdfSi the pleafure to the pain: the 
ftniles of_.the Latrtis were tranfieht and fallacious'; 
the Greeks for ever wept over the ruins of thdar 
country; and' their teal calamities were aggra* 
vated by facrilege and mockery. . What benefits 
accrued to the conquerors from the three fiNs 
^hich annihilated' fo vaft a portion of the biiikl^ 
ings and riches of the city? What a flock df 
fuch things, as could neither be ufed nor tranf- 
ported, was niaiicioully or wantonly deftrbyerf? 
How much treafure was idly wafted in gaming, 
debauchery, and riot ? And what precious - ob- 
jefts were bartered for a vile price by the impi- 
tience or ignorance of the foldiers, whofe reward 
was ftolen by the bafe induftry of the laft of the 
Greeks? Thefe alone, who had notching to lofe, * 
might derive fome profit from the revolution; 
but the mifery of the upper ranks of fociety h 
ftrongly painted in the perfonal adventures of 
Nicetas himfelf. His ftately palace had been re* 
duced to afhes in the fecond conflagration; and 
the fenator, with * his family and friends, found 
an obfcure ihelter in another houfe which he pof* 
fefleid near the church of St. Sophia. It was the 
door of this mean habitation that his friend the 
Venetian merchant guarded in the difguife of a 
foldier, till Nicetas could fave, by a precipitate 
flight, the relics of his fortune and the chaftity of^ 

hi$ 
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c H A f. Ilis daughter. In a/cold wh^ry ferfpni vtheik f^ 
fc^^^^^> ;gtdves» nqrfed; m the lap. of .profperity^ dtpsittfiA 
on foot;' bi& wif&.,was. with *c^Ud: the. defertioa 
x>f tlieir (laves x;pippelled tberatp carrjr their ba§- 
.g^^ ,oix th^ir .ou^n fliouldprs j ai^d their won^j), 
,V(fiqn;i they pl^ced^. in thp cftntre,. wer,e, exhorted 
•to conceal their; beauty wj^|^ djrt, ' . iuftead ..qf 
adorning .it with, gaint and jewels. Every, ftcp 
.was^.expofed ta.infult and danger : | the threi^s of 
the. ilfaiiig^ were lefs painful than, the taunts 9f 
:iki plebeians,^ ^ith w^m they were now levelled.; 
.901* did; the '^iles breathe, in fj^ty till their 
^mournful pilgrimage . w^s conclpded at Selymbria, 
^bove- forty miljes from the capital. On the 
•way they overtook the patriarch, without attend- 
ance and almoiL without apparfel, . riding on m 
.aft, and reduced ,ta a ftata. of . appftolical poyqty^ 
.which, . had| it .been voluntary^, might perhaps 
'have been meritorious. In the mean while, his 
.defolate churches were profaned by the licen- 
Sacrilege tioufnefs and pafty ^eal of the Latins. Aft^ 
■"^, ilripping the^gems and pearls, they converted 
the chaUces into drinking-cups.; their tables, on 
which they gamed and feafted, were covered., 
.with the pictures of Chrift and the faints; and 
ithey trampled ; uj^x^e^ foot the ax)ft venerable ob- 
jefts of the Chriftian worlhip. In the cathedral 
of St. Sophia^ the ample veil of the fanduary 
.was. rent afmider for the. iaJ$je. of the eolden 
fringe} and the altar, a monument of art and 
rTiches, was^ broken in pieces and ibared amoi^ 
jhe captors. Their muka and horfes were ladep 
• with^ the wroig|u fUver and gilt carvings, wbii^ 

II tftey 
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they tore down from the doort and pulpit} and' ch^^f. - 
if th€ beads ftumbled ikndar the burtbeiv, ibey ^a.#s?<^ 
vt'ere dabbed by- their impatient dri^i^, afiduhe 
holy pavement' (Ireanied \^ith their irmpiireblopd^i 
A f»'oftitute was' feaifd oa< the ^horoire of : tbd -pa*^ 
triarch; and that daiugliter pf Bdlial, as fh€ ir 
ftyled, fang ind' dan-eed in .the^ church,, to ridi- 
c^ethe hyiims/andt proceffioos.of the Orieatals^ 
Nor were the ^repoofitories of the r6y al dend feotfr^ 
from vblatbn: in tfaii church t>f the a^^dftle^^' 
the tombs of the empenors were ri^ed ; and it Si 
fkid, that after fix caituries the corpfe of Jufti- 
man was fouad without any :fi^ of decay- or 
putreladion. In the ffreets, the French and 
Eiemings clothedx^themfelvessuidi their horfes inl 
painted robes imd: flowng head^drefles of linen ; 
and the coarfe intemperance of their feafts^* in- 
fulted the fplendid fobriety of the £af|. To ex*; 
pofc the arms of a. people of fcribes and fcfablars, 
they affeded to difplay a pen, an ink-horn, and s 
iheet of paper, without difceming that the inftru^ 
meats of fcience and valour were alike feeble and 
yfslefs in the hands of the modem Greeks. 

Their reputation and their language encouraged Deftruc- 
them, however, to defpife the ignorance, and ta ftatuesu 
overlQok the progrefs,. of the Latins^'. * In the 

k V •• • ' • ■ 

9* If I rightly apprehend the Greek of Nicetas's reeeipt*, tlifcli 
favourite diibef were, boiled buttocks of beef, fait' pork and peafe, 
and feup made ai garlic and fiiarpor /burherbt (p. ^St.^'i • > *» t 'it 

91 'Niceta« afes veVy haHh ex predion^, t€c^*ayf»(*fMi^f'B»pf9t^^} 
jMti vikMi aiwX^/2»jTti< (FVagmcnt. alpud Pflfcfiic, r ibltot'.'Graw. t6t«? 
vi. p»>4i4.). This rejyoacb; it is^true, »pfpli« nio(k rt-fongiy to the?f 
4fl«090ce pf Gseek ^nd of. H4nifr/. lflit>h^r 'j](w^'^gu«^, fl)% 
Latins of the xii^^ and xiii^^ centuries were not deftitute of literfttc}#(. 
See Harru*s Philological Inquiries, p. iii. c, 9> lo, ii. 

-/.'.; love 
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^ ^ ""• Ibrt of the am, the national difference wai ftill 
more obvious and real ; the Greeks preferved ^th 
reverence the works of their anceftors, which, 
they could not imitate; and, in the deftrudion 
of the ftatues of Conftantinople, we are provoked 
to join in the complaints and invedtves of the 
Byzantine hiftorian^. We have feen how the 
ziiBng city was adorned by the vanity and de& 
potifm of the Imperial founder: in the ruins of 
paganifm, fome gods and heroes were iaved from 
the axe of fuperftttioii ; and the forum and hippo- 
drome were d^nified with the relics of a better 
age. Several of thefe are defcribed by Nicetas ^% 
m a florid and affeded ftyle ; and, from his de-^ 
fcriptions, I (hall feleifl fome interefting particu- 
lars. I. The victorious charbtecrt were caft in 
bronze, at thdr own, or the public, charge^ 
and fitly placed in the hippodrome: they ftood 
aloft in their chariots, wheeling round the goal ; 
the fpe£Utors could admire their attitude, and 
judge of the refemblance; and of thefe figures, 
the moft perfed: might have been tranfported 
from the Olympic ftadium. 2. The fphynz, 

94 Nibctas was of Chonae in Phrygia (the old Colof&B of St. 

_ ■ 

Paul): he raifed himfelf to the honours of fenator^ )udge of the 
Tcily ^nd great logotbcte ; beheld tbe fall of the empire, retired 
to Nice, and compofed an elaborate hiltory from the death of 
Alexius Comnenut to the reign of Henry. 

9; A manure ript of Nicetat in the Bodleian library, contains 
this curious fragment on the ftatues of Conftantinopley which 
frauds or Oiame, or rather carelefsneis, has fhropt in the common 
editions* It is publiihed by Fabricius (Bit)iot* Grssc. torn* vi« 
y» 405—4.16.}, and immoderately praifed bv the late ingeaiout Mr* 
Harris of Salilbury ' (Philological loquirieti p. iii* C. 5* p. 3oi«« 

nver* 
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riycNhorfe, and cfocodile, denote tho^ climate c m a p. 
and manufiidure of Egypt, and the • fpoils of that 
ancient province. 3. The (he-^wolf fuckling Rd* 
mulus and Remus; a fubjed alike pleafing to 
the old and the new Romians ; bttt which could 
rarely be treated before the decline of the Greek 
fculpture. 4. An eagle holding and tearing a 
ferpent in his talons; a domeftic monument of 
the Byzantines, which they afcribed, not to a 
human attift, but to the magic power of the 
philofopher ApoUonius, who, by his talifman, 
delivered the city from fuch venomous reptiles. 
5. An afs, and his driver; which were ereded 
by Auguftus in his colony of Nicopolis, to 
commemorate a verbal omen of the vidory 
of A£Uum. 6. An equeftrian flatue; which 
pafled, in the vulgar opinion, for Jofhua, the 
Jewifh conqueror, flretehing out his hand to ftop 
the courfe of the defcending fun, A more claf- 
fical tradition recognifed the figures of Bellero* 
phon and Pegafus ; and the free attitude of the 
deed feemed to mark that he trod on air, rather 
than on the earth. 7. A fquare and lofty obe- 
liik of brafs ; the fides were embofled ^ with a 
Variety of pifturefque and rural fcenes: birds 
iinging; ruftics labouring, or playing on their 
pipes; flieep bleating; lambs flapping; the fea, 
and a fcene of fifh and fifhing ; little naked cu- 
pids laughing, playing, and pelting each other 
with apples; and, on the fummit, a female 
. figure turning with the flighteft breath, and thence 
denominated fbe winds attendant. 8. The Phry« 
gian ihepherd prefenting to Venus the prize of 

9 beauty^ 
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beauty » the appfe of difcdrd. 9. T^e incpmpfts^bl^ 
((atue of £le)^ { which k delities^ed by Nicet^sj m 
the words of jidmiral^ion and love : her well turned- 
feet, fnowy arflis, rofy lips,, bewitching finil^s, 
ijwimining eyes, arched eye-brows, the harmony 
gf Ijer ibape, the light^efs of her drapery,/ andr 
^r flowing locks that waved in the w[iad: .a 
ll^aiity that might have moved her Barbarian de- 
ft royerg to pity and remorfe. lo. The manly or 
divide form of Heresies'*, as he.was. reftored to 
life by the mafter-hand of Lyfippus ; of fiAch mag- 
pitude, that his thumb was equal to the waift, 
hi& leg tQ the ftatuxe, of a cpn^mon man ^^ ; hjs 
f:beft ample, his fhoulder^ brpad, his limbs (Irong 
and mufcular, his hair curled, his. afped com* 
inanding. Without his bow, or quiver, or club, 
h^ lion's ikin carelefsiy thrown over him, he wa$ 
^tedpn an ofier balket, his right leg and arm 
ftretched to the utmoft, his left knee bent, and 
Supporting his elbow, his head reclining on his 
Xdt ^nd^ his countenance indignant and penfive* 
XI. A colaffal ftatue of Juno, which had once 
adorned her temple of Samosj the ei^qrmou$ 
jliead ^y four yoke of oxen was laborioufly draw^i 
to the palace, ix. Another coloiTus, of ^ Pallas 
01 Minerva, thirty feet in height, and repnefen^ 
ing with admirable fpirit the attributes ^d char 

9^ To* illuftrate the ftatuc of Hercules, Mr. Harris quotes a 
Greek' epigram, anH cfngraves a beautiful geip, which doet not 
]iowcver co|>v the attitude oS the tUuie : In the Ltter, He^cuies had 
not his cl«b, and his fight leg and arn) vit^re extended* 

97 r tranfcrihe thefe proportions, which appear to me tnConftftent 
With each other} and may pndibly ftiew, that?th« boafied talie of 
l^icetas was no?nit|i'« thaQ aff^s^auoa and vaoii):«' 

rafter 
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racter of the martial ^laid. Before we accufe the ^ " ^ ?• 
Latins^ it is jiift to remark, that this Pallas was 
de(troye4 after, the fixft fiege^ by the fear j^nd fu- 
perdition of the Greeks therafelves •'. The other 
ftatues of brafs which I h?ive enumerated, were 
broken and melted by the unfeeling avarice of 
the crufaders : the cod < and labour were con- 
fumed in a moment ; the foul of geniu3 evapo- 
rated in fmoke ; and the remnant of bafe metal 
was coined into money for the payrpent of th^ 
troops. Bronze is not the mod durable of mo* 
^Quments : from the marble forms of Phidias and 
Praxiteles, the Latins might turn afide with dupid 
contempt •• j l?ut unlefs tfoey were crufhed by 
fome accidental injury, thofe ufelefs dpnes dood 
fecure on their pededals '*^. The mod enlight* 
ened of the drangers, above the grofs and fenfual 
purfi^its of their countrymen, more pioufly ex- 
ercife(^ the right of conqued in the fearch and 
feizure of the leKcs of the faints *®*, Immenfe 
waa the fupply of heads and bones, crofles and 

ft Iticettt in liaaco Angdo €t Alcario, e. 3. p. 359. The Latin 
tditor very properly obfertee, that the biitoriaDy in bit bombaft ftylc, 
. produces ev piiliee eiephttitem. 

9f In two pvflagret of Nieetat {edit. Parit, p. *6o« Fabric. 
p»4o8.)» tbe Latins are branded with the Uvely reproach of ot ra 
mXu «ngfl(ro» fia^fia^^ and their avarice pf brafs is clearly expreflfed. 
Yet the Venetians bad the merit of removing four bronze horfes from 
Conilantinople to' the place of St. Mark (Sanuto, Vite del Dogi| in 
Muratori* Script* Rerum Italicarum, torn. xxii. p. .5340* 

>«o Wirickelman, Hift. de P Art, torn. iii. p. 169^ £70. 

<*' See the piou^ robbery of the abbot Martin, who transferred a 
rich cargp to his monaftery of Part9, diocefe of Bafil (Gunther, Hift. 
C* P. c. 19. 13, a4.)* Yet in fecreting this booty, the faint incurred 
an excommunication, and perhaps broke his oath. 
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images, that were fcattered by this revolution over 
the churches of Europe; and fuch was the in- 
creafe of pilgrimage and oblation, tliat no branch, 
perhaps, of more lucrative plunder was imported 
from the Eaft '^. Of the writings of antiquity, 
many that ftill exifted in the twelfth century are 
now loft. But the pilgrims were not folicitous 
to fave or tranfport the volumes of an unknowa 
tongue: the perifhable fubftance of paper or 
parchment can only be preferved by the multipli- 
city of copies ; the literature of the Greeks had 
afmoft centered in the metropolis ; andi without 
computing the extent of oilr lofs, we may drop a 
tear over the libraries that have periihed in the 
triple fire of Conftantinople ***• ' 

* « ' 

io» Fleury, Hlft. £ccler. ton^vxvi. p>J}$'^t/^$. . 

'°s I (hall conclude this chapter with the notice of a moderp bif- 
tory, which illul^rates the taking of Conftantinople by the Latins \ 
but which ha^ fallen fomewhat late into my handl. : Paolo Ramuliof 
the fon.of xhe compiler of voyages, was directed by the fenate of Ve- 
nice to write the hiliory of the conqueft ; and this order^ which he re. 
ceired in bit youth, he executed in a mature age, by an elegant Latki 
work, de Bello Conftantinopolitano et Imperatoribus Comnenis per 
Gallos et Venetos reliitutis (Vehet.* 1635, in folio). RamilAo, or 
RhatnnuruSy tranfcribes and iranflatea fequiiur ad unguein, a MS. of 
Villehardouin, which he poflefled ; but he enriches his narfitive with 
Greek, tnd Latm maxeritis, and we are indebted to him for a cogit6l 
(late of the fleet, the names of the fifty Venetian nobles who com* 
n>andeU the gallies of the republic, and the patriot oppofidoo oif Pan- 
taleon Barbus to the choice of the doge for emptcor. 
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Partition, of the Empire. by tk^., French .and VcMt 

[Flanders and,Courtejf(^y^^7^/jeir,W 
the B^gariam and Gr^h^f^W^kne/s (^nd Po-' 

. v^rty ff\th^^f^ati^J^^^ 

,, //w//f i6y thj^ Greeks •-rQ^ral Con/fquent^s ^(^ 

..Jbe Qrufades.[ . . .-.:.. m ,. 
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APTER^the deatii of tli<f lawful princes, the chap. 
^ French and Venetians, confident of juftice ^^^j:^^ 
and vi6lory, agreed to divide and regulate their Elcftionof 
future poffeffians '. It was ftipulated by treaty, JorB^idT 
that twelve eleftors, fix of either nation, ihould win i. 
be nominated; that a majority fhould chufe the ,^'^^^* 
emperor of the Eaft ; arid that, if the votes werb ^^y 9— 
equal, the decifion of chance (hould iafcertain the 
fuccefsful candidate. To him, with all the titles 
and prerogatives of the Byzantine throne, they 
afiigned the two palaces of Boucoleon and Bla* 
chernae, with a fourth part qf the Greek mo- 
narchy. It was defined that the three remaining 
portions fhould be equally (hared between the 
republic of Venice and the barons of France; 
that each feudatory, with an honourable excep- 
tion for the doge, (hould acknowledge and per- 

« See the origfnal treaty of partition, ih thfe Venetian Chronicle 
of Andrew PanHoJo^' p. 316^1- 3io* 'aipd tbe fubfeqnent elcAlon in 
Villeharduuin) N" 136'— 140^ ^wich DpcAnge 10 his Obfervation*, 
and the i'^ buok of his Hiftoire de Cor.(V:v^tinople fous TEmpire des 
Fran9at«^ 
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^ Lx^ ^' ^^''^ *^ duties of homage and military fervice 
to the fupreme head of the empire ; that the 
nation which gavje ap ^petor, (hould reiign to 
their brethren the choice of a patriarch ^ and that 
the pilgrtdSy whatever' might be ttieir impatience 
to vifit the Holy Land, fliould' devote another 
year to the conqueft and defence of the Greek 
ptbvfnces. After the conqueft of Conftaiitinople 
by the Latins, the treaty was confirmed 4nd exe- 
cuted ; and the firft and moft important ftep was 
the creation of an emperor. The fix deftors of 
the French nation were ail ecdefiaftics, the abbot 
of Loces, the archbiihop eleft of Acre in Pale- 
{line, and the bifiiops of Troyes, Soiflfons, Hal- 
bet (ladt, and Bethlehem, the lad of whom exer- 
cifed in the camp the ofHce of pope's legate : their 
profeiSon and knowledge were refpedlable; and 
as they could not be the objedts, they were bed 
qualified to be the authors, . of the choice* The 
fix Venetians were the principal fenrants of the 
fiate, and in this lift the noble families of Querini 
and Contarini are flill proud to difcover their 
anceftors. The twelve afiembled in the chapel 
of the palace; and after the folemn invocation 
of the Holy Ghoft, they proceeded to deliberate 
and vote. A juft impulfe of refpeft and gratitude 
prompted them to crown the vhtues of the doge ; 
his wifdom had infpired their enterprife ; and the 
inoft youthful knights might envy and applaud 
.the exploits of bliqdnefs and age* But the patriot 
Dandolo was devoid of all f>erfoiial ambition^ and 
fully fatisfied t^ he had been judged worthy to 
rdgn» His nomination was over-ruled by the 

9 ' . Venetians 
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VcnMlans ihemi^tes : hn countrymen, add peN char. 
hapa his friends % reprefented, with the eloquence 
of truft, the mifchief^ that might arire to na- 
tional freedom and the common caufe, from the 
union of two incompatibie charaders, of the firft 
magiftrate of a republic, and the emperor of the 
JBaft. The exclufion, of the ikge left room for 
the more equal merits of Bomfiice and Baldwin; 
and at their names all meaner candidates refped- 
fuUy withdrew. The marquis of Montferrat was 
recommended by his mature age and fair repu- 
lation, by the choice of the adventurers, and the 
wiihes of the Greeks; nor can I believe that 
Venice, the mUlreft of the fea, could be ferioufly 
apprehenfi«e of a petty lord at the foot of tte 
Alps ^ But the count of Flanders was the chief 
of a wealthy and warlike people; he was valiant 
piovs, and chafte ; in the prime of life, fince he 
was only thirty«two years of age; a defcendant 
of Charlemagne, a cpufin of the king of France^ 
and a compel of the prelates and barons who had 
yielded with reluAance to the command of a 
foreigner. Without the chapel, tfaefe barcms, 
with the doge and marquis at their head, eac« 
pefted the deciiion of the twelve electors. It was 

* After mentioning tlie nominttion of tbe doge by a French 
elector, his kinfman Andrew Dandolo approves his exclufion^ 
quidam VenetoriHn iidelis et nobilis fenex, ufus oration^ fatis proba- 
bili, ice. which has been embroidered by modern writers from iiloa« 
dug to Le Beau. 

S Nicetas (p. 3S4.), with the Tttn ignoranee of t Grrek* dt» 
fcribet the marquis of Montferrat as a aMrifinr power. Amftwmf* 
mav h MKSia^ou rapaXioy. Was he deceived by the Byzantine theme 
of Lombaidy, which extended along the coaft of Calabria ? 
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c H^A P. anaoMiaijeed by the bi(hop.of:Soiflcm$». in the mm6 
p{ bis colleague^ : *• Ye have fworo to obey.the 
V, prince whom we /bould chufe ; by oi^ una'ni- 
'" raous fuflfraget BaWwirx coumfiof.Flaniieils. artd 
-<* Hainault is now. your ifovereigd, a^d thei fem- 
<* poBoc of the Eaft.fa. He was faluted with lend 
applaufe) astdi tHe ;fiK)da(aation was fe-echoed 
;throu^lil tbe city by the joy of the Larins and the 
trembling * adulatioii' lof the Greeks* Boniface 
was the firft to kifs xbe hare]. of hi^Tital. and to 
raife htoLon the buckler ;..aad Baldwin usasntrant 
pbrted to the cathedra], and Iblannly i^irefted 
.with the. purplc.buikins.' At ithc^diiof- tfiree 
it^eks.lhe was downed by the l^ate, in. ihie va- 
cancy^ o£ a pitrtarcb;' but the Vened^ !cler^ 
foon filled the chapter of St. Sophia^. fiated Tho- 
mas Morofini on the ecclefiaftical throne^' .and 
ejtaployed every art to perpetuate in their own 
nation the honours and benefices of the Greek 
church \ Without delay the fucceflbr .; of Con^ 
(tantine inftru&ed Paleftine, . France, and Rome, 
of. this memorable revolution. To Paleftine he 
fent, as a trophy^.. the gates of Conftantinople, 
and. the chain of the harbour f; and :.adopted, 
from, the Aifife of Jerufalem, the la\^}or cuftoms 
beft adapted to a French colony and conquefl: in 
the Eaft, In his epiftles, the natives of France 

4 They exa5led an batli from Thomas MproHni to appoint no 
canons of St. Sophia, the lawful dehors, except Venetians who 
had lived ten years at Venice, &c. But the foreign clergy was (Ot 
▼ieus, the pope difapproved this national monopoly, and of the fix 
Latin patriarchs of Conftantinopie, only the ^rft and the la(( were 
Venetians. 
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sre encouraged to fwell tl^at cplony, and to i^ure c h a f.^ 
that coaqiieil^ to people a' Piagnificent city and a v-rvr«--^ 
fertile land, which will reward the labours, both 
of the priefl: and the foldier.. He congratulates . 
t^e Roman pontiff on the reftoration of his au- 
thority in the £a(l ; invites him to extinguiOi the, 
Gr^ek fcl^fm by his prefence in a general council ; 
and implores his bleiTing and forgivenefs for the 
difqbedient pilgrims. Prudence and dignity: are 
blepded in theanfwer of Innocent ^ In the fub- 
veriion of the Byzantine empire, he arraigns the 
vices of man, and adores the providence of God :, 
the con(pei:ors will be abfalved or condemned 
by thejr future ponduft y the validity of, their 
treaty ^ depends on the judgment of Sjt. Peter ; 
but he inculcates their mod; facred. duty of efta-^ 
blifliing a jufl: fubordination of obedience and 
tribute,. from the Greeks to the Latins, from the 
magiftrate to the clergy, and from the clergy to the 
pope- ' ^ ^ 

In the divlfion of. the Greek provinces % the Dmfionof 
fhare of the Venetians was more ample than that ^^^ 9'"**^ 
of the Latin emperor. No more than one fourth 
was appropriated to his domain; a clear moiety 

^ The Epidles of Innocent III. are a rich fund for the ecclefiaflical 
and civil inftitution of the Latin empire of Cunftantinoplej 
and the moft impprtant of thefe epiilles (of which the. coUe^^ion 
in a vols, in folio, is puhlifhed by Stephen Baluse) are inferted 
in his Gefta, in Muratori, Script, Rerum Italicariiniy torn. iii. p. i« 
0^94** 105. 

7 In the treaty of partition, moft of the names are corrupted by the 
ftribes : they might be reftored» and a good map fuited to the laft age 
of the Byzantine empire, would be an iroprovenient of geography. 
]$ut« alas \ d^Asville it. no more I 
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c K A, ?. of the remainder was rcferved for Venice ; aa4 
the other moiety was diftributed among the ad- 
venturers of France and Lombardy. The vene* 
•rable Dandolo was proclaimed defpot of Roma^ 
nia^ and invefted after the Greek faihion with 
the purple buikins. He ended at Conftantinople 
his long and glorious life ; and if the prerogatnre 
Was perfonal, the title was ufed by his fucceflbrs 
till the middle of the fourteenth centuiy^ with, 
the fingular though true addition of lords pf one 
fourth and a half of the Roman empire \ The 
doge, a flave of ftate, was feldom permitted to 
depart from the helm of the republic ; but his 
place was fupplied by the bail, ot regent, who ex- 
ercifed a fupreme jurifdidion over the colony 
of Venetians ; they pofleffed three of the eiglK 
quarters of the city ; and his independent tri- 
bunal was compofed of fix judges, four cotrnfetlovs^ 
two chamberlains, two fifcal advocates, and a 
conftable. Their long experience of the Eaftem 
trade enabled them to feled their portion with 
difcernment: they had rafhiy accepted the do* 
minion and defence of Adrianople ; but it was 
the more reafonable aim of their poUcy to form 
a chain of fadories, and cities, and illands^ 
along the maritime coaft, from the neighbour- 
hood of Ragufa to the Hellefpont and the Qof- 
phorus. The labour and coft of fuch extenfive 
conquefta exhauiled their ti^eafury: th/ey zhvh 

S Their ftyle was dominut quarts partis et dimidisi iwpcni 
Romani, till Giovanni Dolfino, who was eleAed doge \t .the ycac 
1^56 (Saniito, p. 530. 64.1.)* For the- gofcrAmcui of Conftaati. 
i^ople, fee Ducaoge, Uiftoire de C, P* i. 37* 
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tbhed tbelt maadins of government, adopifed i ^ ^^ p. 
feudal fyftem, and contented themfelves with the 
homage of their nobles \ for the poiTeffiona wlrieh 
Ibefe private vaflals undertook to reduce and 
maintain. And thus it was, that the &mily of 
8anut acqiured the duchy of Nazos, which ini^ 
volved the greatefl: part of the Archipelago. For 
the price of ten tboufand markis^ the republie 
purchafed of the marquis of Montferrat' the £siw 
tile ifland of Crete or Candia with the ruins of an 
hundred cities '^ ; but its improvement was ftinted 
by the proud and narrow ^irit of an ariftb^ 
cracy " ; and the wifeft fenators would confeft 
that the fea, not the land, was the treafury of 
St. Mark. In the moiety of the adventurers^ 
the marquis Boniface might claim the mod libet^ 
. reward ; and, befides the iile of Crete, his tk^ 
clufion from the throne was compenfated by ih€ 
royal title and the provinces beyond the Hdlef^ 
jpont. But he prudently exchanged that diftant 
and difficult conqueft for the kingdom of ThefiaM- 
lonica or Macedonia, twelve days journey froni 

9 Ductnge (Hift. de C. P. ii. 6.) has marked the conqiKftt made 
by the ftate or nobles of Venice of the iflands of Candia, Corfu» Ce- 
phalofiia, Zante, Naxoti Paroi^ Meloti Androf» My cone, Scyr«p Cea» 
and Lenino8« 

>9 Boniface fold the ifle of Candia, Atiguft t%. A* D. iso4« 
See the afl in Sauuto, p. 5^3. : but I cannot underftand how it 
could be his mother^a portionj or how (he could be the daughter of an 
emperor Alexius. 

>' In the year i%t%, the doge Peter Zant fept a colony to Candia, 
drawn from evei^y quarter of Venice. But in their iavagf nuuineri 
and frequent rebelliont» the Candiots may be compared to the Corfi* 
cant under the yoke of Genoa ; and when I compare the accoutita of 
Belon and Tournefort, I cannot difccrn much difference between tha 
Venetian and the Turfcifli i(Iand« 

the 
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^ Lxt;*"* ihc capital, where be might be fuppo^ted byAe 
xicigU)puTing povifers of his brotheMtx-law the 
kiog. of Hungary, His progrefsMwas bailed by the 
voluntary or relu£^ant acclamations of the natives ; 
Wd Greece, tbe^ proper and ancieqt Greece, again 
rufeiyed.a Latin conqueror", who trod with in^ 
^ifferepce that ciaffic ground. He viewed with a 
^BWlpfs eye the beauties of the v;alley of Tempe ; 
tf aver fed with a captioi^s ftep the ftreights of Ther- 
mopylae ; occupied the unknown cities of Thebes^ 
j^thens, a^d Argps; .and; alTaulted the fortifica* 
jions .. of . Coring and. Napoli ' \ which refitted 
hi$ armsw The lots of the La^in pilgrioM were 
regelated .by chance^ or choice, cr fubfequent 
exchange ; and they abufed, with intemperate joy^ 
1^. ti;iuinph. over, the lives and fortunes. of a great 
pifppje. After* a minute furvey of the pro- 
vine^, they weighed in the fcales of avarice the 
revenue of eaich dittridl, the advantage of the 
ij^tipn, and the ample or fcanty fupplies for the 
maintenance of foldiers and horfes. Their pre- 
gumption claimed and divided the long-lott de- 
pendencies of the Roman fceptre :, the Nile and 
Euphrates rolled through their imaginary realms ; 

'x* ^^Ilthafdouin (No 159, 160. 173— 177.) and Nicetas (p« 387 
•^394.) defcribe the expedition into Greece of the nnarqiiis Boni- 
face. 7*be Cboniate might derive bis information from his bro* 
tber Michael, archbifliop of Athens, whom he paints as an orator^ 
a itatefm^n, and a faint. His encomium of Athens^ and the defcrip- 
tion of Tempe, fliould be publiflied from the Bodleian MS. of Nicetas 
(Fabric. Bibliot. Gisec, torn. vi. p. 405.}^ and would have deferved 
Ivlr. Harrises inquiries. 

>l Napoti di Romania, or Nauplia, tiie ancient fea-port of 
Argos, is ftill a place of ftrength and con(ideration, (ituate on a 
irocky peninfula, with a good harbour (Chandler*! Travels into 
Greece^ p* 127. }• 

' • . and 
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VXd happy was the warrior who drew for his c/i a p. 

prkse the palace of the Turkiih fultan of Ico- 

niumft **. I iball not defcend to the pedigree of 

families and the rent-roll of eftates, but I wi(h 

to fpecify that the' counts of Blois and St, Pol 

were-TOyefted with the duchy of Nice and the 

lordfhip of Demotica '* : the principal fiefs were 

held by the fervice of conftable, chamberlain, 

cup-bearer, butler, and chief cook ; and our 

hiftorian, Jeffrey of Villehardouin, obtained « 

iuir eibblifliment on the banks of the Plebrus, 

and united the double office of madfaal of Ghao^ 

pagne and Romania. At the head of bis knights 

and archers, each baron mounted on horfeback 

to fecure the poffeffion of his ihare, and their firft 

-efforts were generally fuccefsful. But the pub. 

lie force wasr weakened by their difperfion; 

and a thoufand quarrels muft arife under a law, 

and among men, whofe foie umpire was the 

fword. Within three months after the conqueft of 

Conftantinople, the emperor and the king of 

Theflalonica drew their hoftile followers into the 

field ; they were reconciled by the authority of the 

doge, the advice of the marA^l, and the firm free* 

dom of their peers '^ 

Two 

i4 I have foftened the expreflion of Nicetas, who ftrive$ to expofis 
tbe preriimptioD of the Franks.- 8ee Ue Rebus poll C* P. expug« 
natuiiiy p. 375—384. 

15 A ctty furrounded by the river H^Srus, and fix leagues to the 
fouth of Adrtanople, received from its douUe wall the Greek 
name of Didymoteichos* infenfibly corrupted into Demotica and 
Dimot. I have preferred the more convenient and modern appella- 
tion of Demotica* This place was the laft Turkiih refidence of 
Charles XII. 

lO Their quarrel is told by Villehardouin (N^ 146—158.) witk 
ihe fpirii of freedom. The merit and repatatioo of the maiflial 
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CHAP. Two fugitives^ who bad reined at Conftsfmi- 
K^m^s^^ nople, ftiil aflerted the title of emperor % and ihe 
Keroit of fubje£ls of theif fallen throne might be moved to 
A.D. ' pity by the misfortunes of the ekier Atexios, or 
'*•♦* &«• excited to revenge by the fpirit of Mourzoufle. A 
domeftic alliance^ a common intereft, a fimilar 
goilt, and the merit of extiiiguifliing his enemies^ 
a brother and a nephew, mduced the more recent 
nfurper to unite with the former the relics of hia 
power. Mourzoi^e was received with fmtles and 
honours in the camp of his father Alexius ; but 
she wicked can never love, and ihould raidiy truft» 
thdr fellow criminals: he was feixed in the 
bath, deprived of his eyes, ftripped of Ms troops 
and treafures, and turned out to wander an objeft 
•of horror and contenq>t to thofe who wkh more 
|iropriety could hate, and with more juftice could 
punifli, the aflaffin of the emperor Ifaac and his 
fbn. As the tyrant, purfued by fear or remorfe^ 
was' dealing over to Afia, he was feized by the 
Latins of ColiAantinople, and condemned, after 
an* open trial, to an ignominious death. Hii 
judges, debated the mode of his execution, the 
axe, the wheel, or the (lake ; and it was refolved 
that Mourzoufie '' (hould afcend the Tbeodofian 
'column, a pillar of white marble of one hundred 

r 

arc arlcnowltfdgecl by the Greek hidorian (p. 3S7.), ftsy* ir«p» 
roi^ Aanvuv iwxiJ.snt r^Ttv^wn : unlike fome modern bcrots, whofe 
exploits are only vifiblc in their own memoirs. 

■7 See the fate of Mourzoufle, in Nicetas (p. 393. )» Villehar- 
doutn (N^x4i— i4j. 163.), and Gunthenis (c. 10, ai.). Neither 
the inarlhal nor the monk afFard a grain oF pity for a tyrant or rebel* 
whofe puniihmcttty howeveri was more unexampled than his crime. 

and 
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. and forty-feven feet m height*'. From the futtu chap. 
tnit he was caft doi^n headlong, and daflied in '— i^^-w 
pieces: on the pavement j in the prefence of ianut 
meratle fpedlators, who filled the forum of Tatt« 
rus, and admired the. accomplifliment of an old 
predi^ion, which was explained by this fingulat 
crent '*. The fate of Alexius is Icfs tragical : hft 
was fent by the marquis a captive to Italy^ and ft 
gift to the king of the Romans; but he had not 
much to applaud his fortune, if the fentence of 
Imprifonment and exile were changed from a 
ibrtrefs in the Alps to a monaftery ifk Afia* But 
his dau^tet) before the national calamity, had 
been ^iyen in marriage to a young hero who con* 
tinued the fucceilion, and reftored the throne, of 
the Greek princes *^ The valour of Theodore Theodora 
Lafca'ris was fignalifed in the two fieges of Con- Jj^^?,!"^'* 
ftantinople. After the flight of Mourzoufle, of Nice, 
when the Latins were already in the city, he ,to^J, 
offered himfelf as their emperor to the foldiers ***»• 
and people I and his ambition, which might be 

r 

^ 

vS The column of Arcadius, which reprtfents in bafTo relievo 
hit vi£toriesV or thofe of his father Theodofius, is fiill extant at 
Conftantinople. It it defcribed and meafured, GylHus (Topo- 
graph, iv. 7.}, fiaoduri (ad 1. i. Amiquit. C. P. p* 507, 8cc»), snd 
Tournefort (Voyage du Levant, torn. ii. lettre xii. p. 231 •}• 

>9 The nonfenfe of Gunflier and the modern Greeks concerning 
thit toUumna fitidka, is unworthy of notice; but it it (ingular 
enough^ that Bfty yeart before the Latin cosqueft, the poet Tzetcf 
(Chiliad, ix. 277* }* relates the dream of a matron, who faw an army 
in the forum, and a man fitting on the column, clapping his hands, 
and uttering a loud exclamation. 

*o The dynaftiet of Nice, Trcbizond, and Epirus (of which 
Micctat faw the origin without much pleafure or hope), are learnedly 
explored, and clearly re^trefented, in the Familiae Byzantins of Da- 
cange. 

virtuous. 
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CHAP. Virtuous, was undoubtedly brave. Gould * lie 
i^<-^-L,> Jbave infufed a foul into the multitude, they might 
have crufhed the ftrangers under their feet : tbm 
abje£l ' defpahr refufed his aid, and Theodore re« 
tired to breathe the air of freedom in Aoatplta; 
beyond the immediate view and purfuit • of the 
conquerors. Under the title, at firft of .'defpat, 
and afterwards of emperor, he:. drew 10 hk.^Uf 
dard the bolder fpirits, who were fortifi^ agarrifl: 
Havery by the contempt of life; aqd as every 
means was lawful for the public fafetys^ iin.]>!ored 
without fcrgple the alliance of the Turl^: fulttih 
Nice, where Theodore eftabllfhed hi$ . ; irefidence, 
Prufa and Philadelphia, Smyrna and. Ephefus, 
opened their gates to their deliverer.: he derived 
ftrength and reputation from hi$ vidories^, aad 
even from his defeats ; and the fuCceffor of Con;- 
ftantine preferved a fragment of the empire: from 
the banks of the Maeander to the fuburbs of Wu 
The dukes comedia, and at length of Conftantinople. An* 
ms 17^^' other portion, diftant and obfcure, was poffeffed 
Trebi- 5y ^]jQ lineal heir of the Comneni, a fon of the 
virtuous Manuel, a grandfon of the tyrant An-, 
dronicus. His name was Alexius ; and the epi- 
thet of great was applied perhaps to his ftature, 
rather than to his exploits. By the indulgence of 
the Angeli, he was appointed governor or duke 
of Trebizond": his birth gave him ambition,- 

the 

< 

*' Except feme fafls in Pachynier and NIccphorus Gregoras, 
\vhicli will hereafter be vfcd, the hyzantlne writers difdain to 
rpe;ik of the empire of Trcbizond, or principality of the Laxt'i 
and among the Latins, it is confpicuous only in the romances of 
the xlv^*^ or xv^'* centuries. Yet the indefatigable Ducang;^ has 
' * dug 
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the revolulion independence ;- and wi thou r chang- 
ing his title, he reigned iii ^pcace from Sinope to 
the Phafis, along^ the coaftof the Black Sea. 
His namelefs ion and fucceflbr^is defcribed as the 
vaflal of the fultan, whom be ferved with two 
hundred lances; that Comnenian prince was no 
more than duke of Trebizond, and the title of 
Emperor was firft affumed by the pride and cnVy'. 
df the grandfon of Alexius. In the Weft, a third^ The <kf- 
fcigirtent was fived from the common fliipwrect ^^^^^ 
Ifj Michael, a ' baftard of the hpufe of Angeli, 
who, before the revolution, had been known as 
am hoftage, a foldier, and a rebel. His flight 
from the camp of the marquis Boniface fecured 
his frefedom ; by his marriage with the governor's 
daughter, he commanded the important place of 
Durazzo, affumed the title of defpot, and founded 
a ftrong and confpicuous principality in Epirus, 
iEtolia, and Theffaly, which have ever been- 
peopled by a warlike race. The Greeks, who 
had offered their fervice to their new fovereigns, 
were excluded by the haughty Latins ** from all- 
civil and military honours, as a nation born to 
tremble and obey. Their refentment prompted 
them to fliew that they might have been ufeful 
friends, fince they could be dangerous enemies : 



dugout (Fam. Ryz. p. 191.) two authentic paifagcs in Vincent of 
Beaiivais (1. xxxi. c. 144.. }» ^^^ ^^^ protonotary Ogerius (apud 
Wading, A. D. 1279. ^^ 4). 

, ** The portrait ot the French Latins is dnwn in Nicetas hy 
the hand ol prejudice and refentment: nhv tm uXXu» thvm «? A^fog. 

Mpfli TOK/9»p/Sapo«jT«Tot;!r«Jsi'»^ETo, xa* jrapa Ttrro w^totti trtf (^ucn ncoLf 
oyiJ/y^ftit <»* Toy x^\av si;^oy t« ^cy» rfOTpsp^ovT*. 

their 
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c H A^ P-, th«r nenrcs were braced by adverfity ; whateYer 
was learned or holy, whatever was noUe or va« 
liam, rolled away into the independent dates of 
Trebieond, Epirus, and Nice; and a fingle pa* 
Xrician is marked by the ambiguous praife of at« 
tachment and loyalty to the Franks. The vulgar 
herd of the cities' and the country would have 
gladly fubmitted to a mild and regular fervitude $ 
and the tranfient diforders of war would have 
been obliterated by fome years of tnduftry and 
peace* But peace was baniflied, and induftry 
was crufhedy in the diforders of the feudal fyfteou 
The Roman emperors of Conftantinople, if they 
were endowed with abilities, were armed with 
4K>wer for the protection of their fiibje£ts : their 
laws were wife, and their adminiftration was 
fimple. The Latin throne was filled by a titular 
prince, the chief, and often the fervant, of his 
licentious confederates: the fiefs of the empire, 
from a Jsingdom to a caftle, were held and ruled 
by the fword of the barons : and their difcord, 
poverty, and ignorance, extended their ramifica- 
tions of tyranny to the mod fequedered villages. 
The Oteeks were opprefled by the double weight 
of the pried, who was inveded with temporal 
power, and of the foldier, who was inflamed by fa* 
natic hatred ; and the infuperable bar of religion 
and language for ever feparated the dranger an^ 
the native. As long as the crufaders were united 
at Condantinople, the memory of their conqued, 
and the terror of their arms, impofed filence on 
the captive land: their difperfion betrayed the 

fmalhicis' 
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finaHnefe of tlicir nurQbcw and the cfcfecls 'of ^tH a i^ 
their difdplme; and fome failures and tnifehances >.iiy-y^^ 
revealed the fecret, that diey were nQt invincible; 
As the &ar of the Greeks abated, their hatred iQ«* "^ 
crealed* They murmuted; they confpired; an4 
hthre a year of iiavery had elapfed, they im^ 
|»bred, or accepted^ the fuccour of a 9arbarfani 
whofe power they had felt, and whole gratitude 
they trufted *\ 

Hie Latin conquerors bad b^^n iaiuted v^ith 3 TheBui. 
folemi^ and early embafly from John, or Joannice, ^ a!'d!*'* 
ofc Caio-John, the revolted chief of the ^ulga* iios* 
fiaos amd Walachian». Ue deemed hj^nfelf th^r 
brother^ as the votary.; of the Ey^F^ pontiff^ 
fcom whom he had received. the rfigal , title and aqi 
holy bffltier ; and in the fubverfion of the Qreek 
monarchy, he might afpite to the x^ame of th^ 
friend and accOmptice* But Galojohn wa9 aftp« 
lulhed to filid» that the count of Flanders had 
aflumed the pomp and pride of the fucceiTors of 
Conftaiatipe ; and bis ambafladors were difmifled 
with an haughty meflfagve, that the rebel muft de^ 
fisrve a pardon, by touching with his forehead 
die foot-ftod of the Imp^ial throne. . His refent* 
meat ^ would have 'exhaled in afts of viplencf 
and blood ; his cooler policy watched the rifing 

/ 

M I here begin to ufe, with freedom and cpofidence, the eight 
books of the Hiftoice de C. P. fomi r£fnpire des Francois, wbick 
Ducange has given as a fu^plemeot to Viliebardootn ; and which, 
ia a barbafoiia %]^, definrvst Ibe ^£e of an ongbial j|ii4 daCf ' 
work* 

•4 In Calo-JobnTs aafwer to the pope, we may find hit claims and 
comphiintr (Gefta Innoccat, III, c* 1089 105.) i he was cbcriihed at 
l^ome as the prodi|;al fon^, 

. ¥oL. Xlt S difcontffH, 
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c HA P. difcontent of the Oredcs; afFeftcd' a tender <ion-< 
tern, for their fufferings ; and promifed^ that their 
firft ftruggles for freedom ihduld be fupported by 
his perfon a^nd kingdom.* The confpiracy was 
propagated by natiomal hatred, the firmed band 
of aflbcidtioh and fecrecy : the Greeks were impa* 
tient to (heath their daggers in the breads of the 
vlftorioiis ftrarigers ; but the execution was pru- 
dently delayed, till Henry, the emperor's brother; 
had trahfported the flower of his troops* beyond 
the Hellerpbnt* Mod of the towns and villages 
of Thrace were true to the moment and the ifigtial i 
and the Latins, without arms or fufpicion; were 
flaughtered by the vile and mercilefs revenge of 
their flaves. From Demotica, the firft fcene of 
the maflacre, the furviving vafials of the coimt 
of St. Pol efcaped to Adrianople ; but the French 
and Venetians, who occupied that city, i-were 
flain or expelled by the furious multitude ; th« 
garrifons that could effeft their retreat fell back 
on each other towards the metropolis ; and the 
fortrefles, that feparately ftood againft' the rebels^ 
were ignorant of each other's and of theu: fore- 
reign's fate. The voice of fanie^ and fear an^ 
nounced the revolt of the Gredcs and the rapid 
approach of their Bulgarian ally; andCalo-John^ 
not depending on the forces of his own kingdomi 
had drawn from the Scythian wildemefs a body 
of fourteen thoufand Comans, who drank, as it 
-was faid, the blood of their captives, and facrificed 
. the Chriftians on the altars of their ^ods *'. ' 

AIarme4 
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*S TUe Coraanj were a Tartar or Turkman h©rd, which eif- 
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• Alarmed by this fudden and growing danger, c ha p. 
the emperor difpatched a fwift meflenger to recall 
Count Henry and his.tr pops; and had Baldwin 
expeded the return of his gallant brother, with 
a fupply of twenty thoufand Armenians^.. he might 
have encountered the invader, with equal numbers 
and a decifive fuperiority of arms and diJTcipline. 
3ut the fpirit of chivalry could feldom difcrimV' 
nate caution from cowardice ; and the emperor Macch* 
took the field with an himdred and forty k^hts^, 
and their train of arches and fer jeaot$« . , The 
marfhal, who difluaded and obeyed, led.' the van- 
guard in their march to Adrianople ; the maiix , 
body was commanded by the count of Blois; 
the aged doge of Venice followed with the rear j 
and their fcanty numbers were increafed from all 
fides by the fugitive Latins. They undertook to 
befiege th^ rebels of Adrianople ; and fuch was 
the pious tendency of the crufades, that they 
employed the holy week in pillaging the country 
for their fubfidence, and in framing engines for 
the dedru^ion of their fellow-chri(lians% But 
the Latins were foon interrupted and alarmed by 
the light cavalry of the Comans, who boldly 
(klrmilhed to the edge of their imperfect lines : 
and a proclamation was iifued by the marflial of 
Romania, that, on the trumpet's found, the ca- 
valry fhould mount and form; but that none, 
under pain of death, fhould abandon themfelves 

camped in th* xii^^ and liii^centuriet on the verge of Moldavia, 
The ^reattr part were pa^ani, but Tome were Mahometant, and tb* 
whole hord wat convntWi to Ctariltianity {A..D. S370) by Lewis 
king;vf H9Dgar}r. 

S.2 to 



166 THE DECLINE AND FALt 

CHAP, to a defulcofy ^d dangerous purfuit. This ^JriTe 
•j_M-^-^' injunftion Vfzs firft difobeyed by the count of 
Blois, ^ho involved the emperor in his raflmefs 
and ruin. The Comans, of the Parthian or Tar- 
tar fchool, fled before thdr firft charge; i>ut 
after a career of two leagues, when the knights 
and their horfes were almoft breathlefs, they fud- 
denlf turned, rallied, and encompaffed the heavy 
Defeat and fquadrons of the Franks. The count was flain on 
of bIwT A'^ field f *e emperor was made prifoner ; and if 
win, the one difdained to ffy, if the other refufed to 

i»o5.' yield, their perfonal bravery made a poor atone- 
Aprii 1 5. 'ment for their ignorance, or negleft, of the du- 
ties of a general **• 

Proud of his viftory and his* toyal prize, thfe 
Bulgarian advanced to relieve Adrianople and 
atchieve the deftruftion of the Latins. They 
muft inevitably have beeft deftro'yed, if the mar- 
ihal of Romania bad not difplayed a cool courage 
and confummate (kill; uncommon in aU ages, 
but moft uncommon in thofe times, when war 
Retreat of ^^s ^ padion, rather than a fcience. His grief 
the Latins, ^nd fears were poured into the firm and faithful 
bofom of the doge ; but in the camp he difiufed 
an aflurance of fafety, which could only be re- 
alized l)y the general belief. All day he main* 
tained his perilous ftation between the city and 
the Barbarians : Villehardouin decamped in-filence, 
at the dead of night ; and his mafterly retreat of 

* r 

.^ ^^ NicetaSf from ignorance or ilialice» imputes the defeat to the 
^ co^rdice of Oandolo (p« sSj.}! but Villehardouin (hares his owe 
glory 'with his VfneraKlc friend, qui viels home ere et gote ne veoitf 
jpaia muit ere fagcs et |)reu8 ^t vij^icros (N» ijj.)** *^ * ^ 

three 
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threc clay$, would hayd^^eTenrpd the pjcaile of^^c-^ ^ ^^^^ ?• 
nophou aod the ten theufand. I9 the rear the 
ioar(hal fupported the weight of the purfuit^ in 
the fcont be moderated the impatience of ihe fu- 
gitives ; and wherever the Cooians appr99£hed9 
they were repelled by % line of impenetrable 
fpear$. . 04 the third day, the weat:y tf oops be- 
held the fea» the folitary tqwxijof RQdpfto*% ^nd 
their friends, who hgd knd;^ from the Afiati^ 
ibore. They embraced, tljiey wept; but the^ 
united their arms and counfels ; and, in his bro« 
ther's a^fence, count Depty afiumed the regencj 
of the qmpire, ^ once in a ilate of childhood and 
caducity *'• If the Comans withdrew from the 
fummer.heat^, ^yen thoufand Latins, in the hour 
of danger, . defeated Conftantinople, their brethren^' 
and their vows. Some parttfd fuccefe was over* 
balanced by the lofs of one hundred and twenty 
knights^ in the field of JLulium ; and of the Impe* 
rial dQVfidin^ no more waS' left than the c^pital^ 
with tw9 or three adjacent fortrefles on the. ihores 
of Europe and Ada. Tl^e king of Bulgaria was 
lefiftlefs and inexorably ; and Calo* John re%»e^ 

fully eluded the demands of the Pope, who coiuh 

« 

*7 The truth of geography^ and the original text of Villehardouln 
(No 194.), |»laee Rodolb three days journey (troit joni^t) from 
AdfiaDoplei but Vigenm^ iiV.hU v^fion, has moil abfurdly 
fubftituted tnis batra\ and this error, which is not corre6ied by 
Diicange^ Ws tnirapsted fcverid moderns, whoJc n^qies I i^^W 
^sie« 

** The reigtt viA end of Baldwin ^t ntlated by VillebardoQin and 
Nicetas (fh 3iS>6-r4i60« ^^^ their onaiffions are fuppKed byDucanjje 
in hi^ ObiecfAfionst md to the end of bis firft book, 
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c H A P. jured* his new profclytc to rcftore peace and the 
w^j-^,! emperor to the afiidfed Latins. The deliverance 
of Saldwin was no longer, he faid, in the power 
Death of of man : that prince had died in prifon ; and the 
«^ c"»F«- manner of his death is varioufly related by igno- 
rance and credulity. The lovers of a tragic le- 
gend will be pleafed to hear, that.th^ royal cap- 
tive was tempted by the amorotis queen of the 
Bulgarians ; that his chafte refufal e^pofed him 
to the falfehood of a woman and the jealoufy of 
a ifavage ; that his hands and feet were fevered 
from his body; that his Weeding trunk was caft 
among the carcafes df dogs' and horfes ; and that 
he breathed three days, before lie was devoured 
By the 'birds of prey *K About twenty years 
afterwards*, in a wood of the Netherlands, an 
licrmit ' announced himfelf as the true Baldwin, 
the emperor of Conftantmople, and lawful fo- 
yereigrt^'of'TIanders, He related' the wonders 
of his efcape, his adventures, and his penance, 
among^ a' people proiie to believe and to rebel ; 
and, in the fir ft tranfport, Flanders acknowledged 
"her lorig^loft fovereign, ^ A fliort examination be- 
fore ftie French court detefted the impoftor, who 
was punilhed with an ignominious death; but 
the Flemings ftill adhered to the pleaiing error ; 
and the countefs Jane is accufed by the graveft 

*9 After 1>fufhing awa) all cloubtfal and improtiable circamftaneeat 
we may prove the death of Baldwin, i. By the firm belief of the 
French barons (Villehardouin; N* *3o.)* •• By the declaration of 
Calo-John himfelf, who excufes hU not releafiog th« oaptiva cm* 
peror, quia debkum carnis'cxfcWerat iam carccra tcnaretur (Gcfta 
Jonocent.III. c. 109.}. 
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hiftoFians of f^rificmg' to her ambitbn the life of c ha p. 
an unfortunate father '\ ^-^^.^ 

In all civilized hoftility, a treaty is eftabliihed Jfj^^^'J** 
for the exchange-or ranfoin of prifoners ; and if of Henry, 
their captivity be prolonged, their condition is f^^* 
known, and they are treated according to their Aug. so. 
rank with humanity or honour. But tbefavage ,^,6/ 
Bulgarian wag a ftranger to the laws^ pf war j hi$ J""« '«• 
prifons were involved in darknefs and iilence; 
and above a year elapfed before . the Latins could 
be aflured of the death of Baldwin, before his 
brother, the regent Henry, wovld confenl to aJt 
fume the title of emperor. His moderatioji was 
applauded by the Greeks as an zd of rare and 
inimitable virtue. Their light and perfi^iotfs am* 
bition w:as eager to feize or anticipate the mo- 
ment of a vacancy, while a law of fucceflion, the 
guardian both of the pritk:e.and people, was gra* 
dually defined and confirmed in the hereditary 
monairchies of Europe. In the fupport of the 
Eaftern empire, Henry vms gradually left mthf 
out an aflbciate, as the heroes of the crulade rc^ 
tired from the world or from the rwar* The 
doge of Venice, the venerable Daadolo^. im the 
fullnefs of years and glory, funk into the grave. 
The marquis of Montferrat was flowly recalled 
from the Peloponnefian war to the revenge of 
Baldwin and the defence of Theflalonica. Some 
nice difputes of feudal homage and fervice were 

so See the Aory of this impoilor from the French and Flemifli 
writerf in Oucange, Hift. de C. P. iii. 9. | and the ridiculous fables 
• tkat were believed by the monks of St. Alban*s« in Matthew Parii, 
,Uift. Major, p, ays, 271. ^ 
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^ Lxi.*^' *^c<>ftc'l*J io^ a peribxial interview between, the 
emperor and the king: they were firmly united 
by mutual eReem ind the common danger; and 
Iheir alliance was fealed by the nuptisd of Henry 
infith the daughter of the Italian prince. He £3011 
deplore^ the 'lofd of his friend and father. ^ A€ 
the perfuaTion of fome fiuthful Greek8y JBoniface 
inade a bold and fuccefs^l inroad among the hills 
6f Rhodope: the Bulgarians fled on his ap* 
proaeh ; they aiTembled^ to harafs his retreat* 
Oh the intelligence that his rear was attacked, 
without waiting for any de&nfive armour, he 
lezpeA on borfeback» couched his lance, and 
drove the enemies before him ; but iii the rafli 
purfuit be was pierced with a mortal wound ; and 
the h^d df the king of ThefTalonica was prefented 
to Calo^John, who enjoyed the honours, without 
^e merit, of victory. It is here, at this melan- 
choly event, that the pen or the voice of Jeffrey of 
VillehartkHiin feeths to drop or to expire ''} and 
M he ftHl exerdfed hi^ military office of marfhal 
'0t Romania, his fubfequent exploits are buried 
in oblivion*** The charafter of Henry was 
tidt ^i€4ttal«o his arduous (kuation: in the fiege 

: S* Villeh^rdlQUiiit N^^ ft57.^ I quote, with regret, this lament- 
able concludon, where we lofe at once the original hiftory, and 
tbt 'ncS iHiiftrafiona 6f Docange* The taft page* may derive 
iam%t r^ighX'-frqjff >B6nrj*% two epiftlea to Innocent 11 1^ (Gellc, 
^. io6, IQ7.). 

3^' The" fhardiat y^it ^vt in lati, but he probably died ibdn 
afterwards, without returning to France (Ducange, Obfervationf 
tor VilleHardoutn, p. ijS.). Hit fief of Meffinopie^ the gift of 
fibofface, i^s the ancient Maximianopli% which ilouriflied in 
the time of -Ammtanva MarcelhmiSi among the citiea of Thracf* 
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of ConftandnQple, and beyond the Hellefpont, , he c,h a p^ 
had de&rved the fame of a valiant knight and a 
Ikilful conunandcr ; and his courage was tem- 
pered with a degree of prudence and mildnefs un- 
known to his impetuous brother. In the double 
W^v againft the Greeks of A(ia and the Bul- 
gariaitis of Europe, he was ever the foremoft on 
ihipbo^rd or on hprfeback ; and though he cau- 
tiQufly provided . for the fucceis of hfs arms, the 
drooping Latins, were often roufed by his example 
to/ave and to fecond their fearlefs emperor. But 
fuch efforts^ dnd fome fupplies of men and money 
from France, were of lefs avail than the errors, 
the cruelt^, and death of their ^ moR formidable 
iadverfary. When the defpair of the Greek fub- 
jefts invited Calo-John as their deliverer, they 
lioped that he would protect their liberty and 
adopt their laws : they were foon taught to com- 
pare the degrees of national ferocity, and to exe- 
crate the favage conqueror, who no longer dif- 
Tembled his intehtion of difpeopling Thrace, of 
jdeinolifliing the cities, and of tranfplanting the 
inhabitants beyond the t)cinube. Many towns 
and villages of Thrace were already evacuated ; 
an heap of ruius marked the place of PhilTppo- 
pblis, and a fimilar. calamity was e^pedted' at De- 
motica and Adrianople, by. the 6r{t authors of 
the revolt. They raifed a cry of grief and repent- 
,ance to the throne of Iteixty.; the ttn^cYof ^lolTe 
had the magnanimity to forgive knd truft 'Aein. 
. No more than four hundred knighte, with their 
ferjemts afid archers, could foe aflembied under 
*his banner; and with this blender force he fought 
' ' and 
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^ LXi ^' and rcpulfed the Bulgarian, who, befidcs his in* 
fantry, was at the head of forty thoufand horfc* 
In this expedition, Henry felt the difference be- 
tween an hoftile and a friendly country ; the re* 
maining cities were preferved by his arms ; and 
the favage, with fhame and lofs, was compelled 
to relinquifh his prey. The fiege of Theffalonica 
wias the laft of the evils which Calo-Johh inflifted 
or fuffered : he was (tabbed in the night in his 
tent ; and the general, perhaps the affaflin, who 
found him weltering in his blood, afcribed the 
blow with general applaufe to the lance of Su 
Demetrius". After feveral viSories, the pru* 
dence of Henry concluded an honourable peace 
with the fucceffor of the tyrant, and with the 
Greek princes of Nice and Epirus. If he ceded 
fome doubtful limits, an ample kingdom was re- 
ferved for himfelf and his feudatories; and his 
reign, which lafted only ten years, afforded a 
ftort interval of profperity and peace. Far above 
the narrow policy of Baldwin and Boniface, he 
freely entrufted to the Greeks the moft important 
offices of the ftate and army : and this liberality 
'orfentiment and praflice, was the more fcafon- 
able, as the prmces of Nice and Epirus had aU 
ready learned to feduce and employ the merce« 
nary^ valour of the Latins. It was the aim of 
Henry to unite and reward his deferving fubje£ts 
of every nation and language } but he appeared 

' SS The church of ibts patron ef Theflalonica wat ferved fagr the 
leanoRS of the holy fepukbre, and contained a divine ointraeot 
which diftilled daily and ftupendous miraclct (Ducange, Hift. da 

C,P.ii.40« 
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lefs foUcitous to accomplifli the imprafticable ^ 'l^,'*" 
union pf the two churcjics, I^elagius, the pope*s 
legate, whi>' afted'as the fovereign of Conftan- 
linople, had in't^rdifted the wortliip of the Greek?, 
and fternly . impofed the ' payiii^t of tithes, 
the do.ubie proceflion of the 'Holy 'Ghofti and a 
t)lind obedience td the Roman pontiff. ' As the 
weaker party, they pleaded the duties of cori- 
fcience, 'and' implored the tights of toleration : 
•*; Our bodieSj'Mhey faid; " are Caefar's, but 
^•'^our fouk belong only to ^ God*" The perfe- 
icuJtiori was checked by the firriinefs of the em- 
jperdr'*;' ind if w^ '^an believe ttiat the fame 
prince was' poifoned by the Greeks themfelves^ 
we itiuft entertain a contemptible idea of th6 
fenie and gratitude of mankind."**^Hig valour wat 
a vulgar attribute, \7hich he fliarecl with tfen thbo- 
fand knights ; . bult Henry poffefled the fiiperfoir 
courage, to opp6f6, in a fuperftitious age, the 
pride a.nd avarice pf^ the clergy. In the caihedta! 
of St.. Sophia he prefumed to place his throne Oft 
the tifeht-han4, '<^ ' the patriarch; and this pre- 
fumption exdted' the (harped cenfure of pope 
Itindcent the third. By a falutary eciift,'*one df 
the firrt: examples of the laws of mortmain, ti^ 
prohibited tlie alienation of fiefs; many; of thk 
tatins, defitous of returning it ^Europe, refigned 
their eftates to the church for a fplritual or tem- 
^poral reward ;"thefe holy lands were immediately 
..difcharged fjpm military fervice ; and a colony of 

'14 Acropolita (c, 17.) onferves the perrecution of tlie legate, aii4 
the toleration of Henry (*£^n a« he calls hifn}| nXuimat «ATfrt|f^. 

foldiets 
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S ^ P* daf^ was ihreitened with the vengeance of Wirth 
.s^i*'' ^ '-w mid heaven; but the captive emperor and his 
ibidiers were forgottep, and the reproaches of the 
|>ope are confined to the idiprifoanient of his 
Jfgjate. No fooner was he l^ti&fied by the deli* 
'Verance of the prieft and a promile of fpiritual 
-obedience^ than he pardoned and protected the 
defppt of Epirus. His peremptory commands 
fi^rpeaded the ardour of the Venetians and the 
"king^ of Hi^ngary ; and it was only by a natural 
Of untjmely death '" that Peter of Courtenay was 
Bel|S|ife4 fi^m his hopelefs captivity '^ 
KtMtrt Tbb long ignorance of his fate^ and the prefence 

I7coi^ :of the lawful fovereign, of Yolande, his wife or 
iftantino. mfidoWy dcUycd the proclamation of a new em- 
A.D. pfiTQir. Before her death, and in the raidft of 
'•*J"~ her. grief, (he was delivered of a fon, who was 
tiamed Baldluirin, tbp laft and mofi: unfortunate 
.pf the Latin princes .of Conftantinople. His birth 
;^jdeared. him to the barons of Ronxania; bur his 
^ehildtlood would have pi'oionged the^ troubles of a 
^minoijty, ahd his claiaiis werc-fuperfeded by the 
elder c^imS of his f: brethren. The firft of thefe^ 
Philip of Court*nay» who derived from his mo- 
ther the inherttiarice' of Namur, had the wifdodi 
to. prder the fubftance of a marquifate to the 

3^' Acropolita (c. 14.) affirrtis, that Peter of Courtenay died by 
tbe fWord ^t^yw {jmxou^bi; ftm^diu) t lijut from fah dark expreflioQs, 
I /hiMild coficiude a previous captivity, vf vouuxi a^im JSia;jiMTeLi 
vmncrcu avi van erxivc^'i. The Chronicle of Auxerrc dtlayt the 
cm^ieror^k deatK'tilf the year 11119 $ and Auxerre i$ in the neighbour* 
-,iiQ€ti uf Oo^tenay, 

. . . )T. Sre the reign and death of. Pet^r of Coiirteiay* in Ducange 
(Hift.'d'eC. p. 1. ii. c. as— 2S.), who feebljf Urives to cxcufe the 
tfegltft of ^e eisperor by itonorina III. ' ' 
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Ikatdour of aii empire ; and oh his r^ W, fiobett; ^ ^^ ■*- 
the fecond of the fons' of Peter and Ydahde,' was 
called to the throne of Conftaathmple. Vfsrvk^ 
by his father's mifchahce, he purfued bis i)ow:and 
feciire journey through Germany, and ^ong the 
Danube: a paflage was- opened by his (iftei^s 
marriage with the king of Hungary; and^tht 
emperoi* Robert was ctowned by the iparriarch lit 
the cathedral of St, SopHia, Blil hi^ teigtt-WS* 
an aera of calamity and difgrai:!c^; -and tlie coldftyi 
as- u was ftyled; ofNiw FkANCEyielded'on all 
fides to the Greeks of Nice and Epirus.' Aftef 
ft vifiory, which he owed to his JJerKdy t^th^t 
than his cduragc, Theddore Angelas entered ilft 
kitt^dom .of' TKeflalonica,' expelled nhe f^eblt 
■Demetriifs, the fon of the marquis Boniface, 
etedled his ft^ndard oh the'Valls of AdrianeipleJ 
and added, by his vanity, a tWtd or fourth name 
to the lift of rival emperors. The reKcs of the 
Afiatic province were fwept away by John Vatace«i 
the foh-in-law and fiicceffor of Theodbrii'Lafcarisl 
and who, in a triumphant rergh bf thirty-threfe 
years, difplayed the virtues both 'of peace and 
war. Under his difciph'ne the fwords of the 
French mercenaries were the moft effeflual inftru- 
snen^ of* his conquefts, and' their defertion from 
-the fervice of their country was at once a fymp- 
iota and a caufe of the riling iafcendaht of the 
Greeks. By the tf&nftruSion of a fleet,. he ob^ 
tained the (rommand of the Hellefpont, reduced 
t|ie iflands of Lefbos and Rhodes, atucked, -the 
• VcAefeian^ of Gandia, and intercepted the rare 
and ,iiarfimonious fuccours of. the Weft. ; Qace\ 
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c H A ^ and once only* the Latin emperor fimt an atrnt 
w againft Vataces ; and in the defeat of that ariny^ 
the veteran koightfi, the iaft of the origiaal coH* 
qaerors^ vere kft on the. field of battle* Bod 
tiie ^ccefs of a . foreign enemy was kfs painful 10 
the pufiUammous Robert than the infoknce df bit 
l4tfiu iiibje&s, who confounde$l the weaki^g of 
the emperor and of the empire. His ^er/bjliial 
ini^foftune^ will prore the ans^rchy of the g^yerfir 
inent and the ferociouiher$ pf the times. Th$ 
fliporQu) youth had n^gle^t^d his Creek brid(9» 
the daughter of Vat^Kcs, tt> introduce into tb^ 
p^ace a beautiful piaid, of a private, though 
AOblei family of Artds; and her nipther bad 
)>een tefX]^ted by the luftre of the pui^ple to fofT 
feit i^r engagements with a genttemaP of Bup- 
gundy. His Jove was comv^rted into rage; he 
aSqnbled his friends, foreed the palaoe gates^ 
xhvc^ the mother into the f^^ and inhumaqly 
cut off* tt>e nof<^ and lips of the wife pr concubine 
of the emppror, Infiead of puniChing the offend- 
.er, the barons avowed and .applauded the favagf 
deed '*, which, as a prince and as a man, it was 
iiqpQdible that Baldwin ihould forgive* He efcap* 
j^d from the guilty dty to implore the juftiCie <fr 
•conipaffion of the pope : the empejor was coolly 
.e^faarted to return to bis (tation ; before he could 
jobey, he funk under the weight of glief^ ihamSf 
,jand impotent r;e(^tH[i$nt ^\ 

-• , * » 

3^ Marinus Sanntu$ (ScdieuFidelium Cfucisi !• ii^ P*A' c* ^9« 
^. *73«} i« (o much ddighied with ^i» h^dj4ted, that bc'bu 
^n^ri^d it in }ii$ nvifgin fw » bonum iq^cempJloRi. 'Vnt iM 4(c- 
^no!M[i^ges the 4»«nrel fpr^e lawful wife of, )^^r^^ 

30 SeeMic rtigfi of Robert^ ia Ducange' (H^ftp de C«P«'l.uu 

It 
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• ft was only id the age of chivalry, that valour ^^^,^' 
could afcend from a private ftation to the thrones *— -v-^^^ 
tf Jerufalem and Conftantinopte. The titular j^^^^^ 
kiogdom of Jerufalem had devolved to Mary, John of 
the daughter of Ifabella and Conrad of Mont* emperor* 
ferrat, and the grand-daughter of Almeric or 2l,libo' le 
Amaury, She was given to John of Brienne, a. d. 
of a noble family in Champagne, by the public lll^T 
voice/ and the judgment of Philip Auguftus^ 
who named him as the moft Worthy champion of 
the Holy Land *^• In the fifth crufade, he led an 
hundred thoufand Latins to the conqueft of 
Egypt ; by him the fiege of Damietta was at- 
chieved; and the fubfequent failure was juftly 
afcribed to the pride and avarice of the legate. 
After the marriage of his daughter with Frederic 
the fecond *■, he was provoked by the emperor*s 
ingratitude to accept the command of the army 
of the chureh ; and though advanced in life and 
defpoiled of royalty, the fword and fpirit of John 
of Brienne were ftill ready for the fervice of 
Chriftendom. In the feven years of his brother's 
reign, Baldwin of Courtenay had not emerged 
from a ftate of childhood, and the barons of 
Romania felt the ftrong neceffity of placing the 

♦® Rex igltur Franciae, delibcratione habita rcfpondit nuntiis, 
fe - daturum bominem Syrix partibus aptum ; in armi« probum 
ifrtux)^ in bell is fecurum, in agendis providum^ Johannem comitem 
Brennenfem. Sanut. Secret. Fidelium, 1. iii. p. xi. c. 4. p« 205. 
Matthew Parts, p. 159. 

41 Giannone (Iftoria Civile, torn. ii. 1. xvi. p. 3S0— 38$.) diH* 
cufles the marriage of Frederic 11. with the daughter, of John of 
Brienne^ and the double union of the crowns of Naples and 
Jerufalem. 

Vol. XL ~ T fceptre 
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^ Iju ^ ^^P^te in the hands of a man and an hero. The 
veteran king of Jerufalem might have difdained 
the name and .offce of regent ; they agreed to 
inveft him for his life with the title and preroga- 
tives of emperor, on the fole condition, that 
Baldwin fhould marry his fecond/ dai^hter, and 
fucceed at a manure age to the throne of Conftan- 
tinople. The expedation, both of the Greeks 
^nd Latins, was kindled by the renown, the 
choice, and ' the prefence of John of Brienne : 
and they admired his martial9afped, his green 
and vigorous age of more than fourfcore years, 
and his (ize and ftature, which furpafled the 
common meafure of mankind *\ But avarice, 
and the love of eafe, appeared to have chilled the 
ardour of enterprife : his troops were difba&ded, 
and two years rolled away without adion or 
honour, till he was awakened by the dangerous 
alliance of Vataces emperor of Nice, and of 
Azan king of Bulgaria. They belieged Conftan- 
tinople by fea and land, with an army of one 
hundred thoufand men, and a fleet of three hun- 
dred ihips of war ; while the entire force of the 
Latin emperor was reduced to one hundred and 
fixty knights, and a fmall addition of ferjeants 
and archers. I tremble to relate, that, inftead of 
defending the city, the hero made a fally at the 
head of his cavalry ; and that of forty-eight fqua-^ 
drons of the enemy, no more than three efcaped 

«** Acropoitta, c. 47. The hiftorian was at that time a boy> 
zr.6 educated at Con (^an tinople. In ti^h ^^^n ^^ ^'^^ eleven years 
old, his father broke the Latin chain, heft a fplendid fortune, and 
efcaped to the Greek court of Nice, wbeie bi» foD was raifed to the 
highelt hoitouis. 
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from thg edge of his invincible fword. Fifed by 
his example, the infiintry and the citizens boarded 
the veflfels that anchored clofe to the walls; and 
twenty-five were dragged in triumph into the har- 
bour of Conftantinople. At the fummons of the 
emperor, the vaflak and allies armed in her de- 
fence ; broke through every obftacle that oppofed 
their pafTage ; and, in the fucceeding year, ob-i 
tained a fecond vidory over the (ame enemies. 
By the rude poets of the age, John of Brienne 
is compared to Hedor, Roland, and Judas Ma- 
chabaeus**: but their credit, and his glory, re- 
ceives, fome abatement from the filence of the 
Greeks, The empire was foon deprived of the 
lad of her champions; and the dying monarch 
was ambitious to enter paradife in the habit of a 
Francifcan friar*** 

In the double viftory of John of Brienne, I Baldwin 
cannot difcover the name or exJ)loits of his pupil \^ d. 
Baldwin ; who had attained the age of military "37> 
fervice, and who fucceeded to the Imperial dig- — a.d.* 

41 Philip Moufkes, bifhop of Touinay (A. D. 1174-1281), J"*^ *S- 
has compered a poem, or rather a ftring of verfes, in bad old Flemiih 
French, un the Latin emperors of Conflantinople, which Ducange 
has publifhed at the end of Villebardouin} fee p« 214. for the piowefs 
of John of Brienne, 

N'Aie, Eftor, RoU* ne Ogien 

Nejudas Machaoeus li Tiers 

Tant nc fit d*armes en eftors 

Cont flit li Rois Jehans eel jorS 

£t il dcfors et il dedans 

La parii fa force et fcs fens 

£t li hardiment i\\i*'\\ avoit. 
44 See the reign of John de Brienne, ia Ducange, Hift. de C. P. 
1. ill. c. 13—16. 
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^ Lxi *"* ^^^y ^^ ^^^ deceafe of his adopted iatlicr ^\ The 
royal youth was employed on a commiOion more 
fuitable to his temper ; he was fent to vlfit the 
Weftern courts, of the pope more efpecially, and 
of the king of France ; to excite their pity by the 
view of his innocence and diftrefs ; and to obtain 
fome fupplies of men or money for the relief of 
the fmking empire. He thrice repeated thefe 
mendicant vifits, in which he ieemed to prolong* 
his ftay, and poftpone his return ; of the five-and- 
twenty years of his reign, a greater number were 
fpent abroad than at home ; and in no place did 
the emperor deem himfelf lefs free and fecure 
than in his native country and his capital. On 
fome public occaiions, his vanity might be foothed 
by the title of Auguftus, and by the honours of 
the purple ; and at the general council of Lyons, 
when Frederic the fecond was excommunicated 
and depofed, his Oriental colleague was enthroned 
on the right hand of the pope. But how often 
was the exile, the vagrant, the Imperial beggar, 
humbled with fcorn, infulted with pity, and de- 
graded in his own eyes and thofe of the nations ? 
In his firft viiit to England, he was flopped at 
Dover, by a fevere reprimand, that he fhould 
prefume, without leave, to enter an independent 
kingdom. After fome delay, Baldwin however 
was permitted to purfue his journey, was enter- 
tained with cold civility, and thankfully departed 

4S See the reign of Baldwin IT. till his expulfton from Conftanti- 
nof le, in Ducange^ Hift. de C P. i. iv. c. i— H* ^^^ .^^^ '• ^* 
C.I— 33. 

with 
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^ith a ptefeht of feven hundred marks **. From c h a: p. 
the avarice of Rome, he could only obtain the 
proclamation of a crufade, and a treafure of in-' 
dulgfences ; a coin, ^j^hofe currency was depre- 
ciated by too frequent and indifcriminate abufe. 
His birth and misfortunes recommended him to 
the generofity of his coufin Lewis the ninth ; but 
the martial zeal of the faint was diverted from 
Conftaritinople to Egypt and Paleftine ; and the 
public and private poverty of Baldwin was alle- 
viated, for a moment, by the alienation of the 
marquifate of Namur and the lordfliip of Courte- 
nay, the laft remains of his inheritance*^. By 
fuch fbameful or ruinous expedients, he once 
more returned to Romania, with an army of 
thirty thoufand foldiers, whofe numbers were 
doubled in the apprehenfion of the Greeks. His 
firft difpatches to France and England announced 
his victories and his hopes : he had reduced the 
country round the capital to the diftance of three 
days journey ; and if he fucceeded againft an im- 
portant, though namelefs, city (moft probably Chi- 
orli), the frontier would be fafe and the paffage 
acceiTible. But thefe qxpeflations (if Baldwin wad 

4^ Matthew Paris relates the two vifits of Baldwin II. to the 
EngUfli court, p. 396. 637. : his Tetum to Greece annata mau-Ol, 
p. 407. bis letters of his nomen fonn^iabile^ &c. p. 481. (a paflage 
irv^ich had efcaped Ducange) : his expuliloriy p. S50. 

47 Louis IX. difapiH'oved and fttrpped the alienation of Courtenay 
(Ducange> 1. iv. c. %^»). It is now annexed to the royal demefne* 
but granted for a term {engagi) to the family of Boulanvilliers. 
Courtenay, in the election of Nemours in thcKle de France, is a town 
of 900 inhabitants, with the remains of a caftle (Melanges tire d^une 
grande Bibliotheque^ torn, xlv* p. 74-— 77')* 
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fincere) quickly vanifhed like a dream ; the troops 
and treafures of France melted away in his unlkil- 
ful hands ; and the throne of the Latin emperor 
was protefted by a diflionourable alliance with the 
Turks and Comans. To fecure the former, he 
confented to beftow his niece on the unbelieving 
fultan of Cogni ; to pleafe the latter, he, complied 
with their Pagan rites ; a dog was facrificed be- 
tween the two armies ; and the contracting par- 
ties tafted each other^s bloodi as a pledge of 
their fidelity **. In the palace or prifon of Con- 
ftantinople, the fucceflbr of Auguftus demolifhed 
the vacant houfes for winter-fuel, and flripped 
the lead from the churches for the daily ex- 
pence of his family. Some ufurious loans were 
dealt with a fcanty hand by the merchants of 
Italy ; and Philip, his fon and h^ir, was pawned 
at Venice as the fecurity for a debt*^ Thirft, 
hunger, and nakednefs, are pofitive evils; but 
wealth is relative ; and a prince, who would be 
rich in a private ftation, may be expofed by the 
encreafe of his Wants to all the anxiety and bitter- 
nefs of poverty. 
The holy But in, ihis abjeft diftrefs, the emperor and 
crown of empire were ftill poffeffed of an ideal treafure, 
vhich drew its fantaftic value from the fuperfti- 
tion of the Chriflian world. The merit of the true 
crofs was fomewhat impaired by its frequent di- 
vifion; and a long captivity among the infidelj 

4' Joinville, p. 104. cdif, da Louvre. A ComAf) prince, who 
died without baptii'iii, was buried at (he gates of CooUaptinopU wnh 
p. jive retinue of flaves and horfes. 

49 Sanut. Secret. ¥\d^\f Crucis^ i. ii. p. iy. c..i8. p. 73. 

might 
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■light filed fome fufpicion on the fragments- Ihaf ^ "^^^ *"•' 
were produced in the Eaft and Weft. But an- w* 
other relic of the PafSon was preferved in the 
Imperial chapel of Conftantinople ; and the crown^* 
of thorns which had been placed on the.iiead of 
Chrifl: was equally precious and authentic. Iv 
bad formerly been the pra^ice of the Egyptian 
debtors to depofit, as a fecurity, the mummies* 
of their parents ; and both their honour and re- 
ligion were bound for the redemption of the 
pledge. In the fame manner, and in the abfence 
of the emperor, the barons of Romania borrowed 
^he fum of thirteen thoufand one hundred and 
thirty-four pieces of gold '% on the credit of the 
holy crown: they failed in the performance of 
their contract ; and a rich Venetian, Nichohs' 
Querini, undeftook to fatisfy their impatient* 
creditors, on condition that the relic (hould be 
lodged at Venice, to become his abfolute pro- 
perty, if it were not redeemed within a fliort and 
definite term. The barons apprifed their fovereign 
of the hard treaty and impending lofs ; and as 
the empire could not aSbrd a ranfom of feven 
thoufand pounds fterling, Baldwin was anxious' 
to fnatch the prize from the Venetians, and to 
veft it with more honour and emolument in the 
hands of the moft Chriftian king'*. Yet the* 

nego* ^ 

so Under the words PiifaruSf Perperat Hyperpertm^ Ducange ' 
is (hort and vague t Monetae genus. Fronn a corrupt paCtge of 
Caguntherus (Hift. C. P. c. 8. p. lo.), I guefs, that the Perpera 
was the nurotnus aureus* the fourth part of a mark of filver, or 
about ten fliiliings fterling in value. In lead, it would be too con. ' 
tempt ible. 

5* For the tranilation of the holy crown, &c. frono Cohftanti- ' 
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negociation was dUoiided with fome delicacy. ' In 
the puTchafe of relics, the feint would hare 
fiairt^ at the guilt of. fimony ; but if the mode of 
expreffion were changed, he might lawfully repay 
the debt, accept the gift, and acknowledge the 
obligation. His ambafTadors, two Dominicans, 
were difpatched to Venice, to redeem and re-* 
ceive the holy crown, which had efcaped the 
dangers of the fea and the gallies of Vataces. 
On opening a wooden box, they recognifed 
the feals of the doge and barons, which were 
applied on a fhrine of filver : and within this 
{hrine, the monument of the PalGon was in- 
clofed in a golden vafe. The reluflant Venetians 
yielded to juftice and power: the etaperor Fre- 
deric granted a free and honourable paflage ; the 
court of France advanced as far as Troyes in 
Champagne, to meet with devotion this ineftim- 
able relic ; it was borne in triumph through Paris 
by the king himfelf, barefoot, and in his fliirt; 
and a free gift of ten thoufand marks of filver 
reconciled Baldwin to his lofs. The fuccefs of 
this tranraflion tempted the Latin emperor to 
offer with the fame generofity the remaining fur- 
niture of his chapel ^* ; a large and authentic por- 
tioi^ of the true crofs ; the baby- linen of the Son 
of God ; the lance,, the fpunge, and the chain, 
of his Paffion; the rod of Mofes, and part of 

nople to Pans, fee Ducangc (Hift. de C. P/ I. iv. g. it— 'I4. 24. 
35.) and Fleury (Hill. Ecclef. torn. xvti. p. aoi-*^ao4..}. 

5> Melanges tiies critne grande Bibliotheque, torn, xliii. p. soi 
—205. The Lotrin of BoiJeau cxhibita tbe infide, the foul' and 
manners of tht Smmte CbapelUi and many fafls relative to the inftitu- 
tion are colled'led and explained by bis commentators^ BrolTette tnd 
de St* Marc. 

the 
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theikiillof St. Jofen Afe baptift. For the recep^ ^^jf,*"- 
<ion of thefe- fpiritual treafure^, twenty tfeoufand '^•s t '^ 
marks were expended by St. Louis on a • (lately 
foundation^ the holy chal^el of Patis, 6ft which' 
the mufe of Boileau his'' beftowed a comic .im« 
mortality. The triith of ftich remote and ancient 
relics. Which' * ctondt be proved by any human 
teftimony, m'uft be admitted by thofe who be- 
lieve ift the mfitaelcs which they have perfdrtoed* 
About thd middlfe of the laft age, an inveterate 
ulcer was touched and cured by an holy prickle 
of the holy crown " : the prodigy is attefted by 
the moft pious and enlightened Ghriftfans o^ 
France \ nor will the faft be eafily cfifpfdved, ex- 
cept- by thofe who are armed with a general anti- 
dote againft teligious credulity **. 
• The Latins of Conftantinople " were on all Progrefc 
fides eneompaffed a^ preffed: their fole hope, oreelt, 
the laft delay of their nain, was in the divifion of a.d. 
their Greek apd Bulgarian* enemies; and of this 1*64,"" 

5) It wa$' p^rff^riped A. P. i6<6, March %4,p on the niece o£ 
Pafcal I arid that fuperior genius, with ArnauMj Nicole, &c« 
were on the fpot'tol* believe and atteft a miracle which confounded 
th^ JeAiitSy^^nd faved Port Noyal (Oeuvres de Radne, torti. ti^ 
p. 176— ift7» in his eloquent Hiftory of Port Royal). ' ^ 

54 Voltaire (Siecle de Louis XIV. c. 37. Oeuvres, torn. ix« p* 
178, 179.) ftrWes to invalidate the fa^*. but Hume (EHaya, voK ii« 
p. 4S3, 4.84.), ;wicU more ikiii and /uccei*, feizes the baf fery, aili. 
turns the cannon againft his enemies. 

'^$ The gradual foifes of the Latins maybe traced in tliie third. 
fourth^ and fifth books of the comj^ilatloM of Ducanget but i^ 
the Greek conqaefts he has dropped nciany circomftances, which jpa)^ 
be recovered from the large hiftory of George Acropolita, and the 
three firft.b'ooki of Nice phoros Gregoras, two writers of the Byzan- 
tine feriet, who bare had the good fortibne to meet with'iearneti 
cditori» Leo AHatiiis at RomCi and John fioivin in the Academy of. 
Infcriptions of P^ii. 

hope 
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c H^A P. hope -they were deprived by; the foparior anne andr 
policy of Vataces emperor of Nice. From the 
Propontift to the rocky coaft of Pamphylia, Afia 
va$ peaceful and profpei;oua under his mffi: and 
Uie events of every campaign extended, his. in- 
flfjence in Europe. The -(Irong cities of the hills 
of Macedonia and Thrace, jwer^ ,refcue4 from- 
the Bulgarians ; and their kingddm was eircum- 
fpribed by its prefent and proper limits, along the 
fouthern^ banks of the Danube. The fole emperor 
of the Romans could no longer brook jthat a lord 
of Epirus, a Comneniau prince of the Weft, 
ihould prefume to difpute or (hare the honours of 
tbepQrple; and the humble Demeirius. changed 
the colour of his bufluns, and accepted with gra- 
titude the appellation of defpot. His. own fubjefts 
were exafperated by his bafenefs and incapacity : 
they implored the protedioii qf the^r fupreme 
liDrd« After fome refiftance, the kingdom of 
ThefliloAica was united to the empire of Nice; 
and Vataces reigned without a competitor from 
the' Turkifli borders to the Adriatic gulph. The 
prince^ of Europe revered his merit and power ; 
anrd had< he fubfcribed an orthodox creed, it ihould 
feem that the pope would have abandoned with- 
Q]i3t rqlu£lance the Latin throne of Conftantino- 
pie.' But the death of Vataces, the (hort and bufy 
reigj;i,^9f Theodore his fon, and the helplefs in^ 
fiuncy of jhis grandfon John, fufpended the reftora- 
tion of the Greeks. In the next chapter I (hall 
cxplajn their domeftic revolutions ; ,in this place, , 
il .will be fufficient to o^ferve, that the youngs 
jJrince was oppreffed by the ambition of his guar* ' 

dian 
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dian and colkague Michael Palxologus, who dil^, chap, 
played the virtues and vices that ^elong to the. ^ — y^ 
founder of a new djnafty. Th\? emperor Bald- '^*,*'*^^*^ 
win had flattered himfelf, th^it^ h^ might recoy^; gws, the 

r • • • I • . ^ • Greek 

lome provinces or cities by gj)f impotent negpcia-*, ^nip<?ror» 
tioiv His ambaffadors wer^. difraifl'ed from Nice A- ^^• 
with mockery and contempt. At every placq Dec*, 
which they named, Palseologus alleged fome fpe- 
cial reafon, which rendered it dear and valuable 
in his eyes : in the one he was born ; in ano- 
ther he had been firft promoted to military com* 
mand ; an4 in a third he bad enjoyed, and 'hope4 
Jong to enjoy, the pleafures of the chace. *^ Ag^ 
" what then do you prppofa to give us?'* faM 
the aftoniflied deputies- '^ Nothing,'* replied tJi© 
Greek, " not a foot of land. If your mafter be 
f^ defirous of peace, let him pay me as an annual 
*' tribute, the fum which he receives from the 
^^ trade and cufloms of Co^{tant^nople• On 
*l thefe terms, I may, allow him to reign. If h€t 
*' refufes, it is war. I am not ignorant of th^ 
•* art of war, and I txuft the event to God and 
'^ my fword **.** An expedition againft the def- 
pot of Epirus was the firft prelude of his arms. 
If a viftory was followed by a defeat; if the race 
of the Comneni or Angeli furvived in thofe moun- 
tains his efforts and his reign ; the captivity of 
Villehardouin, prince of Achaia!| deprived the 
Latins of the moft aftive and powerful vaflnl o£ 
their expiring monarchy. The republics of Ve- 
nice and Genoa .difputed, in the fuft of their naval 

- ■ . • 

#* Qeorge Acropolita, c. 78. p* 89, 90. c4*t» ParU* . . . 
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v^ars, the command of the Tea and the commerce 
of the Eaft. Pride and intereft attached the Ve- 
netians to the defence of Conftantinople : their 
rivals were tempted to promote the defigns of her 
enemies, and the alliance of the Genoefe with the 
fchifmatic conqueror provoked the indignation of 
the Latin church ". 

Intent on this great objeft, the emperor Michael 
vlfited in perfon and ftrengthened the troops and 
fortifications in Thrace. The remains of the La- 
tins were driven from their laft pofleflions : he af* 
faulted without fuccefs the fuburb of Galata; 
and correfponded with a perfidious baron, who 
proved unwilling, or unable, to open the gates 
of the metropolis. The next fpring, his favourite 
general, Alexius Strategopulus, whom he had 
decorated with the title of Caafar, pafTed the Hel* 
lefpont with eight hundred horfe and fome infan^ 
try*', on a fecret expedition. His inftrudions 
^Ojoined him to approach, to liften, to watch, 
but not to riik any doubtful or dangerous enter- 
prife againft the city. The adjacent territory be- 
tween the Propontis and the Black Sea, was cul- 

. 57 The Greeki» aihamed of any foreign aid, difguife the aIliao<K 
and fuccour of the Genoeie ; but the fa3 is, proved by the teftiraony 
df J. Villani (Chron. i. vi. c. 71 • in Muratori, Script. Rerum Ita- 
licaruni, torn. xiri. p. ^o»» 203.} and William de Nangis (An* 
iiales de St. Louis, p. 248. in the Louvre Joinville), twp impartial 
foreigners ; and Urban IV. threatened to deprive Genoa of her arch- 
lyiOtop. 

. 5^^ Some precautions mvft be uM in reconciling the difconlant 
numbers ; the 8co foldiers. of Nicetas, the 15,000 of Spandugioo 
fapud Ducange, I. v. c. 24); the Greeks and Scythians of Acropo- 
)ita $ and the numerous army of Michael, in the Epiftles of Pope Ur- 
ban IV. (i. 1290* 
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tWated by an haniy race of peafaats and outlaws^ chap. 
exerciijed in arni$^ uncjertain in their allegiance^ v.,.»*^'«w 
but inclined by language, religion, . .aAd pcefent 
advantage, to the party of the Qreeks. They 
were ftyled the volunteers ", and by their free 
fervi(;e, the army of Alexius^ with the regulars* 
of Thrace and the Coman auxiliaries ^^ was aug-' 
mented to the number of five-and-twenty-thou-i^ 
land men. By the ardour of the volunteers, and 
by his own ambition, the Caefar was ftimulated to 
difobey the precife orders of his mafter, in the 
juft confidence that fuccefs would plead his par- 
don and reward. The weaknefs of Conftantinople, 
and the diftrefs and terror of the Latins, were 
familiar to the obfervation of the volunteers : and 
they reprefented the prefent moment as the mo(l 
propitious to furprife and conqueft. A rafh youths 
the new governor of the Venetian colony, had 
failed away with thirty gallies, and the beft of the 
French knights, on a wild expedition to Daph- 
nufia, a town on the Black Sea^ at the diftance 
of forty leagues ; and the remaining Latins were 
without ftrength or fufpicion. They were in- 
formed that Alexius had pafled the Hellefpont ; 
but their apprehenfions were lulled by the fmalU 
nefs of his original numbers ; and their impru- 
dence had not watched the fubfequent encreafe of 
his army. If he left his main body to fecond 

59 e6X>i/xaT«fw*. They arc defcribed and named by Pachymer 
0« ii. c. i4..)« 

^ It is needlcfs to feek thefe Cdmans in the defcrts of Tartary, or 
even of Moldavia. A part of the hord had fubmitted to John Vata- 
ces, and was probably fettled as a nurfery of foldiers on fome wailc 
lands of Thrace (Cantacuien, 1. i. c* s.) 

and 
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CHAP, and fupport his operations, lie might advance iin- 
perceived in the night with a chofen detach- 
ihent. While forae applied fcalrng ladders to the 
loweft patt of the walls, they were fecure of an 
old Grefek, who would introduce their compa- 
nions through a fiibterraneous paffage into his 
houfe ; they could foon on the infide break an 
entrance through the golden gate, which had 
been long obftrufted ; and the conqueror would 
be in the heart of the city, before the Latins 
were confcious of their danger. After fome de- 
bate, the Caefar refigned Himfelf to the faith of 
the volunteers j they were trufty, bold, and fuc- 
cefsfnl ; and in defcribing the plan, I have already 
related the execution and fuccefs**. But no 
fooner had Alexius pafled the threfliold of the 
golden gate, than he trembled at his own rafii- 
nefs ; he paufed, he deliberated ; till the defpe- 
rate volunteers urged him forwards, by the aflur- 
ance that in retreat lay the greateft and mod 
inevitable danger. Whilft the Caefar kept his 
regulars in firm array, the Comans difperfed them- 
felves on all fides ; an alarm was founded, and 
the threats of fire and pillage compelled the citi- 
zens to a decifive refolution. The Greeks of 
Conftantinople remembered their native fove- 
reigns ; the Genoefe merchants their recent alli- 
ance and Venetian foes ; every quarter was in 

^" The lofs of Conftantinople is briefly told by tbe Latins : the 
conqueft is tlefcribcd with n.oie faiisfaflion by the Greeks $ by 
Acropolita (c. 85.), Pacliynntr (). ii. c. a6, 17»)> Nicephorus 
Cicgotas (K iv* c. 1, 2.). bceDucar.ge, HilU dc C« P. J. v. c« 19 
—27. 

arms; 
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vm's; and the air refounded with a general ac- ^^ ^ ?^ 



clamation ,of *' Long life and viftory to Michael 
** and John, the anguft emperors of the Ro- 
c" mans!" Their rival, Baldwin, was awakened 
by the found ; but the mod preffing danger could 
not prompt him to draw his fword in the defence 
of a city which he deferted, perhaps, with more 
pleafure than regret : he fled from the palace to 
the fei-lhore, where he defcried the welcome fails 
of the fleet returning from the vain and fruitlefs 
attempt on Daphnufia. Cohftantinople was irre- 
coverably loft ; but the Latin emperor and the 
principal families eitibarked on board the Vene« 
tian gailies, and fteered for the ifle of Eubcea, 
and afterwards for Italy, where the royal fugitive 
was entertained by the pope and Sicilian king 
with a mixture of contempt and pity. From the 
lofs of Gonftantinople to his death he confumed 
thirteen years, foliciting the Catholic powers to 
join in his reftoraiion : the leflfon had been fami-* 
liar to his youth; nor was his lad exile more 
indigent 6t (hameful than his three former pil- 
grimages to the courts of Europe. His fon Philip 
was the heir of an ideal empire ; and the preten- 
lions of fns daughter Catherine were tranfported 
by her marriage to Charles of Valois, the brother 
of Philip the Fair king of France. The houfe of 
Courtenay was reprefented in the female line by 
fucceflive alliances, till the title of emperor of 
Gonftantinople, too bulky and fonorous for a^ 
private name, modeftly expired in filence 2»ul 

oblivion **. 

After 

^ Sec tli«'thrct laft books (1. v--Viii.}» and the genealogical 

-^ ubies « 
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c H A P. After this narrative of the expoditloitt of the 
■,_ ^^-!.^ Latins to Paleftine and Conflantinople, I cannot 
General difmifs the fubjed without reyoiVing'' <he general 
fences of confequenccs on the countries that Were'tSie fcene, 
the cru. ^^^ ^^ jjjg natioQs that were the a^ord« of thefe 
meiAorable crufades ^K As foon as the arais oi 
th$ Franks were tirithdrawn^ the indpreffioD^ 
though not the i^ierpory, wp$ erased in the Ma- 
hometan realms of Egypt and Syria. Tt^e faith- 
ful difciples of the prophet were n^ver tempted 
i>y a prophane deiire to ftudy. the. laws or Ian* 
guage of the idolators ; nor did t^e fiippHcity of 
iheir primitive manners receive the {light^ft alter- 
ation from their intercourfe in peace and war with 
the unknown ftrangers of the Weft. The Greeks, 
who thought themfelves proud, but wjlio were 
only vain, fiiewed a difpofition fomewhat lefs in- 
flexible. In the efforts for the r^cdvery^ of their 
em[Mre, they emulated the valour, .dirdpliae, and 
ta&ics, of their antagoiiifts. The /nodern ]iite- 
rature of the Weft they might juftly dei^^ife ; but 
its free fpirit would inftrud them in the rights* of 
man ; and fome inftitutions of pub}ic and private 
life were adopted from the French. The corre- 
fpondence of Conftaptinopk and Italy diffiifed the 

r 

tablet of DucaHge. In the year i3Sx» the titular emperor of 
Conf(antinop)e «ras James de Baux, duke of Andria in the king- 
dom of Naples* the Ton of Margaret, daughter of Catherine de 
Valoisy daughter of Catherine, daughter of Philip, fon of Bald. 
win II. (Ducange^I. viii. c. 37, 38.) It is uncertain whether be left 
my pofterity. 

. . ^i Abalfeda, who faw the conciufion of the crufadea, fpeaks of 
the kingdoms of the Franks, and thofe of the Negroes, as ec|ually 
unknown (Prolegon. ad Geograph.). Had he not' difdained the 
Latin language, howeafily might the Syrian prince have found books 
MKi interpreters i 

knowledge 
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knowledge of the Latin tongue'; and fcvtertl 6fth& ha p.-" 
fehefs and clafffics were at length hohOnred with a 
Greek verfion*^. But the natbniail and reUgioui 
prejudices of the Orientals^ were infiameA by pef^ 
fecution ; and the reigii of the Latins confirmed 
die f<^aration of the two churches. 

If we compare, at the aera of the' crufades, th^ 
Latins of ]^ur6pe with the Gi'eeks and Arabians^ 
their 'refpefthre degrees of knowledge, induftry^^ 
and art, otir rude anceftors muft be contetit with 
the tbif d rank -in the fcale of nations. Theit 
ftfcccffive' imprbvement and prefent flapcfriority 
May be afcrfeed to a peculiar energy of ehara€ler, 
to an; iStWe and iniitative 'Ipirit, unknown to their 
more' poKfted rivals, who at that time were in a 
ffatidnary or * retrograde ftate. With fuch a dif* 
pofition, the Latins fhbuld have derived^ the nioft 
tarlyand effential benefits from a feries of events 
Ivhich opened to their eyes the profpedt of the 
WorM, and introduced them to a long and fre- 
quent hitercQurfe with the more cultivated regions 
of the Eaft. TKe firft and ihoflr obvious projlrrefs 
was in trade and manufadures. iln the- arts x^ich 
are ftrongly prompted by the thirft of Wealth, thi 
calls of neceflity, and the gratification of the fenfe 
or vanity. Among the crowd of unthinking fa- 

H A 4<Mrt atid faperfijcial account of thefe verfions from lAUn into 
Greek, is gtrcm -ji>y Htiet (de Interpretatiofle et cle clari$ iBterpredbus, 
p. 1)1— 135). Maximus Planudes, a Monk of Conitantinopl* 
( A. I>. 1 %%7>^i 353 ), has tranflated Cxfai^'s CommeMarieif tlw Sam* 
niom Scipiooiv the Metamorpbofea and Heroides 0f Ovid« &o* 
(FabHc. Bib*;Gr»c. torn. x. p» 533*)* 

. VoiiXL U ' .; natics. 
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CHAP. naiic$, a captive or a pilgrim might fometimef 
pbferve the fuperior refinements of Cairo and 
Conftantinople : the firft importer of wind-nnlls ** 
was the benefador of nations ; and if fuch blef- 
fing^ are enjoyed without any grateful ^ remem- 
brance, hiftory has condefcended to notice the 
more apparent luxuries of filk and fugar, which 
were tranfported into Italy frofn Greece and 
jSgypt. ^ But the intelledual wants of the Latins 
were more flowly felt and fupplied ; the ardour 
of ftudious curiofity was awakened in Europe by 
different caufes and more recent events ; aad, in 
the age of the crufades, they viewed with care* 
lefs indifference the literature of the Greeks and 
Arabians. Some fudiments of mathemaliical and 
mtdiqinal knowledge might be imparted in prac- 
tice and in figures ; neceflity might produce fome 
interpreters for thp groffer bufinefs of merchants 
and fipldiers ; but the commerce pf the Orientals 
had not dlfiufed the fludy and knowle4ge of their 
languages in the fchools of Europe ^. If a fimi- 
lar principle of religion repulfcd the idiom of the 
Koran, it ihould 1^ave excited .their patience and 
puriofity tp undcrftaruj the original text of the 
Gofpel; anq the. fame^grajnmar would have un- 
folded the fenfe of Plato and the beauties of 

6f WindmilUi firft invented in the dry country of Afia Minori 
were ufed In Normandy as early as the year X105 (Vie privee dea 
Frarfois, tom. u p. 4s« 43. Ducange, GloflT. Latin, torn. iv. 

p.-474.)« 

- ^- See the conplainu of Roger Bacon (Biognphia Britaanita» 

r<A. i. p.-4iS. Kippis'g edition). If Bicon htm(elf» or Gerberti 

undcrftood fiin Greek| they wafc prodtgies, and owed nothing to tbt 

commerce of the Baft. 

7 ,-' Hornet 
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Homer. Yet in a reign of fixty years^ the Latins chap. 
of Conftantinople difdained the fpeech and Iearn« 
ing of their fubjefts ; and the manufcripts were 
the only treafures which the natives might enjoy 
without rapine or envy. Ariftotle was indeed 
the oracle of the Weftem univerHties ; but it was 
a barbarous Ariftotle ; and^ inftead of afcending 
to the fountain-head, his Latin votaries humbly 
accepted a^ corrupt and remote verfion from the 
Jews and Moors of Andalufia. The principle of 
the crufades was a favage fanaticifm; and the 
mod important effbdts were analogous to the caufe. 
Each pilgrim was ambitious tb return with bis 
facred fpoils, the relics of Greece and Paleftine ^' ; 
and each relic was preceded and followed by a 
train of miracles and vifions. The belief of the 
Catholics was corrupted by new legends, their 
practice by new fuperftitions ; and the eftablifh- 
ment of the inquifition, the mendicant orders of 
monks and friars, the laft abufe of indulgences, 
and the final progrefs of idolatry, flowed from 
the baleful fountain of the holy war. The a^ive 
fpirit of the Latins preyed on the vitals of their 
reafon and religion ; and if the ninth and tenth 
centuries were the times of darknefs, the thir-* 
teenth and fourteenth were the age of abfurdity 
and fable. 

In the profeffion of Chriftianity, in the culti* 

^1 Such was the opinion of the great Leibnitz (Oeuvret de 
FoDtenelle, torn. v. p. 45t.)» ^ matter of the hiftory of the mid. 
die ages, t (hall only inftance the pedigree of the Carmelitesi 
and the flight of the houfe of X^retto, which were both derived from 
Palcftiae. 

U 2 vation 



apa THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP. Yation erf" a fertile land, the northern conqueror*. 
of the Roman empire infenfibly mingled with the 
provincials, and rekindled the embers of the arts 
of antiquity* Their fettlements about the age of 
Charlemagne had acquired fome degree of order 
and ftability, when they were ovemshdmed by 
new fwarms of invaders, the Normans, Saiacens ^% 
and Hungarians, who replunged the weftem coun-» 
tries of Europe into their former ftate of anarchy 
and barbarifm. About the eleventh century, the 
fecond tempeft had fubfided by the exputiion or 
ccmverfion of the enemies of Chriftendom : the 
tide of civilization, which bad fo feng ebbed^ 
began to flow with a fteady and accelerated 
courfe ; and a feirer profped was opened to the 
hopes and efforts of the rifing generatbns. 
Great was the increafe, and rapid the progrefs^ 
durmg the two hundred years . of the crufades i 
and fome philofophers hav^ applauded the pror 
I»tious influence of thefe holy wars, which app^r 
to me to have checked rather than £3rwarded 
the maturity of Europe ^^ The lives and la< 
hours of millions, which were buried in the £aft» 
would have been more profitably employed in 
the improvement of their native country : the ac- 
cumulated ftock of induftry and wesQth would 

^^ If I rank the Saracens with the Barbarians* k is qnly relatiTC to 
their wars» or rather inroads, in Italy and France* where their fole 
|>arpore was to plunder and deftroy* 

^9 On this interettiftg fubjcft, the progrefs of fociety in Eorop^ 
a ftrong ray of philofophic light has broke from Scotland in our own 
times; and it is with private, as well as public regard* that I repeat 

the names of Hume* Robertfon* and Adam Smith. 

• • . ■ • • 

have 
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hate overflowed in navigation and trade j and <s » a p. 
•the Latins would have been enriched and en- 
iightehed by a pure and friendly correfpondencc 
wkb the climates of the Eaft. In one refped I 
can indeed perceive the accidental operation of 
the crufades, not fo much in producing a bene- 
fit as in removing an evil. The larger portion of 
the inhabitants of Europe was chained to the 
foil, TWthout freedom, or property, or know- 
Je4ge^ and the two orders of ecclefiaftics and 
i^gblpf, jwhofe nutnbers were comparatively fmall, 
alone rdefejiyed. the , nan^ of citizens ^nd men. 
This oppreffive fyftem was fupported by the arts 
of thf clei|;y and the fwordiof the barons. The 
authority of thp priefts operated in the darker 
ages as^ a: falutary antidote : they prevented the 
totsd extinftion of letters, mitigated the fierce- 
nefs i^ the ^times, iheltered the poor and 4efence- 
lefs, an4 .preferved or reviyed the peace and order 
of f ivil Ibciety. But the independence, rapine, 
and difcor^, of the feudallords^ were unmixed 
with any femblance pf good; ax^d every hope of 
uida(lry, and . improvement 'was cruihed by the 
.iroa ydjght of t^e martial ari(lacracy. .Among 
Che caufes that undermiiied that Gothic edifice, a 
confpicuous place muft be allowed to the cru- 
fades. The eftates of the barons were diffipated, 
and then* race was oft^n extinguiihed, in thefe 
coftly and perilous expeditions. Their poverty 
extorted from their pride thofe charters of free- 
dom which unlocked the fetters of the Have, fe- 
cured the &rm of the peafant and the fhop of the 
artificer) and gradually reftored a fubftanoe and 

U 3 a foul 
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CHjiP. .a foul to the moft numerous and ufeful part of 
the community. The conflagration which de- 
flroyed the tall and barren trees of the foreft, gave 
air and fcope to the vegetation of the fmaller and 
nutritive plants of the foil. 



DigreJJion on the Family of Courienaj* 

THE purple of three emperors, who have 
reigned at Conftantinople, will authorife or ex- 
cufe a digreflion on the origin and fingular 
fortunes of the houfe of Courtenay'% in the 
three principal brancheij, L Of Edefla; II. Of 
France ; and. III. Of England, of which the laft 
only hks furvived the revolutions of eight hundred 
years. ' , • 

Origin of I. Before the introduftion of trade, which 
of^Cour*^ Tcatters riches, and of knowledge, whicn difpels 
lenay, prejudice, the prerogative of birth is mod ftrongly 
felt arid moft humbly acknowledged. In every 
age, the laws and manners of the Germans have 
difcriminated the ranks of fociety : the dukes 
and counts, who fhared the empire of Charle- 
magne, converted their office to ah inhemSince ; 
and to his children, each- feudal lord bequeathed 

79 i have applied, but not confined, my Mf i^jf gem^^sgkoi^BiJhrf 
eftbilfoblt and illvfiriout Family 0/ Courtenty, by Exra Cifave,aiuit Ifitor 19 
Sir WiUiak Couftenay, and Re^or of Hcniton ; Zxonl 1735. m fofh* The 
firft partU extra6^ed iiom William of Ty're^; the feoomi from Bon- 
chct^s French hiftory ; jand the thit'd from'variou^ iiiieiBort9ls« pub* 
Jicj. provincial, anU^ piivate, of the Couitenays of DeyoQihive. The 
re^or of Honiton hUs more gratitude than induftry^ Slid more iBduftiy 
ihan crifi^ifiD. . r. . . 
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his honour and bw fword* The proudeft famifies ^ ^ **• 
are content to lofe, ih th&<iark&e(s of the middle ^^m^^ A ^ 
ages, the itet of their ped^ree, which, how- 
ever deep and lofty, muft ultimately rife from a 
plebeian root ;' and their biftorians mufl defcend 
ten centuries below the Chriftfan aera, Iwfore they 
can afcertain any lineal fuccefltcm by the ..evidence 
of fumam^s, of arms, an^ of authentic records* 
With the firft rays of light ^V we difcern the no- 
bility and opulence of Atho, a French knight : 
his nobility, in the rank and* title of a namele& 
fadier ; bis opulence, in the foundation of the 
caftie of Courtenay in the diftrid: of Gatinois, 
about fifty.fix miles to the fouth of Paris, From 
the reign of Robert, the fon of Hugh Capef„ the . 
barons of Courtenay are Coi^Tpicuous among the 
immediate vaffals of the crowi^ j; andjofcelin, the 
grandfon ot Atho and a nojble dame, is enrolled 
among. the, heroes of the firft crufade, A domef- 
tic alliance (their mother.s were fifters) attached 
him to the- ftandard of Baldwin of Bruges, th^ 
fecond count of Ed^ffa } a princely fief, which he i.The 
was worthy to! receive^Sfid ^ble to niamtain, an^ £j"J-a*®^ 
nounces* the . nuiAbei; o|r Ws martial followers : a. b. 
and after the departure, of hijs' CQufin,.JofceUn H^lT 
hirtifelf was irtvefted with the county of Edefla orj 
both fides of the Euphrates. By the cccouomy in 
peace, hia territories were, repleniflied with Latin 
and Syriaxi fubjeds i his rpagazin^es with corn, 

. . » ■ 

7' The primitive record of the family, is a paiTage of the con- 
timiator of Aimoin, % monk of Flcury, who wrote in the *i»"» 
centurjr. Sec bt» Cbronicley in the Hiftorians of France (torn. xi«* 

U 4 wine, 
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^Lxi/* vine, and' oH;: h&'caOla with.goW iwwj filvftf, 
with arms and borfes. In a hbly wgrfafe- of 
thirty years, he wsts alternately a coaqueror and 
a captive ; but he. died like a folcfief, in vx horfe* 
litter at the bead of his troops ; and his laft 
glance beheld the flight of the Turkifli inTaders 
who had prefumed^ on his age and infirmities. 
His fon and facceflbr, of the fame oame^ vm 
lets deficient in valoar than in vigilance; but 
he fometimes forgot that dominion is acquired 
and maintained by the fame arts« He challenged 
the hoflility of the Turks, without feciiring > the 
friendfhip of the prince of Antioch ; and,* amidfl: 
the peaceful luxury of Turbeffcl, in Syria '*, 
JofceUn negleded the defence of the Chriftian 
frontier beyond the Euphrates. In his abfence, 
Zenghi, the firft of the Atabeks, befieged and 
ftormed his capital, Edefla, which was ' feebly de- 
fended by a timorous and dilloyal crowd of Ori- 
entals ; the Franks were oppreffed in a bold at«r 
tempt for its recovery, and Courtenay ended his 
days in the prifon of Aleppo.' He ftiU left a £sur 
and ample patrimony. 3ur the ti&orious Tuii^s 
oppreffed on all fides the wes^nefs of a widow 
and orphan; and^ for the equivalent of an an* 
nual penfion, they refigned to the Greek emperor 
the charge of defending, and the ihame of lofing, 
the laft relics of the Larin conqueft. The coun* 
tefs dowager of Edefla retired to Jerufalem with 
her two children : the daughter, Agnes, became 

7* Turbeife), or at it is now ftyled Telbcflier, U fixed by d*Aii« 
ville four- and- twenty miles from the great palfage ^vcr dife£ophratet 

at Zeugma. 

the 



• 



pf: TUP. ROH^lf 1 WPf «S? U99 

the wife and mother of a king j the .fox^ Jp^ce^jf h a p. 
the ihird^ accepted the office of fenefchal, the y.^ 
firft of the kingdom^ and held his new eftates ia 
Paleftiae by the fervice of fifty knights. His 
aame appqars with honour in all the tranfaftioi^ 
of peace and war ;, but he finally vaniihes in the 
&11 of Jerufalem } and the name of Courtenay, in 
thi3 branch of £defia) was loft by the marriage 
of his two daughters with a French and a German 

baron ^'. '^ . _ 

* '. » » 

IL While Jofcelin reigned beyond -the Eu- h. tIi© 
phrates, his elder brother Milo, the fon oJF Jofce- Coune- 

• ■ ' ' , • • , nays of 

lin, the fon of Atho, continued, near the Seine, France. 
to. poflefs the caftb. of their Others, which was at 
le^Qh inherited by Rainaud, or Reginald^ the 
youpgeft of his three fons* Examples of genius 

or virtue nuift be rare in the annals of the oldeft 

/•.,,■ • ' .... 

families } and,: in a remote age, their, pride will 
embrace a deed of rapine and violence ; fuch, 
however as could not be perpetrated without 
fome fuperiority of courage, or, at leaft, of power. 
A defcendant of Reginald of Court enay may blulh 
for the public robber, who dripped and impri- 
foned fcvcral merchants, after they had fatisfied 
the king's duties, at Sens' and Orleans. He will 
glory in the offence, fince the bold offender could 
not be compelled to obedience and reftitution . till 
the regent and the count of Champagne prepared 

71 His poflfe/fioni are diftinguiihed in the Ailifes of Jerufaleiu 
(e« 3*6.) among the feudal tenures of the kingdom^ which muft 
lb erelbre have, been coUeAed between the years 1 1 53 and 1 1 87. His ^ 

pedigree may be found in the Lignages d'Ootreraefy c« i6* 

to 
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^ Lxl ^' *^ niaych* againft' bim' at thie head of an army^\ 
^^-^^-^ ^ Reginald beftowed his eftates on his eldeft daugh- 
ter, and' his daughter on the feventh foh of king 
Their ■!- Louis the Fat; and their marriage was crowned 
with Hie '^'^^^ ^ numerous' offspring, ' We might expeft 
foyai f«. that a private fhould have niergl^d*: in a royal 
a! d. name ; and that the defcendants of Peter of 
ii5»- France arid Elizabeth of Courtcnay would have 
enjoyed the title and honours of princes of the 
blood. But this legitimate claim was long neg- 
lefked and finally denied; and the caufes of th^ir 
difgrace'wiU reprefent the ftpry-^oF this fecond 
branch^ !• Of all the famiKes now extant, the 
xnoft ancient, doubt lefs, and the moft illuftrious, 
is the houfe of France, which has occupied the 
fame throne above eight hundred years, and di* 
fcends, in a clear and lineal feries of males, itoiA 
the middle of the niilth century ^^ In the age 

of 

74 The rapine an^ fitisfsAion of Reginald d^ Coartenay» are pre* 
pollerouily arranged in the epiltles of the al>bot and regent Suger 
(cxiv. cxvi. ), the heft memorials of the age (Duchefne, Scriptoret 
Hift. Franc, torn. ir. p^ 530.)* 

75 In the beginning of the xi^i» century,, af^er naming the father 
and grandfather of Hugh Capet, the monk GJaber is obliged to add, 
ciijus genus yalde in-ante rep*ritur obfcurum. Yet we arc aHtired 
that the great grandfather of Hugh Capet was Robert the Strong, 
covnt of An}ou (A* P- 263-^873), a noble Frank of Neuftria, 
Neuftricus • • • • generofae ftirpis, who was- flain in the defence of 
his country againil the Normans, d«m patriae fines tuebatur. Beyond 
Robert, all is conje^ure or fable. It is a probable conje^ure, that 
thethtrd race defcended fcom the fecond by Childebrand, the brother 
of Charles Martel. It is an abfurd fable, that the fecond was allied 

4 to the fhtik by the marriage of Anibert, a Romao leiiator and the an- 

ccftor of St* Amoul, with Btitilde, a daughterof Clotaire I. The 
$axon origin of the houfe of France is an ancient but incredible 
ppinion. See a judicious msoioir of M, de Foncemagne (Memoires 

d« 
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of the crufades, it was already revered both in the ^ h a p.' 
Eaft and Weft. But from Hugh Capet to the 
marriage of Peter, no more than five reigns or 
generations had elapfed ; and fo precarious was 
their title, that the eldeft fons, as a necelTary pre« 
caution, were previoufly crowned during the life- 
time of ^their fathers. The peers of France have 
-long maintained their precedency before the 
younger branches of the royal line ; nor had the 
•princes of the blood, in the twelfth century, ac^ 
quired that hereditary luftre which is now diffufed 
over the moft remote candidates for the fucceffiom 
2. Thel)arohs of Coui'tenay muft have ftood high 
4n their own eftimation, and in that of the world, 
iince they* could impofe on the fon of a king 
4he obligation of, adopting for himfelf and all hts 
defcendants the name and arms of their daughteir 
and his wife, in th4s marriage of an beirefs with 
lier inferior or her equal, fuch exchange was often 
required and allowed: but as they continued to 
diverge from the regal ftem, the fons of Louis the 
Fat were infenfibty confounded with their ma- 
ternal anceftors ; and the new Courtenays might 
deferve to forfeit the honours of their birth, 
which a jnotive of intereft had tempted- them to 
renounce. 3. The fhame was far more perma- 
nent than the reward, and a momentary blaze 
was followed by a long darknefs. The eldeft fon 
of thefe nuptials, Peter of Courtenay, had mar- 
{ied^ as I have already mentioned, the fifter of the 

der^cademic des Infcripticns fom. xx. p« 54S-- 579). He had 
promifetl to declare hU own Oi^inion in a fccond mcisoir^ which has 
Mvtr tppcaitd* 

counts 
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CH APi counts of Flanden, the two firft crilperors of 
Conftantinople : he rafbly accepted the invitation 
4>f the barons of Romania ; bis two fons, Robert 
and Baldwin, fucceflively held and loft the remains 
of the Latin eni[Mre in the £aft, and the grand- 
dlaugbter of Baldwin the fecond ^ain mingled 
her blood tvith the blood of France and of Valois^ 
To fupport the expences of a troubled and tranfi- 
cory reign, their patrimonial eftates were mort- 
gaged or fold ; and the laft emperors of Conftaa* 
tinople depended on the annual charity of Rome 
.and Naples. 

While the elder brothers dilfipated thdr wealth 
in romantic adventures, and the caftle of Cour- 
tenay was profaned by a plebeian, owner , the 
younger branches of that adopted name were pro- 
pagated and multiplied. But their fplendour wa» 
. clouded by poverty and time : after the deceafe of 
Robert, great butler of France,, they defcended 
from princes to barons : the next generacioiis 
were confounded with the fimple gentry ; the de- 
fcendants of Hugh Capet could no longer be vifi- 
l>le in the rural lords of Tanlay and c^ Champtg- 
netles. The more adventurous embraced without 
.difhonour the profeflion of a foldier : the leaft 
a&ive and opulent might link, like their couOns 
of the branch of Dreux, into the condition of 
peafants. Their royal defcent, in a dark period 
of lour hundred years, became each day more 
obfolete and ambiguous ; and their pedigree, in^ 
ftead of being enrolled in the annals of the king- 
dom, muft be painftilly fearched by the miuute 
diligence of herald s and genealogifts. it was not 

15 tUl 
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till the end of the fixteenth centuty, on the acce£- chap* 
fion of a family almoft as remote as tfadr owa^ 
that the princely fpirit of the Courtenays again 
revived ; and the queftion of the nobility, pro- 
voked them to aflert the royahy, of their blood. 
They appealed to the juftice and compaffion of 
Henry the fourth ; obtained a favourable opinion 
from twenty lawyers of Italy and Germany, and 
modeftly compared themfelves to the defcendants 
of king David, whofe prerogatives • were not im- 
paired by the lapfe of ages or the trade of a car* 
penter ^•. Birt every car was deaf, and every cir- 
cumftance was adverfe, to their lawful claims^ 
The Bourbon kings were juftified by the negled of 
the Valois : the princes of the blood, more re« 
cent and lofty, difdained the alliance of this hum-' 
ble kindred : the parliament, without denying 
their proofs, eluded a dangerous precedent by an 
arbitrary difl:in£tion, and eftablifhed St. Louis as 
the firft father of the royal line ". A repetition of 

com- 

7^ Of the various petitions, apologiet, &c« publiihed by tbe^'aMS 
•f Courtenay^ I have feen the three following, ail in oAavo i i. De 
Stirpe et Origine Domus de Courtenay ; addita fitnt Refponia celer 
berrimorum Europae Juiirconfaltonim ; Paris, 1607.' a. Reprefellta* 
tion du Proced^ tenii a I'inftance fai6te devant le Roi, par MeiZieiiri 
de Courtenay, pour la cooferTation de rHonnew et Oignit6 de loit 
Maifon^ hrancb^ de la royalle Maifon de France; a Paris, 1613^ 
3. Rcprefentation du rubjeA qui a port6 Meflieurs de Salles et d« 
Fraville, de la Maifoa de Courtenays, a fe retirer hors du Royaume, 
f4i4* It WAS an homicide, for which the Courtenays expeAed to b€ 
pardoned, or tried, as princes of the blood. 

77 Ttn; fenie of the parliaments is thus expreifed by Thuanus s 
Principia nomen nufquam in .Gallia tributum, niii its qui per 
niatres e regibus noltris originem repctuntt qui nunc tantum a 
Ludovico uono beatae memorise numeraiitur ; nam Cortinar et 

Drocenfes, 
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complaints and protefts was repeatedly difre'* 
garded: and tbe hopelefs purfuit was terminated 
in the prefent century by tbe death of the iaft 
male of the £aimily ^^ Their painful and anxious 
fituatioa was alleviated by the pride of confcious 
virtue: they fternly rejefted the temptations of 
fortune and favour ; and a dying Courtenay would 
have facrificed his fon^ if the youth could have 
renounced^ for any temporal tntereft, the right 
and title of a legitimate prince of tlie blood of 
France ^'. 

III. According to the old r^ifter of Ford Ab- 
bey, the Courtenays of Devonihire are de&ended 
from prince FIotut^ the fecond fon of Peter, and 
the grand fon of Louis the Fat '^ This fable of 
the grateful or venal monks was too refpedfuUy 



Procenfes, a Ludotico craflTo genut duceiites, bodie inter cot iniiiim« 
recenfentur. A diftin6lioti of expediency, rather than juftice. Tbe 
fftftAity of Louis IX. could not inveft htm with any fpecial prerog«* 
tive, and all tbe defcendantt of Hugh Capet muft be included in his 
oiiginal compa^V with the French nation. 

7* The laft male of the Courtenays was Charles Roger, who died 
in the year 1730, without leaving any Tons. The laft female was 
Helene de Coarttnay, who married Louis de Beaufremont. Her title 
of Princefle da Sang Royal de France, was fUpprelTed (February 
7^*9 1737) by 3** ^'^'^ ^^ ^^^ parliament of Paris. 

79 The lingular anecdote to which I allude, is related in the 
Recueil des Pieces intereiTantes ct peu connues (Maeftricht, 
1796» in 4. vols, ta"^^) \ and the unknown editor quotes hia 
author, who had received it from Helene de Courtenay, marquife de 
Beaufremont. 

So Dugdale, Monafiicon Anglicanum, vol. i. p. 786. Yet this 
fable muft have been invented before the reign of Edward III. Tbe 
profufe devotion of the three fii ft generations to Ford abbey, was foU 
lowed by oppreflion on one fide and ingratitude on the other % and ia 
the fiatb generation, tbe monks ceafed 10 regifter the birtbSy aAioDS. 
and deaths of their patrons. 

enter- 
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entertained by our antiquaries, Cambden '* and ^ ^^ ^* i 
Dugdale ** : btit it is fo clearly repugnant to truth 
and time, that the rational pride of the family 
now refuies to accept this imaginary founder. 
Their moft faithful hiftorians believe, that after 
giving his daughter to the king's fon, Reginald 
of Courtenay abandoned his poffeffions in France, 
and obtained from the Englifh monarch a fecond 
wife and a ne^r inheritance. It is certain, at 
leaft, that Henry the fecond diftinguiflied in his 
camps and councils, a Reginald, of the name 
and arms, and, as it may be fairly prefumed, of 
the genuine race, of the Courtenays of France. 
The right of wardfliip enabled a feudal lord to 
reward his ,vaflal with the marrij^ge and eftate of 
a noble heirefs ; and, Reginald of Courtenay ac- 
quired, a fair eftablilhmeat tn Deyonfhire, where 
his. pofteriry has been feated above fix hundred 
years **, , From a- Norman baron, Baldwin de 
Brioniis, who had been invpfted by the Conqueror, 
Hawife, the wife of Reginald, derived the honour 
o^ Okehatnpton,^ which was held t)y the fervice of 
ninety-three knights- J and a female might claimr 
the.,m4nly offices of heret|itary..vifcount or^flieriff, 
and of captain. of the r9yal,x:afi:lB ofExeter, ;,.Thei5- 

•*** In'his Britannia, fn the Hft^of the ^.irls of Devoodiire. H7$ 
ttxprtBiotiy t regio iaV^^ulne otios cA4iinr, Uettays howtiei rime doubt 
orfufpicion. ; ; •/ -^ , :.i.r:>. ^ ..... • •: 

** In his Baron-^ge^ P« i.^y» 6'^^^^\}e refers to Ins own Monafticon^ 
Should ht dot ha/e corrected tie regifter of Ford abbey, and annihi- 
lated the phantom Florus, by the unque(iionable evidence of tli« 
Erejicli hiftorians ? , . 

*. 81 Befides the third aad moft valuable book of Cleaveland's Hift'ary, 
t baVe .confulted Dugdale, the father of our genealogical fciencei 
(Baronage, P. ^. p. 634.^64.3.}. 

foa 
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(on Robert married the iifter of the earl of Devon j 
at the end of a century, on the failure of the 
family of Rivers **, his great grandfon, Hugh the 
fecond, fuccceded to a title which was ftill con- 
fidered as a territorial dignity; and twelve earls 
Theearit of Dcvonfliire, of thc name of Cpurtenay, have 
fiiirer^"' flouriflied in a period of two hundred and twenty 
years. They were ranked' amdng the chief of 
the barons of the realm ; tior was it till after a 
ftrenuous difpute, that they yielded to the fief of 
Arundel, the firft place in the parliament of Eng- 
land: their alliances were contraded with the 
nobleft families, the Veres, Defpcnfers, St. Johns,. 
Talbots, Bohuns, and even the Plantagenets 
themfelves ; and in a conteft with John of Lan- 
cafter, a Courtenay, biihop of London, and after* 
wards archbifliop of Canterbury, might be accufed 
of profane confidence in thd ftrerigth and number 
of his kindred. In peace, the earls of Devon 
refided in their numerous caftles and manors of 
the wefl: : their ample revenue was appropriated 
to devotion and hofpitality ; and the epitaph of 
Edward, furnamed, from his misfortune, the 
blind^ from his virtues, the good^ earl, inculcates 
with much ingenuity a moral fentence, which 
may however be abufed by thoughtlefs generofity. 
After a grateful commemcM'ation of the fifty-^five 
years of union and happinefs, which he enjoyed 
with Mabel his wife, the good eatl thus fpeak$^ 
from the tomb: 

94- This great family^ de Ripuariis, ^t Redversi de Rivers^ ended,, 
io Edward the Firft*s timtf in lOibella de 'I^ortibus» a famous vnd 
|>otent dowager, who long furvived her brother and huiband (Du£«» 
dale. Baronage, P« t« p. S54— a57,), * * 

What 
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What we gave, we have j 
What we fpent, we had j 
What we left, we loft *'• 

But their lojfes^ in this fenfe, were far fuperior to 
their gifts and expences ; and their heirs, not lefs 
than the poor, were the objefts of their paternal 
care. The fums which they 'paid for livery 
and feifin, atteft the greatnefs of their poflef- 
fions ;' and feveral eftates have remained in their 
family fince the thirteenth and fourteenth centu- 
ries. In war, the Courtenays of England ful- 
filled the duties, and deferved the honours, of 
chivalry. They were often entrufted to levy and 
command the militia of Devonfhire and Cornwall ; 
they often attended their fupreme lord to the 
borders of Scotland ; and in foreign fervice, for 
a ftipulated price, they fometimes maintained 
fourfcore men at arms and as many archefs. By 
fea -and land they fought under the ftandard of 
the Edwards and Henries : their names are con- 
fpicuous in battles, in tournaments, and in the 
original lift of the order of the garter; three 
brothers fliared the Spahifli vidlory of the Black 
Prince ; and in the lapfe of fix generations, the 
Englifli Courtenays had- learned to defpife the 
nation and country from which they derived their 
origin. In the quarrel of the two rofes, the earls 
of Devon adhered to the houfe of Lancafter, and 

Sf Cleaveland, p. 141. By fome it is alT.gned to a Riven earl of 
Devon : but the EngllAi denotes the xv^^, latber than the xiii^'*. 
century.' * ' 

Vol. XI.* X three 
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^ "xi **' ^^^^^ brothers fucceflively died, eitEer in the 
field or on the fcaffold. Their honours and eftates 
were reftored by Henry the feventh ; a daughter 
of Edward the fourth was not difgraced by the 
nuptials of a Courtenay i their fon, who was 
. created marquis of Exeter, enjoyed the favour of 
his coufin Henry the eighth ; and in the camp of 
Cloth of Gold, he broke a lance againfl: the 
French monarch. But the favour of Henry was 
the prelude of difgrace ; his difgrace was the 
fignal of death ; and of the vidims of the jealous 
tyrant, the marquis of Exeter is one of the mod: 
noble and guiltlefs. His fon Edward lived a pri- 
foner in the Tower, and died an exile at Padua ; 
and the fccret love of queen Mary, whom he 
flighted, perhaps for the princefs Elizabeth, has 
ihed a romantic colour on the ftbry of this beau- 
tiful youth. The relics of his patrimony were 
conveyed into ftrange families by the marriages 
of his four aunts ; aiid bis perfonal honours, as 
if they had been legally extinft, were revived by 
the patents of fucceeding princes. But there (till 
furvived a lineal defcendant of Hugh the iirfl: earl 
of Devon, a younger* branch of the Courtenays, 
who have been feated at Powderham caftle above 
four hundred years from the reign of Edward the 
third to the prefent hour. Their eftates have 
been increafed by the grant and improvement of 
lands in Ireland, and they have been recently re- 
ftored to the honours of the peerage. Yet the 
Courtenays ftill retain the plaintive motto, ivhich 
aflerts the innocence, and deplores the fall, of 

thdr 
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their ancient houfe . While they figh for paft chap. 
greatnefs, they are doubtlefs feufible of prefent 
blef&ngs : in the long feries of the Courtenay an^^ 
nals, the mod fplendtd sora is likewife the moH: un« 
fortunate; nor can an opulent pe^r of Britain be 
inclined to envy the emperors of Conftantinople^ 
who wandered over Europe to folicit alms for the 
fupport of their d^;mty and the defence of their 
capital* 

Sf^ Vhi Uffus ! ^idfecif a motto which was profaahTy adopted hf tho 
Powderham branch, after the lofs of the earldom of D«VQ|i(bire, &c* 
The primitive arms of the Courtenays were, #r, thret ttrttoMf^ |v^» 
which feem to denote their ztBMj withOpdfciey of.Boyilloiii and tbp 
aivient <0]i»itt of Bovlogne^ 
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CHAP, LXII. 

Tie Greek Emperors of Nice and Conjlantinople*-^ 
Elevation and Reign of Michael Palaologus. — 
His falfe Union with the Pope and the Latin 
Church. — Hojiile Dejigns of Charles of Anjou* 
^^Revolt of Sicily. — War of the Catalans in JJia 
and Greece.— Revolutions and prefent State of 
Ailnns. 

^I^HE lofs 6f Conftantmople reftored a mo- 
^ mentary vigour to the Greeks. From 
their palaces, the princes and nobles were 
driven into the field j and the fragments of the 
falling monarchy were grafped by the hands of 
the moft vigorous or the moft fkilful candidates. 
In the long and barren pages of the Byzantine 
annals ', ijt would not be an eafy taik to equal the 
two charafters of- Theodore Lafcaris and John 
Ducas Vataces*, who replanted and upheld the 
Roman ftandard at Nice in Bithynia. The dif* 
ference of their virtues was happily fuited to the 



> For the reigns of the Nicene emperon, more efpecially of 
John Vataces and bit fon, their miniftery George Acropolita, is 
the only genuine contemporary ; but George Pachymer returned to 
. Conftantinople with the Greeks, at the age of nineteen (Hanckius, 
de Script. Bysant. c. 33, 34.. p. 564^579. Fabric. Bibliot, Graec. 
torn. vi. p. 448—4.60.). Yet the hiftory of Nicephorus Gregoras> 
though of the xiv^^ century, is a valuable narrative fr6m the taking 
of ConAanttnople by the Latins. 

* Nicephorus Gregorafc (1. ii. c. i.) diftinguifhes between the 
•f u«op/ifi of Lafcaris, and the ft/radsi»*of Vataces. The two portraits 
arc in a very good ftylc. 

diverfity 
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divcrfity of their fituation. In his firft efforts, '^ hap. 
the fugitive Lafcaris commanded only three cities v^i-v-w 
and'4wa thoufand foldiers: his reign Was the 
feafon 'of generous and afti v^ defpair : -in every 
military operation he ftaked his lifb and cfrown ; 
and his enemies, of the Hellefpont and the Mas- 
ander, were furprifed By his celerity and fubdued ' 
by his boldnefs. A viftorious reign of eighteen 
years expanded the principality of Nice to the 
magnitude of an empire. The throne of his fuc- john Du- 
ceffor and fon-in-law Vataces was founded on ^^^*^^- 
more folid bafis, a larger fcope, and more plenti- a!d. 
ful refources ; and it was the temper, as well as "^5"" 
the intereft, of Vataces to calculate the rifk, to oa. 30. 
expedt the moment, and to enfure the fuceefs, 
of his ambitious defigns. In the decline of the 
Latins, I have briefly expofed the progrefs of the 
Greeks ; . the prudent and gradual advances of a 
conqueror, who, in a reign of thirty-three years, 
refcued the provinces from national and foreign 
ufurpers, till he prefled on all fides the Imperial 
city, a leaflefs and faplefs trunk which mud fall 
at the drd ftroke of the axe^ But his interior 
and peaceful adminiftration is ftill more deferving 
of notice and praife '. . . The calamities of the 
times had waded the numbers and the fubftance 
of the Greeks : the motives and the means of 
agriculture were extirpated ; and the mod fertile 
lands >vere left without cultivation or inhabitants. 

A portion of this vacant property wa^ occupied 

• * 

5 Pachymcr, 1. 1. c. 13, 14,. Nic. Greg. I. ii. c. 6, The reader of 
the Byzantines niuft obferve how raiely we arc indulged with ific6 
priecious d«tail«. 

X 3 and 
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CHAP, and improved by the commaad, and for the be^^ 
nefit, of the emperor : a powerful hand and a 
vigilant eye fupplied and furpafled, by» a ikilful 
management, the minute diligence of a private 
farmer : the royal domain became the garden 
and granary of Afia ; and without impoverifhing 
the people, the fovereign acquired a fund of in- 
nocent and productive i^ealth. According to the 
nature of the foil, his lands were fown with corn 
or planted with vines : the paftures were filled 
with horfes and oxen, with' (lieep and hogs ; and 
when Vataces prefented to the emprefs' a crown 
of diamonds and pearls, he informed her with a 
fmile, that this precious ornament arofe from the 
fale of the eggs of his innumerable poultry. The 
produce of his domain was applied to the main- 
tenance of his palac6 and hofpitals, the calls of 
dignity- and benevolence : the leflbn wa^ ftiQ 
more ufeful than the revenue: the plough was 
reftored to its ancient fecurity and honour ; and 
the nobles were taught to feek a fure an4 inde- 
pendent revenue from their eftates, inftead of 
adorning their fplendid beggary by the o}^reflion 
of the people, or (what is almofl the fame} by 
the favours of the court. The fuperfluous (lock 
of corn and cattle was eagerly purchafed by the 
Turks, - with whom Vataces preferved a ftrift and 
fincere alliance ; but he difcouraged the import- 
ation of foreign manufaftures, the coftly filks of 
the £^, and the curious labours of the Italian 
looms* " The demands of nature and neceffity,*' 
was he accuftomed to fay, '^ are indifpenfable ; 
^^ but the influence of fafhion- may rife and fink 

A • "at 
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" at the breath of a monarch ;*' and both his ^ " ^ p. 
precept and example recommended fimplicity oF 
manners and the ufe of dotpeftic induftry. The 
education of youth and the revival of learning 
were the moft ferious objefts of his care; and, 
without deciding the precedency, he pronounced 
with truth, that a prince and a philofopher ^ are 
the two, moft eminent charafters of human fociety. 
His fir ft wife was Irene, the daughter of Theo- 
dofe Lafcaris, a woman more illuftrious by her 
perfonal merit, the milder virtues of her fex; 
than by the blood of the Angeli and Comiieni, 
that flowed in her veins, and tranfmitted the in- 
heritance of the empire. After her death he 
was contrafted to Anne, or Conftance, a natural 
daughter of the emperor Frederic the fecond ; but 
as the bride had not attained the years of puberty, 
Vataces placed in his folitary bed an Italian dam- 
fel of her train } and his amorous weaknefs be- 
ftowed on the concubine the honours, though 
not the title, of lawful emprefs. His frailty was 
cenfured as a flagitious and damnable fin by the 
monks ; and their rude inve£iives exercifed an4 
difplayed the patience of the royal lover. A phi- 
lofophic age may excufe a fingle vice, which was 
redeemed by a crowd of virtues \ and in the re- 
view of his faults, and the more intemperate 
paifions of Lafcaris, the judgment of their con* 
temporaries was foftened by gratitude to the fe« 

(Gr^. Acropol. c. i%,)m The emperor, in a familiar converfa. 
tion, examined aod encouraged the ftudies of hit future logo* 
thcte* 

X 4 * cond 



3TJ THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, cond founders of the empire '. The flares of th^ 
v----v^ Latins, without law or peace, applauded the hap- 
pinefs of their brethren who had refumed their 
national freedom ; and Vataces employed the laud- 
able policy of convincing the Greeks of every do- 
minion that it was their intereft to be enrolled in the 
number of his fubjefls. ^ 
Theodore A ftrong (hade of degeneracy is vifible between 
Lafcaiii JqJjjj Vataces and his fon Theodore j between 
A.D. the founder who fuftained the weight, and the 
oaober heir who enjoyed the fplendour, of the Imperial 
JO— crown •. Yet the eharafter of Theodore was not 

A. D 

i»59f' devoid of energy \ he had been educated in the 
AuguU. fchool of his father, in the exercife of war and 
hunting : Conftantinople was yet fpared j but in 
the three years of a fhort reign, he thrice led his 
armies into the heart of Bulgaria. His virtues 
were fullied by a choleric and fufpicious temper ; 
the firft of thefe may be afcribed to the ignorance 
of controul ; and the fecond might naturally arife 
from a dark and imperfeft view of the corruption 
pf mankind* On a march in Bulgaria, he con- 
fulted on a queftion of policy his principal mini- 
fters J and the Greek logothete, George Acropo^ 
lita, prefumed to offend him by the declaration 
of a free and honeft opinion. The emperor half- 

% Compare Aeropelita (c. i8. 5S.)> and the two firft books of Ni- 
crpborus Gr«goras. 

^ A Pcrfian faying, that Cyrus was the fathtr^ and Darius the 
mafierf of his fuhjcfls, was applied to Vataces and his fon. But Pa- 
chymer (I. i, c.»^,) has miftaken the mild Darius for the cruel Cam» 
byfts, defpot or tyrant of his people. By the inftitution of tai^es, Da- 
rius had incurred the lefs odious, but more contemptiblei bame ot 
IpxTD^o;, merchant or broker (Herodotus, iii. S^.}. 

unfheathe4 
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tinfli^athed his fcymetar ; but his more deliberate 
rage referved Acropolita for a bafer punifhment. 
One of the firft officers of the empire was ordered 
to difmount, ftripped of his robes, and extended 
on the ground in the prefence of the prince and 
army. In this pofture he was chaftifed with fo 
many and fuch heavy blows from the clubs of 
two guards or executioners, that when Theodore 
commanded them to ceafe, the great logotheie 
was icarcely able to rife and crawl away to hi$ 
tent. After a feclufion of fome days^ he was 
recalled by a peremptory mandate to his feat in 
council ; and fo dead were the Greeks to the fenfc 
of honour and fliame, that it is from the narrative 
of the fufferer himfelf that we acquire the know- 
ledge of his difgrace ^ The cruelty of the empe- 
ror was exafperated by the pangs of ficknefs, the 
approach of a premature end, and the fufpicipn 
of poifon and- magic. The lives and fortunes, 
the eyes and limbs, of his kinfmen and nobles, 
were facrificed to each fally ofpaflion; and be^* 
fore he died, the fon of Vataces might deferve 
from the people, or at leafl: from, the court, the 
appellation of tyrant.. A matron of the family 
of the Palaeologi had provoked his anger by re- 
fufmg to beftow her beauteous daughter on the 
vile plebeian who was recommended by his ca- 
price. Without regard to her birth or age, her 

7 Acropolita (c. 63.) fccms to admire his own firmnefs in fuf- 
taining a beating, and not returning to council till he was ciiled. 
He relates the exploits of Tlieodore, and his own fervices, frem 
c. 53. toe. 74. of his hiftory. Ste the third book of Nicephoros 
pregoras. 
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CHAP, body, as high as the neck, was inclofed in a fack, 
^,,r-,-^ with feveral cats, who were pricked with pins to 
irritate their fury againft their unfortunate fellow- 
captive. In his laft hours, the emperor teftified 
a wifli to forgive and be forgiven, a juft anxiety 
for the fate of John his fon and fucceflTor, who, 
at the age of eight years, was condemned to the 
Minority dangers of a long minority. His laft choice en- 
Lafolris ^^^^^ the office of guardian to the fandity of 
a.d! the patriarch Arfenius, and to the courage of 
Attftt^! George Muzalon, the great domeftic, whcT was 
equally diftinguiQied by the royal favour apd the 
public hatred. Since their conneflion with the 
Latins, the names and privileges of hereditary 
rank had inlinuated themfelves into the Greek 
monarchy j and the noble families ' were pro- 
voked by the elevation of a worthlefs favourite, 
to whofe influence they impyted the errors and 
calamities of the late reign. In the firft council, 
after the emperor's death, Muzalon, from a lofty 
throne, pronounced a laboured apology of his 
conduft and intentions: his modefty was fub* 
dued by an unanimous aflfurance of efteem and 
fidelity; and his moft inveterate enemies were 
the loudeft to falute him as the guardian and 
faviour of the Romans. Eight days were fuffi* 
cient to prepare the execution of the confpiracy. 
On the ninth, the obfequies of the deceafed mo- 
narch werls folemnized in the cathedral of Mag«» 

' Pachymer (1. i. c. if.) names and dircriminates fifteen or 
twenty Greets families, xeu o&m a^u^ oi^tf fAvyecXoyifns au^ x«« XJPt^ 
9vyiui(fOT«rro. Does he mean, by this dtcoratioD^ a figurative, or a 
real golden chain ? Perhaps^ both. 
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nefia% an Afiattc city, where he expired, on the, chap. 
banks of the Hernius, and at the foot of mount ^^m~^Ji^t 
Sipylus. The holy rites were interrupted by a 
fedition of the guards : Muzalon, his brothers, 
and his adherents, were maffacred at the foot of 
the altar ; and the abfeht patriarch was affociated 
with a new colleague, with Michael Palaeologus, 
the moft illuftrious, in birth and merit, of the Greek 
nobles "^ ' 

Of thofe who are proud of their anceftors, the TzmiUnnd 
for greater part muft be cflntent with local, or jJilS!^*' 
domeflic renown; and few there are who dare Paiaeolt- 
truft the memorials of their family to the public ^** 
annals of their country. As early as the oiiddle 
of the eleventh century, the noble race of the 
Palaeologi '* ftands high and confpicuous in the 
Byzantine hiftory : it was the valiant George 
Palaeologus who placed the father of the Com* 
neni on the throne ; and his kinfmen or defcend*- 
ants continue, in each generation, to lead the ar* 
mies and councils of the ftate. The purple was 
not diflionoured by their alliance; and had the 

9 The old geographers, whh Cellarius ami d*Anyilter Md our 
travel lersy particularly Pocock and Chandler^ will teach ut to 
diftinguiOi the two Magnefias of Alia Minor, of the Meander 
and of Sipylus. The latter, our prefent object, is ftiU flouri(b- 
ing for a Turktfii city, and lies eight hours, or leagues, to the 
north -eaft of Sad) ma (Tournefort, Voyage du Levant, torn, iil* 
lettre xxii* p. 365«»37o. Chandler's Travels into Aiia Minor, 
p. 167.). 

>o See Acropolita (c. 75, 76, &c.)t who lived too near the timet} 
Pachymer (1. i. c. 13 — %$•)» Giegoras (1. iii. c. 3, 4, 5.)* 

>> The pedigree of Palaeologus is explained by Ducange (FamiL 
Byzant, p. 130, &c.} : the events of his private life are related by 
Pachymer (I. i. c» 7 — 11.) and Gregoras(l. ii, 8. 1. iii. a. 4. K iv* I.) 
with vifible favour to the father of the reigning dyoafiy* 
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law of fiicccflion^ and fenfiale fucceffion, beert 
Ariclly , obferved,. the wife of Theodoxe Lafcaris 
inuft' have yielded to her elder fifter, the mother 
of Michael Palacologus, who afterwards raifed 
{lis family to the throne. In his perfon, the 
fpjjsndour of birth was dignified by the merit of 
the ibldier and (latefman : in his early youth he 
was promoted to the office o{ conjlable or com- 
inwider of the French mercenaries ; the private 
, exp<;nce of a day neyer exceeded three pieces of 
. gold ; but his ambition was rapacious and pro- 
,, fijfe ; and his* gifts were doubled by the graces 
of his converfation and manners. The love of 
thje foTdiers and people excited the jealoufy of the 
court J and Michael thrice efcaped from the 
dangers in which he was involved by his own 
imprudence or that of his friends. L Under the 
reign . of Juftice and Vataces, a difpute arofe'* 
between, two officers, one of whom accufed the 
otiier 'of maintaining the hereditary right of the 
Palasblogi- The caufe was decided,' according 
to the new jurifpruderice of the Latins, by fingle 
combat^; the defendant was overthrown ; b^^ 
he perfifted in declaring that himfelf alone was 
guilty : and that he had uttered thefe rafh 'or 
treafonable fpeeches without the approbation or 
knowledge of his patron. Yet a cloud of fuf- 
picion hung over the innocence of the con- 
. liable ; he was flill purfued by the whifpers of 
malevolence j and a fubtile courtier,' the arch- 

'» Acropolita (c. 50.) relates the circurtiftanccs of this curi- 
ous aviventuie, vrhicb ferm to have efcaped the more recent 
wiiiers. ... 

bifliop 
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bifliop of Philadelphia, urged him to accept tk^ c- h a p. 
judgment of God in the fiery proof of the or- v. 
deal **• Three days before the trial, the patient's 
arm was inclofed in a bag, and fecured by the 
royal fignet ; and it was incumbent on him to 
bear a red-hot ball of iron three times froqi the 
altar to the rails of the fanduary, without artifice 
and without injury. Palacologus eluded the dan- 
gerous experiment with fenfe and pleafantry. 
" I am a foldier,'* faid he, '' and will boldly 
*' enter the lifts with my accufers : but, a layman, 
^Vafinner like myfelf, is not endowed with the 
" gift of miracles. Tour piety, moft holy pre- 
*' late, may deferve the interpofition of heaven, 
" and from your , hands I will receive the fiery 
," globe, the pledge of my innocence.** The 
archbifliop ftarted ; the emperor fmiled ; and the 
abfolution or pardon of Michael was approved by 
i;iew rewards and new fervices. IL In the fuc- 
cecding reign, as he held the government of 
Nice, he was fecretly informed, that the mind 
of the abfent prince was poifoned with jealoufy.; 

• 

and that death, or blindnefs, would be his final 
reward. Inftead of awaiting the return and fen- 
tence of Theodore, the conftable, with fome fol- 
lowers, efcaped from the city and the empire ; 
and though he was plundered by the Turkmans 
of the defert, he found an hofpitable refuge in 

■J Pachymer (I. i. c. i«.)» ^*^o fpeaks with proper contcmj)t 
of this barbarous trial, alfirms, that he had fcen in his youth many 
f>erfons whb had fuftatned, without injury, the fiery ordeal. As a 
Greek, he is credulous ; hut tlie ii»gcnuiry of the Greeks might furnifh 
fo(]y remedies of aft or fraud agninlt their own fuperi^itior^ or that of 
their tyraut. 

the 
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^ Lxii^' *^^ ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ fultan. In the ambiguous ftate 
^ of an exile, Michael reconciled the duties of 
gratitude and loyalty : drawing his fword again!): 
the Tartars; admonifliing the garrifons of the 
Roman limit; and promoting, by his influence, 
the reftoration of peace, in which his pardon and 
recall were honourably included. TIL While he 
guarded the Weft againft the defpot of Epirus, 
Michael was again fufpeded and condemned in 
the palace; and fuch was his loyalty or weak- 
nefs, that he fubmit^ed to be led in chains above 
fix hundred miles from Durazzo to Nice, The 
civility of the meffenger alleviated his difgrace; 
the emperor's ficknefs difpelled his danger ; and 
the laft breath of Theodore, which recommended 
his infant fon, at once acknowledged the innocence 
and the power of Palaeologus, 

But his innocence had been too unworthily 
wiion treated, and his power was too ftrongly felt, to 
ibrone. ^^^^ ^^ afpiring fubjed in the fair field that was 
opened to his ambition **• In the council after 
the death of Theodore, he was the firft to pro- 
nounce, and the firft to violate, the oath of alle« 
giance to Muzalon ; an^ fo dextrous was his con- 
duQ:, that he reaped the benefit, without incur- 
ring the guilt, or at leaft the reproach, of the fub- 
fequent maflacre. In the choice of a regent, 
he balanced the interefts and pafTions of the can- 

*4 Without tovnparing Pacbymer to Thucjrdidec or Tacitas^ 

I vill praife his narrative {I. i. c« 13 — %%• 1. ii« c« 1— '9.}* which 

furfiies the accent of Palxologus with eloquence^ perfpicuity^ aod 

. tolerable freedo«i. Acmpolita is more cautious^ and Gr^orat mort 

conciie. 

didates( 
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didates j turned their envy and hatred from him- chap. 



felf againft each other, and forced every compe- 
titor to own, that after his own claims, thofe of 
Palaeologus were beft entitled to the preference. 
Under the title of great dqke, he accepted or 
aflumed, during a long minority, the aftive powers 
of government; the patriarch was a venerable 
name; and the factious nobles were feduced, or 
opprefled, by the afcendant of his genius. The 
fruits of the CEConomy of Vataces were depofited 
in a.ftrong caftle on the banks of the Hermus, in 
the cuftody of the faithful Varangians : the con- 
ftable retained his command or influence over the 
foreign troops ; he employed the guards to pof- 
fefs the treafure, and the treafure to corrupt the 
guards; and whatfoever might be the abufe of 
the public money, his chara^der was above the 
fufpicion of private avarice. By himfelf, or by 
his emiflariesf he ftrove to perfuade every rank 
of fubjefts, that their own profperity would rffe 
in juft proportion to the edablilhment of his 
authority. The weight of taxes was fufpended, 
the perpetual theme of popular complaint ; and 
he prohibited the trials by the ordeal and judicial 
combat. Thefe Barbaric inftitutions were already 
aboliihed or undermined in France'' and fing* 
land '^; and the appeal to the fword o&nded the 

fenfe 

<f The judicial combat was aholifhed by St. Louis in his own ter- 
ritories ; and his example and authority were at length prevalent in 
'France (Efprit des Loix, 1. xxviii. c. 19* )• 

>^ In civil cafes Henry II. gave aa option to the defendants 
Olanville prefers the proof by evidence, and that by judicial 
combat is reprobated in the Fleta. Yet the trial by battle hat 

wver 
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CHAP, fenfe of a civilized '% and the temper of an an* 
, warlike, people. For the future maintenaftce 6£ 
their wives and children, the veterans were grate- 
ful : the pried and the philofopher applauded his 
ardent zeal for the advancement of religion and 
learning j and his vague promife of rewarding 
merit was applied by every candidate to his own 
^ hopes. Confcious of the influence of the clergy, 
Michael fuccefsfully laboured to fecure the fuffrage 
. of that powerful order. Their expenfive journey 
from Nice to Magnefia, afforded a decent and 
ample pretence : the leading prelates were tempted 
by the liberality of his nodurnal vifits; and the 
incorruptible patriarch was flattered by the ho- 
mage of his new colleague, who led his mule by 
the bridle into the town, and removed to a re- 
fpedlful diftance the importunity of the crowd. 
Without renouncing his title by royal defcent, 
Palaeologus encouraged a free difcuffion into the 
advantages of eledlive monarchy ; and his adhe- 
rents afked, with the infolence of triumph, what 

never been abrogated in the Englifli law, and it was ordered by the 
|udges as late as the begioDing of the Uft century. 

«7 Vet an ingenious friend ha$ urged to me in mitigation of this 
. praflice, i. That in nations emerging from barbarifm^ it mode- 
rates the licence of private war and arbitrary revenge, ». That it 
is lefs abfurd than the trials by the ordeal^-oc boiling water,. or 
thQ crofsi which it has contributed to abolilh. 3. That it ferfed 
at leaft as .a ted of perfonal courage; a quality To feldom united 
with' a bafe difpofition, that the danger of the trial might be 
fome check to a malicious profecutor, and an ufeful barrier againft 
injuflice fupportcd by power. The gallant and unfortunate carl 
ot Surrey might probably have efcaped his unmerited fate, bad 
not his demand of the combat againil his accufer been lover* 
ruled. 

5 patient 
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patient would truft his health, of What tnerchant cw * p- 
Would abandon his veffel, to the hereditary fkill' 
of a phyfician or a pilot ? The youth df the em- 
peror, and the impending dangers of a minority; 
required the fupport of a mature and experienced 
guardian ; of an aflbciate, raifed- above the' envy* 
of his equals, and invefted with the name &nd' 
prerogatives of royalty. For the intereft of the- 
prince and people, without any felfiih views for 
himfelf or his family, the great duke confented 
to guard and inftrufi: the fon of Theodore ; but 
he fighed for the happy moment when he might 
reftore to his firmer hands the admlniftration of 
his patrimony, and enjoy the bleflings of a pri- 
vate ftation. He was firft invefted with the title 
and' prerogatives of defpotj^ whi<!:h \beftowed the 
purple ornaments, and the fecond place in the 
Roman monarchy* It was afterwards agreed 
that John and Michael fllould be proclaimed as 
joint-emperors, and ' raifed on. the buckler, but 
that the pre-eminence fliould be referved for the 
birth-right of the former. A mutual league of 
amity was pledged between the royal partners; 
and in cafe of a rupture, the fubje&s were bound, 
by their oath of allegiance, to declare themfelves 
againft the aggreflbr \ an ambiguous name, the feed 
of difcord and civil war. Palaeologus was content ; 
but on the day of the coronation, and in the ca- 
thedral of Nice, his zealous iadherents moft ve- 
hemently urged the juft priority of his age and 
merit. The unfeafonable difpute was^ eluded by 
poftponing to a more convenient opportunity the 
coronation of John Lafcaris j and he walked 
Vol. XL Y with 
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CHAP, ^th a flight diadem in the train of his guardian, 

V .^^^w vho alone received the Imperial crown from the 

^j^'^Y' hands of the patriarch. It was not without ez« 

fuirm. treme reludance that Arfenius abandoned the 

^ A?o. ^^'^ ^ ^^^ P^P^ i ^^ ^^^ Varangians brandiflied 
'«6o, their battle-axes; a fign ofaflent was extorted 

*''* '* from the trembling youth ; and fome voices were 
beard, that the life of a child fliould no longer 
impede the fettlement of the nation* A full 
harveft of honours and employments was di(lri« 
buted among his friends by the grateful Palseo- 
logus. In his own family he created a defpot 
and two febaftocrators ; Alexius Strategopulus 
was decorated with the title of Casfar ; and that 
veteran commander foon repaid the obligation, 
by reftoring Conftantinople teethe Greek em* 
peror. 

Rf co^ery It was in the fecond year of his reign, while be 

ofConftin- rcfided in the palace and gardens of Nymphas- 
A.D. urn", near Smyrna, that the firft mefienger ar- 

ju[y I5. ''*vcd at the dead of night ; and the .ftupendous 
intelligence was imparted to Michael, after he had 
been gently waked by the tender precaution of 
his fifter Eulogia. The man was unknown or ob- 
fcure ; he produced no letters from the vidrorious 
Casfar ; nor could it eafily be aedited, after the 
defeat of Vataces and the recent failure of Palaeo- 
logus himfelf, that the capital had been furprifed 

*^ The fitc of Nymphsum is not clearly defined in ancient or mo* 
dern geography. Kut from the lali hours of Vatacet (Aero* 
politai c« 52.), it is evident the palace and gardens of his faroorttt 
refidence were in the neighbourhood of Smyrha. NymphaBum night 
be loofely placed in Lydia (Gregoias^l* vi. 6.}* 

by 
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by at detachment of dght hundred foldiers. As .^n c h a p. 
hoftage, the doubtful author was confined, with 
the aflutance of death or an ample recompence ; 
and the court was . left fome hours in the anxiety 
of hope and fear, till the meflengers of Alexius 
arrived Vith the authentic intelligence, and dif- 
played the trophies of the conquefl:, the fword 
and fceptre '% the bufkins and bonnet ^% of the 
ufurper Baldwm, which he had dropt in his pre- 
cipitate flight. A general aflembly of the bifliops^ 
ienators, and nobles, was immediately convened, 
and never perhaps was an event received with 
more heartfelt and univerlal joy. In a ftudied 
oration, the new fovereign of Conftantinople 
congratulated his own and the public fortune. 
* There was a time," faid he, " a for diftant time^ 
^ when the Romap empire extended to the 
^ Adriatic, the Tigris, and the confines of Ethi- 
opia* After the lofs of the provinces, our ca- 
pital itfelf, in thefe lad and calamitous days, 
has been wrefted from our hands by the Bar- 
barians of the Weft. From the loweft ebb, the 
tide of profperity has again returned in our 
favour ; buf our profperity was that of fugi- 
tives and exiles; and when we were a(ked, 
which was the country of the Romans, we 

*9 Ttitt fceptre, the emblem of jttftice and power, wa» t lon^; (lafF, 
fuch at was ufed by the heroea in- Homer* By the latter Greeks it 
was named Dicanictp and the Imperial fceptre was diftinguilhed as ufual . 
by the red or purple colour* 

ao Acropoltct affirms (c* Sy.) that this bonnet was after tbb 
French falbioa ^ but from the roby at the point or fummit, Ducaug^ 
(Hift. deC. P. 1< ▼. c. a8, 19.) believes that it was the high-crowned 
h^t of the Greeks. Coold Acropolita miftake the drefs of his own 
CMirt? 

y a ' ** indi- 
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c « A P. €€ indicated with a blufli the climate of the gldbc 
a*^w-*^' ^* and the quarter of the heavens. The divine 
** Providence has now reftored to our arms the 
" city of Conftantine, the facred feat of religion 
^* and empire ; and it will depend on our valour 
^^ and condud to render this important acquifi* 
*• tion the pledge and omen of future viftories." 
Keturn of So eager was the impatience of the prince and 
emperor* • pcople, that Michacl made his triumphal entry 
A.D. into Conftantinople dnly twenty days after the 
Aug. 14. expulHon of the Latins. The golden gate was 
thrown open at his approach ; the devout con* 
queror difmounted from his horfe; and a mira- 
culous image of Mary the Conduflirefs was borne 
before him, that the divine Virgin in perfon might 
appear to conduft him to the temple of her Son, 
the cathedral of St. Sophia. But after the firft 
tranfport of devotion and pride, he fighed at the 
dreary profpeft of foHtude and ruin. The* palace 
was defied with fmoke and dirt, and the grofs 
intemperance of the Franks ; whgile ftreets had 
been' confumed by fire, or were decayed by the 
injuries of time ; the facred and prophane edifices 
were ftripped of their ornaments ; and, as if 
they were confcious of their approaching exile, 
the induftry of the Latins had been confined to 
the work . of pillage and deftrudion. Trade had 
expired under the preffure of anarchy and diilrefs j 
and the numbers of inhabitants had decreafed 
with the opulence of the. city* It was the firft 
•care of the Greek monarch to reinflafe the nobles 
in the palaces of their fathers ; and the houfes or 
the jground which they occupied were reftored daa 

i^ * the 
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the families that could exhibit a legal right of ^ "xik^* 
inheritance. But the far greater part was extin£t ^— -s^^^-r 
or loft ; the vacant property had devolved to the 
lord ; he repeopled Conftantinople by a liberal ^ 

invitation to the provinces ; and the brave volun* 
teen were feated in the capital which had been 
recovered by their arms. The French barons 
and the principal families had retired wich their 
emperor ; but the patient and humble crowd of 
Latins was attached to the country, and indif* 
ferent to the change of matters. Inftead of ba^ 
nifliing the faftories of the Pifans, Venetians^ 
and Genoefe, the prudent conqueror accepted 
their oaths of allegiance, encouraged their in* 
duftry, confirmed their privileges, and allowed 
them to live under the jurifdi£tion of their proper 
Hiagiftrates. Of thefc nations, the Pifans and 
Venetians preferved their refpeftive quarters id 
the city ; but the fervices and power of the Ge- 
noefe deferved at the fame time the gratitude and 
the jealoufy of the Greeks. Their independent 
colony was firft planted at the fea-port town of 
Heraclea in Thrace. They were fpeedily re* 
called, and fettled in the exclufive pofleflion of the 
fuburb of Galata, an advantageous poft, in which 
they revived the commerce, and infulted the ma^ 
jefty, of the Byzantine empire *'. 

The recovery of Conftantinople was celebrated. Pai«oio. 
as the ara of a new empire : the conqueror, ♦ S"* ^»*'« 

m 

*■ See Pachymer (I. «, c. 18— 33.)» Acropolita (c. 88), Nice- 
phorai Gregoras (1. iv. y.), and for the treatment of the fubjeft JLa- 
tinSy Ducaoge (U ▼• c. %0p 3s.)* 

. .. Y3 alone. 
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^ Lxii ^' ^^^^9 *^^ '^y ^^^ ''*8^^ ^f *^ fword, renewed 
^^^^^'^ his cctfonation in the church of St. Sophia ; 
nifliestbe j^j^^j ^jjg name and honours of John Lafcaris, 

emperor^ his pupil and lawful foveteign, were infen&bly 
is*6i/ aboliibed. But his claims ftill lived in the 

Dec. »5, minds of the people ; and the royal youth muft 
fpeedily attain the years of manhood and ambi* 
don. By fear or confcience, Palaeologus was re- 
ftrained from dipping his hands in innocent and 
royal blood ; but the anxiety of an ufurper and 
a parent urged him to fecure his throne^ by one 
of thofe imperfeft crimes fo familiar to the mo« 
dem Greeks. The lofs of fight incapacitated 
the young prince for the a&ive bufmefs of the 
world : inftead of the brutal violence of tearing 
out his eyes, the vifual nerve was deftroyed by 
the intenfe glare of a red-hot bafon**, and John 
Lafcaris was removed to a diftant caftle, where 
he fpent many years in privacy and oblivion* 
Such cool and deliberate guilt may feem incom* 
patible with remorfe ; but if Michael could truft 
the mercy of heaven, he was not inaccellible to 
the reproaches and vengeance of mankind, which 
he bad provoked by cruelty and treafon. His 
cruelty impofed on a fervile court thie duties of 
applaufe or iilence } but the clergy had a right to 

*» This milder invention for extinguiAiing the fight, w»» tried by 
the pbilofopher Democritus on himfelf, when he fought to withdraw 
his mind from the vifibie world : a foiitifh ftory ! The word miadnar^ 
in Lfttin and Italian, hns fumiftied Ducange (Glofl*. Latin.) with 
fn O|>portunity to review the van'ous modes of blinding: the more 
violent were rcoo|MPg, burning with an iron or hot vinegar, and 
binding the head with a ftrong coid till the eyes burft fioin their foe* 
kcts. Ingenious tyrants 1 

fpeak 
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fpeak in the name of their invifible mafter ; and ^ «^j^ ^* 
thdr holy legions were led by a prelate, whofe ^-^vw 
Ghara£ler was above the temptations of hope or 
fear. After a (hort abdication of his dignity^ 
Arfenius ^ had confented to afcend the ecclefiaf- 
tical throne of Conftantinople, and to prefide in 
the reftoration of the church. His pious fim* 
plicity was iong deceived by the arts of Palaeo- 
logus y and his patience and fubmiflion might 
footh the ufurper, and proted the fafety of the 
young prince. On the news of his inhuman 
treatment, the patriarch unfbeathed the fpiritual 
fword ; and fuperftition, on this occafion, was 
enlifted in the caufe of humanity and juftice. In it excom. 
a fynod of bifliops, who were ftimulated by the ^yZ^'^^^ 
example of his zeal, the patriarch pronounced a triarch 
fentence of excommunication; though bis pru- ^ D. 
dence ftill repeated the name of Michael in the "^l"* 
public prayers. The eaftern prelates had not 
adopted the dangerous maxims of ancient Rome ; 
nor did they prefume to enforce their cen- 
fures^ by depoiing princes, or abfolving nations 
from their oaths of allegiance. But the Chriftian, 
who had been feparated from God and the 
church, became an objed of horror ; and, in a 
turbulent and fanatic capital, that horror might 
arm the hand of an aflailin, or inflame a fedi* 
tion of the people. Palaeologus felt his danger, 
confeHTed his guilt, and deprecated his judge: 

^> See the firft retreat and reftoration of Arfenius, in Pachymer 
(U ii* c. 15, i. iii. c« i« ».)» ^"^ Nicephorus Greguras (I. iii. c. i* 
1. iv. e. I.). Pofterity ju(tly accufed the a^tXtix ami l^^vfjua of 
Arfenius, the virtues of an herinit> the vices of a tniniiUi (1. xii. 
c. a.}. 

7 4 the 
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^ Lxn ^' ^^^ ^^ ^^ irretrievabk ; the prize was obtained $ : 
v.-*^,.^^^> and the moft rigorous penance^' which he foUcited, 
would have raifed the finntr to the reputation o£ 
a faint. The unrelenting patriarch refiifed to an- 
nounce any means of atonement or any hopes of 
mercy ; and condefcended only to pronounce, 
that, for fo great a crime, great indeed muft be 
the fatisfaftion. *^ Do you require/' laid Mi* 
chael, << that I fliould abdicate the empire?'' 
And at thefe words, he offered, or feemed to. 
offer, the fword of ftate. Arfentus eagerly grafped 
this pledge of fovereignty; but wheA he per^ 
ceived that the emperor was unwilling to purchafe 
abfolution at fo dear a rate, he indignantly efcaped 
to his cell, and left the royal finner, kneeling an4 
weeping before the door **. 
Schifm of The danger and fcandal of this excommunica- 
nitc^*^* tion fubfifted above three years, till the popular 
A.D. clamour was afluaged by time and repentance; 
1312^ ^^li ^^^ brethren of Arfenius condemned his in- 
flexible fpirit, fo repugnant to the unbounded 
forgivenefs of the gofpel. The emperor had art- 
fully infinuated, that, if he were (till rejected at 
home, he might feek, in the Roman pontiff, a 
more indulgent judge ; but it was far more eafy 
and effedual to find or to place that judge at the 
head of the Byzantine church. Arfenius was 
involved in a vague rumour of confpiracy and 
difaffeftion; fome irregular fteps in his ordina- 
tion and government were liable to cenfure; a 

»♦ Tlic cnmc and excommunication of Michael are fairly told by 
Pacbymcr (I, iii. c. lo. 14. 19, &c.) and Gregoras (i. iv. €• 4.)« 
His confeflion and penance relturcd their freedom* 

fynod 
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fyaod depofed him from the epifcopal ofEce; and chap. 
be was tranfported under a guard of foIdier« to a 
fmall ifland of the Propontis. Before his exile, he 
ftUlenly requefted that a ftrid account might be 
taken of the treafures of the church; boafted, 
that his fole riches, three pieces of gold, had beea 
earned by tranfcribing the pfalms ; continued to 
aflert the freiedom of bis mind ; and denied, with 
bis lad breath, the pardon which was implored by 
the royal finner *'. After fome delay, Gregory, 
bilhop of Adrianople, was tranflated to the By- 
zantine throne; but his authority was found 
mfufficient to fupport the abfolution of the em^ 
peror ; and Jofeph, a reverend monk, was fub« 
{litu.t/sd to that important function. This edifying 
fcen^ was reprefented in the prefence of the fenate 
and people ; at the end of fix years, the humble 
penitent was r<sftored to the communion of the 
faithful ; and humanity will rejoice, that a milder 
treatment of the captive Lafcaris was ftipulated 
as a proof of bis remorfe. But the fpirit of Ar- 
fenius (till furvived in a powerful fadion of the 
nionks and clergy, who perfevered above forty- 
eight years in an obftinate fqhifm. L heir fcruples 
were treated with tendernefs and refpedt by Mi- 
chael and his fon ; . and the reconciliation of the 
Arfenites was the ferious labour of the church 
and ftate. In the confidence of fanaticifm, they 
had propofed to try their caufe by a miracle ; and 

*J Pacbyiner relates the exile of Arfenius (1. iv. c. x— .16.) : h» 
was one of the commilTaries who vifited him in the dcfert iflanc^ 
The ia(t teftament of the unforgiving, patriarch it ftill extant (Dupin^ 
Jiibliotheque ficclefiaftique, torn. x. p. 950* 

when 
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vhen the two papers, that contained their 6wii 
and the advetfe caufe, were cad into a fiery bra* 
fier, they expected that the catholic verity wouM 
be refpeAed by the flames. Alas ! the two papers 
were indifcriminately confumed, and this unfore-* 
feen accident produced the union of a day, and 
renewed the quarrel of an age'^ The final 
treaty difpiayed the viftory of the Arfenites : th6 
clergy abftained during forty days from all eccle^ 
fiaftical functions ; a flight penance was impofed 
on the laity ; the body of Arfenius was depofited 
in the fanfluary ; and in the name of the departed 
faint, the prince and people were rcleafed from the 
fins of their fathers *''. 

The eflablifliment of his family was the motive, 
or at leafl: the pretence, of the crime of Palacolo- 
gus ; and he was impatient to confirm the fuccef- 
fion« by fharing with his elded fon *the honours 
of the purple. Andronicus, afterwards furnamed 
the Elder, was proclaimed and crowned emperor 
of the Romans, in the fifteenth year of his age ; 
and, from the firfl asra of a prolix and inglorious 
reign, he held that augufl title nine years as the 
colleague, and fifty as the fucceflbr, of his ^father. 

s^ Ptchymer (]. vii. c. is.) relates th-t miraculous trial like a phi- 
lofopher, aud treats with fimilar contempt a plot of the ArfcnitcSt to 
bide a revelahon in the ccfHn of fome old faint (I. vii. c. 13.)* ^® 
compeafates this incredulity by an image that weeps, another that 
bUeds (I. vii. c. So.), and the miraculous cu?es of a dtaf and a route 
patient (1. xi- c* 3a.). 

*7 The ftory of the Arfenites is fpread through the thirteen iMwks 
of Pachymer. Their union and triumph are releived for Nice* 
phorus Gregpras (i. vii* c. 9.)i who ncuber loves nor efteemi tbefe 
ftAaries. 

. Michael 
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Afichael bimfelf, had he died in a privsKe ftafiofi, c ^ a p. 
^BKFould iave been thought more worthy of the 



empire: and the afl^Its of his temporal and ^^I'^ 
4>iritcial e&emies^ left hiili femr moments to la* ^^i%* 
bour for bis own fame or the hikp{Hnefs of his ^•*** '^ 
jubjeAs. He wrefted froih the Franks feveral of 
ibe nobleft iilands of the Archipelago, LefiMS^ 
Chios, and Rhodes: his brother Conftantine 
was fent to command in MaiVafia and Sparta ; 
tod the eaftern fide of the- Morea, from Argos 
and Napdi to Cape Tscnarus^ was rqioflefled by 
die Greeks. This effufion of Chriftian blood Was 
loudly condenmed by the patriarch ; and the info* 
lent . prieft prefumed to interpofe his fears and 
fcruples between the arms of princes. But in th« 
profeedtion of thefe weftem conquefts, the coun« 
tries beyond the Hellefpont Were left naked to the 
Turks ; and their depredations verified the pro* 
phefy of a dying fenator, that the recovery of Con- 
(lanpnople would be the ruin of Alia. The vido* 
ries of Michael were atchieved by* his lieutenants ; 
his fword rufted in the palace ; and in the tranfac* 
tions of the emperor with the popes and the king 
of Naples^ bis political arts were fiained with 
cruelty and fraud ^'. 

L The Vatican was the moft natural refuge of hu union 
a Latin emperor, who had been driven from bis ^^^^^^ 

»' Of the xiii books of Pachymery the firft Cix (ai the iv*^ aad 
¥*** of Nicephorus Gregoras) contain the reign of Michael, at the 
time of whofe death lie was forty years of age. Inftead of break* 
ingy like bis editor the Fere Pouflin, his hif^ory into two parts, 
I loilow Aucange and Couiin^ who numbei the xiii books in one 
IcricB* 

throne ; 
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throne ; and pq>e Urban the fourth appeared ta^ 
pity the miafortuoes^ and vindicate the cauie, tA 
the fugitive Baldwin. A crufade, with plenarf^ 
indulgence, was preached by his command againft- 
the fchi&natic Greeks ;. he exconimuaicated dieir 
alUes and adherents ;' fc^cited Louis the mnth ia 
£ivattr of his kinfmah ; and demanded a tenth of 
the ecdefiaftic revenues, of : France and England 
for the fervice of the holy war*^. The fubtile 
Greek, who watched the rifing temped of the 
Weft, atteinpted to fudpesd or footh the hoftifity 
of th^ pope, by fuppliant embaffies and refpe&ful^ 
letters ; but he infinuated that the eftablifliment 
<if peace muft prepare the reconciliation and obe» 
dience of the Eaftern church. The R(Hnan court 
could not be deceived by fo grofs an artifice; 
and Michael was admoniflied, that the repentance 
of the fon fhpuld pf-ecede the forgiv^nefs of the 
&ther ; and that faith (an ambiguous word) was 
, the only bafis of friendfliip and alliance. After a' 
long and affe&ea delay, the approach of danger,' 
and the* importunity of Gregory thetenth, com- 
pelled, him to enter pn a more /erious negociation : 
he sieged the example of the gr^at Vataces ; and 
the Greek clergy, who underftood the intentions 
of their prince, were not alarmed by the firft fteps 
of reconciliation and refpedL But when he prefled 
the conclufion of the treaty, they ftrenuoufly de- 
clared, that the Latins, though not in name, 
were heretics in faft, and that they defpifed thofe 

* 

»9<PtteaDge, HiA. dc C. P. 1* v. c. 33, &e. from the Epiftles of 
Urban IV. 

ftrangers 
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ftratigirs as the vileft and moft defpicable portion ^ ^ a p.* 
of the human race ^\ It wa$ the taik of the em- 
ftxoT to perfuade, to cort'upt, to intimidate, tlie 
inoft popular ecclefiaftics, to- gain the vote of each 
kidivicluai, and alternately to urge the arguments 
of Chriftian chiarity and the pubKc welfare. The 
text3 of the fathers and the ^arms of the F^ranka 
Were balanced :in the theological and political 
fcale; and without approving the addition . to the 
Nicene creed, the moft moderate were taught to 
Confefs, that the two hoftile proportions of pro- 
ceeding from the father by the Son,- and oi pro- 
ceeding from the faither and the Son, might be 
reduced to a fafe and Catholic fenfe ''• The fu* 
premacy of the pope was a do&rine more eafy to 
conceive, but more painful to acknowledge ; yet 
Michael reprefented to his monks and prelates^ 
that they might fubmit to name the Roman bifliop 
as the firft of the patriarchs ; and that their difr 
tance and difcretion would guard the liberties.of 
the Eaftern church from the mifchievous confe** 
quences of the right of appeal. He protefted that 
be would facrifice his life and empire, rather than 
yield the fmalleft point of orthodox faith or na- 

SA From their mercantile intercourfe ^h the Veoetians and 
Genoefe, they branded the Latins as xamiXoi and fionctwm (Pa- 
fliiymer (1. v« €• lo.)* ** Some are heretics in names "Others, 
M like the Latins, in faA/* faid the learned Veccus (1. v. c. ift.}» 
who foon afterwards became a convert (c. 15, |6.) and a patriarch 

(c. 14.). 

" 11 In this clafit we may place Pachymer himielf^ y^^^ ^P* 
pious and candid narrative occupies the v<>* and vi^*' books of 
ju% hiftory. Vet the Greek is filent on the council of Lyoi)s^ snd 
leems to believe that the popes always refided in Rome and Iial/ 
(1. ?• c. 17. at.)* 

1^ ( ^. tional 
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^ vKii ^* ^^^^ jmdcpeadeacA ; and this decbnttion «at 
fisaled and ratified by a golden bull. The patri« 
arch Jofeph withdrew to a moaaftery, to religa 
or refume his throne, according to the erent of 
die treaty: (he letters of union and obedience 
w«re fubfcribed by the emperor, his fon Andro- 
nicus, and thirty-five archbiihops and metTopoli« 
tans, with their refpedive fynods; ;and the e]N£r 
copal lift was muhiplied by many diocefes which 
were annihilated under the yoke of the infidels. 
An embafly was compofed of fome.trufty miniftm 
and prelates ; they embarked for Italy, with rici> 
ornaments and rare perfumes, Ibr the altar of Su 
Peter ; and their fecret orders authorifed and s&r 
commended a boundlefs compliance. They were 
received .in the general council of Lyons, by pope 
Gregory the tenth, at the head of five hundred 
bifliops *\ He embraced with tears his long-loft 
and repentant children ; accepted the oath of the 
ambaflfadors, who abjured the fchifm in the name 
of the two emperors ; adorned the prelates with 
the ring and mitre ; chaunted in Greek and La« 
tin the Nicene creed with the addition oifilioque ; 
and rejoiced in the union of the Eaft and Weft» 
which had been refer ved for his reign. To con* 
fummate this pious work, the Byzantine deputies 
were fpeedily followed by the pope's nuncios;, 
and their inftru£tion difclofes the policy of the 
Vatican, which could not be fatisfied with the 
vain title of fupremacy. After viewing the tem* 

tt See the »6lt of the council of Lyons in the year iz74. Fleuiy^ 
Hid. Ecclefiaftique^ toiu. xviii, p. i8i— 199. Dupin« Bibliot; £#• 
dtf. ton. s. p, 235. 

9 p« 
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per of the prince and people, they were enjoined c h a f. 
to abfolve the fchifmatic clergy, who ihould fub* w--v*-' 
fcribe and fwear their abjuration and obedience ; 
toeftablilh in all the churches the ufe of the per- 
fed creed ; to prepare the entrance of a cardinal 
legate, with the full powers and dignity of his office; 
and to inftru£k the emperor in the advantages 
which he might derive from the temporal protec- 
tion of the Roman pontifif". 

But they found a country without a friend, a hu pcrfe- 
nation in which the names of Rome and Union ^^*'^" 
were pronounced with abhorrence. The patriarch Greekt, 
Jofeph was indeed removed ; his place was filled tx-n^ 
by Veccus, an ecclefiaftic of learning and mode- >»>»« 
ration; and the emperor was flill urged by the 
fame motives, to perfevere in the fame profeflions. 
But in his private language, Palaeologus affefted 
to deplore the pride, and to blame the innovation$,k 
of the Latins ; and while he debafed his charao* 
ter by this double hypocrify, he juftified and puw 
niihed the oppofition of his fubjeds. By the 
joint fuffrage of the new and the ancient Rome, 
a fentence of excommunication was pronounced 
againft the obftinate fchifmatics : the cenfures of 
the church were executed by the fword of Mi« 
chael ; on the failure of perfuafion, he tried the 
arguments of prifon and exile, of whipping and 
mutilation ; thofe touch-ftones, fays an hidorian, 
of cowards and the brave. Two Greeks ftill 

SI This curious inftruAion, which has been drawn with more or 
lefs honcfty by W^adiug and Leo Allatius from the archives of the 
Vatican, is given in an abllradl or Yerfion by Fieury (torn, xviii. 

reigned 



33^ THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, feigned in ^tolia, Epirus, and Theffaly, with 
the appellation of defpots : they had yielded to 
the fovereign of Conftantinople, but they re- 
jeAed the chains of the Roman pontiff, and fup- 
ported their refufal by . fuccefsful arms. Under 
their protedion, the fugitive monks and bifiiops 
aflembled in hoftile fynods; and retorted the 
name of heretic with the galling addition of apof- 
tate: the prince of Trebizon was tempted to 
affume the forfeit title of emperor ; and even the 
Latins of Negropont, Thebes, Athens, and the 
Morea, forgot the merits of the convert, to join 
with open or clandeftine aid, the enemies of Pa- 
laeologus. His favourite generals, of his own 
blood and family, fucceilively deferted, or be- 
trayed, the facrilegious truft. His fifter Eulogia, 
a niece, and two female coufins, confpired againft 
him ; another niece, Mary queen of Bulgaria, 
negotiated his ruin with the fultan of Egypt; 
and in the public eye, their treafon was confe- 
crated as the mod fublime virtue ^\ To the pope's 
nuncios^ who urged the confummation of the 
work, Palaeologus expofed a naked recital of all 
that he had done and fuffered for their fake. They 
were aflured that the guilty fedaries, of both 
fexes and every rank, had been deprived of their 
honours, their fortunes, and their liberty; a 

S4 This frank and authentic confefllon of Michael** difkttb, is 
exhibited in barbarous Latin by Ogeiius, who figns himfelf Pro- 
tonotarius Interpretunii and tranfcribed by Wading from the MSS. 
of the Vatican (A. D. 1278, N** 3.). His Annals of the Francifcan 
order, the Fratres Minores, in xvii volumes in folio (Rome, 1741)1 
I have now accidentally fecn among the wafte paper of a book- 
ftller. 

■ fpreading 
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ipreadkig lift of confifcation and punifliment, ^ ^^^ **• 
^hich involved many perfons, the deareft to the ^^^^^- v ^ 
emperor, or the beft deferving of his favour* 
They were condufled to the prifon to behold 
four princes of the royal blood chained in the 
four corners, and (haking their fetters in an 
agony 6f grief and rage. . Two of thefe captives 
^ere afterwards releafed ; the one by fubmiffion^ 
the other by death: but the obftinacy of their 
two companions was chaftifed by the lofs of their 
eyes ; and the Greeks, the leaft adverfe to the 
union, deplore that cruel and inaufpicious tra- 
gedy'*. Perfecutors muft expeft the hatred of 
tbofe whom they opprefs ; but they commonly 
find Ibme confolation in the teftimony of their 
confcience, the applaufe of their party, and, per- 
haps, the fuccefs of their undertaking. But the 
hypocrify of Michael, which was prompted only 
by political motives, muft have forced him to 
bate himfelf, to defpife his followers, and to 
efteem and envy the rebel champions by whom he 
was detefted and defpifed. While his violence 
was abhorred at Conftantinople, at Rome his flow- 
nefs was arraigned, and his fincerity fufpeded; 
till at length pope Martin the fourth excluded 
the Greek emperor from the pale of a church, 
into which he was ftriving to reduce a fchifmatic. 
people. No fooner had the tyrant expired, than The union 
the union was diflblved, and abjured by unani- *X^D* 
xnous confent} the churches were purified; the <*^3« 

is See the vi^" book of Pachymer, particulirly the chspterf, t. 
II. 16. iS. 24— »7. He is the more credible^ aa be fpeakt of this 
peifeciition with Ufs angsr thao forrow* 

Vol. XI. Z penitents 
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CHAP, penitents were reconciled i and his fon AndtonictiSy 
i,^-.,,il^ after weeping the fins and errors of his youths moft 

pioufly denied his father the burial of a prince and 

a Chriftian '\ 

» 

Cbtrietof II. In the diflrefs of the Latins, the walls and 
fuhduti towers of Conftantinople had fallen to decay : 
Naples and they wcrc reflored and fortified by the policy of 
* A^D. Michael, who depofited a plenteous ftore of corn 
F h*^t* ^^^ ^^^ provifions, to fuftain the fiege which he 
might hourly expeft from the refentment of the 
Weftern powers. Of thefe, the fovereign of the 
two Sicilies was the moft formidable neighbour ; 
but as long as they were poflefled by Mainfroy, 
the baftard of Frederic the fecond, his monarchy 
was the bulwark rather than the annoyance of 
the Eaftern empire. The ufurper, though a brave 
and active prince, was fufEciently employed in 
the defence of his throne: his profcription by 
fucceffive popes had feparated Mainfroy from the 
common caufe of the Latins } and the forces that 
might have befieged Conftantinople, were de- 
tained in a crufade againft the domeftic enemy of 
Rome. The prize of her avenger, the crown of 
the two Sicilies, was won and worn by the bro« 
ther of St. Louis, by Charles count of Anjou and 
Provence, who led the chivalry of France on this 
holy expedition '^ The difafie£tion of his Chrif- 
tian 

5* Pachymer, 1. vii. c. i— tf . 17. The fpeech of Androniciis the 
elder (lib. xii. c. s.) is a curious record^ which proves, that if the 
Greeks were the daves of the cinpcror, the emperor was not left the 
flave of fuperftition aod the clergy. 

>7 The beft accounts, the neareft the time, the moft full and 
cutei taioing, of the conqueft of Naples by Charles of Anjou, may 
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tian fubjefts compelled Mainfroy to enlift a co- ^^^^ **• 

lony of Saracens whom bis father bad planted ia 

Apulia: and this odious fuccour will explain the 

defiance of the Catholic hero, who rejedled all 

terms of accommodation. " Bear this meffage," 

faid Charles, " to the fultan of Nocera, that God 

*^^ and the fword are umpire between us ; and that 

** be fhall either fend me to paradife, or I will 

** fend him to the pit of hell." The armies met, 

and though I am ignorant of Mainfroy 's doom ia 

the other world, in this he loft bis friends, bis 

kingdom, and bis life, in the bloody battle of 

Benevento. Naples and Sicily were immediately 

peopled with a warlike race of French nobles ; 

and their afpiring leader embraced the future 

conqueft of Africa, Greece, and Paleftine. ^ The 

moil fpecious reafons might point his firfl: arms 

againft the Byzantiife empire ; and Palaeologus, 

diiEdent of bis own flrengtb, repeatedly appealed 

from the ambition of Charles to the humanity of 

St. Louis, who ftill preferved a juft afcendant 

over the mind of his ferocious brother. For a 

ixrhile the attention of that brother was confined 

at home by the invafion of Conradin, the lafl: 

heir of the Imperial houfe of Swabia : but the 

haplefs boy funk in the unequal confiid;. and 

his execution on a public fcaffbld taught the 

be found in the Florentine Chronicles of Ricordano Malefpina 
(c. 175—193.) and Giovanni Villani (I. vii. c. i— lo. *S— 30.), 
wtiicn are publiflied by Muratori in the viii^i^ and xiii^^ volumes of 
the hiftorians of Italy. In bis Annals (torn. xi. p. 56 — 7a.)' ^® 
hfts abridged thefe great events, which are likewife delcribed in the 
Iftoria Civile of Giannone, torn. ii. 1. xix. torn. iii. 1« xx. 

Z 2 rivals 
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CHAP, rivals of Charles to tremble for thdr heads as 

* 

well a&. their dominions. A fecond refpite urad 
obtained by the iaft crufade of St. Louis to the 
African coaft ; and the double motire of intcrcft 
and duty urged the king of Naples to afGft, with 
his powers and his prefence, the holy enterprife« 
The death of St. Louis releafed him from the 
importunity of a virtuous cenfor ; the king of 
Tunis confefled himfelf the tributary and Taflal 
of the crown of Sicily ; and the boldeft of the 
French knights were free to enlift under his ban- 
ner againfi the Greek empire. A treaty and a 
marriage united his intereft with the houfe of 
Courtenay ; his daughter Beatrice was promiied 
to Philip, fon and heir of the empctor Baldwin ; 
a penfion of fix hundred ounces of gold was 
allowed for his maintenance; and his generous 
father didributed among his* allies the kingdoms 
and provinces of the Eaft, referving only C6n« 
ftantinople, and one day's journey round the city^ 
for the Imperial domain '". In this perilous mo*" 
menty Palseologus was the mod eager to fubfcribd 
the creed and implore the protection of the Ro« 
man pontiff, who affumed, with propriety and 
weight, the character of an anget of peace, the 
common father of the Cbriftians. By his voice^ 
th« fword of Charles was chained in the fcabbard } 
and the Greek ambaffadors beheld him, in the 
pope's antichamber, biting his irory fceptre in 1 
tranfport of fury, and deeply refenting the refufai 

|S Ducange, Hift. de C. P. L v. c. 49—56. K vi* c. ff'-*iS* 
See Pachyincr^ 1. iv. c. %g, !• v. c, 7<— 10. 15. 1. vi. c« |a. ^t^ 33* 

and Nicephoius Gregoras, 1. i v. 5. 1. v. i. 6. 

M 
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to crifranchife ted confefcrate his arms. Ife ap- ^ " ^ ^^^ 
pears to have refpefted the difinterefted mediation 
of Gregory the tenth ; but Charles was infenfibly 
difgufted by the pride and partia:Hty of Nicholas 
the third ; and his attachment to his kindred, the 
Urfini family, alienated the mod ftrenuous cham- 
pion from the fervice of the church. The hoftile 
league againfl the Greeks, of Philip the Latin 
emperor, the king of the two Sicilies, and the re- 
public of Venice, was ripened into eKecution 5 and 
the cleftion of Martin the fourth, a French pope, 
gave a fandion to the caufe. Of the allies, Philip 
fupplied his name, Martin, a bull of excommu- 
nication, the Venetians, a fquadron of forty 
gallies ; arid the formidable powers of Charles 
conHIled of forty counts, ten thoufand men ac 
armsy a numerous body. of infantry, and a fleet of 
more than three hundred ihips and tranfports* 
A diilant day was appointed for aflembling this 
mighty force in the harbour of Brindifi : and a 
previous attempt was riiked with a detachment 
of three hAindred knights, who invaded Albania^ 
and befieged the fortrefs of Belgrade. Their 
defeat might amufe with a triumph the vanity df 
ConAantinople ; but the more fagacious Michael, 
defpairing of his arms, depended on the effefts 
of a confpiracy ; on the fecret workings of a 
rat, who gnawed the bow-ftring '* of the Sicilian 
tyrant. 

39 The reader of Herodotus wiU rtcollefl how miraculouflfr iHc 
AHyrian lu^ft of Sennacbtrib was difiirnied and d;.itrayed (1* if. 

c. 141*}* 

T ^ Among 
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Among the profcribed adherents of the hou/<f 
of Swabia, John of Procida forfeited a ftnall 
iflaod of that name in the bay of Naples. His 
birth was noble, but his education was learned; 
and in the poverty of exile, he was relieved by 
the practice of phyfic, which he had ftudied in 
the fchool of Salerno. Fortune had left him no- 
thing to lofe, except life; and -to defpife life is 
the firft qualification of a rebel. Procida was en- 
dowed with the art of negociation, to enforce 
his reafons, and difguife his motives ; and in his 
various tranfaftions with nations and men, he 
could perfuade each party that he laboured 
folely for their intereft. The new kingdoms of 
Charles were afflifted by every fpecies of fifcal 
and military oppreffion *° ; and the lives and for- 
tunes of his Italian fubjeds were facrificed to the 
greameis of their mafter and the licentioufnefs of 
his followers. The hatred of Naples was reprefled 
by his prelence *f but the loofer government of his 
vicegerents excited the contempt, as well as the 
averfipQ, of . the Sicilians : the ifland was roufed 
to a fenfe of freedom by the eloquence of Procida ; 
and he difplayed to every baron his private in- 
tereft i^ the common caufe. In the confidence of 
foreign aid, he fucceflively vifited the courts of 
the Greek emperor, and of Peter king of Arra- 



40 According to Sabat Mahfpina (Hift. Sicula, I. iii. c. 16. in 
Miiralori, torn. viii. p. 831. }> a zealous Guelph, the fubjefts of 
Charles, who bad reviled Mainfroy as a wolf, begin to regret him as a 
lamb t and he jtifiifies their difcontent by the oppreflions of the French 
government (I. vi. c. %. y.). See the Sicilian manifefto in Nicholas 
Spccialis {\, i. c* ii. in Muratori, torn. x. p« 930.). 

gon, 
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^on**, ^ho poffeffed the maritime countries of ^ ?xn^* 
Valenda and Catalonia. To the ambitious Peter 
a crown was prefented, which he might juftly 
claim by his marriage with the filler of Mainfroy, 
and by the dying voice of Conradin, who from 
the fcaffold had cad a ring to his heir and avenger. 
Palaeologus was eafiiy perfuaded to divert his 
enemy from a foreign war by a rebellion at 
home ; and a Greek fubfidy of twenty-five thou- 
fand ounces of gold was mod profitably applied 
to arm a Catalan fleet, which failed under an holy 
banner to the fpecious attack of the Saracens of 
Africa. In the difguife of a monk or beggar, 
the indefatigable miffionary of revolt flew from 
Conftantinople to Rome, and from Sicily to Sara* 
gofla : the treaty was fealed with the fignet of 
pope Nicholas himfelf, the enemy of Charles ; 
and his deed of gift transferred the fiefs of 
St. Peter from the houfe of Anjou to that of Arra- 
gon. So widely diflufed and fo freely circulated, 
the fecret was prefer ved above two years with 
impenetrable difcretion ; and each of the confpi- 
rators imbibed the maxim of Peter, who declared 
that he would cut off his left hand if it were con« 
fcious of t]ie intentions of* his right. The mine 
was prepared with deep and dangerous artifice; 
but it may be queftipned, whether the inftant ex- 
plofion of Palermo were the effeft of accident or 
defign. 

4« See the chara^er and counfels of Peter king of Arngon, in Ma- 
riana (Hift. Hifpan. 1. yiv. c. 6. torn. ti. p. 133^). The reader for- 
gives the Jefuit*s deftBs, in farour, always of his l^yle, and often of 
his fenfe. 

Z4 On 
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c HA p. On the vigil of Eafter, a proeeffion of the dfl^ 
Kmm^^'-L^ armed citizens vifited a church nHthoot the watts ; 

iun Wtk ^^^ ^ noble datnfel was rudely inAiIted by a French 
peM, foidier *\ The ravifher was inftantly puniflied with 

^g,/ death ; and if the people at firft was fcattered by 
March 30. 3 military force, their numbers and fury pre- 
vailed : the confpirators feized the opportunity ; 
the flame fpread over the ifland ; and eight thou- 
fand French were exterminated in a promifcuous 
maflacre, which has obtained the name of the Si- 
cilian Vespers **. From every city the ban- 
ners of freedom and the church were difplayed : 
the revolt was infpired by the prefence or the foul 
of Procida ; and Peter of Arragon, who failed 
from the African coafl: to Palermo, was fainted as 
the king and faviour of the ifle. By the rebellion 
of a people on whom he had fo long trampled with 
impunity, Charles was aftonifhed and confounded ; 
and in the firft agony of grief and devotion, Jie 
was heard to exclaim, " O God! if thou haft 
•• decreed to humble me, grant me at leaft a 
*• gentle and gradual defcent from the pinnacle 
** of greatnefs!" His fleet and army, which 
already filled the fea-ports of Italy, were haftily 
recalled from the fervice of the Grecian warj 
and the fituation of Meilina expofed that town to 

4& After enumerating th# AiSerings of hit country, Nicholas Spe. 
ctalis adds, in the true fpirit of Italian jeaJoufy* Quae omnia et gra- 
▼iort quidtm, ut arbitror, patienti animo Siculi toleiaife nt, nifi (quod 
primum cunAis dominantibut cavendum eft), alienas foeoiinas invif- 
fiflent (I. i. c. a. p> 914.)* 

41 The French were long taught to remember this bloody leflon t 
•« If I am' provoked (laid Henry the fourth), I will breakfaft at 
«« Milan, and dine at Naplet.'* •« Your raajtfty (replied the Spaniih 
** ambaflador) may perhaps arrive in Sicily for vcTpcra.*' 

the 
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Ac firft ftorm of his rcrenge. Feeble in them* chap. 
feives^ and yet hopelefs of foreign fuccour, ^.^0^^^ 
the citizens would have repented, and fubmitted 
on the aiTorance of full pardon and their ancient 
privileges. But the pride of the monarch was 
already rekindled ; and the mod fervent entreaties 
of the legate could extort no more than a pro- 
mife, that be would forgive ibd remainder, after 
a chofen lift: of eight hundred rebels had been 
yielded to his difcrerion. The defpair of the 
M^ilinere renewed their courage ; Peter of Arra^ 
gon approached to their relief^; and his rival 
was driven back by the failure of provifion and 
the terrors of the equinox to the Calabrian ihore* 
At the fame moment, the Catalan admiral, the 
^nious Roger de Loria, fwept the channel with 
an invincible fquadron: the French fleet, more Defrntof 
numerous in tranfports than in galHcs, was either q^^*^'^** 
burnt or deftroyed ; and the fame blow aflured 
the independence of Sicily and the fafety of the 
Greek empire. A few days before his death, the 
emperor Michael rejoiced in the fall of an enemy 
Whom he hated and efteemed ; and perhaps he 
might be content with the popular judgment, 
that had they not been matched with each other, 
Gonftantinople and Italy muft fpeedily have obeyed 

♦* This revolt, with the fubfeqneprt viftory, are related by two 
Bttional writers. Birtholemy a Ncoraitfo (in Moratori, tont. xiii.) 
ami Nicholas Sfieciaiis (m Muratori, torn, x.}, the one a contempo* 
raryy- the other of the next century. The patriot Specialis dtfclaiiTit 
the rmine of rebellion, and all previous correfpondence with Peter of 
Arragon (nuUo communtcato confilio) wrUohaffemd to be with ft fleet 
aiul wfaj on the African coalt (i* u c« 4. 9.) 

I the 
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CH^p. the fame matter*'. From this difaftrous mo- 
k>>-,"^> ment, the life of Charles xvas a feries of misfor- 
tunes ; his capital was infulted, his fon was made 
prifoner, and he funk into the grave without re- 
covering the ifle of Sicily, which, after a war 
of twenty years, was finally fevered from the 
throne of Naples, and transferred, as an inde- 
pendent kingdom, to a younger branch of the 
houfe of Arragon *^ 
The fer. I (hall uot, I trutt, be accuf^^d of fuperftition : 

>r ce and ^^^ j „mft remark, that, even in this world, the 

war of ^ ' 

the Cata. natural order of events will fometimes afford the 
Gr^tk ' * ftrong appearances of moral retribution. The 
e.npir^ firft PalsBologus had faved his empire by involv- 
13'ojl. ing the kingdoms of the Weft in rebellion 
' ^^^' and blood ; and from thefe feeds of difcord up 
rofe a generation of iron men, who aflauUed ^and 
endangered the empire of his fpn. In modern 
times, our debts and taxes are the fecret poifon, 
which ftill corrodes the bofom of peace; but in 
the weak and diforderly government of the mid- 
dle ages, it was agitated by the prefent evil of 
the difbanded armies. Too idle to work, too 
proud to beg, the mercenaries were accuttomed 
to a life of rapine : they could rob with more 
dignity and effefl under a banner and a chief; 
and the fovereign, to whom their fervice was ufe- 

4^ Nicephorus Greo;oras (J. v. c. 6.) admii'es tbe wifdom of Pro* 
Tidence in this equaJ balance of ftatet and princes. For the honour 
of Falieologut, I had rather this balance had been obfenred bjr as 
Irxiian writer. 

4^ See the Chronicle of Villani, the xi^^ volonte of the Annali 
d*Italia of Muratori, and the xx^ and xxi*^ books of thelftorta Civile 
^ oi Oiannone. 

left 
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kfs and their prefence importunate, endeavoured chap, 
to difcharge the torrent on fome neighbouring 
countries. After the peace of Sicily, many 
thoufands of Genoefe, Catalans *^, &c. who had 
fought, by fea and land, under the ftandard of 
Anjou or Arragon, were blended into one natioa 
by the refemblance of their manners and intereft. 
They heard that the Greek provinces of Afia 
were invaded by the Turks : they refolved to 
fliare the harvefl: of pay and plunder ; and Fre- 
deric king of Sicily moft liberally contribjited 
the means of their departure. In a warfere of 
twenty years, a (hip, or a camp, was become 
their country ; arms were their fole profeffioa and 
property ; valour was the only virtue which they 
knew; their women had imbibed the fearlefs 
temper of their lovers and hufbands : it was re- 
ported, that, with a ftroke of their broad-fword, 
the Catalans could cleave a horfeman and an 
horfe ; and the report itfelf was a powerful wea- 
pon. Roger de Flor was the moft popular of 
their chiefs j and his • perfonal merit overfhadowed 
the dignity of his prouder rivals of Arragon. 
The offspring of a marriage between a German 
gentleman of the court of Frederic the fecond 
and a damfel of Brindifi, Roger was fucceflively 
a templar, an apoilate, a pirate, and at length 

*7 In this motley multitude, the Catalans Jind Spaniards, the 
braved of the foldiery, were fty led, by thennfe'.ves ami the Gieeki, 
Amogavares. Moncada derives ibeir origin from the Goths, and Pa- 
ohynrier (I. xi. c. is.) from the Arabs} and in fpite of national and 
religious pride, I am afraid the Utter is in th« right* 

the 
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CHAP, the richcft and moll powerful admiral of the Me- 
diterranean. He failed from Meffina to Conftan- 
tinople, with eighteen gallies, four great (hips, 
and eight tboufand adventurers ; and his previous 
treaty was faithfully accompliffaed by Andronicus 
the elder, who accepted with joy and terror this 
formidable fuccour. A palace was allotted for 
his reception, and a niece of the emperor was 
given in marriage to the valiant ftranger, who 
was immediately created great duke or admiral 
of Romania. After a decent repofe, he tranf- 
ported his troops over the Propontis, and boldly 
led them againft the Turks : in two bloody battles 
thirty thoufand of the Moflems were flain : he 
raifed the fiege of Philadelphia, and deferved the 
name of the deliverer of Afia. Bat after a (hort 
feafon of profperity, the cloud of flavery and luin 
again burft on that unhappy province. The in- 
habitants efcaped (fays a Greek hiflorian) from 
the fmoke into the flames; and the hoftility of 
the Turks was lefs pernicious than the friendfliip 
of the Catalans. The lives and fortunes which 
they had refcued, they confidered as* their own: 
^he willing or reludant maid was faved from the 
race of circumcifion for the embraces of a Chrif- 
tian foldier : the exaftion of fines and fupplies 
was enforced by licentious rapine and arbitrary 
executions ; and, on the refiftance of Magnefia, 
the great duke befieged a city of the Roman em* 
pire **. Thefe difof ders he excufed by the wrongs 

and 

a 

4* Some irfea may he formed of the population of thefe cities* 
tium the 36^000 iotiftbiuuu ff Trailer, which, in the preceding 
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and paffions of a viSorious army ; nor would his c h a p. 
own authority or perfon have been fafe, had he 
dared to punifh bis faithful followers, who were 
defrauded of the jufl: and covenanted price of 
their fervices* The threats and complaints of 
Aodromcus difclofed the nakednefs of the empire« 
His golden bull had invited no more than five 
hundred horfe and a thoufand foot foldiers.; yet ' 
the crowds of volunteers, who migrated to the 
Eaft, had been enlifted and fed by his fpon- 
taneous bounty.. Whiles his braved allies were 
content with three byzants, or pieces of gold, for 
their monthly pay, an ounce, or even two ounces, 
of gold were afligned to the Catalans, whofe an* 
nual penfion would thus amount to near an 
hundred pounds ilerling: one of their chiefs 
had rrodeftly rated at three hundred thoufand 
crowns the value of his future merits ; and 
above a million had been iOTued from the tresu* 
fury for the maintenance of thefe coftly merce>* 
naries. A cruel tax had been tmpofed on the 
corn of the huibandman : one third was retrench-* 
ed from the falaries of the public officers ; and 
the ftandard of the coin was fo fhamefuUy de- 
bafed, that of the four-and-twenty parts only five 
were of pure gold^^. At the fummons of the 

emperor, 

rttgn, wai rebuilt by the ^aiperor^ and ruined by the Turks. (Pli# 
chymer, 1. vi. c 1O9 si.) 

49 I bave eollecled ihefe pecuniary circumftancet from Pachy* 
jBcr (I. zi« c. ai. 1. xii c. 4, 5. 8. 14. 19. }• ^^^ drfcribcs tbe pri»« 
gfe(bve d«f(r^«»tioa of the gold coin. Even in the profpcrottt 
times of John Ducaa Vataces* the bysants wert<^mpored in 
•((umI proportions of the pore and the bafcr metal. The poverty of 
Michael X^aiaeologus compelled him to ftxike a new coin, with 

atnt 
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CHAP, emperor, Roger evacuated a province which no 
longer fupplied the materials of rapine ; but he 
refufed to difperfe his troops ; and while his ftyle 
was refpeAfuly his conduct wa^ independent and 
hoftile. He protefted, that if the emperor fhould 
inarch againft him, he would advance forty paces 
to kifs the ground before him, but in rifing from 
this proftrate attitude Roger had a life and fword 
at the fervice of bis friends. The great duke of 
Romania condefcended to accept the title and 
ornaments of Casfar ; but he rejefted the new 
propofal of the government of Afia with a fubfidy 
of com and money, on condition that he fhould 
reduce his troops to the harmlefs number of three 
thoufand men. AfTafTmation is the lad refource 
of cowards. The Casfar was tempted to vifit the 
royal refidence of Adrianople : in the apartment, 
and before the eyes of the emprefs, he was 
ftabbed by the Alani guards; and though the 
deed was imputed to their private revenge, his 
countrymen, who dwelt at Conftantinople in the 
fecurity of peace, were involved in the fame pro- 
fcription by the prince or people. The lofs of 
their leader intimidated the crowd of adventurers, 
who hoifted the fails of flight, and were foon 
fcattered round the coafls of the Mediterranean. 
But a veteran band of fifteen hundred Catalans 
or French ftood firm in the (Irong fortrefs of 

nine parts, or carats, of gold, and fifteen of copper alloy. After hit 
drarh, the ftandard rofe to ten carats, till in the public dittrefa it was 
r«(ttic«(l to the moiety. The prince was relieved for a moment, while 
credit and ci^inerce were for ever blafted. In France, the gold coin 
is of twenty-two carats {onc^^welfth alloy}| and the ftandard of Eng- 
land and Holland is ftill higher. 

13 GallipoH 
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Callipoli on the Hellefpont, difplayed the banners chap. 
of Arragon, and offered to revenge and juftify 
their chief by an equal combat of ten or an hun- 
dred warriors. Inftead of accepting this bold de« 
fiance, the etnperor Michael, the Ton and col- 
league of Andronicus, refolve4 to opprefs them 
with the. weight of mifttitudes : every nerve was 
* flrained to form an army of thirteen thouiand 
horfe and thirty thoufand foot ; and the Propontis 
•was covered with the (hips of the Greeks and 
Genoefe. In two battles by fea and land, thefe 
mighty forces were encountered and overthrown 
by the defpair and difcipline of the Catalans ; 
the young emperor fled to the palace ; and an 
infuflicient guard of light-horfe was left for the 
protedion of the open country. Vidory renewed 
the hopes and numbers of the adventurers : every 
nation was blended under the name and ftandard 
of the great company ; and three thoufand Turkifli 
profelytes deferted from the Imperial fervice to 
join this military aflbciation. In the pofleffion of 
Gallipoli, the Catalans intercepted the trade of 
Conftantinople and the Black Sea, while they 
fpread their devaftations on either fide of the Hel- 
lefpont over the confines of Europe and Afia. 
To prevent their approach, the greateft part of 
the Byzantine territory was laid wafte by the 
Greeks themfelves : the peafants and their cattle 
retired into the city ; and myriads of iheep and 
oxeii, f6r which neither place nor food could be 
procured, were unprofitably flaughtered on the 
fame day. Four times the emperor Andronicus 
fued for peace, and four times he was inflexibly 

repulfedy 
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CHAP, rqmlfed^ till the want of proviHons, uid thd dit 

^— -.^.i^^. cord of the chieft^ compelled the Catalans to eva* 
cuare the banks of the Hellefpont and the neigh* 
bourhood of the eapitaU After their feparation 
from the Turks, the remains of the great com- 
pany purfiied their march through Macedonia and 
TheiTaly, to feek a new AabU(hment in the heart 
of Greece '^ 

KfvoTn. After fome ages of oblivion, Greece was awaken* 

tronfof (d to new misfortunes by the arms of the Latins. 
A.D.* In the two hundred and fifty yeai^s between the 

"^'J^ £rft and the laft conqueft of Conftantinople, that 
venerable ' land was difputed by a multitude of 
petty tyrants ; without the comforts of freedom 
and genius, her ancient cities were again plunged 
in foreign and inteQxne war ; and if fer? itude be 
preferable to anarchy, they might rcpofis with 
joiy under the Turkifh yoke. I flail not purfue 
the obTcore and various dynafties, that rofe and 
&I1 on the continent or in the ifles; but our 
iilence on the hie of Athens ^\ would ifgue a 

ftrange 

f* Th« Catalan war i« moft copiouily related by PacWymer, mi 
the xi^^, n'l}^^, and xiii^^ bosks, till be break* «(F in the year 
i3»8, Nicephortis Grcgoras (I. vii. 3^6.) ii more coticife and 
ComplMe. Ducange, who adopts thcfe adventurers as Frencb, 
bsLS bu&ted their footAeps wtih his ufaal diligence (Hiit. «{fc C. F* 
1. 6* c. 22—46.). He quotes an Arcagoncie hiiiory, «hich I 
have read wtth pieafure, and whicli the Spaniards extol at a model of 
fryte «nd compofrtion (Expedfcion de I01 Cata lanes y Arragonrfes 
omra Turcos y Qricgos; Barcelona, T623, ^^ quarto j Madridf 
^7779 in o^avo). Don Francifco de Moncada, -Condc de Oibna, 
may imitate Caefar or Salluft; he may traiifcribe the Greek or 
Italian contemporaries : but he never quotes his aurhorifieSy xnd 
X cannot diiccrji any oational records of the exploits of his couatry* 
/ men. 

51 See the laborious hiftory of Ducange, whofe accurate tabis 

of 
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ftrange ingratitude to the firft and pureftTchool of ^ Lxti.^* 
liberal fcience and amufement. In the partition of 
the empire, the principality of Athens and Thebes 
>vas affigned to Otho de la Roche, a noble war- 
rior of Burgundy '% with the title of great 
duke '% which the Latins underftood in their 
own fenfe, and the Greeks more fooliflily derived 
from the age of Conftantine ^\ Otho followed 
the ftandard of the marquis of Montferrat ; the 
ample ftate which he acquired by a miracle of 
conduft or fortune ", was peaceably inherited by 
his fon and two grandfons, till the family, though 
not the nation, was changed, by the marriage of 
an heirefs, into the elder branch of the houfe of 
Brienne. The fon of that marriage, Walter dc 
Brienne, fucceeded to the duchy of Athens ; 
and, with the aid of fome Catalan mercenaries, 

of the French ()yn»(i!es recapitulates the thirty- five pnflages in which 
he mentions the dukes of Athens. 

5* He is twice mentioned by Villehardouin with honour (Noi5ii 
S3 5.} i and under the Brft paflage, Ducange oblerves all that can be 
known of his perfon and family. 

5J From thefe Latin princes of the xiv<>» cenfnry, Boccace, Chau* 
cer, and Shakefpeare, have borrowed their Thefeus duke of Athens. 
An ignorant age transfers its own language and manners to the moll 
diftant times. 

54 The fame Conftanttne gave to Sicily a king, to Ruflia the 
niMgnut dafiftr of the empire, to Thebes the primicerlut : and thefe 
abfurd fables are firoperly laflied by Ducange (ad Nicephor. Greg. 
1. vii. c. 5.). By the Latins, the Lord of Thebes was ftyled, by 
corruption, tbeMegas Kurios, or Grand Sire \ 

Si S^uodam miracuh, fays Alberic. He was probably received by 
Michael Clioniatrs, the archbi(hop who had defended Athena 
againft the tyrant Leo Sgurus (Nicetas in Baldwino). Michael was 
the brother of the hiftoriati Nicetas ( and his encomium of Athent 
is ftill extant in MS. in the Bodleian library (Fabric. Bibliot* Grsec. 
torn. vi. p. 409')' 

Vol. XL A a whom 
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c H^A P. vhom he invcftcd with fiefe, reduced above thirty 
caftles of the vaflal or neighbouring lords. But 
when he was informed of the approach and am- 
bition of the great company, he colleded a force 
of feven hundred knights, fix thoufand four hun- 
dred horfe, and eight thoufand foot, and boldly 
met them on the banks of the river Cephifus in 
Boeotia. The Catalans amounted to no more than 
three thoufand five hundred horfe, and four thou* 
fand foot: but the deficiency of numbers was 
compenfated by flratagem and order. They 
formed round their camp an artificial inundation : 
the duke and his knights advanced without fear 
or precaution on the verdant meadow : their 
horfes plunged into the bog ; and he was cut in 
pieces, with the greatefl part of the French ca- 
valry. His family and nation were expelled ; and 
his fon Walter de Brienne, the titular duke of 
Athens, the tyrant of Florence, and the conftable 
of France, lofl his life in the field of Poitiers. 
Attica and Bceotia were the rewards of the vidto- 
rious Catalans : they married the widows and 
daughters of the flain ; and during fourteen years, 
the great company was the terror of the Grecian 
flates. Their faflions drove them to acknow- 
ledge the fovereignty of the houfe of Arragon ; and 
during the remainder of the fourteenth century, 
Athens, as a government or an appanage, was 
fucceflSvely beftowed by the kings of Sicily. 
After the French and Catalans, the third dynafty 
was that of the Accaioli, a family, plebeian at 
Florence, potent at Naples, and fovereign in 
Greece* Athens, which they embellifhed with 

A new 
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fccDir buildings, became the capital of a Hate, th^t c ^^a^^* 
extended over Thd>es, Argos, CoriQth, Delphi, ^^*-y^ 
and a part of Theffaly ; and their reign was finally 
determined by Mahomet the fecond, who ftrangled 
the laft duke, and educated his foos ifi the difcipline 
and religion of the feraglio. 

Athens **, though no more than the ihadow of Prefcnt 
her former fdf, ftill contains about eight or ten Atbcnt^ 
thoufand inhabitants : of thefe, three fourths are 
Greeks in religion and language ; and the Turks^ 
who compofe the remainder9 have relaxed^ in 
their intercourfe with the citizens, fomewhat of 
the pride and gravity of their national charader* 
The olive-tree, the gift of Minerva, flouriflies in 
Attica } nor has the honey of mount Hymettus 
loft any part of its exquifite flavour " : but the 
languid trade is monopoUfed by ftrangers; and 
the agriculture of a barren land is abandoned to 
the vagrant Wakchians. The Athenians are ftill 
diftinguiflied by the fi^btlety and acutenefs of 
their under (landings : but thefe qualities^ unlefs 
ennobled by freedom and enlightened by ftudy, 
will degenerate into a low and felfifli cunning : 

56 The modern account of Athent, and the AtLenians, is ex- 
traced from Spon (Voyage en Grece« toin. ii. p. 79— 199') and. 
Wheeler (Travels into Greece, p. 537 — ^4.14..), Stuart (Antiqi^i* 
ties of Athens, |>afliin), and Chandler (Travels into Greece, p. 23 
— 171*)' '^'^^ ^^^ ^^ xyx^it travellers vifited GWece in the year 
16769 tb« lait 1765; and ninety years had not produced much differ- 
ence in the tranqtnL fccne. , 

57 The ancients, or at leaft the Athenians, believed that all ihf 
bees in the world had been propagated from moqnt Hymettus. 
They taught, that health might be preferved, and life prolonged, 
by the external ufe of oji, and the internal ufe pf honey (Geoponica^ 
I, %w, c« 7« p. ioS9<-i094« edit. Nicla«}» 
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c "xu ^' *"^ *'^ *^ * proverbial faying of the coanfrjr. 

From the Jews of Thefialonica, the Turks of 
Negropont, and the Greeks of Athens, good 
" Lord deliver us !" This artful people has 
eluded the tyranny of the Turkifli bafliaws, by 
an expedient which alleviates then* fervitude and 
aggravates their (hame. About the middle of the 
lafl century, the Athenians chofe for their pro^ 
tedior the Kiflar Aga, or chief black eunuch of 
the feraglio. This iBthiopian flave, who poflfefles 
the fultan's ear, condefcends to accept the tribute 
of thirty thoufand crowns; his lieutenant, the 
Waywode, whom he annually confirms, may re- 
ferve for his own about five or fix thoufand 
more ; and fuch is the policy of the citizens, that 
they feldom fail to remove and punifh an opprefEve 
governor. Their private differe^ces are decided 
by the archbifliop, one of the rich eft prelates of 
the Greek church, fince he poffeffes a revenue of 
one thoufand pounds fterling ; and by a tribunal 
of the eight geronti or elders, chofen m the eight 
quarters of the city : the noble families cannot 
trace their pedigree above three hundred years; 
but their principal members are diftinguiflied by 
a grave demeanour, a fur-cap, and the lofty ap« 
pellation oi archon. By fome', who delight in 
the contraft, the modern language of Athens is 
reprefented as the moft corrupt and barbaipous of 
the feventy dialefts of the vulgar Greek *• : this 

58 Ducauge, Gloflar. Grace. Piaefat. p. 8. who quotes for his au- 
thor Theodofius Zygomalas, a modern grammarian. Tct Spon 
(torn. ii. p. 794.) and Wheeler (p. 35 ^.)» "^ incompetent judges^ 
entertain a more favourable opinion of the Attic dialed* ' 

pidurc 
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pifture is too darkly coloured ; but it would not c ha p. 
be eafy, in the country of Plato and Demofthenes, 
to find a reader, or a copy, of their works. The 
Athenians walk with fupine indifference among 
the glorious^ ruins of antiquity ; and fuch is the 
debafement of their charafter, that they are in- 
capable of admiring the genius of their pre- 
deceffors "• 

59 Yet we mnft not accufe them of corrupting the name of Athens, 
which they ftill call Athini. From the «*5 -n;* A9>w»}p, we have formed 
^r own barbarifm of Sainu, 
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CHAP. LXIII. 

Civil Wars, and Ruin of the Greei Empire.-^ 
Reigns of Andronicus^ the Elder and Tounger, 
and John Palaologus. — Regency, Revolt, Reign, 
and Abdication of John Cantacuzene. — EJich 
blijhment of a Genoefe Colony at Pera or Ga- 
lata.'^Their Wars with the Empire and City 
of Con/lantinople. 

rpHE long reign of Andronicus ' the elder 
^ is chiefly memorable, by the difputes of 
the Greek church, the invafion of the Catalans, 
and the rife of the Ottoman power. He is cele- 
brated as the mod learned and virtuous prince 
of the age ; but fuch virtue, and fuch learning, 
contributed neither to the perfeflion of the indi- 
vidual, nor to the happinefs of fociety. A flave 
of the mofl: abjed fuperftition, he was furrounded 
on all fides by vifible and invifible enemies ; nor 
were the flames of hell lefs dreadful to his fancy, 
than thofe of a Catalan or Turkifli war. Under 
the reign of the Palasologi, the choice of the 
patriarch was the mofl: important buflnefs of the 
ftate ; the heads of the Greek church were am* 
bitious and fanatic monks ; and their vices or 
virtues, their learning or ignorance, were equally 

* Andronicut himfelf will JDftify our freedom in the invedive 
(Nicephoruft Grcgoras, I. i. c. i.)> which he pronounced againft 
hifturic falfehood* It is true that his cenAire ii in9fe pointedly urged 
^gainll caluipny than againft adjnlation, 

mifcbievoys 
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mifchievous or contemptible. By his intempe- ^ \^i^' 
rate difcipline, the patriarch Athanafius^ excited 
the hatred of the dergy and people: he was 
heard to declare, that the (inner fhould fwallow 
the lad. dregs of the cup of penance ; and the 
fooIiOi tale wa^ propagated, of his puniifaing a 
facrilegious afs that had tafted the lettuce of a 
convent garden. Driven from the throne by the 
univerfal clamour, Athanafius compofed, before 
his retreat, two papers of a very oppofite caft. 
His public teftament was in the tone of charity 
and refignation ; the private codicil breathed ,the 
direft anathemas againfl the authors of his dif- * 
grace, whom he excluded for ever from the com- 
munion of the holy trinity, the angels, and the 
faints. This laft paper he inclofed in an earthen 
pot, which was placed, by his order, on the top 
of one of the pillars' in the dome of Sf. Sophia, 
in the diftant hope of difcovery and revenge. 
At the end of four years, fome youths, climbing 
by a ladder in fearch of pigeons nefts, detefted 
the fatal fecret ; and, as Andronicm felt himfelf 
touched and bound by the excommunicatioa, he 
trembled on the brink of the abyfs which had 
been fo treacfaeroufly dug under his feet. A fynod 
of bifliops was inftantly convened to debate this 
important quellion; the raflinefs of thol^ cUa* 

> For the anathema in the pigeon^s neft, fee iPachyraer, (1. ix. 
c. ^4>«)> who relates the general hiftory of Athanadus (I. viii. 
C. 13*— 16. 20—14. U X. c. »7 — 19. 31—36. 1. xi. c. 1 — 3. 5, 6, 
)• xiii. c« S. 10. a3« 35O9 ^^^ i* followed by Nicephorus Gregoras 
(1. vi. c. 5. 7. !• vii, G. I. 9.)| who includes the fccond retreat of this 
fecond CliO'^^P">v 

A a 4 deftine 
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deftine anathemas was generally condemned ; 
but as the knot could be untied only by the 
fame hand, as that hand was now deprived of the 
crofier, it appeared that this pofthumous decree 
was irrevocable by any earthly power. Some 
faint teftimojiies qf repentance and pardon were 
extorted from the author of the mifchief ; but 
the confcience of the emperor was ftill wounded, 
and he defired, with no lefs ardour than Atha- 
nafius himfelf, the reftoration of a patriarch, by 
whom alone he could be healed. At the dead of 
night, a monk rudely knocked at the door pf the 
royal befl-chamber, announcing a revelation qf 
plague and famine, of inundation^ and earthr 
quakes. Andronicus ftart^d froqi his bed, and 
fpent the night in prayer, till he felt, or thought 
that he felt, a flight motion of the earth, The 
emperor on foot led the bifliops and monks tgi 
the cell of Athanafius ; and, after a proper re- 
fiftance, the faint, from whom this meflage had 
been fent, confented to abfolve the prince, and 
govern the church, of Conftantinople. Untamed 
by difgrace, and hardened by folitude, the fhep- 
herd was again odious to the flock ; and his ene- 
mies contrived 2L Hngular, and, as it proved, a fuc- 
cefsful, mode of revenge. In the nighf:, they 
ftole away the footftool or foot-cloth of his throne, 
which they fecretly replaced with the decoration 
of a fatirical pifture. The emperor was painted 
with a bridle in his mouth, and AthanaHus lead- 
ing the tradable beaft to the feet of Chrift. The 
authors of the libel were detected and puniflied i 

but 
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but as their lives had been fpared, the Chriftian chap. 
prieft in fallen indignation retired to his cell; 
and the eyes of Andronicus, which had been 
opened for a moment, were again clofed by his 
fuccefibr. 

If this tranfaftion be one of the moft curious 
and important of a reign of fifty years, I cannot 
at lead accufe the brevity of my materials, fince 
I reduce into fome few pages the enormous folios 
of Pachymer% Cantaciizene % and Nicephorus 
Gregoras', who have compofed the prolix and 
languid ftory of the times. The name aifd fitua- 
tion of the emperor John Cantacuzene might 
infpire thie moft lively curiofity. His memorials 
of forty y^ars extend from the revolt of the 
younger Andronicus to his own abdication of the 
empire ; and it is obferved, that, like Mofes and 
Caefar, he was the principal actor in the fcenes 
which he defcribes. But in this eloquent work, 
we fliould vainly feek the fincerity of an hero or 
^ penitent. Retired in a cloyfter from the vices 

t Pachymer, jn fcven heok$, 377 folio piigeSy defcribet the 
iirft twenty*fix years of Andronicus the Ehler; and marks the 
date of his coinpofiripn by the current news or lie of the day 
(A. D. 1308). £ither death or difguft prevented him from jrefuming 
fhe pen. 

* After an interval of twelve years, from the concluHon of 
pachymer, Cantacuzenus takes up the pen | and his firft book 
(c* 1— ■59* p* 9'— ifo.) relates the civil war, and the eight laft 
years of the eider Andronicus. The ingenious cornpariion with 
Mofes and Caefar^ is fancied by his French tranflator, the prefident 
CouGn. 

5 Nicephorus Gregoras more briefly includes the entire lift and 
reign of Andronicus the £lder (\, vi, c. i. 1. x. c. i* p. 96^291. )• 
This is the part of which Cantacuzene complaios as a falfe ai>d ma- 
licious repreicntation of bis conduft. 

and 
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and paffions of the world, he prefents not a con» 
feffion, but an apology, of the It£s of. an ambi- 
tious ftatefman. Inflead of unfolding the true 
counfels and characters of men, he difplays the 
fmooth and fpecious furface of events, highly 
varnifhed with his own praifes and thofe of his 
friends. Their motives are always pore; their 
ends always legitimate : they confpire and rebel 
without any views of intereft ; and the violence 
which they inflidt or fuifer is celebrated as the 
fpontaneous e£Fe£t of reafon and virtue. 

After the example of the firft of the Palajologl, 
the elder Andronicus aflfociated his fon Michael to 
the honours of the purple ( and from the age of 
eighteen to his premature death, that prince was 
acknowledged, above twenty.five years, as the 
fecond emperor of the Greeks*. At rbe head 
of an army, he excited neither the fears of the 
enemy^ nor the jealoufy of the court j his modefty 
and patience were never tempted to compute the 
years of his father; nor was that father com* 
pelled to repent of his liberality either by the 
virtues or vices of his fon. The fon' of Michael 
was named iindronicus from his grandfather, to 
whofe early favour he was introduced by that 
nominal refemblance. The bloffoms of wit and 
beauty increafed the fondnefs of the elder Andro* 

« He was crowned May ai'*^ 1.295, and died Oaober i»-», 
1320 (Ducange, Fam. Byz. p. az^,). His brother Theodore, by 
a fecond marringe, inherited the roarquifate of Montferrat, apol'- 
tatifed to the religion and manners of ihe Latins (or* xa* tw/ah xen 
«-«r« »»* o^X^f^ciTty xxt ytmuTf xapa xa* Trao-iv eQicnv Aarivoj tjy axpoi^wj^t 
Nic* Greg. ). ix. c. 1.), and founded a dynafty of Italian princes, 
which was cxtingoi/hed A. P. 1533 (Ducange, Fam, Byz. p. 

Ulcus i 
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dicus ; and, with the common vanity of the age, he c h a p. 
cxpefted to realize in the fecond, the hope which 
had been difappointed in the firft, generation. 
The boy was educated in the palace as an heir 
and a favourite ; and in the oaths and acclama- 
tions of the people, the augujl triad was formed 
by the names of ^ the father, the fon, and the 
grandfon. But the younger Andronicus was 
fpeedily corrupted by bis infant greatnefs, while 
he beheld with puerile impatience the double ob- 
ftacle that hung, and might long hang, over his 
rifing ambition. It was not to acquire fame, or 
to diffufe happinefs, that he fo eagerly afpired; 
wealth and impunity were in his eyes the molt 
precious attributes of a monarch ; and his firft 
indifcreet demand was the fovereignty of fome 
rich and fertile ifland, where he might lead a' life 
of independence and pleafure. The emperor was 
offended by the loud and frequent intemperance 
which difturbed his capital : the Aims which hi^ 
pariimony denied were fupplied by the Genoefe 
ofurers of Pera ; and the oppreflive debt, which 
confolidated the interefl of a fadion, could, be 
difcharged only by a revohition. A beautiful 
female, a matron in rank, a proflitute in man* 
ners, had intruded the younger Andronicus in 
the rudiments of love ; but he had reafon to fuf- 
peA the noAurnal vifits of a rival ; and a 
ftranger pafling through the flreet was pierced, 
by the arrows of his guards, who were placed in 
jimbufli at her door. That flranger was his bro- 
ther, prince Manuel, who languifhed and died of 
his wound \ and th^ emperor Michael, their com* 

mon 
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^ " ^ p. mon father, whofe health was in a declining ftate, 
expired on the eighth day, lamenting the lofs of 
both his children \ However guiltlefs in his in- 
tention, the younger Andronicus might impute 
a brother's and a father's death to the confequence 
of his own vices ; and deep was the figh of think- 
ing and feeling men, when they perceived, in- 
ftead of forrow and repentance, his ill-diffembled 
joy on the removal of two odious competitors. 
By thefe melancholy events, and the increafe of 
his diforders, the mind of the elder emperor was 
gradually alienated ; and, after many fruitlefs re- 
proofs, he transferred on another grandfon ' his 
hopes and affedtion. The change was announced 
by the new oath of allegiance to the reigning fo- 
vereign, and the per/on whom he fhould appoint 
for his fucceflbr ; and the acknowledged heir, after 
a repetition of infults and complaints, was expofcd 
to the indignity of a public trial. Before the fen-» 
tence, which would probably have condemned 
him to a dungeon or a cell, the emperor was in- 
formed that the palace courts were filled with 
the armed followers of his grandfon ; the judg- 
ment was foftened to a treaty of reconciliation ; and 
the triumphant efcape of the prince encouraged the 
ardour of the younger fadtion. 

7 We are indebted to Nicephorut Gregoras (1. Titu c. i.) for the 
knowledge of this tragic adventure: while Cantacuzene more dif- 
creedy conceals the vices of Andronicus the Younger, of which he 
was the witnefs, and perhaps the afTociate (1. i. c. 1, Sec). 

> His deftined heir was Michael Catharus, the baftard of Conftan- 
tine his fecond fun. In this proje^l of excluding his grandfon An« 
dronicus, Nicephorus Gregoras (I. viii. c. 3*} ageecs with Cantacu- 
zene (!• i. c. i« %•)• 

Yet 
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Yet the capital, the clergy, and the fenate, ad- c h a p. 
hered to the perfon, or at leaft to the government, — ,r^ 
of the old emperor ; and it was only in the pro- T*'.';" 

civil w3rs 

vinces, by flight, and revolt, and foreign fuccour, between 
that the malecontents could hope to vindicate eXerors, 
their caufe and fubvert his throne. The foul of a. D. 
the cnterprize was the great domeftic John Can- Apni to^ 
tacuzene : the fally from Conftantinople is the ^'^' 
firfl date of his actions and memorials ; and if May 24. 
his own pen be mod defcriptive of his patriotifm, 
an unfriendly hiftorian has not refufed to cele- 
brate the zeal and ability which he difplayed in 
the fervice of the young emperor. That prince 
efcaped from the capital under the pretence of 
hunting ; ere£^ed his ftandard at Adrianople ; 
and, in a few days, alTembled fifty thoufand 
borfe and foot, whom neither honour nor duty 
could have armed againft the Barbarians. Such 
a force might have faved or commanded the em« 
pire ; but their counfels were difcordant, their 
motions were flow and doubtful, and their pro- 
grefs was checked by intrigue and negociation. 
The quarrel of the two Andronici was protrafted, 
and fufpended, and renewed, during a ruinous 
period of feven years. In the fir ft treaty, the 
relics of the Greek empire were divided : Con- 
ftantinople, Theflalonica, and the iflands, were 
left to the elder, while the younger acquired the 
fovereignty of the greateft part of Thrace, from 
Philippi to the Byzantine limit. By the fecond Corona- 
treaty, he ftlpulaled the payment of his troops, loanter * 
his immediate coronation, and an adequate fliare Andioni- 
4>f the power and revenue of the ftate. The a.d. 
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ch^ap. third civil war was terminated by the furprife o/ 
Conftantinople, the final retreat of the old em*- 
peror, and the fole reign of his yiftorious grand«> 
Ion. The reafons of this delay may be found in 
the characters of the men and of the times* 
When the heir of the monarchy firft pleaded his 
wrongs and his apprehenfions, be was heard with 
pity and applaufe: and his adherents repeated 
on all fides the inconfiftent promife, that he 
would increafe the pay of the foldiers and alleviate 
the burthens of the people. The grievances of 
forty years were mingled in his revolt; and the 
rifing generation was fatigued by the endlefs pro- 
fpe£t of a reign, whofe favourites and maxims 
were of other times. The youth of Andronicus 
had been without fpirit, his age was without re- 
verence : his taxes produced an annual revenue 
of five hundred thoufand pounds ; yet the richeft 
of the fovereigns of Chriftendom was iilcapable of 
maintaining three thoufand horfe and twenty 
gallies, to refifl the deflruAive progrefs of the 
Turks*. " How different/' faid the younger 
Andronicus, ^' is my fituation from that of the 
^' fon of . Philip ! Alexander might complain, 
*' that his father would leave him nothing to 
" conquer : alas ! my grandfire will leave me 
" nothing to lofe." But the Gredcs were foon 
admonifhed, that the public diforders could not 

9 See Nicephorus Gregoras, 1. vlii. c. 6. The younger Andfonip 
cus complained, that in four yoars and four months a Aim of 350,000 
byzants of gold was due to hioi for the cxpencei of his houfcbold 
(Cantacuzen. 1. i. c. 48. )• Yet be would have remitted the debt, 
if he might have been allowed to fqueese the farmert of the re- 
venue. 

be 
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be healed by a civil war j and that their young chap. 
favourite was not deftined to be the faviour of a 
falling empire* On the firft repulfe, his party was 
broken by his own levity, their intcftine difcord, 
and the intrigues of the ancient court, which 
tempted each malecontent to defert or betray the 
caufe of rebellion. Andronicus the Younger was 
touched with remorfe, or fatigued with bufinefs, 
or deceived by negociation : pleafure rather thaa 
power was his aim ; and the licence of maintaining 
a tboufand hounds, a thoufand hawks, and a thou-* 
fand huntfmeh, was fufficient to fully his fame and 
difarm his ambition. 

Let us now furvey the cataftrophe of this bufy The elder 
plot, and the final fituation of the principal ^"^aWil 
aftors *\ The age of Andronicus was ibonfumed cates th« 
in civil difcord ; and, amidft the events of war mentj"* 
and treaty, his power and reputation continually ^' ^* 
decayed, till the fatal night in which the gates of Maf t^ 
the city and palace were opened without refift- 
ance to his grandfon. His principal commander 
fcorned the repeated warnings of danger ; and 
retiring to reft in the vain fecurity of ignorance, 
abandoned the feeble monarch, with fome priefts 
and pages, to the terrors of a fleeplefs night. 
Thefe terrors were quickly realized by the hoftile 
(houts, which proclaimed the titles and viAory 
of Andronicus the Younger ; and the aged empe* 
ror, falling proftrate before an imagis of the 

'o I follow the chronology of Nicephorus Grcgoras, ivho m remark- 
ably cMCa^^. It is proved th;it Caiitacmene.has miftaken the dates of 
liis own anions, or rather that his text has been corrupted by ignorant 
tranfcribers* 

Virgin, 
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CHAP. Virgin, difpatched a fuppliant mefiage to refigil 
the fceptre, and to obtain his life ;at the bands of 
the conqueror. The anfwer of his grandfon was 
decent and pious ; at the prayer of his friends, 
the younger Andronicus aflumed the fole admini- 
ftration ; but the eider ftill enjoyed the name and 
pre-eminence of the firft emperor, the ufe of the 
great palace, and a penfiou of twenty-four thou- 
land pieces of gold, one half of which was ailigned 
on the royal treafure, and the other on the filhery 
of Conftantinopl^ But his impotence was fooa 
expofed to conteiopt and oblivion; the vaft 
filence of the palace was difturbed only by the 
cattle and poultry of the neighbourhood, which 
roved with impunity through the folitary courts ; 
and a reduced allowance of ten thoufand pieces 
of gold '* was all that he could aik, and more 
than he could, hope. His calamities were embit- 
tered by the gradual extindion of fight : his con- 
finement was rendered each day more rigorous ; 
and during the abfence and ficknefs of his grand- 
fon, bis inhuman keepers, by the threats of 
inflant death, compelled him to exchange the 
purple for the monadic habit and profeflion. 
The monk Antony had renounced the pomp of 
the world : yet he had occafion for a coarfe fur 
in the winter feafon, and as wine was forbidden 
by his confeflbr, and water by his phyfician, the 
' iberbet of Egypt was his common drink. It was 

<> I hiive entlcavoured to reconcile the s4.,ooo pieces of Cantacu- 
sefie (!• ii« c. i.) wiih the tOyOoo oF Nicephorus Grcgoras (J. ix, 
c. 1.) i the one of whom wi/hed to fofieii^ the otlKr to magnify, the 
kaidfliips of the oid emperor. 

not 
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ttot \vithout difficulty that the late emperor could c h a pi 
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procure three or four pieces to fatisfy thiefe fimple 



Wants ; and if he beftowed the gold to rfelieve 
the more painful diftrefs of a friend, the facrifice 
is of fome weight in the fcale of humanity and 
religion. Four years after his abdication. An- His death, 
dronicus or Antony expired in. a cell^ in the j^ji\ 
feventy.fourth year of his age : and the laft drain ^^^' ^^' 
of adulation could only promife a more fplendid 
crown of glory in heaven, than he had enjoyed 
upon earth *\ 

Nor was the reign of the younger^ moi^e gloK- R^'gn 6f 
ous or fortunate than that of the elder j Androni-^ cus the " 
chus "'. He gathered the fruits of ambition; but ^°a.^d? 
the tafte was tranfient and bitter : in the fupreme j^p^^^ 
ftation he loft the remains of his early popularity ; a. d. 
and the defedts of his charader became (till more June 15. 
confpicuous to the world. The public reproach 
urged him to march in perfon againft the Turks ; 
nor did his courage fail in the hour of trial ; but 
a defeat and a wound were the only trophies of 
his expedition in Afia, which confirmed the 
eftablifliment of the Ottoman monarchy. * The 
abufes of the civil government attained their full 
maturity and perfeftion : his negleft of forms^ 
and the confufion of national drefTes, are deplored 

I* See Nicephonis Gregoras (1. ix. 6, 7, 8. 10. 14. 1. X. c. 1.). The 
hiilorian had tafted of the profperlcy^ and Ihared the retreat^ of his bene- 
factor ; and that friendfliip, which " waits or to the fcaffold or the cell," 
(hould not lightly be accufed as " a hireJing, a pioftitute to praife." 

13 The folc reign of Andronicas the younger is dcfcribed by Cantacu- 
icnc (I. ii. c. 1—40. p. 191—339.] and Nicephorus Gregoras (1. ix. c. 7— 
1. xi. c. II. p. 26a— 361.)* 

VoL.Xr. Bb by 
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t H A F. by the Greeks as the fital fymptotns of the decay 
of the empire. Andronicas was old before hb 
time : the intemperance of youth had accelerated 
the infirmities of age; and after being reficued 
from a dangerous malady by nature, or phyfic^ 
or the Virgin; he was fnatched away before be 
had accomplifhed his forty-fifth year. He was 
twice married ; and as the progrefs of the Latins 
in arms and arts had foftened the prejudices of 
the Byzantine court, his two wives were diofen 
in the princely houfes of Germany and Italy* 
The firft, Agnes at home, Irene in Greece, was 
daughter of the duke of Brunfwick. Her fa- 
ther '^ was a petty lord '' in the poor and favage 
regions of the north of Germany *' : yet he de* 

rived 



14 AgQcs, or rreney was the davghtcr of duke Henry the Woodcrfnl, 
the chief of the boufe of Brunfwick, and the fourth in dcfcent from 
the famous Henry the lion, duke cf{ Saxony and BaTaria, aoid con- 
queror of the SfaTi OQ the Baltic ccaft. Her brother Henry was #ar- 
named the Greeks from his two journies into the £aft : but thdc jour« 
flies were fobfequent to his fifter*s marriage ; and 1 am ignorant btw 
Agnes was difcovered in the heart of Geimany, and recommended to 
the Byzantine court (Rlmius, Memoirs of the Houfe of Bmnfwicky 
p. it6 — 137)» 

>5 Henry the Wonderful was the founder of t!ie branch of Gnibcahagen, 
extind in the year 1 596 ( Rimius, p. 287.). He refidcd in the caftle of Wok. 
fenbuttel, and po0cflcd no more than a fixth part of the aUodial eftates of 
Brunfwick and Lonebuigh, which the Guclph family had laved from the 
confifcation of their great fiefs. The frequent partitions among brothcn, 
had almoft ruined the princely houfes of Germany, till that juft, but per- 
nicious, hiw was fiowly foptrfeded by the right of primogeniture. I'he 
pxincipafity of Grubenhagen, one of the laft remains of the Hercynian foreft» 
is a woody, mountainous, and barren trad (Buf<jbing*s Geography, voL ▼!• 
p. 170— a8 6* EngliOi tranflation)* 

16 The royal author <^ the Memoirs of Brandenburgh will teach 
us, how juilly, in a much later period, the north of Germany de- 
lervcd the epithets of poor and barbarous (Eflai fur ks Mceors, fee.)- 
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tived fome revenue from his filver mines " ; chap. 
and his family is celebrated by the Greeks 
as the moft ancient and noble of the Teutonic 
name '\ After the death of this childlefs prtncefs, 
Andronicus fought in marriage Jane, the filler of 
the count of Savoy " ; and his fuit was preferred 
to that of the French king***. The count re- 
fpefted in his fifter the fuperior majcfty of a Ro- 
man emprefs ; her retinue was compofed of 
knights and ladies ; (he was regenerated and 
crowned in St. Sophia^ under the more ortho- 
dox appellation of Anne; and, at the nuptial 

In the year 1306, in the woods of Luneburt^h, fome wild people of 
the Vened race were aUowed to bury alive their infirm and ufelefs 
pareotg (Rimius, p. 136.)* 

17 The aflertion f>f Tacitus, that Germany was deftitute of the pre- 
cious met^i muft be taken, even in his own time, with fome limitation 
(Germania, c* 5* Annal. xi. 10.). Accoi ding to Spener (Hlft. Germanic 
Pragmatioa^ torn, i* p. 35iOf -Argetitifodina in Hercyniis montibus, ioi- 
perante Otbone magno (A. D. 968) primum aperta, largam etiam opei 
aogendi dederunt copiam : but Rimius (p. 258, 259.) defers till the year 
xoz^ the difcovcry of the filvcr mines of Grubenhagen, or the Upper 
Hartz^ which were productive in the beginning of the xiv^*^ century, 
and which dill yield a confiderable revenue to the houfe of Brunf- 
wick. 

18 Cantacuzene has given a mofl honourable tcAimony, y^y j'ex Vi^ua,iv» 
etj-nj GwyaT*)p &/xo; Yn fATfu^tHK (the xnodtm Greeks employ the /] for 
the ^, and the /at for the P$ and the whole will read in the Italian 
idiom di Branauic), jif ?r»p* eewnti fVt^»8r»Ttt, ««* XapTpomr* vctnot^ 
T«i o^jud^vTm^ uVif/5aXXo»Toj t« ys^ifff. The praife is juft in itfclf, and 
pleafmg to an Englifh ear. 

19 Anne, or Jane, was one of the four daughters of Amedee the Great, 
by a fecond mariiage, and half-fifler of his fucceflbr Edward count 
of Savoy (Andcrfon^s Tables, p. 650.). See Cantacuzene (I. 1, c« 

40-^43. )« 

»o That king, if the faft be true, mud have been Charles the Fair, 
who in five years (1321 — 1316) was married to three wives (Ander« 
fon, p. 6z8.)* Anne of Savoy arrived at Con(lantinople in February 
1326. 

B b 2 feaft. 
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feaft, the Greeks and I talians vied with each other 
in the martial exercifes of tihs and tournaments. 

The emprefs Anne of Savoy furvived her huf- 
band : their fon, John Palaeologus, was left an 
orphan and an emperor, in the ninth year of his 
age ; and his weaknefs was protected by the firft 
and moft deferving of the Greeks. The long and 
cordial friendfliip of his fether for John Cantacu- 
zene is alike honourable to the prince and the 
fubjeft. It had been formed amidft the pleafures 
of their youth : their families were almoft equally 
noble ^ ' J and the recent luftre of the purple was 
amply compenfated by the energy of a private 
education. We have feen that the young emperor 
was faved by Cantacuzene from the power of his 
grandfather ; and, after fix years of civil war, 
the fame favourite brought him back in triumph 
to the palace of Conftantinople. Under the reign 
of Andronicus the younger, the great domeftic 
ruled the emperor and the empire ; and it was by 
his valour and condufl that the ifle of Lefbos and 
the principality of -^tolia were reftored to their 
ancient allegiance. His enemies confefs, that, 
among the public robbers, Cantacuzene alone 
was moderate and abftemious ; and the free and 
voluntary account which he produces of his own 
wealth ** may fuftain the prefumption that it was 
devolved by inheritance, and not accumulated by 

« 

2-' The noble race of the Cantacuzeni (illuftriout from the xi^* century 
in the Byzantine annals) was drawn from the Paladins of France, the 
heroes of thofe romances, which in the xiii^'' centory were tranflated an^ 
read by the Greeks (Ducange, Fam. Byzant. p. 2$%,)* 

^2 See Cantacuzene (1. jii. c. 24.. 30. 36.}. 

1 1 rapine. 
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Taplne. He does not indeed fpecify the value of chap. 
his money, plate, and jewels; yet, aftc-r a vo- 
luntary gift of two hundred vafes of lilver, after 
much had been fecreted by his friends and plun- 
dered by his foes, his forfeit treafures were fuf- 
iicient for the equipment of a fleet of feventy gal- 
lies. He does not meafure the fize and num- 
ber of his eftates ; but his granaries were heaped 
with an incredible (lore of wheat and barley ; and 
the labour of a thoufand yoke of oxen might cul- 
tivate, according to the pradice of antiquity^ 
about fixty-two thoufand five hundred acres of 
arable land*3. His paftures were flocked with 
.two thoufand five hundred brood mares, two 
hundred camels, three hundred mules, five hun?- 
dred afles, five thoufand horned cattle, fifty thou«- 
fand hogs, and feventy thoufand fheep ** : a pre- 
cious record of rural opulence, in the laft period 
of the empire, and in a land, moft probably m 
Thrace, fo repeatedly wafted by foreign and doi- 
meftic hoftility. The favour of Cahtacuzene was 
above his fortune* In the moments of familiarity, 
in the hour of ficknefs, the -emperor was defiroiis 

a? Saferna, in Gaul, and CoIumeHa, in It»ly or Spain, allow two yoke 
of oxen, two drivers, and fix lal^oucers, for two huiidced jugera (i»5 
£ngli(li acres) of ar;»ble land, and three more men muft be added if there 
be much underwood (Columella de Re Ruftica, 1. ii. c. 13. p. 441. edit. 
Gefoer.)* 

»4 In this enumeration (I. Hi. p. jo.), the French tranflation of the 
prefident Goufin is blotted with three palpable and cflential errors, i. He 
omits thf icoo yoke of working oxen, 2. He interprets the vtyroauxruu 
,^fog ^larx^Xica^y by the number of fifteen hundred, 3. He confounds 
myriads "with chiliads, and gives Cantacuzene no nlore than 5000 hogi. 
Tut not your truft in tran nations ! * • 

B b 3 to 
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to level the diftance between them, and prefied 
his friend to accept the diadem and purple. The 
virtue of the great domeftic, which is attefted by 
his own pen, refifted the dangerous propofal ; but 
the lafl teftament of Andronicus the younger 
named him the guardian of his fon, and the regent 
of the empire. 

Had the regent found a fuitable return of obe*. 
dience and gratitude, perhaps he would have a£led 
with pure and zealous fidelity in the fcrvicc of his 
pupil •'. A guard of five hundred foldiers watched 
over his perfon and the palace ; the funeral of 
the late emperor was decently performed; the 
capital was filent and fubmiilive; and five hun* 
dred letters, which Cantacuzene difpatched in the 
firft month, informed the provinces of theit lofs 
and thefir duty. The profpeft of a tranquil mi- 
nority was blafted by the great duke or admiral 
Apocaucus ; and to exaggerate his perfidy, the 
Imperial hiftorian is pleated to magnify his own 
imprudence, in raifing him to that office againft 
the advice of his more fagacious fovereign. Bold 
and fubtle, rapacious and profufe, the avarice 
and ambition of Apocaucus were by turns fubfer- 
vient to each other; an^ his talents were ap- 
plied to the ruin of his country. His arrogance 
was heightened by the command of a naval force 
and an impregnable caftle, and under the maflk of 
oaths and flattery he fecretly confpired againft hi$ 



^i Sec the regency and reign of John Cantacusenusy and the whok 
progrefi of the civil war, in his own hiftory (1. iii. c. i-^ioo. p. 34S 
— 70o.)» and in th«t of Nicephoms Crcgoraa (l lii. c i^-*i xt. c j. 

bcne&ftort 
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benefii£lor. The female court of the emprefs wag chap. 
bribed and direfted : he encouraged Anne of ^— -v-w 
Savoy to affert, by the law of nature, the tute- ^l^^^^^ 
lagc of her fon ; the love of power was difguifed Anne of 
by th6 anxiety of maternal tendernefs ; and the 
founder of the Palaeologi had inftruded his po* 
fterity to dread the example of a perfidious 
guardian. The patriarch John of Apri was a p^J.^*,^^ 
proud and feeble old man, encompaffed by a nu- 
merous and hungry kindred. He produced an 
ohfolete epiftle of Andronicus, which bequeathed 
the prince and people to his pious care : the fate 
of his predeceffor Arfenius prompted him to pre- 
vent, rather than punifli, the crimes of an ufurp- 
er ; and Apocaucus fmiled at the fuccels of his 
own flattery, when he beheld the Byzantine prieft 
afluming the ftate and temporal claims of the Ro- 
man pontiff'^. Between three perfons fo dif- 
ferent in thdr fituation and charader, a private 
league was concluded : a fluidow of authority 
was reftorcd to the fenate; and the people was 
tempted by the name of freedom. By this power- 
ful confederacy, the great domeftic was all 
faulted at fifd with clandelline, at length with 
open, arms. His prerogatives were difputed ; bis 
opinion flighted ; his friends perfecuted ; and his 
&fety was threatened both in the camp and city. 
In his abfence on' the public fervice, he was ac- 

^6 He aiTumed the royaf privilege of red ihoes or bulkins ; placed on 
his head a mitre of filk and gold $ fubfcribed his epiAles with hyacifith 
or green ink^ and claimed for the new, whatever Conflantine had given 
to the anciMiri Rome (Caiitacuzen« I. Ui. c. 36. Nlc. Gregons^ 1. xiv. 

B b 4 cufed 
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CHAP, cufed of treafon j profcribcd as an enemy of the 
v—v-il,,! ^hurch and (late ; and delivered, with all his ad-> 
herents, to the fword of juftice, the vengeance of 
the people, and the power of the devil : his for-» 
tunes were confifcated ; his aged mother was cafl: 
into prifon ; all his pad fervices were buried in 
oblivion ; and he was driven by injuftice to perpe- 
trate the crime of which he was accufed *^, From 
the review of his preceding conduft, Cantacu^ene 
appears to have been guiltlefs of any treafonable 
defigns } and the only fufpicion of his innocence 
inuft arife from the vehemence of bis protefta-? 
tions, and the fublime purity which he afcribes 
to bis own virtue. While the cmprefs ^d the 
patriarch flill aifefted the appearances of harmony, 
he repeatedly folicited the permiffion of retiring 
to a private, and even a monaftic, life. After 
he had been declared a public enemy, it was his 
fervent wifli to throw himfelf at the feet of the 
young emperor, and to receive without a mur« 
mur the ftroke of the executioner: it was not 
without rcluQance that he liftened to the voice of 
reafon, which inculcated the facred duty of faving 
bis family and friends, and proved that he could 
only fave them by drawing the fword and aflUming 
the Imperial title. 
cantacu- In the ftrong city of Demotica, his peculiar 
fumes* the dpniaip, . the einperor John Cantacuzenus was 

purphf 

*.7 Nic. Gregoras (1. xii, c. 5.) ^onfcfles the innocence and virtues 
of Cantacuzenus, the guilt and flagitious vices of Apocaucus j nor docs he 
diffembJc the motive of his perfonal and religious enmity to the former j 
wr h iub xMuuv aXKtaVf eUTiojs Vfeunaroi tdj tw oKm fjb>|fy mat 




OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 377 

invefted with the purple bulkins : his right-lcg chap, 
was clothed by his noble kinfmen, the left by the ■■-. ^^ 
Latin chiefs, on whom he conferred the order of ^' ^' 
knighthood. But even in this aft of revolt, he ^^^-afi! 
was ftill ftudious of loyalty; and the titles of John 
Palaeologus and Anne of Savoy were* proclaimed 
before nis own name and that of his wife Irene. 
Such vain ceremony is a thin difguife of rebel- 
lion, nor are there perhaps any perfonal wrongs 
that can authorife a fubjeft to take arms againft 
his fovereign : but the want of preparation and 
fuccefs may confirm the affurance of the ufurper, 
that this decifive ftep was the effeft of neceffity 
rather than of choice. Conftantinople adhered to 
the young emperor : the king of Bulgaria was 
invited to the relief of Adrianople : the principal 
cities of Thrace and Macedonia, after fome hefi- 
tation, renounced their obedience to the great 
domeftic ; and the leaders of the troops and pro* 
vinces were induced, by their private, intereflr, 
to prefer the loofe dominion of a woman and a 
pried. The army of Cantacuzene, in fixteeu 
divifions, was ftationed on the banks of the Me- 
las to tempt or intimidate the capital: it was 
difperfed by treachery or fear ; and the ofBcers, 
more efpecially the mercenary Latins, accepted 
the bribes, and embraced the fervice, of the By- 
zantine court. After this lofs, the rebel emperor 
(he fluftuated between the two charafters) took 
the road of Theffalonica with a chofen remnant ; 
but he failed in his enterprife on that important 
place ; and he was clofely purfued by the great 
duke, his enemy Apocaucus, at the head of a 

fuperior 
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CHAP, fuperior power by fea and land. Drircn from the 
coaft, in his march, or rather flight, into the 
mouncains of Servia, Cantacuzene aflembled his 
troops to fcnitinize thofe who were worthy and 
willing to accompany his broken fortuhes. A 
bafe majority bowed and retired; and his trufty 
band was diminifhed to two thoufand, and at lad 
to five hundred, volunteers. The Cral^^^ or 
defpot of the Servians, received him with gene- 
rous . hofpitality ; but the ally was infenfibly de- 
jpraded to a fuppliant, an hoftage, a captive ; and, 
in this miferable dependence, he waited at the 
door of the Barbarian, who could difpofe of the 
life and liberty of a Roman emperor. The mod 
tempting oflFers could not perfuade the cral to 
violate his truft ; but he foon inclined to the 
ftronger fide ; and his friend was difmifled with- 
out injury to a new viciffitude of hopes and perils. 

The civil Near fix years the flame of difcord burnt with 
a' d. various fuccefs and unabated rage : the cities 
were drftradted by the faflion of the nobles and 
the plebeians : the Cantacuzeni and Palaeologi ; 
and the Bulgarians, the Servians, and the 
Turks, were invoked on both fides as the inftru- 
ments of private ambition and the common ruin. 

*S Tke princes of Ser»ia« (Ducange, Famil. Dahnaticae, &c. c. », 3, 
4. 9.) were ftyled Defpots id Greek, an(l Cralj an their native idiom 
(Ducang«, Gloff. Grace, p. 751.). That title, the equivalent of kin^. 
appears to be of Sclavonic origin, from whence it has been borrowed by the 
Hungariaosy tJie modem Greeks, and even by the Turks (Leunclavius, 
Pandcd. Turc. p 412.), who refcrvc the name of Padiiliah for the em- 
peror. To obtain the latter inrtead of the former, is the ambition of 
the Fnnch at Coaftaatinopte (Avertiilcnicnt a THiftoirc dc Timur Bee, 
P- 39- )• 

The 
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The regent deploried the calamities, of which he ^ ^/Jj^' 

%as the author and vidim : and his own expe- ^^^^^u""^^ 

ri^nce might didate a juft and lively remark on 

the different nature of foreign and civil wan 

** The former/' faid he, " is the external warmth 

** of fummer, always tolerable, and often bene^ 

** ficial ; the latter is the deadly heat of a fever, 

** which confumes without a remedy the vitals of 

** the conftitution * V 

The introduftion of barbarians and favages viaoryoc 
into the contefts of civilized nations, is a mea« 
fure pregnant with Ihame and mifchief j which 
the intereft of the moment may compel, but 
which is reprobated by the bed principles of hu# 
manity and r^afon. It is the prafltice of both 
fides to accufe their enemies of the guilt of the 
firft alliances ; and thofe \vho foil in their nego* 
ciations, are loudeft in their cenfure of the ex- 
ample which they envy, and would gladly imitate. 
The Turks of Afia were Icfs barbarous perhaps 
than the (hepherds of Bulgaria and Servia ; but 
their religion rendered them the implacable foes 
of Rome and Chriftianity. To acquire the friend* 
Ihip of their emirs, the two fa&ions vied with 
each other in bafenefs and profufion : the dexte- 
rity of Cantacuzene obtained the preference : but 
the fuccour and victory were dearly purchafed by 
the marriage of his daughter with an infidel, the 
captivity of many thoufand Chriftians, and the 
paffage of the Ottomans into Europe, the laft and 

^ Nic Cngorasy L xlu c 14. It is furprUingy that Cantacuzene has 
|ipt infeTtc4 this juft and lively image in his own writings. 

fatal 
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CHAP, fatal ftroke in the fall pf the Roman empire. The 
inclining fcale wafl decided in his favour by the 
death of Apocaucus, the juft, though fingular, 
retribution of his crimes. A crowd of nobles or 
plebeians, whom he feared or hated, had been 
feized by his orders in the capital and the pro* 
yinces; and the old palace of Conftantine was 
afligned for the place of their confinement. Some 
alterations in raifing the walls, and narrowing 
the cells, had been ingenioufly contrived to pre- 
vent their efcape, and aggravate their mifery; 
and the work was inceflantly preflft^d by the daily 
vifits of the tyrant. His guards watched at the 
gate, and as he flood in the inner-court to over- 
look the architeds, without fear or fufp cion, he 
was aflaulted and laid breathlefs on the ground, 
by two refolute prifoners of the Palaeologian race '% 
who were armed with flicks, and animated by 
defpair. On the rumour of revenge and liberty, 
the captive multitude broke their fetters, fortified 
their^ prifon, and expofed from the battlement^ 
the tyrant's head, prefuming on the favour of 
the people and the clemency of the emprefs. 
Anne of Savoy might rejoice in the fall of ai^ 
haughty and ambitious minifter, but while (he 
delayed to refolve or to aS, the populace, more 
efpecially the mariners, were excited by the widow 
of the great duke to a feditbn, an aflfault, and 
a maflacre. The prifoners (of whom the far 

* 

30 The two avengers were both Palaeoiogi, who might refent, wfth royal 
indignatioDy the flaame of their chains. The tragedy of Apocaucus may 
i^ienre ft peculiar rderoice to Cantacozene (L iii. «• 66.) and Nic. Gregoras 
(1. XIY. c. xo.]* 

ii. . gteater 
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greater part were guiltlefs or inglorious of the c h a p.* 
deed) efcaped to a neighbouring church : they 
were ilaughtered at the foot of the altar ; and in 
his death the monfler was not lefs bloody and 
venomous than in bis life. Yet his talents alone 
upheld the caufe of the young emperor ; and his 
furviving affociates, fufpicious of each other, 
abandoned the conduft of the war, and rejefted 
the faireft terms of accommodation. In the be- 
ginning of the difpute, the emprefs felt and com- 
plained, that flie was deceived by the enemies of 
Cantacuzene : . the. patriarch was employed to 
preach againft the forgivenefs of injuries ; and 
her promife of immortal hatred was fealed by an 
oath, under the penalty of excommunication^'. 
But Anne foon learned to hate without a teacher : 
(he beheld the misfortunes of the empire with the 
indifference of a ftranger : her jealoufy was ex^^ 
afperated by .the competition of a rival emprefs 5 
and on the firft fymptoms of a more yielding tem- 
per, flie threatened the .patriarch to convene a 
fynod, and degradje him from his ofBce. Their 
incapacity and difcord would have afforded the 
moil decifive adyantage; but the civil war was 
protraded by the weaknefs of both parties; and 
the moderation of Cantacuzene has not efcaped 
the reproach of timidity and indolence. He fuc- 
ceOively recovered the provinces and cities ; and 
the realm qf hiai pupil was meafured by the walls 



)x Cantacuzene accufes the patriarch, and fpares the emprefs, the mother 
of his fovereign (1. Hi. 33, 34. )> again A whom Nic. Gregoras exprelTes a 
particular animofity (1. xiv. 10, 11. xv> $.)• ^^ is trae» tliat they do noe 
ipeak exu&ly of the fame time. 

of 
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of Conftantinople ; but the metropolis alone tovau 
terbalanced the reft of the empire ; nor could h6 
attempt that important conqueft till he had k^ 
cured in his favour the public voice and a pri.* 
vate correfpondence. An Italian, of the name of 
Facciolati32^ had fucceeded to the ofSce of great 
duke : the (hips, the guards, and. the golden gate» 
were fubjeft to his command ; but his humble 
ambition was bribed to become the indrument of 
treachery ; and the revolution was accompliflie^ 
without danger or bloodfhed. Deftitute of the 
powers of refiftance, or the hope of relief, the in- 
flexible Anne would have ftill defended the pa« 
lace, and have fmiled to behold the capital in 
flames, rather than in the pofleffion of a rival. 
8he yielded to the prayers of her friends and ene- 
mies ; and the treaty was dilated by the con- 
queror, who profeiTed a loyal and zealous attach- 
ment to the fou of his benefador. The mar- 
riage of his daughter with John Palaeologus was 
at length confummated: the hereditary right of 
the pupil was acknowledged ; but the foie ad- 
miniftration during ten years was vefted in the 
guardian. Two emperors and three emprefles 
were feated on the Byzantine throne ; and a ge- 
neral amnefty quieted the apprchenfions, and 
confirmed the property, of the meft guilty fub- 
jcds. The feflival of the coronation and nup- 
tials was celebrated with the appearances of con- 
cord and magnificence, and both were equally 

I» The traitor and treafon arc revealed by Nic Gregoras (1. xv. c. 8.): 
kat the name U won difcrectly fupprcflld by his great accompUce (Cania- 
cu2eiu 1. iii. c. 99.}. 

^ fallacious. 
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fallacious. During the late troubles, the trea- ^^xu/' 
fures of the ftate, and even the furniture of the i- -y -^ 
palace, had been alienated or embezzled: the 
royal banquet was ferved in pewter or earthen- 
ware; and fuch was the proud poverty of the 
times, that the abfence of gold and jewels was 
fupplied by the paltry artifices of glafs and gilt- 
leather ^K 

I haften to conclude the perfonal hiftory of ^^f c*aL 
John Cantacuzene ^*. He triumphed and reign- ucm^^e, 
ed ; but his reign and triumph were clouded by isVt* 
the difcontent of his own and the adverfe faOioa. -^^^.^ 
His followers . might ftyle the general amnefty, ^^^5^ 
an ad of pardon for his enemies, and of oblivion 
for his friends " : in his caufe their eftates had 
been forfeited or plundered ; and as they wandered 
naked and hungry through the ftreets, rhey curfed 
the felfifti generofity of a leader ; who, on tl>c 
throne of the empire, might relinquifli without 
merit his private inheritance. The adherents of 
the emprefs blufhed to hold their lives and for- 
tunes by the precarious favour of an ufurpcr; 

ti Nic. Grcj. 1. XV. ii. There were however tome true pearls, bm 
very thinly fprinklcd. The reft of the ftones had only. vMcmAovffm xjxuay 

'XfOi TO ^Mvyti* 

34 From his return to Conftantinople, Cantacuzcne continues hJs hiftory, 
and that of the empire, one year beyond the abdication of bis fon MatUiew, 
A. D. 1357 (I. iv. c, I— 50. p. 705— 911. )• Niccphorus Grcgotas end» 
with the fynod of Conftantinople, in the year 1351 (1. xxii. c. 3. p. 660. the 
reft to the conclufion of the xxiv**» book, p. 717. is all controvcrfy) 5 and 
his fourteen laft books are ftiil MSS. in the king of France's library. 

35 The emperor (Cantacuzen. 1. iv. c. i.) reprefcnts his own virtue*, 
and Nic. Gregoras (1. xv. c. 11.) the complaints of his friends, who fuflTcred 
by Its effc&s. I have lent thcna the words of our poor cavaliers after the 
reftoration. 

15 and 
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CRAP, and the third of revenge was concealed by a 
, ,"^'^ tender concern for the fuccefllon, and even the 
fafety, of her fon. They were juftly alarmed by 
a petition of the friends of Cantacuzene, that 
they might be releafed from their oath of alle* 
glance to the Palsologi ; and entrufted with the 
defence of fome cautionary towns; a meafure 
fupported with argument and eloquence ; and 
which was rejected (fays the Imperial hiftorian) 
** by my fublime, and almoft incredible, virtue." 
His repofe was difturbed by the found of plots 
and feditions ; and he trembled left the lawful 
prince fhould be ftolen away by fome foreign or 
domeftic enemy, who would infcribe his name 
and his wrongs in the banners of rebellion. As 
the fon of Andronicus advanced in the years of 
manhood,' he began to feel and to aft for him- 
felf; and his rifing ambition was rather flimu- 
lated than checked by the imitation of his father's 
vices. If we may truft his own profeflions, Can- 
tacuzene laboured with honeft induftry to correct 
thefe fordid and fenfual appetites, and to raife 
the mind of the young prince to a level with his 
fortune. In the Servian expedition, the two em- 
perors ftewed themfelves in cordial harmony to 
the troops and provinces ; and the younger col- 
league was initiated by the elder in the myfterles 
of war and government. After the conclufion of 
the peace, Palaeologus was left at Theffalonica, 
a royal refidence, and a frontier ftation, to fecure 
by his abfence the peace of Conftantinople, and 
to withdraw his youth from the temptations of 
a luxurious capital. But the diftance weakened 

the 
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the powers of control,* and the fon of Andronictis p h a p. 

" * T Y III 

was furroundedwith artful or unthinking compa- v,^.,^^.'^ 
iiions^' who taught him to hate his guardian, to 
deplore his exile, and to vindicate his rights. A 
private treaty with the cral or defpot of Servia, 
was foon followed by an open revolt; and Cantar 
cuzene, on the throi^e of the elder Andronicus, 
defended the caufe of age and prerogative, which 
in his. youth he had fo vigoroufly attacked. At 
his rcqueft, the emprcfs mother undertook the 
voyage of Theffalonica, and the office of media- 
tion : (he returned without fuccefs ; and unlefs 
Anne of Savoy was inftrufted by adverfity, we 
may doubt the fincerity, or at lead the fervour, 
of her zeal. - While the regent grafped the fceptre 
with a firm and vigorous hand, (he. had been in- 
ftrufted to declare, that the ten years of his legal 
adminiftration would foon clapfe ; andrthat, after 
a full trial of the vanity of-the world, the empcr 
ror Cantacuzene fighed for therepofe of a cloyfter, 
and was ambitious only of an heavenly crown. 
Had thefe fentiments been genuine, his voluntary 
abdication would have reftored the peace of the 
empire, and his confcience would have been re- 
lieved by an aft of jufticc. Palseologus alone was John Pa. 
refponfible for his future government ; and what* ukes^up 
ever might \>t his vices, they were furely lefs for- h-^r^''"^ 
midable than the calamities .of a civil war, in a, o. 1353* 
which the Barbarians and infidels were again iii- 
vited to aflift the Greeks in their mutual deftruc- 
tion. By the . arms of the • Turks, who now 
ftruck a deep and everlafting root in Europe; 
Cantacuzene prevailed in the third conted in 
" VoJL. XI. C c ' " wliich 
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CHAP, which he had been involved ; and the young em* 
peror, driven from the Tea and land, was com* 
pelled to take (belter among the Latins of the ifle 
of Tenedo8« His infolence and obftinacy pro* 
yoked the vt&or to a ftep which mud render the 
quarrel irreconcilable: and the afibciation of his 
fon Matthew^ whom be invefted with the pur- 
ple, eftabliflied the fucceflion in the family of 
the Cantacuzeni. But Conftantinople was (till 
attached to the blood of her ancient princes : 
and this laft injury accelerated the reftoration of 
the rightful heir. A noble Genoefe efpoufed the 
caufe of Palaeologus, obtained a promife of his 
lifter, and atchieved the revolution with two gal- 
lies and two thoufand five hundred auxiliaries. 
Under the pretence of diftrefs^ they were ad- 
mitted into the lefler port; a gate was opened, 
and the Latin (boat of, *^ long life and vidory 
•* to the emperor, John Palaeologus !*' was an- 
iWered by a general ri(ing in his favour. A nu- 
merous and loyal party yet adhered to the flandard 
of Cantacuzene : but be aflerts in his hiftory (does 
he hope for belief?) that his tender confcience 
rejefted the afiurance of conqueft ; that, in free 
obedience to the voice of religion and philofophy, 
he defcended from the throne, and embraced 
with pleafure the monaftic habit and profeffion ^. 
So foon as he ceafed to be a prince^ his fucceflbr 
was not unwilling that he fbould be a faint : the 



V 



36 The»wl[ward«pol0gyolCantacteefic(Llv. «<f^— 4^.), whorelaicsy 

with vifible confufion^ hk <own downfall, nfay be fi||>pli«d by the Judk ac 
ciu^te, but more boncft narratives of Matthew ViUani (1. iv« c. 45. In the 
'Script Rtntm Xtat te«i« adv. p. ait.} and D«cat (e. 10^ »i.). 

temsAxd&t 
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tethamder of his life was devoted to piety and chap. 

learning ; in the cells of Conftantinople and mount v, ,.w 

Athos, the monk joafaph was^refpefted as the ^^q^^^I^"^^ 
temporal and fpiritual father of the emperor ; and *ene, 
i£ he iflued fxom hjs retreat, it was as the minifttx jaiiinry!^^* 
-of peace, to fubdue the obflinacy, and folicit the 
pardon, of hi^ rebellious fon ". 

Yet in the cloyfter, the mind of Cantacuzenje Difputecon. 

^ ' ' cernipg the • 

was dill exercifed by theological war. He fhsurpened I'g^t of 
a copiroverfial pen againft the Jews and Ma- xhator, 
hometans^*; s^nd' in every ftate he defended with ^^-^n^ 
equal seal the divine Ught of Mount Thabor, 
a memorable queftion whjlch confummates the 
religious follies <^f the Gr^ks. The ^rs of - 
India ^, and the monks of the Oriental church, 
were aHke perfuaded, that in total abftradion of 
the Acuities of the mind and body, the purer 
fpirit mayafcend to the enjoyment and vifion of 
the Deity. The opinion and pradUqe of the mo* 
aafteries of mount Athos ^ will be beft repre- 

fented 

17 Can^acuzepe, In the year ^yj^% wai bonoored with a letter from the 
pope (Fieury, Hid* Ecclef. torn. xx. p. 250.). His death is placed by 
«%fpcftahtie authority on the fto^ pf Npvenikber 1411 (Docange Fam. 
py^ant. p. 260.)* But if he were of the age of his companion Andronicus 
the. Younger, ^emufl have lived 16 years } a rare infUnce of longevity, 
which in fo illiiArtotis a perfon w^uM tnve atttaAed ai^verlal notift. 

SS His foar difcoarfesy or books, were printed at Bafil 1543 (Fabric 
Bibliot. GrKc. torn- vi* p. 473 )• He compofed them to fatisly a profelyto 
who was aff^ulted with Icttcrt from his friends of 1/paban. Cantacuzent 
liad read the Koran ; hut I anderftand from Maracci, that he adopts the v«l- 
gar prejudices and fables a^inft Mahomet and his religion^ 

^ ^9 .^e.tiie Voy^^^ de Befn|er» tpm. i. p. 117. 

4* Moftcisiii inftttHU 1^. jEcclfC p» ^u, 5^3. .F|ct»7» Hlft. Ecckf. 
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CHAP, fented in the words of an abbot, who flourilhed 

LXIII. 

in the eleventh century. •* When thou art alone 
^* in thy cell," fays the afcetic teacher, ^* Ihut 
*'. thy door, and feat • thyfelf in a comer ; raife 
•' thy mind above all things vain and tranfitory ; 
** recline thy beard and chin on thy breaft ; 
•* turn thy eyes and thy thought towards the 
** middle of thy belly, the region of the navel ; 
** and fearch the place of the heart, the feat of 
•* the foul. At firft, all will be dark and com- 
fortlefs ; but if you perfevere day and night, 
you will feel an ineffable joy; and no Iboner 
has the foul difcovered the place of the heart, 
^^ than it is involved in a . myftic and etherial 
** Ught.** This light, the produdion of a dif- 
tempered fancy, the creature of an empty fto- 
mach and an empty brain, was adored by the 
Quietifts as the pure and perfeft elTence of God 
himfelf ; and as long as the folly was confined to 
mount Athos, the fimple folitaries were not in* 
quifitive how the divine eflence could be a nu/^- 
rial fubftance, or how an immaterial fubftance 
could be perceived by the eyes of the body. But 
in the reign of the younger Andronicus, thefe 
monafteries were vifiied by Barlaam^% a Cala- 
brian monk, who was equally (killed in philo- 

tom. XX. p. 2%. 24. 1*7 — 1 14» &c. The fbnner unfolds the canlcs with 
the jadsment of a philoibpber, the latter tnmfciibes and tmiiUtcs with cbt 
prejudices ci a catholic priefi. 

4< Bafnage (in Caoifii Antiq. Ledtooes,' torn. iv« p. 363— •36S.) lias in* 
▼eftigated the cbarader and filSy of B.arlaann. The daplicity of bis opinioas 
had inspired fome doubts of tbe identity of liis peiibiu See fikcwife Fa« 
bridus (Bibliot. Grec. togi. X. p. 4^7<-^3«.y. 

fopby 
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fbphy and theology; who poflefled the languages c h a 
of the Greeks and Latins ; and whofe verfatile 
genius could maintain their oppofite creeds, ac- 
cording to the intereft of the moment. The in*, 
difcretion of an afcetic revealed to th^ curious 
traveller the fecrets of mental prayer ; and Bar- 
laani embraced the opportunity of ridiculing the 
Quietifls, who placed the foul in the navel ; of 
accufmg the monks of mount Athos of herefy 
and blafphemy. His attack compelled the more 
learned to renounce or diffemble the fimple devo- 
tion of their brethren; and Gregory Palama? 
introduced a fcholaftic diftindion between the 
effence and operation of God. His inacceffiblc 
eflfence dwells in the midft of an uncreated and 
eternal light ; and this beatific vifion of the faints 
had l)een manifefted to the difciples on mount 
Thabor, in the transfiguration of Chrift. Yet 
this diftin&ion could not efcape the reproach of 
polytheifm ; the eternity of the light of Thabor 
vas fiercely denied ; and Barlaam flill charged 
the Palamites with holding two eternal fubftancesr, 
a vifible and an invifible God. From the rage 
of the monks of mount Athos, who threatened 
his life, the Calabrian retired to Conftantinople^ 
where his fmooth and fpecious manners introduced 
him to the favour of the great domeftic and th^ 
emperor. The court and the city were involved 
in this theological difpute, which flamed amidfl 
the civil war ; but the doflrine of Barlaam was 
difgraced by his flight and apoflacy : the Pala*- 
mites triumphed; and their adverfary, the pa- 
triarch John of Apriy was depofed by the gonfent 

C c 3 of 



p 



i?0 

CHAP. 

VXllU 



lilablifli- 

mcntofthe 

Cenoefe at 

Pera w Ca- 

lau, 

A. D. ii6f 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 

of the adverfe faAions of the ftate. In the cha* 
ra£Ver of emperor and iheologian, Cahtacuzene 
prefided in the fynod of the Greek thurcb, which 
eftablifhed, as an article of faith, the uncreated 
Kght of mount Thabor; and, after fo many in« 
fults, the reafon of mankind was: (lightly wounded 
by the addittoh of a fingle abfurdity. Many 
rolls of paper or parchment have been blotted ; 
and the impenitent feftaries, who refuTed to fub« 
fcribe the orthodox creed, were deprived of the 
honours of Chriftian burial ; but in the next a^ 
the qUeftion was forgotten ; nor can I learn that the 
axe or the faggot were employed for the extirpatioil 
of the Barlaamite herefy ^\ 

For the conclufion of this chapter, I have re- 
ferved the Genoefe war, which ihook the throne 
of Catit^cuzenei and betrayed the debility df tht 
Greek empire. The Genoefe, who, after th^ 
recovery of Conftantinople, were feated in the 
fuburb of Pera or Galata^ received that honour- 
kble fief from the bounty of the efnperor. They 
were indulged in the ufe of rheir laws and magi- 
ftrates; but they fubtnitted to the duties g{ vaf- 
£ils and fiibjeds : the forcible Word of liegemen ^ 



4* SiM Cantocuicne (L U. c. f9» 40. L iv. c. 3. %^, S3|, S5«)» and Nict 
Grcsoras (I. xL C 10.' 1. xv. 3. 7, tec), whoie laft books, fro'm't&e xix'* 
to the xXiv*", are almod confined to a kthj^ h interefting to <he aiifbQrs. 
kliomn (in Vit. Nic. Gregonr ), lirom the unpuhlidied books, and Fabricius 
(Ribliot. Crsc* torn. x. p^ 464 — 47) \ or rather Montfao^on, fr6m tht 
if S>» of tHc Cblflin librafy, have Added fotne Ui6t* and ddcomenet. 

41 Fachymer (1. ▼. c. iD.) Very property ^explains Xi^ Y/i^lif^ 1>yJ^« 
^e ure of thefe words In the Greek and t at|n of the ieodal timesi may he 
amply underilood from tlie GbflQu'icy of DwcJinje (Grcc p. $1X9 Sia* 
Latin, torn. it. p. io^'gn,} • 
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"wa^ borrowed from the Latin jurifprudence ; and chap. 
their fod^a^ or chief, before he entered on hig ^J*-^^??^ 
office, faluted the emperor with loyal acclama- 
tions and vow$ of fidelity. Genoa fealed a firm 
alliance with the Greeks; and, in cafe of a de« 
feniive war, a fupply of fifty empty gallies, and a 
fuccour of fifty gallies completely armed and 
Planned, was promifed by the republic to the em«^ 
pire. In the revival of a naval force, it was the. 
aim of Michael Palasologus to deliver himfelf from 
a foreign aid 4 and his vigorous government con^ 
tained the Genoefe of Galata within thofe limit$ 
which the infolence of wealth and freedom pro- 
voked them to exceed. A failor threatened that 
they (bould foon be mafters of Conftantinople, 
and flew the Greek who refented this national 
affront; and an armed veflfel, after refufing tp 
falute the palace, was guilty of fome a£ts of 
piracy in the ' Black Sea* Their countrymen 
threatened to fupport their caufe; but the long 
and open village of Galata was inilantly furrounded 
by the I^nperial troops; till, in the moment of 
the affault, the proftrate Genoefe implored the 
clemency of their fovereign. The defencelef^ 
fituation which fecured their obedience, expoftpd 
them to the attack of their Venetian rivals, who, 
in the reign of the elder Andronicus, prefumed 
to violate the majefty of the throne. On the ap- 
proach of their fleets, the Genoefe, with their 
fsimilies and effects, retired into the city: their 
empty habitations were reduced to aflies; and 
the feeble prince, who had viewed the deftrudbn 
of his fuburb, exprefled his refentment, not by 

C c 4 arms» 
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CHAP, arms,- but by ambafladors. This misfortune^ 
however, was advantageous to the Genoefe^ who 
obtained, and imperceptibly abufed^ the danger- 
ous licence of furrounding Galata with a ftrong 
wall ; of introducing into the ditch the waters of 
the fea ; of erefting lofry turrets ; and of mount- . 
i'ng a train of military engines on the rampart. 
The narrow bounds in which they had been cir- 
cumfcribed, were infufficient for the growing 
colony ; each day they acquired fome addition of 
Janded property ; and the adjacent hills were 
covered with their villas and caftles, which they 
joined and protefted by new fortifications **. The 
navigation and trade of the Euxine was the patri- 
mony of the Greek emperors, who commanded 
the narrow entrance, the gates, as it were, of 
that inland fea. In the mgn of Michael Palaeo- 
logus, their prerogative was acknowledged by 
the fultan of Egypt, who folicited and obtained 
the liberty of fending an annual fhip for the pur- 
chafe of flaves in Circaffia and the Lefler Tartary ; 
a liberty pregnant with mifchief to the Chriftian 
caufe ; fince thefe youths were transformed by 
education and difcipline into the formidable Ma- 
malukes ^K From the * colony of Pera, the Ge- 

noefc 



44 The e/labliflimtnt and progrefs of the Genoefe at Pcra, or GaUta, Is 
((scribed ^.DDcapgc (C. P. Chriftiana> 1. i. p. 68, 69.) from the Byzantine 
biAorians> Faehymer (i. ii. p. 35. ]. v. 10. 30. i* ix. 15. ]. xii. 6* p.), Ni- 
cephorus Gregoraa (I. v. c. 4. h vi. c. ii. ]. ix. c. 5. 1. xi. c. i. ]. xv, 
c. I. 6.)» and Cantacuzene (]. i. c. 12. I. ii* c. t^. Sec) 

45 Both Pachymer (I iii. c. 3, 4, 5.) and Nic. Grcgoras (1. iv. c. 7.) 

underhand and deplore the efie^s of thiy dangerous indul- 
gence. ClbarB, fultan of Bgypt, bi(ufelf a Tartar^ but a devdde 
K' -.' ■'• . • • Mufut 
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lk>efe engaged with fuperior advantage Jn the chap. 
lucrative trade of the Black Sea ; and their in- — ^-.^ 
duftry fupplied the Greeks with fifli and corn; ^„^;;X^^ 
fwo articles of food almoft equally important to a ic«ce, 
foperftitious people. The fpontaneous bounty of 
natore appears to have beftowed the harvefts of 
the Ukraine, the produce of a rude and favage 
hufbandry ; and the endlefs exportation of fait 
fifli and caviar is annually renewed by the enor- 
mous fturgeons that are caught at the mouth of the 
Don or Tanais, in their lafl: ftation of the rich 
mud and fliallow water of the Maeotis*^ The 
waters of the Oxus, the Cafpian, the Volga, and 
the Don, opened a rare and laborious paffage for 
the gems and fpices of India; and, after three 
months march, the caravans of Carizme met the 
Italian veffels in the harbours of Crimaea ^\ Thefc 
various branches of trade were monopolifed by 
the diligence and power of the Genoefe. Their 
rivals of Venice and Pifa were forcibly expelled ; 
the natives were awed by the caftles and cities, 
which arofe on the foundations of their humble 
factories ; and their principal eftablifhment of 

Mufuiman* obtained fiotn the children of Zingis the pernuflion to 
build a (lately mofch in che capital of Crimea (de Gui^ncs^ Hi(U des 
Huns, torn. iii. p. 343.)* 

46 Chardin (Vojages en Perfe, torn. i. p. 4?^.) was aflfured at Caffa, 
that thefe fiihes were fometimes twenty.four or twenty -fix feet long, 
weii^hed eight or nine l.undred pounds, and yielded three or four quintals 
of caviar. The corn of the Bofphorus had fupplied the Athenians in the 
time of Demoftlwnes. 

• 47 De Guigncs, Hift. des Huns, torn. iii. p. 343, 344. Viaggi di 
RamuHo, torn..!, fol. 400. But this land or water carriage cpuld only he 
practicable when Tartary was united under a wife and powerful mo- 
narch* * 

t3 . Caffa 
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^ucm.^* Caffa** was befieged without cffcft by the Tartar 
^■^^M-*» powers. Deftitute of a navy, the ♦ Greeks were 
opprefled by thefe haughty mercbants, who fed» 
or famiflied Conilantinoplet according to their 
intereft. They proceeded to ufurp the cuftoms, 
the fiOiery, and even the toll, of the Bofpborus ; 
and while they derived from thefe objeds a 
revenue of two hundred tboudmd pieces of gold, a 
remnant of thirty thoufand was relufbntly allowed 
to the emperor ^. The colony of Pera or Gaiata 
a£ted, in peace and war, as an independent (tale ; 
and, as it will happen in diftant fettlements, the 
Genoefe podefta too oftem forgot that he was the 
fervant of his own mafters* 
luii^hT Thefe ufurpations were * encouraged by the 
ei.pcror wcaknefs of the elder Andronicus, and by the 
zcnc, civil wars that affli<5led his age and the minority 
^^•'348- q£ JjJj gfandfon. The talents of Cantacuzene^ 
were employed to the ruin, rather than the refto« 
ration, of the empire ; and after his domeftic 
victory, he was condemned to an ignominious 
trial, whether the Greeks or the Genoefe Siould 
reign in Condantinople. The merchants of Pera 
were offended by his refufal of fome contiguous 
lands, fome commanding heights, which they 
propofed to cover with new fortifications ; and in 
the abfence of the emperor, who was detained at 
Demotica by iicknefs, they ventured to brave the 

J' 

4S Nic. GregoFts (1. xiiu c. is.) is juHiciout and •weU^mfonrndMi tbt 
trade and cotoiuies of tiie Blafck Sea. C\\9ri&B 4ercnbes the preicnt rvina of 
Ca^a, where, in forty days, he (kw abuve 400 fail employed in the com 
and fi/h trade (Voyages en Perfc, torn. L p. 46««i4S.}. 

49 See Nic. Gregoras, 1. xvii. g« i. 

debility 
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debility of i female reign. A Byzantine Teffel^ chap. 
which had prefumed to filh at the mouth of the 
harbour, was funk by tbefe audacious ftrangers ; 
the fifliernien wtre murdered. Inftead of fuing" 
for pardon» the Geuoefe demanded fatisfaftioni 
required, in aH haughty (train, that the Oreeks 
ihould renounce the exercife of navigation ; iind 
encountered with regular arms the firft fallies of 
the popular indignation. They inftantly occupied 
the debateable land ; and by the labour of a whole 
people, of either fex and of every age, the wall 
was raifed, and the ditch was funk, with incre- 
dible fpeed. At the fame time, they attacked 
tod burnt two Byzanrine galfies ; while the three 
dthers, the remainder of the Imperial navy, efcaped 
from their hands : the habitations without the 
gates, or along the fliore^ were pillaged and de« 
ftroyed } and the care of the regent, of the em- 
]>reft Ifene^ was tonfined to the prefervation of 
die city* The rAurn of Gantacuzene difpelled 
the public conftemation ; the emperor inclined 
to peaceful counfels ; but he yielded to the ob(li« 
nacy of his enemies, who rejected all realnnable 
tetins, and to the ardour of his fubje£ts, who 
tbreatenedi fai the ftyle of Scripture, to break 
Ihem in pieces like a potter's vefiet. Tet they 
teludantly paid the taxes, that he impofed for 
dse conftrudioii of fiiips, aftd the expences of 
llie war{ and as the two nations were mafters, 
the one of the land, the olher of the fea, Goa« 
ftandnople and Peta were prefled by tlie «vtls of 
a mmual fiege^ The merdHOits of the colony^ 
who had believed tbataftwdays woaid terminate 

the 
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CHAP, the war, already murmured at their loflfes : the 
^_,-^-^^ fuccours from their mother-country were delayed 
by the fa£tion& of Genoa ; and the mod cautious 
embraced the opportunity of a Rhodian veffel • to 
remove their families and e&fls from the fcene 
DeiirvAioa of hoftility. In the fpring, the Byzantine iieet^ 
Aa 13*4^' feven gallies and a train of fmaller veffek, iffued 
from the mouth of the harbour, and fteered in a 
fmgle line along the fhore of Pera ; unfkilfully 
prefenting their fides to the beaks of the adverfe 
fquadron. The crews were compofed of peafants 
and mechanics; nor was their ignorance com- 
penfated by the native courage of Barbarians : 
the wind was ftrong, the waves were rough ; and 
no fooner did the Greeks perceive a diftant and 
inactive enemy » than they leaped headlong into 
the fea, from a doubtful, to an inevitable peril. 
The troops that marched to the attack of the 
lines of Pera were ftruck at the faipe moment 
with a (imilar panic ; and the Genoefe were afto- 
niflied^ and almofl aihamed, at their double vic- 
tory. • Their triumphant veffels, crowned with 
flowers, and dragging after them the.captiye gal- 
lies, repeatedly pafied and repafled before the. 
palace : the only virtue of the emperor was pati- 
ence i and the hope of revenge his fole confola- 
tion. Yet the diftrefs of both parties interpofed 
a temporary agreement; and the fhame of the 
empire was difguifed by a thin veil of dignity 
and power. Siunmoning the chiefs of the co- 
lony, Cantacuzene affefled to defpife the trivial 
obje£t of the debate; and, after a mild reproof, 
moil liberally granted thp lands, which had been 

pre- 
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vloufly refigned to the feeming cuf^ody of his chap. 

officers '». J±'^ 

• But the emperor was foon foUcifed to violate viaoryof 

the "treaty, and to join his arms with the Ve- over the 

•netians, the perpetual enemies of Genoa and s^nTcrleL, 

•her colonies. While he compared the reafons of a. d. 1352, 

^ » Feb, ij, 

.peace and war, his moderation was provoked by 
a wanton infult . of the inhabitants of Pera, who 
difcharged from their rampart a large ftone that 
fell in the midft of Conftantinople. On his juft 
complaint, they coldly blamed the imprudence of 
•their engineer; but the next day the infult was 
repeated, and they exulted in a fecond proof that 
the royal city was not beyond the reach of their 
artillery. ^ Cantacuzene inftantly figned his treaty 
-with the Venetians ; but the weight of the Ro- 
man empire was fcarcely felt in the balance of 
thefe opulent and powerful republics ''. From 
the ftreights of Gibraltar to the mouth of the 
Tanais, their fleets encountered each other with 
various fuccefs; and a memorable battle was 
. fought in the narrow (ea, under the walls of Con- 
ftantinople. It would not be an eafy talk to recon- 
cile the accounts of the Greeks, the Venetians, 
and the Genoefe^j and while I depend on the 

narrativp 

JO The events of this war are rdated by Cantacuzene (1. lv» c. ii.) with 
cbfcurity and corifufion, and by Nic. Gregorat (1. xvil. c. i— -7.) in a clear 
' aAd honeft narrative. The prieft was lefs refpbnfible than the prince for 
'the defeat of the fleet. . > 

5x The fecond war is darkly told by Cantacuzene (1. iv. c. iS. p. 24, 25. 
'4l^-«-)2.)> ^^ wiflies to difguife what he dares not deny. I regret this 
|Nnt of Nic Gfiegotaty which is Aill in MS. at Paris. . ■ ^ . t 

^ £t Muratori (Annali d'ltalia, torn, xit* p. 144.) refers to the mod 



ancient 
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« HA P. fiarrative of an impartial hiftorian '% I (hall bor- 
row from each nation the fadtt that redound 
to their ovm difgrace, and the honour of their 
foes. The Venetians, with their allies the Cata- 
lans, had the advantage of number ; and their 
fleet, with the poor addition of eight Byzantine 
gallies, amounted to feventy-five fail : the Ge* 
noefe did not exceed fixty-four; but in thofe 
times their (hips of war were diftinguifhed by the 
fuperiority of their (ize and ftrength. The names 
and families of their naval commanders, Pifani 
and Doria, are iliuftrious in the annals of their 
country ; but the perfonal merit of the former 
was eclipfed by the fame and abilities of his rivah 
They engaged in tempeftuous weather ; and the 
tumultuary cgnflift was continued from the dawn 
to the extinfUon of light. The enemies of the 
Genoefe applaud their prowefs : the fnends of 
the Venetians are diflatisfied with their behaviour: 
but all parties agree in prailing the {kill and bold- 
nefs of the Catalans, who, with many wounds, 
fuftained the brunt of the a£^iom On the fe|>ara- 
tion of the fleets, the event might appear doubt- 
ful ; but the thirteen Oenoefe gallies, that 4iad 
been funk or taken, were compenfated by m 
tlouble lofs of the allies } of fourteen Venetians^ 



.AiMis, a»m.xu. p-^i, .4%%.j,Atuk Gtm^iGs^xge $tc|la, .Mff^.Om* 
•nfes, totn. xvii. p* 109 1« 1091.) > both which I baY^i^^iiiSfllMy^NMfeMtK^ 

SI «tt the <2hiim<4« «of Mtitoo VIUmi of (tloNfiee» iii. ,C*.f9» ^ 

t8 ten 
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ten Catalans, and two Greeks ; and even the c ft a p. 
grief of the conquerors cxpreffed the aflurance _-l^ 
and habit of more decifive vidories. Pifani con- 
fefled his defeat, by retiring into a fortified har^ 
bour, from whence, under the pretext of the 
orders of the feaate, he fteered with a broken and 
flying fquadron for the ifle of Candia, and aban* 
doned to his rivals the fovereignty of the Tea. In a 
public epiftle '% addrefled to the doge and fenate, 
Petrarch employs his eloquence to reconcile the 
maritime powers, the two luminaries of Italy. 
The orator celebrates the valour and viftory of 
the Genoefe, the firft of men in the exercife of 
naval war: he drops a tear on the misfortunes 
of their Venetian brethren ; but he exhorts them 
to purfue with fire and* fword the bafe and per- 
fidious Greeks ; to purge the metropolis of the 
£aft from the herefy with which it was infeded. 
Deferted by their friends, the Greeks were in- Their 
capable of refiftance ; and three months after the ct!i?ili!^irc» 
battle, the emperor Cantacuzene folicited and *^^^ 
fubfcribed a treaty, which for ever banished the 
Venetians and Catalans, and granted to the Ge- 
noefe a monopoly of trade, and almoft a right of 
dominion. The Roman empire (I fmile in tran- 
fcribing the name) might foon have funk into a 
province of Genoa, if the ambition of the repub- 

5i The abb^ de Sade (Memoitvs fur la Vie de Petnnpic, com. ilt. 
p. S57-*4fc63.) tranflatcs this iettcr, which he had copied from a MS. in 
the king of France*s library. Though a fervant of the duke of Milan^ 
Petrarch pours fortli his afloniHiinent and grief at the defeat and defpair of 
tho Gcfioefc in the following year (p. 3^3-^33 1;)* 

& 
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CHAP. lie had not been checked by the ruia of her free- 
dom and naval power. A long conteft of one 
hundred and thirty years was determined by the 
•triumph of Venice ; and the faftions of the Ge- 
noefe compelled them to feek for domeftic peace 
under the protection of a foreign lord, the duke of 
Milan, or the French king. Yet the fpirit of com- 
merce furvived that of conqueft ; and the colony of 
Pera dill awed the capital and navigated the Euxine, 
till it was involved by the Turks in the final fervi- 
tudc of Conftantinople itfelf. 
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tonquefis tf Zirigts Khan and il^ Moguls ftoHi 
China to Poland. — E/cape of Conjtantinople dnd 
the Greekt. — Origin of the Ottoman TUrks ii^ 
Bitbyma.-^Rtigns afid ViBorle^ of Othman^ Or^ 
€han^ Jmurath the Eirji^ and Bajaxet the Ftrfi^ 
•^Foundation and Progrefs of the Turkijh Mo* 
narcb^ in AJia and Europe. -^i)anger (f Cwfian^ 
timple and the Greek Entire. 

rj^ROivt the J)etty quarrels of a city and heir c w a > 
■^ fuburb^i from the cowardice and difcord of ...^^^ 
the falling Greeks, I (hall now afiiend to the vic« 
torious Turks ; whofe domeftic flavery Wag en<* 
nobled byvjBartial difcipline, religious enthuliafoif 
and the energy of the national charafler. The 
rife and progrefs of the Ottomans, the prefenk 
fovereigns of Condantinople^ art conneded with 
the mod important fcenes of modern hiitoryi 
but they are founded oa a ptevioas knowledge 
of the great eruption of the Moguls and Tai-^ 
tars ; whofe rapid conquefts itiay be compared 
tx^ith the ptimitive convulfions of natute^ which 
have agitated and altered the furface of the 
globe, I haVe long flnce afletted my claim to 
introduce the nations, the immediate or re- 
mote authors of the fall of the Roman em- 
pire; nor can I refufe myfelf to thofe events, 
Vol, XU P d - which^ 
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CHAP, whichy from their uncommon magnitude, will in* 
s^^^.^ tereft a philofophic mind in the hiftory of blood '. 
KhM^firft From the fpacious highlands between China, 
emperor of Siberia, and the Cafpian Sea, the tide of emi- 
andT^^» gration and war has repeatedly been poured. 
^JeL Thefe ancient feats of the Huns and Turks were 
1S17* occupied in the twelfth century by msmy paftoral 
tribes, of the Dune defcent and fimilar manners, 
which were united and led to conqueft by the 
formidable Zingis. In this afcent to greatnefs, 
that Barbarian (whofe private appellation was 
Temugin) had trampled on the necks of his 
equals. His birth was noble : but it was in the 
pride of vidory, that the prince or people de- 
duced his feventh anceftor from the immaculate 
Conception of a virgin. His father had reigned 
over thirteen hords, which compofed about thirty 
or forty thoufand families : above two-thirds re- 
fufed to pay tithes or obedience to his infant fon ; 
and at the age of thirteen, Temugin fought a 
battle againft his rebellious fubjefts. The future 
conqueror of Afia was reduced to fly and to obey : 
but he rofe fuperior to his fortune, and in his 
fortieth year he had eftabliflied his fame and do- 
minion over the circumjacent tribes. In a ftate 
of fociety, in which policy is rude and valour is 
univerfa), the afcendant of one man muft be 
founded on his power and refolution to punifh 

I The reader is Invited to review the chapters of the fourth and fixth vo- 
lumes j the manners of paftoral nations^ the conquefts of Attila and thcHuD.% 
which Were compofed at a time when I entertained the wifliy rather than liie 
hopci of coDcludins n^y hillory. 

his 
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his en<;mies and recompenfe his friends. His firft ^t S.^ ^* 
military league was ratified by the (imple rites of 
facrificing an horfe and tailing of a running 
flream : Temugin pledged himfelf to divide with 
his followers the fweets and the bitters of life ; 
and when he had (hared among them his horfes 
and apparel, he was rich in their gratitude and 
his own hopes. After his firfl: victory, he placed 
ieventy chaldrons on the fire, and (eventy of the 
moft guilty rebels were caft headlong into the 
boiling water. The fphere of his attra£lion was 
continually enlarged by the ruin of the proud 
and the fubmiffion of the prudent ; and the bolde(E 
chieftains might tremble, when they beheld^ 
enchafed in filver, the (kull of the khan of the 
Keraites * j who, under the name of Prefter John, 
had correfponded with the Roman pontiff and 
the princes of Europe* The ambition of Te« 
mugin Gondefcended to employ the arts offuper^ 
ftition ; and it was from a naked prophet, 
who could afcend to heaven on a white horfe, 
that he accepted the title of Ziiigis % the moji 

, great; 



» The khans Of the Karaites were moft probably incapable of reading the 
pompous epiftles compofed in their name by the Neftorian milfioj[iaFies> who 
endowed tbem with the fabulous wonders of an Indian kingdom. Perhaps 
thtfe Tartars (the Prc.(byter or i^rieft Jolin) had fubmittcd to the rttes of 
baptifm and ordination (AlTemann. Biblioti Orient, tom. iii. P. .ii. p. 487-* 

503)- 

I Since the history and tragedy of Voltaire, Cengh, at leaft in French, feemt 
to be the more fifhlon^ble fpellin^t but *bult;ha2i Khan muft have known 
the true name of his arccftor. His etyniolojry appears }»ft: Zin^ in th* 
Mogul tongue, fignifies ^r^r, andgii <s ttie fupecUuvt tenn^jiation (Hil^. 

D d a Gcocalu* 
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CHAP, great; and a divine right to the conqueft and 
■^_^/-L' dommion of the earth. In a general couraultai^ 
or diet, he was feated on a felt, which waa 
long afterwards revered as a leKc, and folemnly 
proclaimed great khan, or emperor of the Mo- 
guls^ and Tartars \ Of thefe kindred, though' 
rival, names, the former had given birth to the 
Imperial race ; and the latter has been extended, 
by accident or error, over the fpacious wildernefs 
of the north. 
HUhwi. The code of laws which Zingis didated to 
his fubjeds, was adapted to the prefervation of 
domeftic peace, and the exercife of foreign hofti- 
lity. The punifhment of death was inflifted on 
the crimes of aduhery, murder, perjury, and the 
capital thefts of an horfe or ox ; and the fierceft 
of men were mild and juft in, their intercourfe 
with each other. The future election of the 
great khan was vefled in the princes of his family 
and the heads of the tribes ; and the regulations 
of the chace were eflential to the pleafure^ and 
plenty of a Tartar camp. The vidorious nation 
Was held facred from all fervile labours^ which 

tjeno^Dgiqve det Titan, part iU. p* if4» tf 5.)- Fran the fiuna idea af 
tnagnitvde, the appellaticn <rf Z'mgis it bcdowad on the ocean. 

4 Thcnane of Meguk has prevailed among the Oriencak, and ftiU adhent 
to the titohr Ibvefeigny tbe Great Mogv> of Hindoftan. 

5 The Tartars (more properly Taurs) were dcfcendtd from Tatar Khan, 
the brother of Mogul Khan (fee Ab«ighaxi| part i. and ii.)> and once formed 
a hordof 70,000 fivniliesoo the borders of Kitay (p. ]o$-*iit.). In the 
grtatinvafionof Ewope (A. 0. ia3S)» they ieera to have led the vanguaidi 
and the fiiAUicada of tho nam* of T»tmrd^ wwomintadert that of Tartan ta 
iha Utini(lfatt. Pvit, > %^%9 *«»)• 

were 
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f^e abandcmed to Haves and ftrangen : * and chap. 
every labour was fervile excq)t the profeffion of * 

arms. The fenrice and difcipline of the troops, 
who were armdd with bows, fcytnetars, and iron 
inaces, and divided by hundreds, thoufands^ and 
ten tboufands, were the inftitutions of a veterad 
commander* Each officer and foldier was made 
refponfibie, under pain of death, for the fai^ty 
akid honour of his companions; and the fpirit of. 
conqueft; breathed in the law, that peace jQiould 
never be granted unlefs to a vanquiflied and fup^ 
pliaht enemy* But it Is the religion of Zihgit 
that bed deferves our wonder and applaufe. The 
Catholic inquilitors of Europe, who defended 
nonfenfe by cruelty, might have been confounded 
by the example of a Barbarian, who anticipated 
the leiTons of philofophy \ and eftabliOied by his 
laws a fyllem of pure- theifm and perfed tolera- 
tion. His firft and only article of faith was th6 
exiftence of one God, the author of all good $ 
who fills by his prefence the heavens and earth, 
which he has created by his power. The Tartars 
,and Moguls were addi^ed to the idols of their 
peculiar tribes ; and many of them had been 
converted by the foreign miilionaries to the re* 
ligions of Mofes, of Mahotoet, and of Chrift; 
Thefe various fyftems in freedom and concord, 
were taught and pradifed within the predn&s of 

i A fingular coAformity may be found between the reUgiouilawsof Zingtt 
Xhan and of Mi*. Lotke (Cohftltutiohs of Carolina^ in hit vorks^ voL ir« 
pb 535. 4^ edition, I7770« 

D d 3 the 
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CHAP, the (attic camp ; 'and the 'Bonze^ the Irrian/ the 
Rabbi, the Neftorian /and the Latin prieft, en-» 
joyed the fame hdnoiiiiable exemptfoa from fer« 
vice and tribute : in the mofch of Bocfaara, the 
infolent vidor .might trample the koran under his 
horfe's feet, but the calm legtflator refpeded the 
prophets and ponti& of the moft boiliie fe£ts* 
The reafon of Zingis* was not informed, by books ; 
the khan* could neither read nor >write ; and^ 
except the tribe of the Igours, the greateft part 
of the Moguls and Tattars were as illiterate ^ 
their fovereign. The memory of ^heir exploits 
was preferved by tradition : fixty eight years after 
the death of Zingis, thefe traditions were col- 
leAed and tranfcribed ' ; the brevity of their do» 
meftic annals may be fupplied by the Chinefe% 

7 In the year 1294* by the command of Cazan, khan of Perfia, the fourrb 
in defcent from Zingis. Fipm thefc traditions, his vi^ir Fad^ailj|h co(npofqd 
a Mogul hi (lory in the Peril an language, which has been ufed by Petit de la 
Croix (Hi/I. de Genghizcan,.p. 537 — 5J9 ). The HiftoiVe Genealogique 
^es Tatars (a Leydfy ]7£6» Jn izmo, z tomes) was tranflated by the 
Swedish prifoner? inSiberi;^ fronitht^ Mogul AiS.of Abulgafi Bahadur Khan, 
a defcendant of Zingis, who reigned over the Uzbeks of Charalfm, or Ca» 
tiEme (A. D. 1644— '1663). He is of nrtoft valine and credit for the names, 
pedigrees, and m^mers of his nation. Of his nine parts* the 1^' dcfccn^s 
horn Adam to Mogul Khan ; the ii*, from Mogul to 21ingis; the iii«*, is 
the life of Zingis 5 the iv*^, v'**, vi^'',. and vii*"^, the general hiftory of bis 
four fons, and their poiterity; the yjii^^ and ix'*^, the particular hiftory pf 
the defcendants of Sheibani Khan, who reigned in. Maurenahac ani 
Charafm. 

« .S Hiiloire de Gentchliban* et de tOHte la Dinaftie des Mpngous fes Siic« 

ceffe'jrs, Conquerans de la Chine 5 tiieq de THiftoire de la Chine, par ie 

,It. P. Caubil, sie la Socie^e de Jcfus, Miflionain a Pekinj a I'aris, ?739i in 

V°* This tranilation is ftamped with ^lie Chincfc chara^^r of domcft^c 

' ;jc'curacy arid foreign Ignorance. 
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Perfians, 
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Petfians*, Armenians '% Syrians", Arabians ", c h a p. 
Greeks ", Ruffians '*, Poles ", Hungarians ", and 

Latins ;> 



9 See the Hiftoirc du Grand GengliizCan, prtmicrEmpereur dcs Mogols 
et Tartares, par M. Petit de la Croix, a Paris, 1710, in A°^ : a Jwfrrtc pf ten 
years* labour, chiefly drawn from the Perfian writers, among whom Nifavi, 
the fecrctary of fultan Geialeddin, has the merit and prejudices of a con* 
tamporary. A flight air of romance is the fault of the originals, or the com* 
piler. See likewife the articles of Gtngbizcani Mobammtd^ Gelaiedditi, &c* 
in the BiWiothequc Orierttale of d'Herbelot. 

'o Haithonus, or Aithonus, an Armenian prince, and afterwards a monk 
of Premontr6 (Fabric Bibfiot. Lat. medtii£vi, torn. i. p. 34], dilated ill 
the French language, his book de Tartaru, his old fellow- foldiers. It was 
immediately tranflated into Latin, and is inferted in the Nov us Orbis of 
Shnon G^yncus (Ba(ih, 1555, in folio). 

' i> ZIngts Khan, and his firft fucceilbrs, occupy the c6nclufion of the ix^* 
Dynafty of Abuipharagtus (verf. Pocock, Oxon» <6^3» '^^ 4 ) i and his x^^ 
Dynafly is that of the Moguls of Perfia. Aflemannus (Bibliot. Orient* 
tdm. ii.>has extra^ed fome fa As from his Syrtac writings, and the lives of 
tlie Jacobtie maphrians^ or primates of the £aft. 

<^ Among the Arabians, in language and religion, we m^y dlftingujfh 
Abulfeda, fultan of Hamah in Syria, who fought In perfon, under the Mama- 
lukeft^ndard, againft the Moguls. 

13 Nitephorus Gregoras (I. ii. c. 5, 6.) has felt the neceflity of conneA« 
tng the Scythian and Byzantine hiftories. He defcribes with truth and ele« 
gance the fettlement and manners of the Moguls of Perfia, but he is ig- 
norant of their'origin, and corrupts the names of Zingis and' his fons. 

14 M* Levefque (HKloire de Ruflie, torn* iiO has defcribed the conqueft 
of Ruflia by the Tartars, from the patriarch Nicon, and the old chroni- 
cles. 

15 For.Poland, I am content with the Sarmatia Aflatica et £uropea of 
Matthew a Michou, or de Michevi^, a canon and phy0cian of Cracow 
(A. D. 1506), inferted in the Novus Orbis of Crynaeus. Fabric. Bihliot* 
Latin, mediae et iniims i£tJtis, torn. v. p. 56. 

16 I ihould quote Thuroczius, the pldefl general hiftorian (pars li. c« 74. 
p. 150.), in the 1*' volume of the Scriptores Reruro Huogarioaruin, did not 
the fame volume contain the original narrative of a contemporary^ an eye- 
witnefs, and a fulferer (M. Rogerii, Hungari, Varadienfia Capituli Canonici* 
Carmen miferabile, feu Hiftoria fuper Deftru^one Regni Hungariae, Tern- 

D d 4 poribut 
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c M AT. Latins '*; wd each nation will dderve credit 
w^,>^ in ihe rekition of their own difaftcrs and de» 

feats *•• 

2'ci7na^^ The arms of Zingis and his. lieutenants fuc- 
A. D. ceffively reduced the bords of the deferr, who 
3114 J pitched their tenu between the wall of China and 
the Volga ; and the Mogul emperor became the 
monarch of the paftoral world, the lord of many 
millions of (hepherds and foldiers, who felt their 
united ftrength, and were impatient to ruih on 
the mild and wealthy climates of the ibuth. His 
anceftors had been the tributaries of the Chinefe 
emperors ; and Temugip himfelf had been dif- 
grac^d by a title of honour and fervitude. The 
court of Pekin was aftoniihed by an embafly 
from its former vailaU who, in the tone of the 
king of nations, exafted the tribute and obe* 



porihus Belie IV« Regis per Tartaros fada/p. %^j^^m^%t^) t tbe beft pidwi 
that I have evec feen of all the Qrcmn(^ance« o^a Barbaric invafioiu 

>7 Matthew ParJjB has repcefeated, from authentic docameots, V9 danger 
and diftreCs of Eorope (confalt the word Taruii in bi& copious Index). 
From motives of zeal and cariofity» the court of the great KJiib, in the 
jM'i**^ century was vifited by two friars, John de Piano Carpini, and William 
Rabruqais, and by Marco Polo, a Venet.an gentleman. The Latin relations 
of the two former are infcrted in thei** volume of Hackhiyt^ the ItalijA 
original or verfion of the third (Fabric. Bibliot Latin, mcdii i£viy torn* li* 
|». X9S. tonu ▼• p. %$.) may be found in the ii^ tome o| Rainvfio, 

i9 In his great Hiftory of the Huns, M. de Guignts has mod amply 
treated of Zingis Khan and his fucceflbrs. See torn. iii. 1. xv— >xiz. and in 
the collateral articles of the Seljukians of Roum, torn. ii. 1. xi. the Caris- 
miane, 1. xiv. and the Maaudnkes^ torn. ilr« t xxi. i contolt fikewife the 
tables of the 1*^ voluoicw He it ever learned and accurate ; yet 1 «» only 
indebted to him lor a general ¥iew,aiid teic parages of AbnUtda^ which 
•are ftill latent in the Arahic texti 

dience 
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dience which he had paid, and whp affefted to ^^^^fyf*' 
treat xhtfen of heaven as the moft contemptible of 
mankind. An haughty anfwer difguifed their 
fccret apprehenfions ; and their fears were foon 
juftified by the march of innumerable fquadrons, 
who pierced on all fides the feeble rampart 
of the great wall. Ninety' cities were ftormed, 
or ftarved, by the Moguls ; ten only efcaped ; 
and Zingis, from a knowledge of the filial piety 
of .the Chinefe, covered his vanguard with their 
captive parents ; an unworthy, and by degrees a 
fruitlefs, abufe of the virtue of his enemies. His 
invafion was fupported by the revolt of an hun« 
dred thoufand Khitans, who guarded the frontier : 
yet he-lifiened to a treaty; and a princefs of 
China, three thoufand horfes, five hundred 
youths, and as many virgins, and a tribute of 
gold and filk, were the price of his retreat. la' 
his fecond expedition, he compelled the Chinefe 
emperor to retire beyond the yellow river to a 
more foothern refidence. The fiege of Pekin*' 
was long and laborious : the inhabitants were re- 
duced by famine to decimate and devour their 
£bUow citizens ; when their ammunition wa$ 
fyent, they difcharged ingots of gold and filver 
from their engines; biit the Moguls introduced 
a mine to the centre of the capital ; and the con« 
flagration of the palace burnt above thirty days* 

i> More properly Ttn^hingt >n andent ctty» whofe ruins (Utt appett 
Ibme furlongs to the fouth-eafl cf the mod-Tn Ptkint which was baiit b/ 
Cublai Khan (Caube], p. 146.). Pe-king and Nan- king are vague titles^ 
the courfS of the north and of the fouth. The identity and change 
of names perplex tlic moft ikilful readers of the Chinefe geography 
(p. 177). 
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CHAP. China was defolated by Tartar war and domtftid 
y^^^^. fadion ; and the five northern provinces were 

added to the empire of Zingis. 
ofcarizmif In the Weft, he touched the dominions of Mo- 
rn^, and' hammed fultan of Carizme, who reigned from 
a''^d*'i2iS the Perfian Gulf to the borders of India and 
Turkeftan ; and who, in the. pfoud imitation 
of Alexander the Great, forgot the fervitude and. 
ingratitude of his fathers to • the houfe of Seljnk*. 
It was the wifh of Zingis to eftablifti a friendly 
and commercial intercourfe with the moft power- « 
f^l pf the Moflem princes; nor coqld he be templed 
^y the fecret folicitations of the caliph of Bag- 
dad, who facrificed to his perfonal wrongs the. 
iafety of the church and (late. A ra(h and in- 
human deed provoked and juftified the Tartar 
arms in the invafion of the fouthern Afia* A 
caravan of three ambafladors and one himdred 
smd fifty Qverchants, was arr«fted and murdered, 
at Otrar, by the command of Mohammed ; nor 
was it till after a dtfmnd and denial of juftice, 
till be had prayed and faded three nights on a 
mountain, that the Mogul emperor appealed to 
the judgment of God and his fword. Our Eu- 
ropean battles, fays a philofophic writer *% are 
petty ikirmifliesj if comparjed to the numbers that 
have fought and fallen in the fields of Afia* 
$even hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars are 
faid to have marched under the ftandard.of Zingis 
and his four fons. In the vaft plains that extend 

20 M. de Voltaire, Eflai Air THiAoire Generale, tom« Hi. c. Co* p. S* 
His account of Zingis and the Moguls contains> as \x(nji\, much jgencral fenfe 
and truths with fome particular error*. 

• to 
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to the north of the Sihbn or Jaxartes, they weres c h a p.. 
encountered by four hundred thoufand foldiers of 
the fultan ; .and in the firft battle, which was fuf- , 
pended by the night, one hundred and fixty thou-> 
fand CaTi2mians were (lain. Mohammed was^ 
aftoniflied by the muhitude and valour of his 
enemies : he withdrew from the fcene of danger/ 
and (Hdributed his troops in the frontier towns, 
trufting that the Barbarians, invincible in the 
field, would be repulfed by the length and diffi-* 
calty- of'fo noany regular fieges. But the pru- 
dence of SHingfg had formed a body of Chinefe 
engineers, (killed in the mechanic arts, informed 
perhaps of the fecret of gunpowder, and capable^ 
under his difcipline, of attacking a foreign coun- 
try with more vigour and fuccefs than they had 
defended their own. The Perfian hiftorians will 
relate the:^ fieges and reduftion of Otrar, Cogende, 
Bbchara^ Samarcand, Carizme, Herat, Merou, 
Nifabour, Balch, and Candahar ; and the con- 
queft of the rich- and populous countries of 
Tranfoxiana, Carizme, and. Chorafan. The de- 
ftruftive hoftilities of Actila and the Huns have 
long iince been elucidated by the example of 
Zingis and the Moguls ; and in this more proper 
place I (hall be content to obferve, that, from 
ihe Cafpian to the Indus, they ruined a tra£l of 
many hundred miles, which was adorned with 
ihe habitations and labours of mankind, and that 
•five centuries, have not been fufficient to repair the 
ravages of four years. The Mogul emperor en- 
couraged or indulged the fury of his troops : the 
Jippe of future pofleffion was loft in the ardour of 

rapine 
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CHAP, rapine sdkl flaughttr ; , and the caufe of the war 
exafperated their native fiercenefs by the pretence 
of juftice and reyenge« The downfal and death 
of the fukan Mohitaimed» who expired unfpitied 
and alone, in a defert tOand of the Cafpian Sea, 
is t poor atonement fot the calamities. 6i which he 
'was the author. Could the Carlzmian efaipire have 
^n faved by a (ingle hero, it would have been 
£ived. by this fon Gelaleddhi, whofe a£Uve ^valour 
repeatedly checiked the Mdguls * in the career of 
vidory. Retreating, as be fought, to the banks 
of the Indus, he wai oppreiTed by theii* tnnamer« 
able hoft, till, in the lafl! moriient of defpair, 
Gelaleddin fpurred, his horfe into the waves^ 
fwam one of the broadeft and mod rapid rivers 
of Afia, and extorted the admiration and applaufe 
0f Zingis himfelf. It was in this camp that the 
Mogul conqueror yielded with reludlaiice to the 
murmurs of his weary and wealthy troops, who 
fighed. for the enjoyment of their native land* 
Incumbered with the fpoils of Afia, he. flbwly 
meafured back his fdotfteps, betrayed fome |»ty 
for the mifery of ^he vanquifhed, and declared 
liis intention of rebuilding the cities which had 
been fwept away by the temped of his army. 
After he had repafTed 'the Oxus and Jaxartes, he 
wa& joined by two generals, whom he had de^ 
tached with 'thirty thoofand horfe, to fubdue the 
weftern provinces of Perfia. They had trampled 
on the nations which oppofed their paffage, peno». 
trated through the gates of Derbent, traverfed 
the Volga and the Defeit, and accompHfhed the 
circuit of the Cafpian Sea, by an expedition 

which 
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which had never been attempted, and has never chap. 
been repeated. The return of Zingis was fig- >^-,^0 
naliaed by the overthrow of the rebellious or 
independent kingdoms of Tartary; and he died Hi^death* 
in the fulnefs of years and glory, with his laft A.D.Ma^. 
breath exhorting and inftrudin^ his fons to at- 
chieve the conquefl; of the Chinefe empire. 

The haram of Zingis was. compofed of five conqneds 
bundred wives and concubines ; and of his nu- m^uu 
merous progeny, four fons, illuftrious by their »"<'cy'^« 
birth and merit, exercifed under their father the ofz>ngis, 
principal ofiices of peace and war. Touflii was ^1295!^ 
his great huntfman, Zagatai^' his judge, Odai 
his minifter, and Tuli, his general ; and their 
names and adions are often confpicuous in the 
hiftory of his conquefts. Firmly united for their 
own and the public interefl:, the three brothers 
and their families were content with dependent 
fceptres; and Odai, by general confent, was 
proclaimed great khan, or emperor of the Mo« 
gttls and Tartars. He was fucceeded by his fot» 
Gayuk, after whofe death the empire devolved 
to his coufins Mangou and Cublai, the fons of 
Tuli, and the grandfons of Zingis. In the fixty- 
eight years of his four firft fucceflbrs, the Mogul 
iubdued almoft all Afia, and a large portion of 
Europe. Without confining myfelf to the order 
of time, without expatiating on the detail of 



2> Zagatai gate hl» name to hi> dominions of Mattrenahar, or Tranf^ 
Oiiana ; and the Moguls of Hindoftan, who emigrated from that countjy, 
«re ftyled Zagatais by the Perfians. This certain etymology, and the fimU 
ht example of V%btk, Nogal, &c. may warn u€ not abfolutely to rejedt the 
derivations of a national* from a periionaly name. 

fS events. 
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c ^^P- events, I ihall prefent a general pidure of th« 
v.— >v-^ progrefs of their armg ; L In the £a(l ; IL In the 

South ; IIL In the Weft; and IV. In the North* 
Dorth^ L Before the invaiion of Zingis, China was 

«mp»reof divided into two empires or dynafties of the North 
AD. I £34. and South ^*; and the difference of origin and 
intereft was fmoothed by a general conformity of 
laws, language, and national manners. The 
Northern empire, which had been difmembered 
by Zingis, was finally fubdued feven years after 
his death. After the lofs of Pekin, the emperor 
bad filled his refidence at Kaifong, a city many 
leagues in circumference, and which contained, 
according to the Chinefe annals, fourteen hun« 
dred thoufand families of inhabitants and fugi-» 
tives. He efcaped from thence with only feven 
borfemen, and made his laft (land in a third 
capital, till at length the hopelefs monarch, pro« 
teiling his innocence and accufmg his fortune, 
afcended a funeral pile, and gave orders, that, 
as foon as he had ftabbed himfclf, the fire fliould 
be kindled by his attendants. The dynafty of 
the Songi the native and ancient fovereigns of 
the whole empire, furvived about forty-five years: 
the fall of the northern ufurpers } and the pcrfedk 
conqueft was refer ved for the arms of Cublai., 
During this interval, the Moguls were often 

^ » 

»a In Marco Polo, and the Oriental geographers, the names of Catha/ 
and Mangi diAingui(h the northern and fouthem empires, which, from 
A. D. 1234 to 1279, ^^^'^ ^^^^^ o^ the Great Khan^ and of the Chinefe. 
The fearch of Cathay, after China had been found, excited and milled our 
navigators of the lixteenth century, in their attempts to difcover the north* 
call j>a0age. 

diverted 
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diverted by foreign wars ; and, if the Chinefe feU chap. 
dom dared to meet their viftors in the field, their J ;?'^^ 
paffive courage prefented an endlefs fucceflion of 
cities to ftorm and of millions to flaughter. In 
the attack and defence of places, the engines of 
antiquity and the Greek fire were alternately em^ 
ployed : the ufe of gunpowder in cannon and 
bombs appears as a familiar pradice ^' ; and the 
fieges were conducted by the Mahometans and 
Franks, who had been liberally invited into the 
fervice of Cublai. After pafiing the great river, 
the troops and artillery were conveyed along a 
feries of canals, till they inverted the royal refi- 
dence of Hamcheu, or Quinfay, in the country 
of filk, the mod delicious climate of China. The 
emperor, a defencelefs youth, furrendered his 
perfon and fceptre ; and before he was fent . in 
exile into Tartary,.he ftfuck nine times the ground 
with his forehead, to adore in prayer or thankf* 
giviDg the mercy of the great khan. Yet the war ^^Ihcm 
(it was now ftyled a rebellion) was ftill maintained a. a 1179* 
in the fouthern provinces from Hamcheu to Can- 
ton ; and the obflinate remnant of independence 

23 I depend on the knowledge and fidelity of the Pere Oaubli, who 
tranflaces the Chinefe texc of the annals of the Moguls or Yuen (p. 7*1. 93. 
15305 but 1 am ignorant. at what time thefe annals were compofed ai^d 
publi(hed. The two uncles of Marco Polo, who ferved as eDginecrs at the 
liege, of Siengyangfou (1. ii. c. 61 in Ramufio, torn. ii. See Gaubil^ 
P* >55* '^7')» ^^^ h^v^ ^clt and related the effc^s of thij^ deftrudive pow. 
der, and their filenccis a weighty, ami almoft decitive, objedtion. 1 entrr* 
tain a fufpicion, ttiat (he rtctnt difcovery was carried from Europe (o 
China by the caravans of the xv^"* century, and falfely adopted as an old 
national difcovery before the arrival of the PortUguefe and Jefuits in the 
xvi^'^. Yet the Fere Gaubil affirms, that the ufe of gunpowder lus bean 
known to the Chinefe above 1600 years. 

and 
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CHAP, and hoftiliry tras ttanfported from the land f<> 

rounded and oppreflfed by a fuperior armament^ 
their lad champion leaped into the waves with his 
infant emperor in his arms; ** It is more glo^ 
*' nous," he cried, ** to die a prince, than td 
*^ Uve a flave.'^ An hundred thoufand Chinefe 
imitated his example; and the whole empire^ 
from Tonkin to the great wall, fubmitted to thtf 
dominion of Cublai. His boundlefs ambition 
afpired to the conqueft of Japan: his fleet was 
twice Ihipwrecked ; and the lives of an hundred 
thoufand Moguls and Chinefe were facrificed in 
the fruitlefs expedition. But the circumjacent 
kingdoms, Corea, Tonkin, Cochinchina, Pegu^ 
Bengal, and Thibet, were reduced in different 
degrees of tribute and obedience by the ^effort oi* 
terror of his arms. He explored the Indian 
ocean with a fleet of a thoufand fliips : they failed 
in (ixty-eight days, moft probably to the ifle of 
Borneo, under the equinodial line; and though 
they returned not without fpoil or glory, the em* 
peror was diflatisfied that the favage kJhg had 
efcaped from their hands« 
Of Peffia ^'* ^^ conqueft of Hindoftan by the Moguls 
and the ^33 fcferved in a later period for the houfe of 
tiU'^cJipbs, Timour ; but that of Iran, or Perfia, was at« 
A.D. 1*58. ^j^jg^gj by Holagou Khan, the grandfon of 2iin* 

gis, the brother and lieutenant of the two fuccef- 
five emperors, Mangou and Cublai. I fliall not 
enumerate the crowd of fultans, emirs^ and ata« 
beks, whom he trampled into dtlft : but the ei^ 
; tirpation 
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tirpatibn of th€ AJjfqffins^ or Ifmaelians ** of Perfia, char. 
may be confidered as a fervice to mankind. ^^^^" 
Among the hills to the fouth of the Cafpian, 
thefe odious fe^aries had reigned with impunity 
above an hundred and fixty years; and their 
prince, or Imam, eftablifhed his lieutenant to 
lead and govern the colony of mount Libanus, 
fo famou3 and formidable in the hiftory of 
the crufades*% With the fanatkifm of the 
Koran, the Ifmaeliani had blended the Ihdiaa 
trinfmigrationt and the vifions of their own pro- 
phets : and it was their firft' duty to devote their 
fouls and bodies in blind ohedience to the vicar 
of God* The daggers of his miflionaries wf re 
felt both in' the Eaft and Weft: the Chriftians 
and the Moflems enumerate, and perhaps multiply^ 
the Uluftrious viftims that were facrificed to the 
zeal, avarice^ or refentment of the old man (as 
he was corruptly ftyled) of the mountain. ,But 
thefe daggers, his only arms, were broken by 
the fword of Holagou, and not a veftige is left 
of the enemies of mankind, except the .word 
affajin^ which, in the moft odious leafe^ has 
been adopted in the languages of Europe* ^ The 
extin&ioa of the Abbaffides cannot be indifferent 
CO the fpedators of their greatnefs and decline* 
Since the fall, of their Seljukian tyrants, the^ ca« 

ff 

r 

t4 AU that can be known of the Aflafllins of Perfia and Syria,, is poured 
from the oopious, and eVcn profufe, eraditkm of M. Falconet, in two mttmim 
reed before the Ac«d^y of Infcripdons (torn. xvii. p. l%^?^%^Q^). 

%i The Kmaelians of Syria, 40,000 AfiTaifins, had acquired or founded ten 
ealVWs in cb« hilU above^Tortofii. About the year laSo^ they were extir* 
pated by th* Maiaalukcf « 

Vol. XL B e liphs 
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CHAP. liphs had recorered tbdr hwfiil domimon of Bag- 
dad and the Arabian Irak ; but the city was dif^ 
traded by theological fa&tons, and the com- 
mander of the £uthfal was loft in a haram of 
ieven hundred concubines. The invafion of the 
Moguls he encountered with feeble arms and 
haughty embaffies* ^* On the divine decree/^ 
(aid the Caliph Moftafem, *' is founded the throne 
^ of the fons of Abbas: and their foes fliall 
^* furely be deftroyed in this world and in the 
*^ next. Who is this Holagou that dares to 
'* arife againft them ? If he be defirous of peace^ 
^ let him inftantly depart from the (acred terri* 
^ tory; and perhaps he may obtain from our 
^ clemency the pardon of his fault.'* This pre- 
fumption was cheri(hed by a perfidious vizir, who 
alTured his matter, that, even if the Barbarians 
had entered the city, the women and children, 
from the terraces, would be fuffident to over- 
whelm them with ftones. But when Holagou 
touched the phantom, it mftantly vanKhed into 
fmoke. After a (iege of two months, Bagdad 
was ftormed and facked by the Moguls: and 
their favage commander pronounced the death of 
the caliph Moftafem, the laft of the temporal fuc* 
ceflbrs of Mahomet; whofe noble Idnfmen, oi 
the race of Abbas, had reigned in Aiia above 
five hundred years. Whatever might be the de- 
figns of the conqueror, the holy cities of Mecca 
and Medina ^ were prote&ed by the Arabian de- 



«C As a proof of the isnomce of the Chinefe in ftrcign tnnfiidioas, I 
nnft Menc, thit fome of their hiftoriMs extend th« conqvellt of 2iagU. 
luRlelf to Medlnsi the coHntrjr of Mihoroet (G»ubilf p» 4«.}^ 

Icrtj 
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fert ; but the Moguli fpread beyond the Tlgri« o g^^^- 
and Euphrates, pillaged Aleppo and DafnaTcus^ ^.-^v^^ 
and threatened to join the Franks in the deliver* 
ante of Jerufalem. Egypt was loft, had £he beeft 
defended only by her feeble offspring: but the 
'Mamalukes had breathed in their infancy tht 
i^Cennefs of a Scythian air: equal in valour, fu« 
perior in difciplbe, they met the Moguls in many 
a welUfought field; and drove back the ftream 
'<tf boftility to the eaftward of the Euphrates* 
But it overflowed with refiftlefs violence the king* . 
doms of Armenia and Anatolia, of which the of^toita, 
former was poflefled by the Chriftians, and the ^i%y%^ 
iatter by the Turks. The fultans of Iconium op< ^ 

fx^fedi^ fome refiftance to the Mogul arms, till 
•Azzadin fought a refuge among the Greeks of 
Conftantinbple, and his £9d>le fucceffbrs,^ the taft of 
theSeljukian dynafty, were finally extirpated by 
the khans of Perfia. 

ni. No (boner had Odai fnbverted the northern or Kipiak» 
empire of China, than he refolved to vifit with his l^a^i^ 
«rms the moft remote countries of the Weft* ^f^ 
Fifteen hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars — 'hs- 
were infcribed on the military roll ; of thefe the 
gre^ khan ieleded a third, which he entrufted 
to the command of his nephew Batou, the fon of 
Tuli; who reigned over his Other's conquefts to 
the north of the Cafpian Sea. After a feftival of 
forty days. Baton fet forwards on this great ezpe* 
dition; and fuch war the fpeed and ardour of 
his innumerable fquadrdns, that in lefs thsm fix 
' years they had meafured a line of ninety degrees 
of longitude^ a fourth part of the circumference 

£ca of 
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c H A' P^ of che globe* The great ritera of AGa aM Eu^ 
"*^* Mpt^ ihc Vblga and Kama, the Don and Boryft^ 
Hwcs» the Viftula and Danube, they either fwam 
.vkb ibdr horfes^ or paffed on the ice, or tra^ 
yerfed H^ kathern boats, wlv^h followed the 
ttmp, aod tranrport^ their ^raggona and artil- 
Jiery^ By the firft vidoriefl of Baton, ^ re* 
villains of national freedom were eradicated in the 
MBoxnni plaiiu c^" Turkefta^ and Kip»k*'. I0 
his rapid ' progrefs, be or^ra^ the kingdoms, as 
ihey 9f€ now ftyled* of Aftracaa and Ca3an; 
•atvl the tvoc^ which he detached towards moiutt 
Caucafus, explored ihe itioft fecret vcceflks of 
.Qeo^a and CircaiGa^ Thedtil difcord of the 
gres^t dukel, or princes^ of Raffia^ betrayed their 
eountryito the Tartars* They fpread from Li- 
vonia to the Black 8«u ud boiJi Mofcov and 
Kiotr« t^e * modern and the. andeBl; ciq>itak, were 
reduced to aflies; a temporary ruin, left fatal 
ib^ii thii d^^p^ ffid perhaps inddifale, mark, which 
H ' f<?rvitud(B of t^n^ bundird years has imprinted 
OA the chsgraf^ of the Ruffians. The Tartais 
n.V4g<d with <qt|al fury the countries whick they 
bpp^ tp: ppifeia, and thofe which they were 
biiftefiiiig Id lis^ve* Fkhu the permsmeitt: cbnqneft 
of Rpfli^ they nuide a deadly^ tboogh traafienty 
iiiroadt iaio the heart of Poland, and as far as 
the borders of Gejsn^ny^ /The cities of Lublin 
^tkd Cracow were obliterated: they ^ipproached 

0ff ThfJkip/ Jtij^9^, or plyiivof K^A, e^tepds cm eMtff Mc^the 
Voif^ in a boundicfs %ace towarcUf the Jaik ai|(l Boryahene^ aqd U i^p- 
pofed 10 contain the priiiicive name and nation of tlie Co(acks« 
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tkt ihdres of the Baltic ; lind in the hkttle of Lf Sr« chap. 
»it2^ they defetted the dukies of Sil^iia^ the Ft^ 
lift palatines^ and the great mafter of the Teu« 
tonic order, and filled nine facks with the rights 
ears tf the flain. From Lignit2, the extreme 
point of their weftern march, they turned afide M 
the invafion of Hungary; and the ptefence of 
fpirit of Batou infpired the hoft of five hundf^d 
thoufand men : the Carpathian hills could not be 
long impervious to their divided columfns) and 
their approach had been fondly difbelieved till it Waa 
irrefiftibly felt* The king^ Bela the fourth^ aifdmi^ 
bled the military force of his counts ^nd bi(h6p#| 
but he had alienated the nation by adopting a vit« 
grant hord of forty thoufand fefhilies of Comdnd^ 
und thefe favage guefts were proVoked to revolt 
by the fufpicion of treachery and the mufder of 
their prince. The whole coulitty north of thd 
Danube was loft in a day, and depopulated In a 
fummer; and the ruins of dfies and churchei 
were overfpread with the bones of the nativesi 
who expiated the fins of their Tatki(h ahceftor^ 
An ec^lefiaftic, who fled from the fack of Wat a<» 
din, defcribes the calamities which he had feen 
or fuffered ; and the fanguinary rage of fieges ani 
b&ttles is far lefs atrocious than the treatment 
of the fugitives, who had been allured from the 
woods under a protnife of peace and pardon, 
and who were coolly flaughtered as foon as they 
had performed the labours of the harveft and 
vintage. In the '^'inter, the Tartars pafled the 
Danube on the ice, and advanced to Gran or 
Strigonium, a German colony, and the metro- 

E e 3 polls 
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CHAP, polii of the kingdom. TUrty Agims were planted 
againft the walls; the ditches were filled with 
lacks of earth akid dead bodies ; and after a pro- 
mifcuous maflacre, three hundred noble matrons 
were flain in the prefence of the khan. Of ali 
the cities and fortrefles of Hungary, three, aloitt 
furvived the Tartar inrafion, and the unfortu* 
nate Bela hid his head among the iflands of the 
Adriatic. 

The Latin world was darkened by this cloud 
of lavage hoftility : a Ruilian fugitive carried the 
alarm to Sweden ; and the remote nations of the 
Baltic and the ocean trembled at the approach 
of the Tartars ^, whom their fear and ignorance 
were inclined to feparate from the human fpedes. 
Since the invafion of the Arabs in the eighth 
century, Europe had never been expofed to a 
fimilar calamity ; and if the difciples of Mahomet 
would have oppre&d her religion and liberty, it 
might be apprehended that the fliepherds of Scy* 
thia would extinguilh her cities, her surts, i and 
all the inftitutions of civil fociety. The Roman 
pontiff attempted to appeafe and convert thefe in- 
vincible Pagans by a miffion of Franci(can and 
Dominican friars; but he was aftQniflie4 by the 
reply of the khan, that the fons of God and of 

^ ^ In the yetr i»3S, the ipluibiunts af GMhia (SwtdenJ and Frife were 
pmrented, by their fear of the Tartars, from fending, as ufual, their (hips te 
the herring-fifliery on the coaft of England ; and as there was no exportation, 
f9Ktr or fifty of thefe fiih were fold for a (hUling (Matthew Paria, p. 396.). 
It is whiRifical enough, that the orders of a Mogul khan, who reigned 
en the borders of China, iheuld have lowtred the price of heningi in the 
Eogli A market* 

Zingis 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 423 

Ziiigis were invefted with a divine power to fub* chap. 
due or extirpate the nations; and that the pope ^— -^>^ 
would be involved in the univerfal deftru6Uon, 
unlefs he vifi,ed in perfon, and as a fuppliant, 
the royal hord. The emperor Frederic the fecond 
embraced a more generous mode of defence; 
and his letters to the kings of France and Eng- 
land, and the princes of Germany, reprefented 
the common danger, and urged them to arm their 
vaflals in this juft and rational crufade **• The 
Tartars themfelves were awed by the fame and 
valour of the Franks : the town of Newftadc in 
Auftria was bravely defended againft them by 
fifty knights and twenty crofs-bows ; and they 
raifed the fiege on the appearance of a German 
army. After wafting the adjacent kingdoms of 
Servia, Bofnia, and Bulgaria, Batou flowly re* 
treated from the Danube to the Volga to to^oj the 
rewards of viftory in the city and palace of Serai^ 
which ftarted at his command from the raidft of 
the defert. 

IV. Even the poor and frozen regions of the Of Siberia, 
north attraded the arms of the Moguls: Shd- 1141, *€• 
bani Khan, the brother of the great Batou, led 

«9 I fliall copy hit charaderitUc or lUtteriiig epithnt of the cfiffcreac 
countries of EurojM : Furens ac fervens ad arma Germaniay ftrenuc militis 
gentrtrix et alumna Francia, belllcofa eC audax Hifpania, vinuofa vlris et 
rlafle nranita fertilis Angtiay impetnofit beUatoribof relerta Akmaama, 
navalis Dacia» indomiu Italia, pacis ignara Bur;gundia« inquieu Apuiia, ciuo 
marls Grcci, Adriatici et Tyrrbeni infulis pyraticis et inviAis, Creti, Cypro» 
Sicllid, cum Oceano contcrminis infulis^ et regioAibus» crnenta Hybemla, 
ctiin asili Wallia, paluftris Scotia, glaciaUs Norwcgia fuam ele^am militiam 
61b vcxiUo Crucis tkftinabunt, ftc. (Matthew Faris^ p. 49S.}. 
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CHAP an hord of fifteen thoufand femilies into the wild* 
of Siberia ; and his defcendants reigned at To* 
bolikoy above three centuries, till the Ruffian 
conqueft. The fpirit of enterprife which pur« 
fued the courfe of the Oby and Yenxfei mud have 
led to the difcovery of the icy fea. After brufli* 
ing away the monftrous fables, of men with dogs 
heads and cloven feet, we (hall find, that, fifteen 
years after the death of Zinsris, the Moguls were 
informed of the name and manners of the Sa« 
Oioyedes in the neighbourhood of the polar circle^ 
who dwelt in fubterraneous huts, and derived their 
furs and their food from the fole occupation of 
hunting ^^ 

While China, Syria, and Poland, were in* 
vadcd at the fame time by the Moguls and Tar* 
--»»59!"^ tars, tiie authors of the mighty mifchief were 
content with the knowledge and declaration, that 
th^r wprd was the fword of death. Like the fitft 
caliph^, the firft fuc<^ors of Zingis feldom ap- 
peared in perfon at the bead of their yidorious 
armies. On the banks of the Onon and Selinga, 
the royal or gotten bor4 exhibited th$ contraft 
pf fimplictty and greatnefs ; of the roafted fteep 
and mare's nnilk which comppfed their banquets ; 
and of a diflribution in one day of five hundred 
waggons of gojd and filver. Th^ amb^ffadors 
and princes of Europe s^nd Afia were compelled 
to, undertake this diftant and laborious pilgrim* 

30 See Carpin*8 relation in Hackluyt, vol. i. p. 30. Tlic pedigree of the 
khans of Si vria is j;;iven .by Abuipliazi (part viii. p. 485— ^^jsO* Have th^ 
Kuflians tpund no Tartar chronicles at ToboJflti ? 
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age ; ahd the life and rleign of the great dukes of c ^ ^ *"- 
Ruffia, the kings of Georgia and Armenia, the 
fultans of Iconic m, and the emirs of Perfla, were 
decided by the frown or fmile of the great khaii. 
The fons and grandfons of Zingis had been ac- 
cuftomed to the paftoral life ; but the village of 
Caracorum'" was gradually ennobled by their 
deAipn and refitience. A change of manners is 
implied in the removal of OStzi and Mangoa 
from a tent to an houfe ; and their example was 
imitated by the princes of their family and the 
grieat. officers of the eilipire* Inftead oi the bound* 
hk foreft, the iaclofure of a park aflforded the 
more indolent pleafures of the chace ; their new 
babitatbns were decorated with painting and 
fculpture ; their fuperfluous treafures were cafl 
in fountains, and batons, and ftatues of maffy 
filver; and the artifts of China and Paris vied 
with each other in th^ fervice of the great khan ^\ 
Caracorum contained two ftreets, the one of Chi« 
Hefe fnechanics, the other of Mahometan traders ; 
Itnd the places of religious worihip^ one Nefto* 
yian churchy two moFchs, and twelve temples of 
prions idols, may reprefent in fome degree the 

number aiid divifioi^of inhabitants* Tet a French 

> 

31 The Map of d*Anville, and the Ghmtre itineraries (de Cuig'^es, 
torn. i. part ii. p. S'O* '^^'^m to mark <he pofition of Holin, or Carjco. 
flMS aWtut file httttdied truiti to the nonh-wcft of Pekin. The <lif%anee 
^tw#eo Selinginfky an<^ Pekin it Dear »oao RttOian verfti, between 1300 
and J4C0 £n^li(h miles (BeU*s 1 ravels, votii. p. 67*)- 

%^ Rbbroqms fbnnd at Caracorum his conntrymai) Gui/Uunu Beueher 
yjevre df Jpafv* who liyd esecvted (or the khan a iUvor cree^ Cuppotted by 
"four lions, and ejeding four different liqi}ort. Ab«l|$bui (part iv. p. 336.) 
|)Q€Atiops Che paiDun «f Kitay or Cbinai 

miffionary 
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CHAP, miffionary declares, that the town of St. Denys^ 
^J-,-J_r near Paris, was more confiderable than the Tar- 
tar capital ; and that the whole palace of Man- 
gou was fcarcely equal to a tenth part of that 
Benedidine abbey. The conquefts of Ruffia and 
Syria might amufe the vanity of the great khans ; 
but they were feated on the borders of China ; 
the acquifition oT that empire was the neareft 
and mod interefting objeA; and they might 
le^rn from their paftoral economy;, that it is for 
the. ad vantage of the (hepherd to proteft and pro- 
•dopttbe palate his flock. I have already celebrated the 

manners of '^ ^ 

China, wifdom and virtue of a Mandarin, who prevented 
—1368.*^' the defolatibn of five populous and ' cultivated 
provinces. In a fpotlefs adminifliration of thirty 
years, this friend of his country and of mankind 
continually laboured to mitigate, or fufpend, the 
havoc of war; to fave the monuments, and to 
rekindle the flame, of fcience; to reftrain the 
military commander by the reftoration of civil 
magiftrates ; and to inftil the love of peace and 
juftice into the minds of the Moguls. He drug- 
gled with the barbarilm of the firft conquerors; 
but his falutary leflbnf produced a rich harveft 
in the fecond generatiqh. The northern, and by 
degrees the fouthern/ empire, acquiefced in the 
government of Cubuti, the lieutenant, and after- 
wards the fucceflbr, of Mangou ; and the nation 
was loyal to a prince who had been educated ta' 
the manners of China. He reftored the forms 
of her venerable conftitution ; and the vigors fub- 
mitted to the laws, the faihions, and even the 

prejudices^ 
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prejudices, of the vanquiflied people. This peace- 
ful triumph, which has been more than once 
repeated, may be afcribed, in a great meafure, to 
the numbers and fervitude of the Chinefe. The 
Mogul army was diifolved in a vafl: and populous 
country ; and thdr emperors adopted with plea- 
fure a political fyftem, which gives to the prince 
the foltd fubftance of defpotifm, and leaves to the 
fubjedt the empty names of philofophy, freedom, 
and filial obedience. Under the reign of Cublai^ 
letters and commerce, peace and juftice, were 
reftored ; the great canal, of five hundred miles, 
was opened from Nankin to the capital ; he nxed 
his refidence at Pekin ; and difplayed in his court 
the magnificence of the greateft monarch of Afia* 
Tet this learned prince declined from the pure 
and fimple religion of his great anceftor ; he facri- 
ficed to the idol Fo ; and his blind attachment 
to the lamas of Thibet and the bonzes of China ** 
provoked the cenfure of the difciples of Confg- 
cius. His fucceflbrs polluted the palace with a 
crowd of eunuchs, phyficians, and aftrologers, 
while thirteen millions of their fubjeds were 
confumed in the provinces by famine. One hun* 
dred and forty years after the death of Zingis, 
hi^ degenex^te race, the dynafty of the Yuen, was 
expelled by |a revolt of the native Chinefe ; and 

31 The attachment of the khans, and the hatred of the mandarins, to 
tbt bonies and lamas (Duhalde, Hift. de la Chine, torn. i. p. 502, 503.) 
fcems to Kprefent them as the priefts of the fame god, of the Indian Fp, 
wbofe worihjp prevails among the feds of Hindoflan, Slam, Thibet, Chinaj 
and J9pan. But this myfterious fubjefl is ftUl loft in a cloudy which Che 
itftttcbts of our AiSttic Society may gradually difpeJ, 

1 3 the 
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CHAP, the Mogul emperors were loft in the oHWon of 
._^ -^ the defert. Before this revolution, they had for- 
Divifion of fcited their fupretnacy over the dependent branches 
empire, of their houfe, the khans of Kipzak and RufBa, 
—1300!*^^ ^he khans of Zagatai or Tranfoxiana, and the 
khans of Iran or Perfia. By their diftance and 
power thefe royal lieutenants had foon been 
rcle^fed from the duties of obedience; and, after 
the death of Cublai, they fcbrned to accept a> 
fceptre or a title from his unworthy fucceflbrs. 
According to thefr refpeflive fituatioii they main- 
tained the fimplicity of the paftoral life, or af- 
fumed the luxury of the cities of Afia ; but the 
princes and their hords were alike difpofed for the 
reception of a foreign worfliip. After fome hefi- 
tation between the Gofpel and the Koran, they 
conformed to the religion of Mahomet ; and while 
they adopted for their brethren the Arabs and 
Perfians, they renounced all intercourfe with the 
ancient Moguls, the idolaters of China. 
Efcapcof In this fliipwreck of nations, fome furprife may 
noJ^ic'Tnd" be cxcited by the efcape of the Roman empire, 
J|^9^y^^ whofe relics, at the time of the Mogul invafibn, 
the Moguls, w6re difmembered by the Greeks and Latins. 
-^1304**° Lefs potent than Alexander, they were prefTed, 
like The Macedonian, both in Europe and 
Afia, by the (hepherds of Scythia ; and had the 
the Tartars undertaken the fiege, Conftanti* 
nople mufl have yielded to the fate of Pekin, 
Samarcand, and Bagdad. The glorious and 
voluntary retreat of Batou from the Danube 
was infuited by the vain triumph of the Franks 

ud 
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^4 Greeks '* ; and in a fecond expedition death c h a p^ 
fufpi^i^ ^im in . full inarch to attack the capital 
pf tJ^e.Caefers* His brother Borga carried the 
:%rtftf j^xm Into Bulgaria and Thrace ; but be 
^a^ rdl^cried from the Byaantine war by a vifit 
<9 NovogQfPd, in tlw fifiy-tfeventh degree of lati- 
J^e^. ^iiege he numbered the inhabitants and 
i^uto'dd the tributes of RufBa. The Mogul 
kh«nv;formfid an aJKance. with the Mamalukes 
i^gffimQiyJm brethrdn of Perfia : three hundred 
^aboofaod horfe penetrated through the gates of 
IkibcgBLdi aad^the Greeks might rgoice^n the 
£fil -exaoiple of domeftic war. Afqer the reco^ 
•TC&Sjt.yf Conftantinople, Michael Palaeoiogns ^, 
at a xl^nce from his court and army, was fur- 
j&rifed' and' furroundedy inr a Thrasian caftle, by 
liwomy thoufiuid Tartars. But the obje£b of their 
toarch was a private inter eft ; they cameita tht 
4^«raace q£ Azadiii, this Turkifh fultan; and 
men^ content with, his perfon and the trea&re of 
tbci Mip/sror^ Their, general Noga, wbofe n^ame 
ift perpetuated ifi the h^ds of Aftracan, taifed a 
fermidiable rdtellipu againft Mefago Timour, the 
ihitd.of the .khtos.pf Kipsak^ obtained in mar* 
itage Maria tk^ natural daughter of Palaeoiogus ( 
and guarded the dominions of hiisi friend and 
fathev. /The iubfeq^^nt invafions of a Scythiaa 

34 Some rcpiilfc of'thc Moguli in Hungary (Matthew Paris^ P- 545i 
546'.) niight propagate arid colour the report of the union and-vidory of the 
ifiini^ctf ti|e Eran)<s.tfn .^ cjtnjises ^f Bulgada. Abuiph^tragius (Dynait. 
p. 310.), after forty years, beyond the Tigris, might be eafiJy deceived. 

$S Sec Paoliymer, I ill. c 25. and l.ix. c. a6, 27. : and the falfc alamv 
at Nice, 1* ill. c. %•;'. Nicephorus Cregoras> 1. iv. q. $» ^ 

caft 
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CHAP, cad were thofe of outlaws and fugitives ; and 
fome thoufands of Alani and Comans, who had 
been driven from their native feats, were re^ 
claimed from a vagrant life, and inlifted in the 
fervice of the empire. Such was the influence 
in Europe of the invafion of the Moguls. The 
firft terror of their arms fecured, rather than diC- 
turbed, the peace of the Roman Afia. The fiit- 
tan of Iconium folicited a perfonal interview with 
John Vataces; and his artful policy encouraged 
the Turks to defend their barrier againft the coou 
mon enemy ^*. That barrier indeed was feok 
overthrown; and the fervitude and ruin of the 
3eljukians expofed the nakedneis of the Greeks* 
The formidable Holagou threatened to march to 
Conftantinople at the head of four hundred tbou- 
fand men ; and the groundlefs panic of the citi^ 
zens of Nice will prefent an image of the terror 
which he had infpired. The accident of a pro- 
ceffion, and the found of a doleful litany, ^ From 
*^ the fiiry of the Tartars, good Lord, deliver 
*^ us,'' had fcattered the hafty report of an a&ult 
and mafiacre. In the blind credulity of fear, 
the ftreets of Nice were crowded, vnth thoufands 
of both fexes, who knew not from what or to 
whom they fled ; and fome hours dapfed^ before 
the firmnefs of the military officers could relieve 
the city from this imaginary foe. But the am- 
bition of Holagou and his fucceflbrs was fortu« 
nately diverted by the conqueil of Bagdad^ and a 

>< G« Acropo21ta> p« 36, 37. NIc GfCSorM> lu. €•(• Civ^ €• s* 

long 
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long viciffitude of Syrian wars : their hoftility chap. 
to the Mt)flems inclined them to unite with the w.-v"^> 
Greeks and Franks ^' ; and their generofity or 
contempt had oflFered the kingdom of Anatolia 
as the reward of an Armenian vaflal. The frag- 
ments of the Seljukian monarchy were difputed 
by the emirs who had occupied the cities or 
the mountains ; but they all confeffed the fupre- 
macy of the khans of Perfia ; and he often inter* 
pofed his authority, and fometimes his arms, to 
check their depredations, and to preferve the 
peace and balance of hiB Turkifli frontier^ The Decline of 
death of Cazan'\ one of the greateft and moft kifant^ 
accompliOied princes of the houfe of Zingis, a! a* 1304, 
removed this falutary control ; and the decline of ^^^ 3i« 
the Moguls gave a free fcope to the rife and pro* 
grefs of the Ottoman empire '^. • 

After the retreat of Zingis, the fultan Gela- origin of 
leddin of Carizme had returned from India to l!|^,2|^ 
the poffeffion and defence of his Perfian king- ^d.i»4«, 
doms. In the fpace of eleven years, that hero 
fought in perfon fourteen battles ; and fuch was 

17 Abulphmgiusy who wrote in the year 11(40 dedarei, that the Mo« 
gaUy fince the fabulous defeat of Batou, had not attacked either the Franks 
or Greeks { and of this be is a competent witnefs. ffayton, likewife^ 
the Amsniac prince^ celebrates their frknd/hip for himCeif and his 
nation. 

' )S Pachymcr gives a fpkndid charaAer of Cacan K han, the rival of Cyrus 
and Alexander (1. xii. c i*). la the condufion of his hiftory(l. xiii. c. 36.), 
he bof€s much from the arrival of 30,000 Tochars or Tartars, who were 
ordered by the fucceiTor of Cazan to reftniin the Turks of Bitbynia, A. D, 
1308. \ ' 

* 39 The origin of the Ottoman dynafty is illoftrated by the critical learning 
of M. M. de Guignes (Hift. des Huns, torn. iv. p. 319 — 337.) and d*An« 
tU^ (Bmpire Turc* p* I4<^u.)« fiiwo ioh^itants of Paris, inm whom the 
Qricittals laay (tarn the hiftory and Sffography of their own country* 

his 
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CHAP, his a£livit)% that he led his cavalry in feventeea 
..-v^ days from Teflis to Kerman, a march of a thou* 
fand miles* Yet he was opprefled by the jealoufy 
of the Moflem princes, and the innumerable armies 
of the Moguls ; and after his laft defeat, Gela* 
leddin periflied ignobly in the mountains of Cur- 
diftan. His death diffolved a veteran and adven* 
turous army, which included under the name of 
Carizmians or Corafmins many Turkman hords, 
that had attached themfelves to the fultan's for* 
tune. The bolder and. more powerful chiefs 
mvaded Syria, and ^violated the holy fepolchre of 
Jerufalem : the more bumble engaged 'in the fer* 
vice of Aladin, fulian of Iconiiim ; and among 
tfaefe were the obfcure fathers' of the Ottomaa 
line. They had formerly pitched their toits near 
• the fouthern banks of the Oxus, in the plains of 
Mahan and Nefa ; and it is fomewhat remarkable, 
that the fame fpot (ho^ld have produced the firft 
Mthors of the Farthian and Turkifh empires. At 
the head, or in the rear, of a Karifmian army, 
Soliman Shah was drowned in the paflfage of the 
Euphrates : his fon Orthogrul became the foldier 
and fubje^ of Atadin, and eftablilhed at Surgut, 
on the banks of the Sangar^ a camp of four hun* 
dred families or tents, whom he governed fifty* 
Keign of two years* both in peace and war. He was the 
oumijin, fother of Thaman, or Athnaan^ wbofe Turkifli 
^2326. name has been melted Into the appellation of the 
caliph Othman ; and if we defctibe that pafloral 
chief as' a (hepherd and a robber, we mud iepa* 
rale from tfaofe ehara&era aU idea of igoominj 

t and 
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and t^feneft. Othman pofleflfed, and perhaps chap. 
furpafled, the ordinary virtues of a foldierj and ^^^ 
the circumftances of time and place were propi- 
tious to his independence and fuccefs. The Sel- 
jukian dynafty was no more; and' the diftance 
and decline of the Mogul khans foon enfranchifed 
him from the control of a fuperior. He was 
lituate on the verge of the Greek empire : the 
K^oran fanftified his gazi^ or holy war, againft the 
infidels i and their political errors unlocked the 
paflfes of mount Olympus, and invited him to 
defcend into the plains of Bithynia. Till the 
reign of Palsologus, thefe pafTes had been vigi- 
lantly guarded by the militia of the country, who 
were repaid by their own fafety and an exeraptioin 
from taxes. The emperor abolifhed their privi« 
lege and aflumed their office; but the tribute 
was rigoroufly coUeded, the cuftody of the pafles 
was negle£ted, and the hardy mountaineers dege« 
nerated into a trembling crowd of peafants with<« 
out fpirit or difcipline. It was on the twenty- 
feventh of July, in the year twelve hundred and 
ninety-nine of the Chriflian sera, that Othman 
firft invaded the territory of Nicomedia*®; and 
the fmgular accuracy of the date feems to difclofe 
fome forefight of the rapid and deftrudive growth 
of the monfter. The annals of the twenty-feven 
years of his reign would exhibit a repetition of 

40 See Pachymer, 1* x. c. 25, 26. 1, xlii. c. 33, 34* 36. ; and concerning tht 
guard of the moantains, 1. L c. 3 — 6. : ' Nicephorus Gregonis> 1. vai« c* i. 
and (he i*^ book of LaoDicua Chalcondylcsy the Athenian* 

Vol. XI. Ff th« 
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the fame inroads ; and his hereditary troops were 
muhiplied in each campaign by the acceilion of 
captives and volunteers. Inftead of retreating to 
the hills, he maintained the molt ufeful and de- 
feniible pofts; fortified the towns and caftles 
which he had firft pillaged; and renounced the 
paftoral life for the baths and palaces of his infant 
capitals. But it was not till Othman was op- 
prefTed by age and infirmities, that he received 
the welcome news of the conqueft of Prufa, which 
had been furrendered by famine or treachery to 
the arms of his fon Orchan. The glory of Oth- 
man is chiefly founded on that of his defcendants ; 
but the Turks have tranfcribed or compofed a 
royal teftament of his lad counfels of juftice and 
moderation ^\ 

From the conqueft of Prufa, we may date the 
true sera of the Ottoman empire. The lives and 



41 I am ignorant whether the Turks have any writers older than Ma« 
homct II. nor can I reach beyond a meagre chronicle (Annales Turcici ad 
Annum 1550), tranflated by John Gaudier, and pubUflied by Leunclavias 
(adcalcem Laonic. Chalcond. p. 311 — 3SO.)i with copious pandeQs^ or com- 
mentaries. The Hiftory of the Growth and Decay (A. D. 1300— 1683) of the 
Othman empire, was tranflated into £n|fli(h from the Latin MS. of Demetrius 
Cantemn-, prince of Moldavia (London, 1734* in folio). The author is 
guilty of ftrange blunders in Oriental Hidory ; but he was converfant with 
the language, the annals, and inftitutions of the Turks. Cantemir partly 
draws his materials from the Synopfis of Saadi Effendi of Larifla, dedicated 
in the year 1696 to fultan Muftapha, and a valuable abridgment of the 
original hiftorians* In one of the Ramblers, Dr. Johnfon praifes Knolles 
(a General hiilory of the Turks to the prefent year, London, 1603) as the 
£rft of hillorians, unhappy only in the choice of his fubje^. Yet 1 much 
doubt whether a partial and verbofe compilation from Latin writers, thir- 
teen hundred folio pages of fpeeches and battles, can either inftru^ or amufe 
an enlightened age, which rcquiics from the hiftorian fome tin^ure of 
philofopby and criticifm. 



poflfeffions 



A.D. 

13*6— 



OP THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 435 

poffeffions of the Chriftian fdbjefts were'redeemed ^ ^^ p. 
by a tribute or ranfom of thirty thoufand crowns 
of gold ; .and the city, by the labours of Orchan, 
aflumed the afpeft of a Mahometan capital j Prufa 'i^o— 
was decorated with a mofch, a college^ and an 
hofpital of royal foundation; this Seljukian coin 
was changed for the name and impreifion of the 
new dynafty : and the mod Ikilful profeffors, of 
human and divine knowledge, attrafted the Per- 
fian and Arabian ftudents from the ancient fchools 
of Oriental learning. The office of vizir was 
inftituted for Aiadin, the brother of Orchan; 
and a different habit diftinguifhed the citizens 
from the peafants, the Modems from the inBdels. 
All the troops of Othman had confifted of loofe 
fquadrons of Turkman cavalry ; who ferved with- 
out pay and fought without difcipline: but a 
regular body of infantry was firfl: edabliflied and 
trained by the prudence of his fon. A great 
number of volunteers was enrolled with a fmall 
ftipend, but with the permiffion of living at home, 
unlefs they were fummoned to the field : their 
rude manners, and feditiious temper, difpofed Or- 
chan to educate his young captives as his foldiers 
and thofe of the prophet ; but the Turkifh pea- 
fants were ftill allowed to mount on horfeback, 
and follow his ftandard, with the appellation 
and the hopes o{ freebooters. By thefe arts he 
formed an army of twenty-five thoufand Mof- 
lems : a train of battering engines was framed 
for the ufe of fieges ; and the firfl: fuccefsful ex- His con- 
periment was made on the cities of Nice and BuhyiSl, 
Nicomedia. Orchan granted a fafe-conduft to a.d. ijas 
all who were defirous of departing with their 

F f 3 families 
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CHAP, families ahd eSe&s ; but the widows of the flain 
were given in marriage to the conquerors; and 
the facrilegious plunder, the book^, the vafes, 
and the images, were fold or ranfomed at Con- 
ftantinople. The emperor Andronicus the younger 
was ranquiflied and wounded by the fon of Oth- 
man ^ : he fubdued the whole province or king- 
dom of Bithynia, as far as the (bores of the Bof- 
phorus and Hellefpont; and the chriftians con- 
feflfed the juftice and clemency of a reign, which 
claimed the voluntary attachment of the Turks 
of Afia. Yet Orchan was ccmtent with the mp- 
deft title of emir ; and in the lift of his com- 
peers, the princes of Roum or Anatolia *% his 
military forces were furpaffed by the emirs of 
Ghermian and Caramania, each of whom could 
bring into the field an army of forty thoufand 
men. Their dominions were fituate in the heart 
of the Seljukian kingdom : but the holy warriors, 
though of inferior note, who formed new princi- 
palities on the Greek eippire, are more confpi- 
cuous in the light of hiftory. The maritime 
country from the Propontis to the Masander and 
the ifle of Rhodes, fo long threatened and fo 
often pillaged, was finally foft about tl?e thirdeth 
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4» Canucuiene, thoti^h he relates the battle and herxric flight of the 
younger Andronicus (1. il. c. 6, 7, 8.)> diffcmbles hy his fiicnce the lofs ol 
Pnifa, Nice, and Nicomedia, which are fairly confeffed by Nicephorui 
Gregoras (1. ▼iii. 15. ix. 9. 13. xi. 6.)." It appears that Nice was taken by 
Orchan in 1 330, and Nicomedia in ig^^, which are fomcwhat dilfervnt 
from the Turkilh dates. 

41 The partition of the Turklfli emirs is cxtrafted from two contempo. 
rirics, the Greek Nicephorus Gregoras (I. vii. i.) and the Arabian Ma. 
fakcfchi (dc CiMgncs, lom. ii. P.ii. p. 76, 770* Sec likpwife the firft book 
cf Lao&icas Chalcondyles. 
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year of Andronicus the elder **. Two Turkifli chap, 
thieftaiQs, Sarukhan and Aidin, left their names ^_ ^l^^ 
to their conquefts, and their conquefts to their 
pofterity. The captivity or ruin of the /even ^^*?fthe 

1 t r A /* r It. Afiatic pro- 

cnurcbes of Aua was confummated ; and the bar- vinces, 
barous lords of Ionia and Lydia ftill trample on 1312, ^c 
the monuments of claflic and ChriiUan antiquity. 
In the lofs of Ephefus^ the Chriflians deplored the 
fall of the firft angeU the extindion of the firft 
candleftick, of the revelations^': the defolation 
is complete ; and the temple of Diana, or the 
church of Mary, will equally elude the fearch of 
the curious traveller. The circus and three ilately 
theatres of Laodicea are now peopled with wolves 
and foxes ; Sardes is reduced to a miferable vil* 
lage ; the God of Mahomet, without a rival or 
a fon, is invoked in the mofchs of Thyatira and 
Pergamus ; and the populoufhefs of Smyrna is 
fupported by the foreign trade of the r ranks and 
Armenians. Philadelphia alone has been faved 
by prophecy, or courage. At a diftance from the 
fea, forgotten by the emperors, encompafTed on 
all fides by the Turks, her valiant citizens de- 
fended their religion and freedom above four- 
f(^re years ; and at length capitulated with the 
proudeft of the Ottomans. Among the Greek 

44 Pachymer, 1. xlii. c. 13. 

4f See the Travels of Wheeler and Spon, of Pococke an^ Chandler, and 
more parcicuiarly SmitK's Survey of t!ie Seven Churches 0^ Afia, p. 205-— 
%y6» • The more pious antiquaries labour to reconcile the promifes and 
threats of the author of the Revelations with the prefent (Iste of the feveii 
cities. Ptrhaps it would be more prudent to confine bis predi^ions to th« 
chara^ers and events of his own times. 

F f 3 "** colonies 
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CHAP, colonies and churches of Afia, Philadelphia is 

I XlV • 

'_-^~i_ ftill erefl ; a column in a fcene of ruins; a pleaf* 

ing example, that the paths of honour and fafety 

The knights niay fomctimes be the fame. The fervitude of 

oi Rhode*, Rhodes was delayed above two centuries by the 

A. D 1310, ' ^ 

Aug. 15— eftablifhment of. the knights of St. John of Jeru- 
jM, i. **^' falem ♦^ : under the diCcipline of the order, that 
ifland emerged into fame and opulence ; the noble 
and warlike monks were renowned by land and 
fea; and the bulwark of Chriftendom provoked, 
and repelled, the arm^ of the Turks and Sara^ 
cens. 
Firftpaffhgc The Greeks, by their inteftine divifions, were 
rnwEuropc^ thc authors of their final ruin. During jhe civil 
i'^aIL ^^^^ of ^he elder and younger Andronicus, thc 
>347- fon of Othman atchieved, almoft without refift- 
ance, the conqueft of Birhynia ; and the fame 
diforders encouraged the Turkifli emirs of Lydia 
and Ionia to build a fleet, and to pillage the ad- 
jacent ifiands and the fea-coaft of Europe. In 
the defence of his life and honour, Cantacuzene 
was tempted to prevent, or imitate, his adverfa- 
ries ; by calling to his aid the public enemies of 
his religion and country. Amir, the fon of Ai- 
din, concealed under a Turkiih garb the huma- 
nity and politenefs of a Greek; he was united 
with the great domeftic by mutual efteem and 
j^cciprocal fervices ; and their friendlhip is com- 
pared, in the vain rhetoric of the times, to the 

46 Confult thc iv«»» book of thc Hlftoire de I'Ordre dcMalthe, par l*Abbe 
de Vertot. Tlwii pleafliig writer betrays his ignorance, in fuppofing that 
Othman* a freebooter of the Bithynian hills, could befic|^ Rhodes by fca 
and iand. * ^ 

perfect 
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perfeft union of Oreftes and Pylades *'. On the c h a p. 

■ . LXIV, 

report of the danger of his friend, who was per- 
fecuted by an ungrateful court, the prince of 
Ionia aflembled at Smyrna a fleet of three hun- 
dred veffels, with an army of twenty-nine thoufand 
men ; failed in the depth of winter, and cad an- 
chor at the mouth of the Hebrus. From thence, 
with a chofen band of two thoufand Turks, he 
marched along the banks of the river, and refcued 
the emprefs, who was befieged in Demotica by 
the wild Bulgarians. At that difaflrous moment, 
the life or death of his beloved Cantacuzene was 
concealed by his flight into Servia : but the grate- 
ful Irene, impatient to behold her deliverer, in- 
vited him to enter the city, and accompanied her 
mefifage with a prefent of rich apparel, and an 
hundred horfes. By a peculiar ftrain of delicacy, 
the gentle Barbarian refufed, in the abfence of an 
unfortunate friend, to vifit his wife, or to tafle 
the luxuries of the palace ; fuflained in his tent 
the rigour of the winter ;• and rejefted the hofpi- 
table gift, that he might fhare the hardfhips of 
two thoufand companions, all as deferving as 
himfelf of that honour and diftindion. Neceffity 
and revenge might juftify his praedatory excur- 
iions by fea and land : he left nine thoufand five 
hundred men for the guard of his fleet; and 

47 Nicephprus Gregoras has expatiated with pleafure on this amiable ch^. 
ra^er (1. zii. 7. xiii. 4. 10. xiv. i. 9. xvl. 6*). Cantacuzene fpeaks with 
honour and edecm of his ally (1. iii. c. 56, 57. 63, 64. 66, 67, 6S. 96. 89. 
95» 9^')i l^ut he feems ignorant of his own fentimental paflion for. the 
Turk, and indire^ly denies the polfibility of fuch unnatural fnendihip 
(1. iv« c. 40.). 

F f 4 per. 
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CHAP, perfevered in the fruitlefs fearch of Cantacu2ene, 
^^^^' till his cmbaTkation was haftencd by a fiftitious 
letter, the fe verity of the feafon, the clamoors of 
his independent troops, and the weight of his 
fpoil and captives. In the profecution of the civil 
war> the prince of Ionia twice returned to Ea- 
rope ; joined his arms with thofe of the emperor ; 
befieged Thefialonica, • and threatened Conftanti* 
nople. Calumny might aiEx fome reproach on 
his imperfe£): aid, his hafty departure, and a bribe 
of ten thoufand crowns, which he accepted from 
the Byzantine court; but his friend was fatisfied; 
and the condud of Amir is excufed by the more 
facred duty of defending againft the Latins bis 
hereditary dominions. The maritime power of 
the Turks had united the pope, the king of Cy- 
prus, the republic of Venice, and the order of 
St. John, in a laudable crufade ; their gallies in- 
vaded the coaft of Ionia; and Amir was flain 
with an arrow, in the attempt to wreft from the 
Rbodian knights the citadel of Smyrna*'. Be- 
fore his death, he generoufly recommended an- 
other ally of his own nation ; not more fmcere or 
zealous than himfelf, but more able to afford a 
prompt and powerful fuccour, by his fituation 
along the Propontis and in the front of Conftan* 
Marriage of tiuople. By the profpeft of a more advantageous 
^GredT**** treaty, the Turkifh prince of Bithynia was de- 
princef$» tached from his engagements with Anne of Sa- 

4« After the conqueft of Smyrna by the Latins, the defence of this fortreft 
was impofed by pope Gregory XI. on the knights of Rhodes tftc Vertot 

voy} 
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voy i and the pride of Orchan dictated the moft chap. 
folemn proteftations, that if he could obtain the ■, -,-'^ 
daughter of Cantacuzene, he would invariably A.D.1J46. 
fulfil the duties of a fubjeft and a fon. Parental 
tendernefs was filenced by the voice of ambition ; 
the Greek clergy connived at the marriage of a 
Chriftian princefs with a feftary of Mahomet; 
and the father of Theodora defcribes, with Ihame- 
ful fatisfaftion, the diflionour of the purple *•. A 
body of Turkifli cavalry attended the ambaffadors, 
who difembarkcd from thirty veffels before his 
camp of Selybria. A (lately pavilion was erefted 
in which the emprefs Ireoe paffed the night with 
her daughters. In the morning, Theodora at 
cended a throne, which was furrounded with 
curtains of filk and gold ; the troops were un- 
der arms ; but the emperor alone was on horfe- 
back. At a fignal the curtains were fuddenly 
withdrawn, to difclofe the bride, or the yiftim, 
encircled by kneeling eunuchs and hymenaeal 
torches-: the found of flutes and trumpets pro- 
claimed the joyful event; and her pretended 
happinefs was the theme of the nuptial fong, 
which was chaunted by fuch poets as the age 
could produce. Without the rites of the church, 
Theodofa was delivered to her barbarous lord ; 
but it had been ftipulated, that fhe (hould'pre- 
ferve her religion in the haram of Burfa; and 

49 See Cantacuzenus, 1. iih c. 95. Nicephorus Gregoras, who« 'for tht 
light of mount Thabor, brands the tmperor with the names of tyrant and 
Herod, excufes, rather than blames, this Turkiih marriagt, and alleges 
the palTion and power of Orchan, tyyvTctt^f km t^ iwa^u na xar 
Avroy ti^t) IlE^atxv; {T^urkijb) vVfpaipa/v ZorptiMroK (Lxv. 5.). He after- 
wards celebrates his kinj^dom and armies* See his reign in Cantemir^ 
p. »4"*30. 

her 
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CHAP, her father celebrates her charity and devotion ia 
^ uciv ^ ^j^j^ ambiguous fituation. After his peaceful 
efl:abli(hment on the throne of Conftantinople^ 
the Greek emperor vifued his Turkifli ally, who 
with four Tons, by various wives, expected, him 
at Scutari, on the Afiatic Ihore. The two princes 
partook, with feeming cordiality, of the pleafures 
of the banquet and the chace; and Theodora 
was permitted to repaf$ the Bofphorus, and to 
enjoy fome days in the fociety of her mother. 
But the friendfhip of Orchan was fubfervient to 
his religion and intereft ; and in the Genoefe war 
he joined without a bluih the enemies of Canta- 
cuzene. 

I^^nfo?* ^^ ^^^ treaty with the emprefs Anne, the Ot- 
theotto. toman prince had inferted a fmgular condition^ 
tJvopc^ that it (hould be lawful for him to fell his pri- 
^'D.J^SZ' foners at Conftantinople, or tranfport them into 
Aiia. A naked crowd of Chriftians of both fexes 
and every age, of priefts and monks, of ma* 
trons and virgins, was expofed in the public 
market ; the whip was frequently ufed to quicken 
the charity of redemption ; and the indigent 
Greeks deplored the fate of their brethren, who 
were led away to the worft evils of temporal and 
fpiritual bondage *^ Cantacuzene was reduced 
to fubfcribe the fame terms ; and their execution 
muft have been ftill more pernicious to the em- 
pire : a body of ten thoufand Turks had been 
detached to the afiiflance of the emprefs Anne ; 

50 The moft lively and conclfe pifture of this captivity, may be found 
in the htdory of Ducas (c. 8.), who fairly defcribis wliat Cantacuzene con- 
feUes with a guilty bluih ! 

but 
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but the entire forces of Orchan were exerted in c h a ip. 
the fervice of his father. Yet thefe calamities 
were of a tranfient nature ; as foon as the ftorm 
had pafled away, the fugitives might return to 
their habitations •, and at the conclufion of the 
civil and foreign wars, Europe was completely 
evacuated by the Moflems of Afia. It was in his 
laft quarrel with his pupil that Cantacuzene in- 
flided the. deep and deadly wound, which could 
never be healed by his fucceffors, and which is 
poorly expiated by his theological dialogues againfl: 
the prophet Mahomet. Ignorant of iheir own 
hiftory, the modern Turks confound their firft: 
and their final pafllige of the Hellefpont ^*, and 
defcribe the fon of Orchan as a nofturnal robber, 
who, with eighty companions, explores by ftrata- 
gem an hoftile and unknown (hore. Soliman, at 
the head of ten thoufand horfe, was tranfported 
m the veflels, and entertained as the friend, of- 
the Greek emperor. In the civil wars of Ro- 
mania, he performed fome fervice, and perpe- 
trated more mifchief; but the Cherfonefus was 
infenfibly filled with a Turkifli colony ; and the 
Byzantine court foHcited in vain the reftitution of 
the fortreffes of Thrace. After fome artful delays 
between the Ottoman prince and his fon, their 
ranfom was valued at fixty thoufand crowns, 
and the firft payment had been made, when an 

5« In this paiTage, 'and the firft conquefts in Europe, Cantemir (p. 27, 
^c.) gives a miferable idea of his Turkifti guides: nor am 1 much better 
fatisfied with Chalcondyles (i. i. p. 12, &c.). They forget to confult the 
tnod authentic record, the iv^** book of C-ntacuzene. 1 likewife regret the 
laft books^ wiiich aie ftiU manufcript, of Nicephorus Gregoras. 

earth- 
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CHAP, earthquake fliook the walk and cities of the pro* 

LXlV , 

^_^^-tO vinces ; the difcnanded places were occupied by 
the Turks ; and Gallipoli, the key of the HeUef- 
pent, was rebuih and repeopled by the policy of 
Soliman* The abdication of Cantacuzene dit 
folved the feeble bands of domeftic alliance ; and 
his bft advice admoniflied his countrymen to 
decline a ralh conteft, and to compare their owa 
weaknefs with the numbers and valour, the dif- 
cipline and enthufiafm, of the Moiems. His pru- 
dent counfels were defpifed by the beadftrong 
vanity of youth, and foon juftified by the vido- 

p«th of ries of the Ottomans* But as he pradifed in 

Orchan and . ^ 

bis fon the field the exercife of the jerid^ Soliman was 

***'*'*^ killed by a fall from his horfe ; and the aged 

Orchan wept and expired on the tomb of bis 

valiant fon. 

Tfie retgn But the Greeks bad not time to rejoice in the 

pean ^^ death of their enemies ; and the Turkiih fcyme- 

ii^ortth I. ^^ ^** wielded with the lame fpirit ^ Amurath 

A. D. /1 360 the fir ft, the fon of Orchan and the brother of 

Upl ^' Soiiman. . By the pale and fainting light of the 

Byzantine annals '% we can difcern, that he fub- 

dued without refiftance the whole province of 

Romania or Thrace, from the Hellefpont to 

mount Hasmus, and the verge of the capital ; and 

that Adrianople was chofen for the royal feat of 

his government and religion in Europe. Con- 

ftantinople, whofe decline is almoQ: coeval with 

5» After the conclnfioa of Cantacuzene and Gregoras, there follows 1 
dark interval of an hundred years. George Phranza, Michael OucaSi tm 
lAonicus Cbalcondyksj ail tlirec wrote after the taking of Con(Untinopk. 

her 
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her foundation, had often, in the lapfe of a thou- chap. 
land years, been auaulted by the Barbarians of 
the Eaft and Weft ; but never tUI this fatal hour 
had the Greeks been furrounded, both in Afia 
and Europe, by the arms of the fame hoftile 
monarchy. Yet the prudence or generofity of 
Amurath poftponed for a while this eafy con* 
queft ; and his pride was fatisfied with the fre- 
quent and humble attendance of the emperor 
John Palaeologus and his four fons, who followed 
at bis fummons the court and camp of the Otto- 
man prince. He marched againft the Sclavonian 
nations between the Danube and the Adriatic, 
the Bulgarians, Servians, Bofnians, and Alba- 
nians ; and thefe warlike tribes, whq had fo often 
infultcd the majcfty of the empire, were repeat- 
edly broken by his deftrudive inroads. Their 
countries did not abound either in gold or (ilver $ 
nor were their ruftic hamlets and townihips en- 
riched by commerce, or decorated by the arts of 
luxury. But the natives of the foil have been 
diftinguilhed in every age by their hardinefs o£ 
mind and body; and they were converted by a 
prudent inftitution into the firmed and moft 
faithful fupporters of the Ottoman greatnefs". 
The vizir of Amurath reminded his fovereign, 
that, according to the Mahometan law, he was 
entitled to a fifth part of the fpoil and captives.; 
and that the duty might e^fily be levied, if vigi- 
lant officers were ftationed at Gallipoli, to watch 

IS See Cantcmir^ p. 37— 41. with his own large and curious annotations. [ 

the 
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CHAP, the paflage, and to feleA for his ufe the ftouteft 
and mod beautiful of the Chridian youth. The 
advice was followed ; the edid: was proclaimed ; 
many thoufands of the European captives were 
educated in religion and arms ; ^nd the new 
militia was confecrated and named by a celebrated 
dervifli. Standing in the front of their ranks, 
he ftretched the fleeve of his gown over the head 
of the foremod foldier, and his blei&ng was 
TTie jtni- delivered in thefe words : " Let them be called 
*• janizaries, (Tengi cherif or new foldiers) ; may 
^^ their countenance be ever bright 1 their hand 
•* vidorious ! their fword keen ! may their fpear 
always hang over the heads of their enemies ! 
and wherefoever they go, may they return with 
a white face '* /*' Such was the origin of thefe 
haughty troops, the terror of the nations, and 
fometimes of the fultans themfelves. Their va- 
lour has declined, their difcipline is relaxed, and 
their tumultuary array is incapable of contend- 
ing with the order and weapons of modern tac- 
tics ; but at the time of their inditution, they 
pofTefled a decifive fuperiority in war ; iince a 
regular body of infantry, in condant exercife and 
pay, was not maintained by any of the princes of 
Chriftendom. The Janizaries fought with the 
zeal of profelytes againd their idolatrous country- 
men ; and in the battle of CoiTova, the league 
and independence of the Sclavonian tribes was 
finally crufhed. As the conqueror walked over 

54 H^bite and black face are common and proverbial expreflions of praife 
and reproach in the Turkifh language. Hie nlger eft» hunc tu Roniane 
cavet^j was likewife a Latin fentencc. 

15 the 
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the field, he obferved that the greateft part of the c h a p. 
flain confifted of beardlefs youths ; and Hftencd ..^--v-w 
to the flattering reply of his vizir, that age and 
wifdom would have taught them not to oppofe 
his in^fiftible arms. But the fword of his Jani- 
zaries could not defend him from the dagger of 
defpair ; a Servian foldier ftarted from the crowd 
of dead bodies, and Amurath was pierced in the 
belly with a mortal wound. The grandfon of 
Othman was mild in his temper, modeft in his 
apparel, and a lover of learning and virtue ; but 
the Moflems were fcandalifed at his abfence from 
' public worfliip ; and he was correded by the 
firmnefs of the mufti, who dared to rejefl his 
teftimony in a civil caufe : a mixture of fervi- 
tude and freedom not unfrequent in Oriental hif- 
tory "• 

The character of Bajazet, the fon 'and fucceflbr Thcrcign<rf 
. of Amurath, is ftrongly exprefled in his furname iid«rim» 
of Ilderim, or the lightning ; and he might glory ^^ol!^^ 
in an epithet, which was drawn from the fiery Mavck^. 
energy of his foul and the rapidity of his dedruc- 
tive march* In the fourteen years of his reign ^^, 

he 



55 See the life and death of Morad» or Amurath I. inCantemir (p. 33— 

45.), the i"* book of Chalcondyles, and the Annales Turcici of Leunclavius. 
According to another ftory, the fultan was ftabbed by a Croat in his tent: 
and this accident was alleged to fiufbequius (Epift. i. p* 9?.) as an excufe 
for the unworthy precaution ot pinioning, as it were, between two 
attendants, an amba/r«dor*8 arms^ when he is introduced to the royal pre- 
itnce. 

5* The reign of Bajazet I. or llderira Bayazid, is contained in Can- 
temir (p. ^6») the iid book of Chalcondyies, and the Annales Turcici. 
The furname of lldcrim, or lightning, is an example, that the conquerors 

and 
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CHAP, he mceflfantly moved at the head of bis armieSb 
-^, -^-^ from Bourfa to Adrianople, from the Danube to 
the Euphrates; and, though he firenuoufly 
laboured for the propagation of. the bw, he 
invaded, with impartial ambition, the Chriftian 
and Mahometan princes of Europe and Alia. 
^'fftT"* From Angora to Amafia and Erzeroum, the 
from t tie northern regions of Anatolia were reduced to 
toThe ^ his obedience : he dripped of their hereditary 
pofleflions, his brother emirs of Ghermian and 
Caramania, of Aidin and Strukhan ; and after 
the conqueft of Iconium, the ancient kingdom of 
the Seljukians again revived in the Ottoman dy- 
nafty. Nor were the conquefts of Bajazet lefs 
rapid or important in Europe. No fooner had he 
impofed a regular form of fervitude on the Ser- 
vians and Bulgarians, than he palled the Danube 
to feek new enemies and new fubje&s in the heart 
of Moldavia '^ Whatever yet adhered to the 
Greek empire in Thrace, Macedonia, and Thef- 
faly, acknowledged a Turkifh mafter : an obfe- 
quious biihop led him through the gates of Ther- 
mopylae into Greece ; and we may obferve, as a 
fingular fad, that the widow of a Spaniih chief, 
who poflefled the ancient feat of the oracle of 
Delphi, deferved his favour by the facrifice of a 
- beauteous daughter. The Turkifli communication 

and poets of every age have feltxht troth of a fyilem which derives the 
fobliroe from the principle of terror. 

57 Cantemir, who celebrates the vidories of the great Stephen over 
the Turks i(p>47.}» had compofed the ancient and modern ftate of his 
principality of Moldaviai which has been long promifcd, and is ftill unpab« 
liibed. 

between 
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« 

between Europe and All* bad been dangerous, ch^a p.- 

and doubtful, till he ftadoned atGaUipoU a fieet^ 

of> gallies, to command the. Hellefpdnt and inter-: 

cept the Latin fuccours of Conftantinople* While 

the monarch indulged ! his paflions in a boundlefs ' 

range of injuftice and cruelty,, he iiiip(i£ed on his 

foldiers the mod rigid laws of .niode%-and' abfti*: 

nence ; and the harvefl: was peaceably reaped andf) 

fold within the precin£ls of his camp^ , PrQivoloedn 

by the loofe and corrupt admmiftration of jiiftice,* 

he colleded in a houfe the judges- antd lawyers of 

his dominions, who eilcpe£ted jJiai in a« ffcw mo* . 

ments the fire would be. kindled to '.*f educe them: 

to afbes. His minifters trembled in filence : but 

an liSthiopian buffoon prefumed to ihfinuate the> 

true caufe of the evil ; and future venality was ^ 

left without excufe, by annexing an adequate. fa-. 

lary to the ofEce of cadhi^*. The humbk tjtle. 

of emir was no longa: fuitable to the Ottoman 

greatnefs ; and Bajazet condefcended to accept a. 

patent of fultan from . the caliphs who fenved in 

Egypt under the yoke of the Man^alukes ^^ : ^ 

laft and frivolous homage that was yielded by. 

force to' opinion; by the Turkiih conquerors to 

the houfe of Abbas and the fucceflbrs of the Ara-. 

bian prophet. The ambition. of the fultan was- 

5^ Leundav. Annal« Turcici, p. 318* 319. The venality of the cadhU 
has long been an objeA of fcanda) and fatire ; and if we diftruil the obferva '. 
cioiw of our travellerf, we Qiay confuictbe feeling of the Turks themiclves 
(d*Herbelot, Biblioc. Orientale, p. 216, 217. 229, 230.)* ^ 

59 The fadl, which is attefted by the Arabic hiilory of Ben Schounab, 
a contemporary Syrian -^de Guignes, Hiil. dcs..Hon»y torn. iv» p. 336* )» 
deftroys tlit teftimony of Saad Effendi and Cantetnfr* (p, 14, 15. ), of the 
clc^on of Othman to the dignity of futtaa; ■ , ^ 

Vol. XL G g inflamed 
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CH A P. iaflamed by the ob%aiitioti of defervmg this aa« 
v^,*,^ guft tkle; and he tarncd his arms agaiaft the 
kmgdom of Hungary, the perpetusA theatre of 
the Turkifli viAoriet and defeats* Sigifmond, the 
Hungarian king, was the fon and brother of the 
emperors of the Weft : his caufe was that of Eu- 
rope and the church : and, on the report of ius 
danger, the braveft kn%Jits of France and Ger- 
many were eafer to march under his ftandard and 
Battle of that of the crols. in the battle of NicopoUs, . Ba- 
a! 0^)96, jiaet defeated a eonMerate army of an h^pidred 
Sept. 18. ihoufand Chriftians, who had proudly boafted, 
that if die iky (hould fall they could uphold it on 
their lancet. The far greater part were flain or 
driven into the Danube y and Sigifmond, efcaping 
to Conftantinople by the river and the Black 
Sea, returned after a long drcuit to his exhaufted 
kingdom^. In the pride of .vidory Bajazet 
threatened that he would befiege Buda; that he 
would fubdue the adjacent countries of Ger- 
many and Italy; and that he would fted his 
bcrfe witha bulhel of oats on the aUar of St. 
Feter at Rome. His i^ogrefs was checked, not 
by the miraculouS' interpofitbn of the apoftle; 
not by a crufade of the Chriftian powers, but 
by a long and painful fit of the gout* The 
difotders of the moral, are fometimes correfled 
by thofe of the phyfical, world; and an 
acrimonious humour falling on a fingle fibre of 

. ^ $ee thf Pecudes Reruoi Hongariearum (Dec. iii. 1. iU p. 379.) of 
l^onfintusy an Italiao* who, in tlie xv'** centur/y was invited into Hungary 
t^ coropofe an eloqujmt liiAory of that kingdon). Yet, if it be extant an4 
Acccffihle, 1 ftiouU give the pteferenct IQ fome l)omel^ cbrooidc •£ tiie tiia» 
^nd country. 
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one matt} may prevent or fuf^end the imfei^ of c ha p. 
nations* . ,. ,^^ — ^^...^^ 

Such 'fe Ihe general ?dea^ of 'the Hun^arah war; ^^^,^lf 
but ihe difilftrous adyenture of the French has thr French 
procured us fome memorials which HI iiftrate the a d. 1396 
viaory and charadet of Bajazet**. The diike ""'398. 
of Burgundy, fovereigti of Flanders, and uncle 
of Charles thefixih, yielded to the ardour of his 
fon, John 4Z0unt of' Ne vers; and the fearlefs 
ybuthr was accompanied by four princes, his com* 
fins, and tboFe of the French monarch. Their 
IneKperience was . guided by the (ire de Coucy, 
one of the bed and oldeft captains of Chriften- 
dom ^^ ; but the conftable, admiral, and marfhal, 
of France ^^ commanded an army which did not 
exceed the number of a thoufand knights and 
fijuires. Thefe fpkndid names were the fburce 
of prefumption and the bane of difcipline. So 

. 61 I ftouM not cpmplain of th« labour of tliii work, if my mattrUb were 
always derived from Tucii books as the chrooicle of boneft Froiflard (vpL it* 
c. 67. 69. 72. 74. 79— 8j. 85. 87. Sg.)* w-io read litde^ enquired much^ 
and believed all. The original Memoirs of tbc martchal do Boucicaulc 
(Parcie i. c zz— ftS.) add (bine fadts, bat they are dry and dcficiuit, if com- 
pared with the pleatant garrulity of Froiflard. 

te An accurate memoir on the life of Enquerrand VII. (ire de Coucy, has 
heep given by the baron de Ziirlauhen (Hift. de TAcademie des Infcripciont, 
torn. XXV.). His rank: and pofll^ons were equally confidera|>is in France 
and England ; and^ in 7375, he led an army of adventurers into Switzerland^ 
tp recover a large patrimony which he claimed in r<ght of his grandnnothcry 
the dongnter of the emperor Albert i of Aullria (Sinner^ Voyage dans \m 
Sui(r<r pccidentale, torn. i. p. 118— 1Z4.). * 

^ That mHitary omce, fo refpeAab.'e at prefent, was ftill more confpu 
ciioa's ««ben it was divided between two peribas (Daniel^ Hid. de la Milice 
FT<in$oife, torn. ii. p. 5. ). One of thcfe, the marHiol of the cnifa.-ie, was the 
famous Houcicault, who afterwards defended Conftant^naple, governed 
Genoa, invaded the coaft of Afia, and died in the field of Azincoor. 

G g 2 many 
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CHAP, many might afpire to C9in!9^f^> t^^kt r}6m^ ^^re 
willing to obey ; their national (pirit defpifed * both 
their .enemies and their allies ; and in: the perftia- 
fion . that Bajazet wq^d fly, or mi£fij fall, they 
btgzn to compute how foeo . they fliQuld vifit 
CoAflantinople and <leiivef the holy fepulchj-e. 
When their fcouts* announced thq approach of 
the Turks, the gay and rhougbtlefs youths were 
at table, ab^ady heated with wine; they intlantly 
clafped their armojar,; mounted their horfes, rode 
full fpe^d to tbe.v;kpgijard,.and re&nted as an 
affront the advice- of Sfgifmond^ wjiich would 
have deprived them, of the right and honour of 
thcf for^mofl: attack. The battle of Nieopolis 
would -not have been loO:^. if the French would 
have, obeyed the prudence of the Hungarians: 
but it might have been glorioufly won, had the 
Hungarians imitated the valour of the French. 
They difperfed the firft line, confiding of the 
troops of Afia ;. forced a rampart of ftakes, which 
had been planted againft the cavalry ; broke, after 
a bloody conflid, the Janizaries thenifelves ; and 
were at length overwhelmed by the numerous 
fquadrons that liTued from the woods, and charged 
on all fides this handful of intrepid warriors. In 
the fpeed and fecrecy of his march, in the order 
and evolutions of the battle, his enemies felt and 
admired' the military ^talents of Bajazet* They 
accufe ^ his . cruelty in. the ..ufe of viftory. After 
.referying the count of Nevers, and four*and 
twenty lords,* whofe birth and riches were attefted 
'by hi^/JUtiii interpreters, th^ remainder, of the 

French 
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Prcnch caprivesr, whdr'had furvived the flaughtcY* chap. 
of bbexday, were led before hb throne; and, as v.^ 
theyi^efiifed'to abjure their faith, were fucceillvelf 
beheaded in hi$ prefence. . The fultan was ex- 
afperated by ' the lofs of his braved Jamzaries ;> 
ai^tf it. be true, that, ^on the eve bf> the engage-^ 
ment, the French had maflacred their /Turkiflv' 
prifoiicrs'V they might impute to themfelves the 
confequenceff of -a .ju(t retaliation. A kiught, 
whofe life *ad been fpar^d, , was perinkted to ire- 
turn to Paris, that be might retoe the deplorable 
tale; and Iblicit the ranfbm of the noble, captives. 
In the mean while,* the cotmt of Nevers-, ^tth the 
princes and barons of France, were dragged along 
in the marches of the Turklfli camp, expofed as 
a grateful tcofihy to theMoflems of Europe and 
Afia, and : ftri£tly confined at Bourfa, as often as 
Bajazet refided in his captal. The fultan was 
prefTed eich day to expiate with their blood the 
blood of his mai:tyrs; but he had pronounced^ 
that they fhould live, and either for mercy or 
deftrudion his word wias irrevocable. He was 
aflured of their value and importance by the 
return of the meflehger,:'and the gifts and falter- 
ceflions.of the kings' of Krance^ and of Cyprus. 
Lufignan prefenterd him with a gold falt-eellar of 
curioth workmanfliip,' and of the price of ten 
thou&nd 'ducats ; and Gliarles the Tixth difpatched 
by the way of Hungary a caft- of Norwegian 
hawks^s&id fix borfi^l6iiads of fcarlet 'eloth^ of 



• i * 



H For#iC^ioiu faa, tbe-y\bb|^e Veftot quotes thc^jg. i^epymc fk 
St. Denys, 1. xyi. c. lo, ii. (Ordre de Mdlthe, torn, lit ^jio.}*,. 

Gg3 fine 
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CHAP, fine linen of Rheimt, and of Arra» tapeftir, re« 
prefeming the battles of the gnat Alexander* 
Aftef muih delay, thi^ efeft of dtfttoce ftther 
than of art, Baja^et agreed to accept a rsmfeni of 
two kttodted thoufand docats: for the toMnX of 
Nevera and. the furviving princes and batons ; the 
marihal Bobcicaolt^ a famous warrior, was of th6 
number of the fortunate ; but the admiral of Franca 
bnd been/ ilain in t&e battle ; and the conftable, 
widi the fire de Coney, died in the prifoh of Bourfa« 
This hieavy dernnnd^ wjbtch was doubled by inci« 
dcncal cefts, fell chieflyron the duke of Burgundy, 
or rather on hris' Flemifh fobjedis, who were bound 
by the fendal kws to contribure for the knight^ 
hood and eapuvtty of the eldeft fon of their Iord« 
For the faithful difcbarge of the ddbt^ fome mer* 
chants of Genoa gave fecurity to the amount of 
five times the iuin ; a lefFon to thoie warlike times, 
that comurerce and credit are the links of the 
fociery of nations. It had : been fttpukred in the 
treaty, that the. Frehch captives fliould fwear 
never to bear arms againft thfe perfan of their don-^ 
queror ; Jbut the . ungenerous reftraint was abo* 
lifted by Baqaset himfelt: ^' I defpife/' faid he 
to the heir .of Bargt:^dy, ^^ thy oaths and thy 
^^ arttsv Tb()U art y^ung, ^tA <nay^ be anoJntiouk 
of eflF2K:it);g th^ di%raCe or^ilUSforculie of tfey grft 
chivalry. AfTetebk tfty )>owcr^ prpckinl thy 
^^ defign, aftd be affured t*i:Jit Baja^set will rejoice 
^? ta mftet thfeest feccndJWn* m a fiield of little.** 
Before their departure, they were indulged in the 
freedom and frofpftality bf^he c6nrt of Bburia, 
The Frencft princes adjnii^d thf magpificehce of 
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the Ottoman, whofe hunting and hawking equipage chap. 
was compofed of feven thoufand huntfmeu and feven -_.-,-,'.,» 
thoufand falconers *^ In their prefence, and at 
bis command, the belly of one of his chamber* 
lains was cut open, on a complaint againft him 
for drinking the goat's-milk of a poor woman. 
The ftrangers were aftoniflied by tfcis aft of juftice ; 
but it was the juftice of a fultan who difdains to 
balance the weight of evidence, or to meafure th^ 
degrees of guilt. 

After his enfranehifement from an oppreffive Thccmpc 
guardian, John Palasologus remained thirty^'fix pTiioiogus, 
years, the belplefs, and, as it fliould feem, the In^'gli^^* 
cardefs, fpeftator of the public ruin ^^ Love^ ^ ^- "39'- 
or rather luft, was ' hii only vigorous pafiion; and 
in thie embraces of ' the wives and virgins of 
the city, the Turkifc Have forgot .the diihonour 
of the emiperor of the Rcmansm Andronicus, his 
elded fon, had formed, at Adrianople, an intt* 
toate and guilty friendship with Sauzes, the fon 
of Amurath; land the two youths confpired 
againft the authority .ai^d. lives of their :parents« 
The pre&nce. of Amatalh. in £urope foon difco* 



^ Sfiej«feddin AH {Mfft. dc Tintotfirftcc, !. V. c. i^ ) sM&9if% Baj«eta 
rottfid nsmb^r of i2,p«o:oAceri siaA fenrantt of t)ir ch^BCC A. pare oi fait 
fooils was afterwards difplajed in a bunting match of Timour: i. hounds 
with fatin h^uHngf; a. Ie(){>ard8 tvlth collars A;t UMth jewels; 3. Grecian 
S<«yboutids ^ and, 4. rie|i irom Europe, as Aitmg At' African lions (ifdcm, 
1. vi« c. S5.}« Baj4(ct was parttcoiarly fond of Qying lu3, hawki tt cranes 
(Chalcondyles, i ii. p. 35.)* 

^ For the reigns of Jobn Palvplogus and his fon Manuel, from 1354 to 
1401, fefe Du6a6, tf. 9— i^. Ptu-anza, 1. i c. 16-^21- and t'lie i" and ii* 
fcooklof €l)4i!?0f)dy|^, ^\Mt prAper Aibjeti is drt^ntd in ailbaor epW 

vered 
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CHAP, vered and.'diffiplated their rafh counfels; and, 
^_^-[_; after. depriving' Saazes of hir fight, the Ottomatt 
threatened . fats . yaflal mth the treatmeiit of aa 
accomplice and an. enemy, unlefs he inflided a 
fimilar punxfhmeiit on his own fon* Palsologos 
trembled and obeyed ; and a cruel precautioa 
involved in the-fiime fentence: ibe .childhood and 
innocence of John the fon ,of. ithe criminal But 
the operation was {o^ mildly^ "^ fo unikilfullyy 
performed, that the one retained, the fight of an 
eye, and. the other rvas afflided only with the 
rifcord of infirmity of fquintine. Thus excluded from the 

the Creeks* /to 

fucceiCon, the two princes -were, confined in the 
tower of Anema ; and the. piety oE Manuel, the 
fecond fon of the reigning monaixrh^ w^ rewarded 
with the gift of the Imperial crown. But at the 
end of two years, the turbulence of the Latins 
and the levity of the Greelcs produced a revolu- 
tion ; . and the two emperors were buried in the 
tower from whence the two prifooers were exalted 
to the throne. Another period of two years 
afforded Palasobgus and .Manuel the- means of 
efcape : it was:contiivad by. tlie: magic or fub- 
tlety of a monk, who was alternately named the 
angel or the. devil : they fled /to Scutari ; their 
"adherents armed in their caufe ; and the two By- 
zantine faflions difplayed the ambition ^nd ani- 
,mofity with which Caslar . and Pompey had dif* 
•puted the empire of the world, ' The Roman world 
was now contra£led to a corner of Thrace, be- 
'tween the Propontis and . thfe Blacik Sea, abqut 
£fty; miles in length and thjrty ia bi^fadth ; a fpace 
of ground not more extenfive than the leffer prm- 
[ • -• , .- cipaJities 



icip^HtieS'Of 'Oermaay <)r ItrijFj'iFthe remsixisr of c h a p. 

CJonfkm^nx^le -hac}^ lK3t AiU* re()f'erefitfidM'be wealibi ^^' '^' 

^s^nd pppuloi^Caeli- of akingdoitli" Tonreftore' the 

. put)! jc ,pj?f ce, it^wfis found npcf^ary to divide- tbis 

fragmeixt ofthej/^p^pk^; aad^^iU P^l^olpgu^ and 

M^ni^l ,w?re> ipft ^iff poffeflioac^ the. Capital, ^^moft 

•all (hat lay without the walls >\ya^4e4f4. to 4l^($ blind 

,pri;ices^ who. fixed th|^f.,>;efidwffi.'a«; Rhodofto 

,and Se^ybria* In the tranquil ^ ilu^);)er of royalty, 

.the paifidivf of John Palaeplogus /urvived^ hi^iiea-. 

Jon and . his ftrcngth J h? depriy?d h^p fay,ouritc 

4and heir -.of, a . blp^qming . prjlncefe of » Tr^bizond ^ 

land while tl^e jfo^ble emperor laboured ' to .co». 

fummate his nuptials^ Manuel, with an .hundred 

of -the nobleft. Greeks, wajs lent on a peremptory 

Jummons to the Ottoman, porte» They fetved 

with honour in the war3 of Bajazet ; ^but a plan of 

-fortifying Confl:aatinopji,e, ex<cited his jealoufy : he 

threatened their liv^s } the new works were in- 

flantly demoliflied ; and. we fhall beftoyir a praife, 

perhaps above the merit - of Palaeologus, , if we 

impute thl3 lad humiliatipi; as the caule ojf his 

.death. Z' . . 

The earlieft intelligence of that event was com- Thccmpe. 
municated to Manuel, who efcaped. with fpeed and a!^d. X39t' 
focrecy from the palace )bf Bourfa to the Byzan<p 'Zl}li\ 
tine throne^,, Bajazet aS<^ed a proud indifference 
at the lofs of this valuablq pledge j iand while he 
purfued his conquers in. Europe and Afia, he left 
the emperor to ftruggle wt^.his blind coufin John 
of Selybria, who, in eight years of civil war, 
aiTerted his right of primogeniture. At length, 
the ambition of the viftorious fultan pointed to 

the 
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the donqueft of Cohftantinople ; kat he littened 
to the advke of hii vifttr, ^orho reprefenfed, that 
fuch an emerprifd ifiight unite the powers of 
Chriftendom in t fecond and more formidable 
crufade* His epiille to the emperor tiras con- 
ceited in tbefe words : '* By dlie divine cle- 
mency, our invincible fcymetar has redoced 
ta 'bur obedience almbll alf Afisi, with many 
atiid large countries in Europe, excepting only 
•'fhecky of Conftantinople ; for beyond the 
^►- WsWs -thou haft nothing left. Refigh that city ; 
*< ftipulate thy reward ; or tremble, for thyfelf 
^* and thy unhappy people, at the confequeiices of 
** a rafli refufal." But his ambaffadors were in- 
ftruded to foften their tone, and to propofe a 
treaty, which was fubfcribed with fubmiffion and 
gratitude. A truce of ten years was pufchafed 
by an annual tribute of thirty thoufand crowns of 
gold: the Greeks deplored the public |oleration 
of the law of Mahomet, and Bajazet enjoyed the 
glory of eftablifhing a Tur^ufli cadhi, and found- 
ing a royal mofch in the metropolis of the Eaftern 
church*'. Yet this truce was foqn violated by 
the reftlefs fultan : in the caufe of the prince of 
Selybria, the lawful emperor, an army of Otto- 
mans again threatened Conftantinople ; and the 
diftrefs of Manuel implored the protedion of the 
king of France. His plaintive embafTy obtained 
much pity and fome relief; and the condud of 
the fttccour was entrufted to the marflial Bouci- 



*7 CMitermr> p. $^^$1* Of this Grecis$, Poets atetw <c. 13. 15.) 
ackn^wlcdises the Tuiki0i cadhi 9t CMftantinQpIe. Yet «ven Ducas dif- 
tnoSaki ttie mofcii, 

canity 
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emit**, whore rdigiqui. chivalry ixiMiiAfl^medlx^ chap. 
the 4e6re of revepgmg his qs^tlvity oa the iafc. "^^" 
4el8. He failed . with ipur (hips of war, from 
^guefmortes to the QejlIefpoQt ;. forced the pa& 
Cage, which was gU9.T4e4 hy fevemeen Turkifli 
gailies } landed at Gonftandaepl^ . ^ fupply of fix 
hundred men at ariEns and Ai^t^^ htindred. archers ; 
^^d reviewed them in the adjacent pining without 
condeicending to number or array the multitude 
of Greeks* By his prefence, the blockade was 
rs^ifed both by fea and land } the flying fquadrons 
of Bajazet were driven to a more Tefpedful dif* 
tance; and feveral caftles in Europe and Afia 
were ftormed by the emperor and the marlhal, 
who fought with equal valour by each other's 
fide. But the Ottomans foon returned with an 
increafe of numbers ; and the intrepid Bouci- 
cault, after a year's ftruggle, refolved to evacuate 
a country, which could no longer afford either 
pay or provifions for his foldiers. The marfhal 
offered to condu& Manuel to the French court, 
where he might folicit in perfon a fupply of men 
and money ; and advifed in the meanwhile, that, 
to eztinguifli all domeftic difcord, he (hould leave 
his blind competitor on the throne* The pro- 
pofal was embraced : the prince of Selybria was 
introduced to the capital ; and fuch was the public 
mifery, that the lot of the exile feemed more for- 
tunate than that of the fovereign. Inftead of 
applauding the fuccefs of bis vaflal, the Turkifli 

<* Mtmoiret da bon MeiRre Jean le Maingre^ dit SeycicMuU, Marechal 
it France^ partit i'** c 30— 3 s* 

1 a fultan 
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c H A p« fiiltan ' wiimid the xity as - hia own ; and on the 
"*^* refiifal . d£ th^ lethperor JcHin, Gbnftantinople mi 
more dofely preflbd by 'tHe calitnrties of war and 
fonine.; Agaiuft Tuch an^ehemy^ prayers and 
refiftaiice were ^ike ^uaaTaiiihg ; arid the lavage 
would have • devoured his prfeyy i^^ in the fatal 
mooMOt, he h^d not' been ov^ftllrown by another 
favage'ftrofllgerthan'hi^sirelf.' By -the viSory of 
Timbur or 'fatnerlane, the fill of Conftantmoplc 
was delayed about fifty years ; and this important, 
though accidental, fer vice may juftly introdacethe 
life and charaQer of the Mogul conqueror. 
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